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6 killed, 32 hurt in
road accidents

six people were killed and
32 others injured in road acci

dents in Narayangan} and
Sirajgan] yvesterday, reporis
UNB.

Pour people were killed and
30 injured when a truck col-

lided head-on with a mintbus

near Bagbhari n Arathazar thana
on the Dhaka-Sythet highway
yesterday.

" The Narsingdi-bound
minibus from Naravanganj and
the truck coming from the op-
posite directien plunged into a
roadside ditch after the colli-

ston al about .30 am.
The dead were identified as

Ayuh Alie 40, a primary school

teacher and his sen Tanzid.

10. of Rajbari district,
Nasiruddin, 38. ol Kumarpur
and Salim, 38. driver of the

niinibus of Kawdipara in
Narsingdi Sadar thana.

The bodies were sent (o
Narayangan| Hospital morgue
for autopsy.

Of the infured, 5 were un-
dt-rgmnr-f treatment at the

Narshingdi Sadar Hospital and
'Il} shifted ta 4the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. The
rest were given first aid.

Police seized both the ve-

hicles baut the truck driver fled
the scene immedjately alte
the accident.

Another: acecident neay
Fafullah on the Dhaka-
Narayanganj road left at least

20 people injured early yes-

( ; ;

Witnesses sald the accident
oecurred when a Dhaka-bound
hus fell into a wayside ditch
after colliding with a polato
jaden truck.

Two casés were | with
tnpe Araihazar and the Fatullah
Police Stations. .

Meanwhile: Two people
were killed and two others.in-
jured when a speeding micro
bus hit a rickshaw van near
Bhadraghat in Kamarkhand
thana on theé Sirajganj-New

Bogra Road in Sirajganj yester-

The van driver aged about
28 died on the spot while one
of its passengers aged about 30
suecumbed to his injuries on
the way to the ngani General
Hospital.

One of the injured was ad-
mitted to the Sirajganj General
Hospital, police said

Pulice seized the micro bus

amndl arrested its driver.

‘Huda cautions against

unguarded remarks

Injlormation Minister Naz-
il Huda yesterday warned

that any threat to dislodge the

elected government or tarnish
its image in the name of agita-
tion was a punishable offence
under Section
Bangladesh Penal Code,
ports BSS, :

If any citizen files a case in
this connection the guilty per-
sons will have to sufier life im-
prisonment, he said.

The minister was speaking
as chief guest at a gathering of
students and the public al
Shahzadpur Bazar under. Gul-
shan than in the city. *

. The meeting was also ad-
dressed by Kamrul Islam MP,
Amanullah Aman MP, and
Chhatra Dal leaders Nazim-
uddin Alam, Nasiruddin Ah-
med Pinto, Saiful Alam Nirob,
Aliul Huq Shahin and ward
_commissioner Anwar Hossain.

Huda said the country has a
Constitution. laws and the rule
of law. State affairs were being
conducted in accordance with
the Constitution. Hence, as per
laws of the land, nothing could
be said or writlen any
legal government which could
belittle its position before the
people and turn it into an ob-
ject of hatred, he added.

re-

124 (A) of the .

He said a legal and consti-

tutiopal governmeni was now
running affairs of the state.
The government now in po-

wer. elected for a [ive-year
terie, reflecied the will of the

people. demionstrated in a free

and fair election held in 1991.

Nazmul Huda said every
worker and leader of the op-
positign parties from now on
should be careful that even if a
strect beggar flles a case
apgainst someone for uttering
or writing such words which'
incite hatred or malice to-
wards the legal government of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia or create tension, he on
she may bave o face impris-
onment for life.

The information miiister
requested the leaders and
workers of the opposition par-
ties to read Section 124 (A} of
the Penal Code of Bangladesh.
He also advised the journalists
to read the code. |

“Because you, too. could also
come under this law through
vour writings on the activities
of the Opposition.”

Huda said there is a consti-
tutional provision regarding
accountability of the govern-
ment under the present par-
liamentary system. The activi-
ties of the government could
he condemned or criticised
only on the floor of the Jatiya
Sangsad. The Oppesition has
been given the right -to bring
allegations or say Emything
criticising or condemning the
governinent only within the
premises of the Sangsad.

. A legal governimment, he said,
could be criticised freely for
its activities only in the Jaiiya

Sangsad where Seetion 124
[ﬂ} of the Penal Code was notl
applicable.

swedish Foreign Mimster Margaretha af Ugglas speaks
to the press during her news conference in Stockholm
Wednesday, confirming that controversial Bangladeshi
writer Taslima Nasreen arrived in Sweden and 18 resting

at an undisclosed place.
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Malyasian woman |
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Foreign Currency Control Act
‘47 lor trying to leave the
couritry with a sizable amount
nf undeclared loreign ex-
change,

The lady, whose company
has set up a joint venture with
tiangladesh, was detained at
ZIA when she was about to
leave on a Simgapore Airlines
light Tuesday night. Civil
Aviation people found her in
possession of nearly 20,000
US dollars and another 10,800

ringgit, the Malaysian cur-
rency.

Ong Siew Piw, of Chinese
origin. claimed she had

brought the money with her
wlien

the families of certain Bangla-
deshi workers who had either
died or suffered injuries while
working for her companys

projects in Malaysia.

- Her company reportedly
has hired a fairly large number
of Bangladeshi workers.

On Wednesday, Ong Siew

-Piw alias Nura Shikin Ong T B

Abdullah. was allowed 1o leave
for her
nearly 20 hours at the airport.

Hospital
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said. "Administrative appruva]
for this is already at Band "

It is expected -that equip-
- ment worth

about Tk two
crore will arrive by the end of
this month to facilitate by-pass
surgery. Infrastructure for set-
ting up.the machines will, be
completed by September, Prof
Akhtaruzzaman told The Daily
Star. '

Local surgeons will be
trained to perform by-pass op-
erations and for this experts
will be brought from abroad.

. When his attention was
drawn to the water crisis at .-

.the hospital, the Director said

the authorities will install new.
water pumps and a power gen-
erator that has already been
purchased.” |

The NICVD Director, how-
ever, expressed the hope that
the overall service at the hos-
pital will improve soon' because
the Health Ministry is shewing
keen interest in their :
"The Health Minister has per-
sonally shewn interest in
upgrading the hospital into a
modern one.” he said.

10 she arrived a few days
| earlier to pay compensation to

hotel after spending .
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Licir.

he Swedish security police
said it knew where Taslima
Nasreen was staying but would
give no details about her secu-
rity.

FThe Swedish government
has welcomed Nasreen and
Foreign Minister Margaretha al
Ugglas sald it was up 1o
Nasreen to decide whether to
apply lor political asylum. Her
tourist visa is valid for up 1o
thiree montihs

Taslima Nasreen has also
been invited to a writers con-
ference next month i Norway.
which has said it would con-
sider giving her asylum.

"She is welcome to stay
here for as long as she wants.
But she has said that she does
no want to leave her country
forever,” Gabi Gleichmann.
Chairman of Swedens PEN
club. said in a TV interview on

| Thursday.

Court stops
release of
film on Rajiv

NEW DELHI. Aug 11: An
Indian court has barred the re-
lease of a movie on the murder
of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi after the govermment
said it could glorify a militant
group, the Press Trust of India
(PTI) sald teday.
Reuter,

" PTl. said a court in the
southern city of Madras

stopped the release of the
Tamil language film, pending
another hearing.

" The court's order followed a

complaint from the govern-
ment's Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC]),
under Indian law has to ap-
prove films for public viewing.
PTI quoted the CBFC as
saying the movie should not be
released as it could 'eulogise’
the activities of the Sri Lankan
separatist group, Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
while trying to depict the as-
sassination details.

US links delivery

of F-16s to Pak

N-programme
. WASHINGTON. Aug 11:
Washingtlon is still willing to
deliver 38 F-16 fighter planes
that Pakistan has already paid
for if Islamabad agrees to
abandon its nuclear. pro-

gramme, a State Department
spokesman said on Wednesday,

. He said the two sides were

still discussing the issue, and
that one possible resolution
would be "a Pakistani decision
to meet some of our non-pro-
liferation concerns in a way
that would make it possible to
deliver the aircraft.”

- Tungipara
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Addressing the people,
emotion-chocked but resolule
Hasina called for upholding the
spirit of liberation war and
consolidation of the country's

- independence and sovereignty.

Our Correspondent adds:
Terming the ruling party 'bet-.
rayers' Hasina said the BNP
had failed to fulfil its pre-elec-
tion pledges including repeal
of the Indemnity Act.

The Act prevents the trial
‘of the killers of Sheikh Mujib.

"Bangabandhu was mur-
dered to jeopardise the hard-
wan independence, she said.

Demanding immediate re-
'peal of the Act she said the
BNP was nising commu-
nal and [undamentalist ele-
ments against pro-libération
and democratic forces to di-
vert the movement for care

taker government.

reports

which -

that we
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have been removed through
legislition. But since iL has
prevailed for sych a long time
atyd is an old legacy, it is natu-
rally going to take time for
discrimination to disappear to-

Explaining the residual ef-
fects of apartheid, he said, it is
a fact that the black population
had been deprived of their ba-
sic rights like education, hous-
ing. health care, etc, all along.
The blacks, therefore. need
time to be educated and de-
velop their skills for becoming
gainfully employed.

"Expectations among the
black population are very high
and they are looking for tangi-
ble results in all sectors,” he
said.

Zaayman stated thal the en
tire thrust of the Government
of Natlonal Unity is towards
improving the educational
standard. eradication of
poverty and uplift of the disad-
vantaged sections of society.

The focus of the govern
ment is now on a national pro-
gramme termed Recon-
stitution and Development
Programme popularly called
RDP.

The government of Nelson
Mandela is now seriously en-
gaged in providing housing,
educatiog. water supply. health

service and job creation
through the RDP.
He said that the National

Unity government has done
remarkably well and is about to
complete its [irst 100 days in
office shortly. .

The government, which is
presently functioning under an
interim constitution, s a
coalition ol three inajor par-

ties. 1 is a cinnbination ol
Nelson Mandela's Alrican
National Congress (ANC) and
FW de Klerk's National Front
and another party called the

Inkatha Freedom Pariy of the

s

dalvan H Zaweroem
Zulus, There are 26 ministers
and deputy ministers from
these three parties, the major-
ity of them being from the
ANC. A new constitution is be-

In a unique power-sharing
arrangement, former white
president FW de Klerk is the

Second .Deputy President

while Thabo Mbeki, the former
foreign affairs spokesman of
the ANC, .is the First Vice
President. The foreign
Minister is Alfred Nzo of.the
ANC. Deputy Foreign Minister
Aziz Pahad. of Indian origin, is
also from the ANC. Zulu chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, whose
Inkatha Party fought bitterly
with the ANC before last
April's polls, is the interior
minister.

The 'Govt of National Unity
has fbeen formed with the
three parties who secured the

Rao to greet
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sponded to the JPC's findings
with an "action taken report”
which rejected some of the
committee’'s key recominen-
dations.

"Some party MPs pmpnsed_
resign over the issue,
others have opposed the idea.”
Vajpayee told Reuters. "We are
keeping =~ the issue in
abeyance.”

- Vajpayee said he had dis-
cussed ways io end the stale-
mate with Rao last week but
had found him unresponsive.

"He sald there was no way
of a compromise. He would not
withdraw the action taken re-
port. We would.- not accept
anything short of withdrawal.”
Vajpayee said.

Japan studying
feasibility of
industrial city

in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Aug 11: Itaru
Nae, leader of the visiting 13-
member Japan International
Cooperation Association [JICA)
said here today that the dele-
gation was studying the feasi-
bility of establishing an indys-
trial city on the other side of
the river Karnaphuli here. re-
ports BSS. _

Construction of a tunnel for
linking the proposed industrial
city with the Chittagong city
and technical cooperation for
the same are also included in
the study, he added.

Itaru said this at a meeting
with the Chittagong City
Corporation Mayor A B M
Mohiuddin Chowdhury at the
latter's office here. Director of
the Board of Investment AN S
Mahrmud, honourary consul of
Japan ‘in . Chittagong Nurul

A

- Islam and chief engineer of

the city corporation were also.

\‘ Premt at the mﬂ:tmg.
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highest votes In the last elec-
tions. Howewver. three other
parties that secured five per
cent of the votes cast are rep-
resented in the parliament.

The erntire national obses-
sion was towards motivation in
job creation and Zaayman ob-
served that the present per-
centage of unemployed is in
the range of 40 to 45 per cent.

The government was laking
inifiatives for formative action
to increase employment by
emphasising on the public
sector.

John H Zaayman, who has
an American wife, said, "Our
entire diplomacy is now

geared towards improving our

domestic conditions. We have _

lost a lot of time (because of
isolation) and we want te move
fast. burying all the racial prej-
udices of the past.”

He observed that the
minority white population
which comprises around 25
per cent, has accepted the
reality and the need lor
consernsus and unity.

We wanl Lo be a <howpiece
to the world by reconciling -
verdent groups despite their
past bitterness and differences
and want to move forward 1o-
gether ”

Dhaka not serious
about Bihans'
return : Nasim Khan

Mohammad Nasim Khan
the leader of the stranded
Pakistanis, yesterday said be
believed "Bangladesh is sincere
but neot serious” about the
repatriation of nearly 2.20 lakh
Biharis stuck up s Bangladesh
for the last 22 years, reports
UNB.

He also expressed his dis-
may over the dilly dally of suc-
cessive governments in
Pakistan in taking back their
citizens who have beern lan-
guishing for years in uncer-
Lunly and poverty:

Nasim Khan questioned why
the repatriation of his compa-
triots was not taking place as
promised and expected when
ffunds are there. and we have
»eenn told that even some flats
have been built in Pakistan to
lodge these people when they
go back.”

“Our expectation is notl
all that we wantl is to
go back. We can find out our
means of living once we re-
turn, But it has proved too long
a wait,” Nasim Khan told a
press conference at the Jatiya
Press C luihin the afternoon:

DU situation
Frow Page $Col 7
tivists following the publication
of a poster by the BCL [(M-I)

Wednesday last.

Meanwhile, the employees
of Dhaka University observed a
day-long strike yesterday to
protest the alleged assault on
Bazlur Rahman. an employee of
the Arts Faculty Dean offife,

. during the August 4 violence.

Al the administrative of-
fices remained closed. How-
ever, classes in some de-
partments were held.

“The police and Detective
Branch personnel were seen
active on the campus yester-

day.
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PLO offieial meets

foreign diplomats

JERUSALEM. Aug 11: Challenging isracli attempts
political activity in Jerusalem. a
cial summoned |5 foreign diplomats for meetings here

Palestirgan

8

Thursday. "We believe the" issue of Jerusalem has not been

solved, and we will continue to receive visitors here

l

Faisal Huseeini, the PLO official responsible for Jerusalem af-

fairs.

The incident camye as rhetoric over Jerusalem is in-

creasing. Israel's police minister on Wednesday accused the
PLO of running an illegal police force at Orient House, the
PLO headgnarters in east Jerusalem. reports AP

EmergmcymChedm

BROZNY. Russia,

The defiant . President of

Chechnya declared a siate ul‘ rmm Thursday and vowed
to wage a holy war' if Russia tries to invade the breakaway
region in southern Russia's Caucasus Mountains. President
Dzhokhar Dudayev also gave a mobilisation order that applies
te all men able to carry weapons. (he [TAR Tass news agency
said. quoting an aide to the president in the Chechen capital,

Lrozny. reports AP
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The workers and their
famnilies have also resiricted
entry of vehicles into the area

Any unidemtified persons
faces interrogation by the
workers:

Some leaders of the mills
workers who, along with the
leaders of the Panchagarh
Sugar Mills came to Dhaka to
demonstrate againsi the sub-
mission of tenders on July 30,
told The Daily Star that they
are not against privatisation,
per se. But the manner of di-
sinvestment is not quite
acceptable to them. they said
and added that there should
be adequate incentives and
co nsation packages for
the staff of the privatised sugar
mills for enabling them to
eniploy themselves otherwise.

But wanfortunately., the
amount previously offered to
individual staff for accepling
voluntary retirement has been
reduced substantially at a later
stage, they said, adding that
the 'golden handshake no
longer seemed attractive.

Officials at the Privatisation
Board do not, however. con-
sider the labour problem as
great as the problem  with
such poor response from the
private sector entreprenenrs.

According to an official of
the Board. resistance from the
ernployees would not so mil
tant once some of the mills
are handed over to the private
oOWners.

BSFIC officials feel that be-
sicles the rife rumours aboint
the alleged
the muachinery of some of the
mills, exaggerated reports of
problems with regard to
managing a large number of
sugarcane growers well as
the apprehension of resistance

from the employees and the®

local people have also dis-
couraged the private en-
trepreneurs,

Most of the sugar mills are
located in the rural areas and
no individual owner can dare
to operate the mills with a
large section of bhostile peo-
ple around, an official of the
BSFIC said.

Another official
the

said that
Prime Minlstgr's recent

| assurance to the sugar mills

obsolescence of -

| Privatisation of sugar mills

workers not to disinvest amy
profitable mills may also affect
the process of privatisations.
However. 'neither the
Privatisation Board mnor the®
BSFIC has received any in-
structions regarding the PM's
conditional commitment Lo
the workers' representatives.

Sarajevo
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the area have extended into a
20-kilometer weapons exclu-
sion sone around ]

On Wednesday. the UN
commmander in Bosnia. Lt Gen
Sir Michael Rose, warned both
sides that NATO air strikes
were a possibility if flagrant vi-
olations of the UN mandated
zone continued.

Government forces have
beenn mounting an offensive
awlong part of the front north of
Sarajevo. apparently seeking
contro! of a strategic road that
eventually could serve as an
access’ route into the capital.

Annink said, however, that
it was not clear whether the
Bosnian army troops or Serb
reinforcements were Intended
for attack or defense. The
Bosnian army confirmed its
trobp movements but gave no
details.

Reuter from Washington
adds: President Clinton has
told congress he intends to
ask the United Nations by the
end of October to lift the
Bosnia arms embargo if
Bosnian Serbs do nol accept a

new peace proposal.

“If by October 15 the
Bosnian Serbs have not: ac-
cepted the contact pl

proposal of July 6, 1 y
would be my intention 1lurh‘.l'l:h::
two weeks to introduce for-
maHly and support a resolution
at the UN Security Council to
terminate the arms embargo,"
Clinton said in a letter.

Clinton sent the letter to
Senate Armed -Services
Committee chairman Sam
Nunn, a Georgia demecrat, to
support a congressional cpm-
promise that would urge but
not require him to seek UN
lifting of the e by the
end ,6f October if Bosnian
Serbs do' not accept lhc pro-

posal.
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