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Chechnya vows to wage

FRIDAY AUGUST 12 1994

war against Russia

GROZNY, Russia, Aug 11:
The defliant president of
Chechnya vowed on Thursday
to wage a “jthad” against Russia
if Moscow tries to invade the
breakaway region in southern
Russia's Caucasus Mountains,
)"ﬂ!perts AP,

The ITAR-Tass news agen-
cy, quoting officials in Chec-
hnya's capital; Grozny. said

Russia to withdraw :

troops from
Moldova in 3 yrs

MOSCOW. Aug 11: Russia
and Moldova agreed Wednes-
" day on a withdrawal within
three years of the 8,000
Russian soldiers stationed in
the former Soviel republic.
Interfax news agency reported.
reporis AFP.

The agreement was signed by

officials Iroan the two states in
the Moldovan capital Chisinau.

President Dzhokhar Dudayev
planned to announce overall
mobilisation in the tiny. mainly
Muslim region of 1.2 million
people.

Dudayev. a former Soviet air
force general. declared Chec-
hnya's iIndependence f{rom
Russia immediately after being
elected president in the fall of
1991, He has accused Moscow
of backing his enemies and
planning to invade.

Russian authorities have
denied planning an invasion.
but have suspended all flights
to and Irom Chechnya. and pul
troops In neighbouring regions
on combat alert. Russian

troops sent to the region in -

late 1991 were forced to re-
treat after encountering 'stiff
rcﬂistanp&

Opposition to Dudayev has
grown in recent weeks amic
rising lawlessness and a wors- .
ening economy, and Russia has
said it will protect its citizens
in Chechnya. '
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Six Serbs jailed in Croatia: A miitry,

court in the Ernal.ian port of Splil has jailed six captured Serb
soldiers for six to 15 years, the Croatian news agency Hina
reported on Wednesday, Reuter reports from Zagreb.

It said the six were arrested in civilian clothes near the:
coastal town of Zadar on July 4 and were convicted of terror-
ist activity aimed at undermining Croatia's sovereigniy.

Catholic

kﬂlﬂiil‘lBEIfﬂSt!a

Catholic security guard was shol dead by suspected Protestant
extremist on Wednesday in Northern Ireland's third killing in
a week, police said, Reuter reporis {rom Belfast.

The

nman opened fire at the middle-aged victim as he

sat in his hut next to a supermarket in a mainly Protestant

area of the city,
Consiabulary said.

a spokesman for the Royal

Ulster

US fire lﬁaves 5 dead..ﬂﬂre in a

dilapidated,

two-story home in New Orleans killed four

children and ome adult. One fireman was injured trying to

" rescue one of the children, Fire Superintendent Waren
McDaniel said, AP reports from New Orleans.

The home in the uptown section of New Orleans was en-

guifed ip

flames by the time firefighters arrived around

8:45pm on Wednesday, McDaniel said.

66th Ariane lifts off: . ssi Arane rocker

fired into space on

Wednesday

carrying 1itwo

telecommunication salellites for Brazil and Turkey, AFP

reports from Kourou.

Bl and Turksat-1B aheard

10

Angola, the

The European Space Agency rocket lifted uﬂ' at 8:05 pm.
(2305 GMT) from the Guyana space station with the Brasilsat-

" Mines maim 1 lakh in Angola.up

100 .00 tplr have been maimed by lan

nines. 1n

ed Nations Children Fund envoy in Angola;

mmwmwﬂ,m“mmw

at a

um on soclal issués in Angola.

said Angola is among the countries which are most af-

China floods: e noods

which have swept through southern China since May have
aimed at least 1.80Q lives according to lltﬂt estimates,

Daily reported, AFP says

from Beijing.

VolmoeruptsnearGomacam- -

camps in Zaire

ash and dust but-there was no

. Spewing
immediate gush of I-Eﬁf'l AP reporis from Goma.
The last minor eruption of the Nyiragongo velcano oc-
curred about three months ago and did not release lava.

The volcano erupts periodically, hut the last Killer eruption
took place in 1977 Close to |.000 people died in the disaster.

Fim kill 1019 il’l Chi.lla: Fires in China

killed 1,019 people and caused economic damage estdmated
at 540 million yuan (62.8 million dollars) in the first half of
this year, the China Daily said yesterday, AFP reports from

Phe Public Security Ministry registeted 21,090 fires from
January to June, a drop of 7.3 per cent compared with the

same period last year.

N er seeks fore

aid- Niger appealed

ald Wednesday to cope with damage from

inrrmuﬂrmumt}m

few weeks that have killed 27

pan;hlndl:ﬁﬂﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂhmnduu AP reports from Niamey.

Communications Minister Hassoumi Massaoudou

said that

the unusually heavy storms have destroyed more than 2,000
homes. Niger urgently needs medical and material assistance,
he said

Jordanian Prince visits Israel:
Prince Tallal Hussein, nephew of King Hussein, visited lsrael
in secret for talks on whether Jordan might ship goods

through the Jewish state, an Israel mayor said
Reuter reporis from Jerusalem.

yesterday.

Zvi Zilker. mayor of Isfael’'s Mediterranean port city of
Ashdod. quoted Prince Tallal as saying Jordan wanted (o

trans-

ship 30,000 containers next year apd 60,000 in 1996

MHMr:thﬂtlnnltlmhdSﬂpuﬂdﬁqaha

separatist Kurds killed 12 civilians including two r'l'ﬂ’ldr::n in
a minibus th-qrrnktd wilh automatic weapons fire, security

officials said.

The attack took place late on Wednesday,

Reuters repoarts from Diyarbdkir, Turkey.

Guerillas of the banned Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
epened fire when a minibus travelling from the eastern city of
Van 1o Bahcesaray town refused to stop at a roadblock.

Quake hits central Romania:.

moderate earthquake hit central Romania Wednesday

afternoon. cracking walls and

windows, the state

Rempres news agency said. No casualties were reported, AP

reports from Bucharest.

The earthquake occurred in the Gherla area. about 250
mummmamecmm Rompres

Dfe-reddrowned near Surat: «

of the Central industrial Security Force
mmwmmmmnnﬂwhmq

were tradelling rolled down from the Magdalia

inte the

qu river near Surat (rural) district early yesterday morn-
reports from Ahsedatiad

'Mndambnrlttollnow 15:

Emergency
m-mﬂhmmm.m
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AFP from
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Ishemabad admmistranon workers unload big portraits of Pakistant Premier Benazir Bhutto

celebrate the 48th Independence Day of Pakistan on August 14.

for decoration in front of the Parliament house on Wednesday. Preparations are in swing to

— AFP photo

KARACHI, Aug 11: Gunmen

‘shot .and kiled four Shi'fte

Muslim activists and a police
oflicer, -sectarian vio-
lence that has plagued Pakis-
tan's largest city. authorities

. said Thursday, reports AP.

‘shop

The police officer was
killed in the -rossfire, said po-
lice spokesman Akram Abre.

No oné immediately claim-
ed responsibility for the d: -
ths. Both police and'Shi’ '
are accusing militant Sunni
Muslims. :

"The extremist Suﬂnjs were

. respopsible for the killing of

our activists,” Hasan Tura;
bi, spokesman for the militant
group called the Movement for
the Enforcement of Shi’ite
Law,

Police said masked marks-
men on motorcycles gunned
down Jaffar Hussain, a 30-year-
old Shitite activist and his fa-

ther, as they returned home

late on Wednesday from their

in Karq::hi's southern
neighbourhood.

elders claiming to represent |

million refugees appealed to

their warring leaders on
Thursday to end the bloodlet-
ting that is destrn},ﬂng their
homeland, reports AP

In a petition presented to
the United Nations

here, 900 Afghan elders
begged for an end to the
fighting that has killed more
than 15,000 people in the past
Iwo years.

"We wish the voice of the
Alghan people, who have
sought refuge in Pakistan and

elsewhere, to be heard because

of the continuing hostilities
and destruction in our coun-
try.” said the petition.

There are still 1.5 i'nilliﬂn
Afghan refugees Iiving

1

High
Commissioner for Refugees

in

Pakistan and about half as
many remaining in Iran.
During the
communist insurgency in
Aflghanistan, an estimated 5.5

million Afghans fled to
Pakistan and Iran.

Since throwing the com-
munists from power in April
1992, Muslim insurgents have
turned their guns on the each
other in a vicious power strug-
gle between forces loyal to the
president and his rival prime
minister.

“The countless thousands
killed and injured in the con-

" tinuing fighting ... the murders

of non-governmental organisa-
tion stafl. of four UN colleagu
in February 1993 and of a BBC
journalist two weeks ago, all
underline the urgent need for
peace in. Afghanistan coupled
with Ecnnnmil: rehabilitation

1979-92 anti-

€S

and reconstruction,” Robert
Van Leeuwn, UNHCR repre-
sentative in Pakistan, told a
news conference Thursday.

Large sections of the capital

Kabul have been destroyed

since 1JS-backed Muslim
rebels established their
Islamic gnvernmcnt in the
heart of the city. What remains
of Kabul has been divided
among the feuding warlords.
Dozens of people are
wounded each day in rocket
duels between the forces of
the main combatants — Prime
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar
and his arch-rival President

- -Burhanuddin Rabbani.

Again on Thursday, Kabul
shook with the reverberations
from rocket fire. One person
was killed and 41 others were
wounded when a rocket bar-

s il e T

Afghan refugees urge warring
leaders to halt fighting

ISLAMABAD, Aug 11: Alghan

rage hit a busy bazaar. said
hospital officials in the capital
A presidential spokesman
blamed Hekn#iyar and his ally,
ex-communist general Rashid
Dostum, for the attack.

Dozens of attempts have

- been made to try to find a

peaceful end to thé fighting.
The United Nations has sent
the ex-Tunisian Foreign
Minister Mahimood Mestiri to
Afghanistan as a mediator.

But so far the leaders don't
appear interested in peace.

van Leeuwn said the
UN.ICR is hoping a collective
plec. from 1 million Afghan
refugees might cenvince the
warring factions it is time to
lay down their arms.

"The voices of 1 million ef

their own people is difficult to
ignore.” he said.

Federal rule. extended in Kashmir

Troops kill 3 militants|

SRINAGAR, Aug '11:
troops gunned down thre:
militants in an encounter and
caplured nine others from

different parts of Kashmir

valley along with arms and
ainnunition since last evening,
reporis PTI.

A Defence Ministry spokes-
man told PT! here today that
army troops raided village
Talwari in frontier district of
Kupwara following information
that a large number of mili-
tants were hiding in the wvil-
lage. As the troops entered the
village, hiding militants
opened fire ori the troops.

The troops returned fire
and in the ensuing gunfight
three militants were killed.
Three AK assault rifles, .nine
magazines, 68 rounds of am-
munition and a hand grenade
were seized from the killed
militants, the spokesman said.

He said four militants were
taken imto custody by the
troops from Badgam town in
central Kashmir.

A Pakistan-trained militant
of owtlawed Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front fel
in the dragnet of the troops at

vﬂla:ge ngai in h:mntnag dis-
trict. while two suspecied mil-
itants were arrested from
Kanabal area of the district,
the spokesman said.

He said two militants were
detained during house-to-
house searches at Ganipora in
Baramulla district along wit
dtwo AK assault rifles. their
three magazines and 25
rounds of ammunition.

Floods kill 53 in
Uttar Pradesh

NEW DELHI, Aug 11: Floods
rampaging the northern Indian
state of Uttar Pradesh have
killed at least 53 le and
caused widespread destruc-
tion, the Press Trust of India

(PTI) reported today, reports
AFP

The latest victims were a
and his son who died

when. their house collapsed in
‘heavy rains on Wednesday in
Ghazipur District, some 600
kilometers (378 wmiles) north-
wesl of Calcutta, 1he news

agency said.

election

‘president’'s rule,

Meanwhllt AFP adds : l'[1-|.||:Li.';'| s
parliament extended direct
federal rule over Kashmir for
six /more months Wednesday
after Home Minister Shankar
Rao Chavan ruled out an early

in the :utrife torn
Hinmlaran state. -

A government request to
prolong New Delhi's control
over the state administration

until February was passed by
acclamation in the bicameral

- “parliament.

Kashmir has been Mtimul
an elected state administration

since a Muslim moderate ad- ,d‘!'
ministration resigned in Jan-

uary 1990 at the height of a
Muslim secessionist_upsfirge in
the state. AT

Direct federal rule, called
requires a
parliamentary mandate every
six months.

The latest extension was
granted after Chavan scotched

speculation that New Delhi was
planning to stage early state
assembly elections, urng it
would be "premature tée rush
into the electoral process.”
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UNESCO awards 3

literacy prizes

PARIS. Aug 11:, The UN
Education. Scientific and
Cultural Organisation on
Wednesday awarded its inter-
natiohal literacy prizes for
1994 to groups in Malawi,
India and Tunisia, reports AP.

Malawi's National Centre for
Literacy and Adult Education,
which has taught 646,500
people to pedad, 85 per cent of
them women, won the 15,000
dirs International Reading
Prize; ' L

The award was set up in
1979 by . the International
Reading Association of the
United States.

The Lorete Day School in
Sealdah, India, part of the
Roman Catholic Loreto Order's
network of girls’ schools. won
the Noma Prize for its innova-
tive reading programmes, such
as child-tg-child teaching in

«| Tural areas that has deeply cut
| into dropout rates.

The~ 15,000 dollars Noma
Prize was established in 1980
by the late Japanese publisher,
Soichi Noma.

The National Union of
Tunisian Wémen won the King
Sejong Literary Prize for help-
ing improve women's status by
cutting female: dropout rates
and creating reading pro-
granimes for the poor

Arafat, Rabin admit [
differences B

EREZ CROSSING POINT,
Gaza 5Strip. Aug 11: IsracH
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabau)
and PLO leader Yasser Arafat
acknowledged thetr differ-
enices at a summil Wednesday
but pledged to implement the
pact they signed three months
ago, reports AP

The summit al the Erez

Crossing was their first meet-

ing im Gaza since the
Palestinian leader moved there
last month to run the self-rule
government. The two leaders
last met July 6 in Paris after
receiving a UN peace prize.

Rabin and Arafat discussed
siiags in their May 4 agree-
ment. which"™ granted the
Falestine Liberation Orga-
nisation (PLO) authority over
the Gaza Strip and Jericho.

"We don't have a magic
wand. but we hope that with
determination... we will be able
to overcome all our obstacles.”
Arafal told reporters afier the
90-minute meeting.

Issues on the agenda in-
vluded the release ol thou
sands of Palestinian prisoners
from israell jails. expanding
self-rule elsewhere in the West
Bank. implementing the sale
passage agreement across
Israel between Gaza and
Jericho as well as the overall
size of Jericho.

Rabin said that the subjec
i Jerusalem had not been dis-
citssed. bul said that ihere
bad been remarks here und

-

there® about the city.
The future status of
Jerusalem is one of the tough-

es! issues between |srael and
the Palestinians. [srael claims

the entire city as its eapital
while the Palestinians want Lo
make east Jerusalem Lhe capi

tal of their would-be state
Rabin sald that commitiees

would meet next week at Erez

1o .discuss elections among

other issues Lhe two leaders
might meet in two weeks if
required.

Police on both sides
mountied a major security op-

eration for the summit. with
the roads leading to the
crossing point — a previous
scene of violent clashes —
scaled before the 3 pm (1200
GMT) meeting.

Rabin lashed ‘out at
Palestinian Foreign Minister
Farouk Kaddoumi for saying in

Tunis that violence against

[srael should continue until all
Palestinian lands are liberated.
Rabin called his statement a
serious violation of the sell
rule accord between the two

sides.
Another tough issue to be

resolved (s Palestinian [i-
nances. Without at least dirs
6500 millon in ald promised

for this year. the self-rule gov
ernmen{ could go bankrupt.

The Palestinian autherity has

not. been able to organize the
lax collection thal was also
supposed to help fund their
government.

PLO Uhawrman Yakser

Gaza Strip on Wednesday .

Abatat (L aod leraeli Premier
Yitzhak Rabin listen to reporters’ questions following their
mecting at the Erez Crossing Point between Israel and the

— AFP photo

Lankan opposition leadei-
fears military rule

COLOMBO, Aug 11: A top
Sri Lankan oppesition leader
Thursday expressed the fear
that the ruling party would not

“transfer power if it loses the

August 16 nttwral nlmtiunn
reports AP.

" "There is a serious threat
that martial law will be de-
clared and leading opposition
leaders will be placed under
house arrest,” Chandrika Ku-
maratunga of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party told reporters.

Mrs. Kumaratunga, who is
tipped to be the prime minis-
ter if the opposition People's
Alliance that her ‘party belongs
to wins, said she planned fo go
into hiding after the polls.’

Mrs. Kumaratunga has
stopped addressing public ral-
lies on Tuesday after death
threats that she blamed on al-
lies of the ruling party.

Under the Sri Lanka consti-
tution, the winning party can
form a government only after
the president invites them to
do so. The party has to prowe

-its majority in parliament later.

The ruling Onited National

Party has controlled the 225-

member parliamcnt for 17
Vears.
But manmy poltical 'amlyatn-_

-mdmwﬂdummmhre

pre ::Hc:ting Aah opposition vic-
h::r_',' because -its candidates
swept the Maich. provincial

council palls in southern Sri
Lanka.

Japan to buy
US weaponry

WASHINGTON, Aug 11:

Japan is preparing te buy 803

million dullar in US military
weaponry.” including two air-
borne warning radar systems
made by Boeing Co, the
Defence Department said on
Wednesday. reports Reuter.

The purchases are part of
Tokyo's ongoing eflort to im-
prove its waich over air and
sea 1lanes’ around and
approaching the Pacific nation,
the Pentagon said in brief
notices to Congress.

Oftf the Record

Pet rat gnaws

child to death
. 'FULLERTON. Calif: A hemeless couple whose infant son
was gnawed to death by the family's pet rat were each sen

tenced Wedm:aday to six years in prison dﬁ.’f“' being lmmr}
guilty of child neglect, reports Reuter.

Prosecutor James Tanizaki saitl during the parents

irial

the rat, named "Homer.,” had Bitten the four-month-old boy
more than 100 times as he lay in the trash-strewn car where

" he lived with his mother, father and four-year-old sister.

The boy bled to death, Tanizaki said.

Orange County Superior Court Judge Kazuharu

Makino sawd

she was sentencing the child's parents. Steven and Kathleen
Giguere, to the maximum term because they had sacrificed

their children's welfare for drugs.

!

- "These two children were solely dependent on their
mother and father for their welfare. These people were given
public money for the welfare of their children. Insiecad that
money went for drugs. They used that money: for their own

sell interest so much that they couldnit pay rent.

Lhey

couldn't buy foed. they had to live in their car.” Makino said

Jackson declines to testify -
in child molestation case

LOS ANGELES: Michael
Jackson declined to re-
spond to court questioning
about ehild molestation al-
legations levelled by five
former bodyguards, accord-
ing to recently released:
court documents. reports
AP.

- «Jackson, who regently .
married . Elvis  Presley s

daughter Lisa Marie, is

being sued by five former

bodyguards -who contend

they were fired in 1993

because of their firsthand

knowledge of his alleged activities with young boys.
They sued Jackson in Noveniber, saying they were fired so

I.he]r would appear to be
* investigation,

"disgruntled emplovees” in asiy futiirs

'Jackson has steadfastly denied the molestation aecusation
In documents made available this week. ‘Jacksan denied

the five were ever regular employees. clainiing
hired only infrequently to provide security for his partiiis

property.

'.]H":.. T

'1'-'uJ'

In the documents, which were filed July 18 in response to

the bodyg

uards’' lawsuit, Jackson declined te respond to
questions about the allegations of child abuse.

Jac ann in-

the US. Constitution’s Fifth Amendment ri;{ht against

self*incrimination.
The

bodyguards contend Jackson frequently sneaked ado-

"lescent boys. into his bedroom at his parents’ home while liv-
ing there, and that he ordered one guard to retrieve and de

sirov a phutngraph of a naked boy from .

bathroom.

Jackson's private

! b b '
. Raman city discovered
RALEIGH: The lost city of Aila, one of the great port cities
of the Roman Empire, was discovered this summer hencath

the sands of the Jordanian city of Agaba. a team of US re-
searchers announced Wednesday. reports Reuter

The team from North Carolina State Umiversily

waArned

Lhat the site, near the Israeli border, could disappear again -
this time under hotels and parking lots as the new peace

agreement between Jordan and lsrael leads 1o economic ex
pansion in the region. _

"There is a great sense of urgency to this: wirrk ~said
Thomas Parker, a history professor and leader ol the team of

archaelogists, historians and studdeits thal rediscovered the

L [HIh}rnEr-n]d city this sununer,

"l knew that with the growil ol mm‘hm Aqgaba. this would
probably be our last chance to tind the ancient city &f Aila. if i
rver was to be found,” Parker told a news conference where
artifacts and photographs from the dig were on display

Their only clues to Alla's location were ancient records
and some aerial photographs that hi.n'nl‘-d al the outlines of

long-buried walls.

But within weeks they had uncovered remnants {rom the

Cily

that existed from the first century BC to the 7th century

AD. The items included portions of the wall that suriounded
the ¢ity. thousands of pieces of potlery. coins and a camel's
pelvic bone on which someone had written a latter.

The letter is currently being translated.

Aila was an economic centre for the Roman Empire until

30 AD when Prophet

Mohammed conguered the city.

Within decades the Muslims had built' a city several miles

away and Alla was abandoned.

Man held for inflight
sexual assault on girl

NEW YORK: A [5-year-old girl was wexually assaulted by a
man who sat next to her on a Nlight from Rome to New York,

authorities said. reports AP.

The girl told police that Arthur Coréne, 45 gl Brooek Park
O)hio, attacked her in the last row of TWA Flight 853, avcord
ing to Tom Middlemiss, a spokesman for the Part Autharity ol

New York and New

Police arrested Coreno when the plne landed Wednesday

The man

covered hér with & blanket and wndid

her pants after she fell asleep. police were guoted as saying in

Thursday's New
The girl awoke

New York Newsday newspaper.
during the attack, but was

too frightened to

stop him. She waited until the man was himsell aslosp, then

e father and six ok

ran to her father, police told Newsday.
relatives then ran te the back of

the plane and st mmmmumumwumu
-mw Mm{hrrWMﬂdw

Coreno for the rest of

. The girl was hurm:tahw Mnuld




