@he Baily Star

_ : Late S. M. Al
Dhaka, Friday, August 12, 1994

Let's Put the Controversy
Behind

Taslima Nasreen has left the country and ar-
Mml“m“hmem&ocmm$ngﬁ-
standably with a protective shield thrown -
does not presage any punctuation in the legal

Pu here beacrlulc the ad interim bail
ttdbythcl-ll;hCuurttoher-Mvedh:rto
gln represented by a lawyer. Only that she needed

to kup the authorities about her where-
abouts. She has a valid and as a person
on bail, a to practices followed by
many countries, could not be hard and

fast restriction on her movement during the
pendency of her case. So, the legal process is

theore on and could be so on the
of the bail . This is one aspect of the
scenario despite her de

Slnc: the Swedish Fore 'Him;ter m-
ﬁﬂ expressed her umﬂsﬁcﬁm at T deem
out of the co we can
Masnununfmhdshm
extension of what we ourselves f-:lt when she
threw her lot with the law of the country in the

first place. This should preclude an ty of
the controversy over her to be a to, or even
kept alive abroad. For that could be as
an avoidable embarrassment to esh. The

relaxation of the tension around her in the wake
of her exit from the country, which can be felt
even internationally now, is the result of some
tangible positive developments in her case. Even
before these took place we had seen a reflection
of the true nature of things in Bangladesh
sneaking through some in-depth filed
ﬂrat hand from Bangladesh. s trend should
ow pick up from the proven ability of Taslima to
ﬂutufthcmuntryaaanunnnatakak:marknf
er personal freedom. We believe wherever she
oes now she will conduct herself in full
ference to the sensibilities of her countrymen.
Likewise, given the respect for international
opinion which Taslima's ability to move freely
essen
of the western media perhaps to spare
any more adverse publicity.
Internally, we need to in , as well. She
was traumatlacd inside the cuuntry by death

threats issued by fanatics who were so -

“strung by the obsession st her that it

up abroad some deep-sea notions of religious
extremism. It is a d-set a grist to the
mill. The worry of physical on her life is
off now. But

could be attempts at whi
upthclssucbyﬂmsamcﬂcmcntawtmhndpp‘-ﬁ

to take law into their hands while she was here
on the plea that the government let her go un-
g:;lmshed The people palpably want the issue to
left behind. |
There has been eno of a national distraction
owing to the high-pitched controversy over
Taslima Nasreen with many a priority issue going

badly unattended. Eno is eno National at-
tention must now revert back to hu.mlg? is-
sues in hand. Much of the deflective

nation came from a slanted: publicity that
Bangladesh got . , In some ﬂﬂc to the

manner in which we addressed the issue from
time to time. The government ought to draw its
lessons from the episode thinking that there
could be a repetition and it must be prepared to
handle the same better in future. It t:annut be a
one-time affair. That's for sure.

The Physical Challenges

The country is now passing through an erratic-
spell of weather. Or a spell of erratic weather, if
you will. Either way this is a common man's
complaint made possibly every Shravan for many
many years past. Now it's a dry Shravan, then it
was an extra-wet one last year. On Wednesday,
however, a stamp of authority was put on this
brand of popular meteorology by a top brass of our
Met Department. Not to mind his technical abra-
cadabra, his observation boiled down to saying
that this year's weather conduct was erratic, to be
sure, but not unusual. Well, that exactly was the
popular idea of the thing which is quite patenuy
neither here nor there. Our people, specially
those depending on water behaviour, have by now
learnt to take these fluctuations in their stride.
They sell their cattle, then their utensils, then
their land and then, part by part, their home-
stead-windows and doors going first and the roof
and posts last. And trudge up — or down —to the
city slums. Those who survive with ploughshares
remaining with them together with the plots of
land to work them or, carry on with the biggest
money-churner of the national economy —
namely, agriculture — no matter if it's no rain or
an excess of it.

Once while imbibing the elementaries of
Bangladesh economy, the pupil was taught that
'vagaries of nature' was a factor contributing to
the health or otherwise of the peasant and indeed
the whole of our society. We have come past that.
Droughts and erosions do continue to affect ihdi-
vidual families or even particular areas. Nationally
speaking, things average out to a goodly yearly in-
crease on the annual yield of our national agricul-
tural produce. Thanks wholly to the resilience of
our peasants who do not grudge sliding down to
subhuman levels of existence.

But can this go on for too long? The towns and
cities would swell in the manner of cancerous
growths. To obviate the ills of an erratic weather,
the society is becoming ill beyond easy recovery.
Neither politics nor society is caring to address
this challenge, this degeneration of social re-
sponse and resolve so necessary to overcome
physical challenges.

We have been spared a Doomsmonday-April
‘91-style visitation for three years. Any time the
elements may.strike again. How have we pre-
pared to face that? A still bigger challenge looms
~over the horizon, threateningly. The danger of
the Bay of Bengal engulfing much of our Southern
areas sloping down into the sea — as a result of
the world ocean rising due to global warming. Has
the government begun to take the threat séri-
ously? Hardly. Butwhy?

A society doesn't these days die so easily. But
every time the elemental challenges take a
macro-sized toll of life and property, it dimin-
ishes the society dangerously. When shall we be
sensible enough to be so organised as to respond
to the physical challenges in a civilised manner?

where the
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N the next few days Lhe
partition of the subconti-
nent will be 47 years old.
At that time the Muslim
Tty areas separated from
Iindia and founded a new
country, Pakistan. In the
halocaust that followed, nearly
five lakh people were killed,
twice that number injured and
almest 3.5 crore uprooted. |
Jvas one of the uprooted.
| have not lorgotten the
pain-etched faces, men and
women, Hindus, Muslyns and
Sikhs, with their belongings
bundled on their heads and
their fear-stricken children
trailing behind. Thousands of
us passed in the oppesite di-
rection. We understood each
other: it was a spontaneous
kinship. Both had seen murder
and worse; both had lefl
homes, hearths and friends
behind. Both had been broken

on the rack of history: both °

were ref :

| was confident that with
the passage ol time the
wounds would heal and India
and Pakistan would become
good neighbours. if not friends.
But [ have been proved wrong.
| see the walls of fear and dis-
trust going higher and higher
and the relationship between
the two deteriorating further
and further. touching to day
the lowest point in normal
tiMmes. Now the bottom-line is
that even® diplomats of one
country are not safe in the
other.

It is no use apportioning
the blame because both are not
free from it. There is not a
single international forum
two have not
clashed. There is not an eco-
nomic or diplomatic device
which they have not used to
harm one another. Their en-
mity is proverbial. And there is
no exaggeration in the observa-
tion that New Delhi's foreign
policy is *“ formulated in
Islamabad and Islamabad's in

GOS (Non Governme-
ntal Organizations) have

‘Wade significant impa-
ct in bringing about socio-

economic changes in rural
Bangladesh. They are dynamic
and have clear-cut objectives
in view. They have a vision
before them. Their pro-
grammes are related to eco-
nomic activities (particularly
credit for poor} health and ed-
ucation.

There are local NGOs
(Grameen Bank, BRAC,
Prosikha etc.] and also foreign
NGOs (CARE, OXFAM etc.) Dr.
Yunus of Grameen Bank., Mr.
Abed of BRAC and Dr. Zafrullah
Chowdhury of Gono Sikkha
Kendra have made their name
and earned fame through NGO
activities. There are also
others “‘who have not been
named here. -

However, the NGOs suffer
from one serious deficiency.

= They rely for their sustenance

on Foreign fund. All NGO activ-
ities. will come to a standstill,

ABBI Uzi Meshulum

says he and a group of

‘his followers are in jail
for blowing the whistle on one
of Israel's darkest secrets —
the alleged sale of thousands of
Yemeni Jewish children to
raise money for the state.

"A lot of very powerful peo-
ple want Rabbi Uz silenced.”
says Meir Kuzriel. who has
been investigating the affair for
five years. :

Kuzriel and other- re-
searchers say that in the late
1940s thousands of Jewish or-
phans were brought to lsrael.
Their parénts had been killed
in the Holocaust, the attempt

by Germany's fascist leader .

Adolf Hitler to wipe out all
Jewish people.

Moved by the children's
plight, many couples in the
United States applied to adopt
them. ‘The Israeli government
refused, determined to boost
the new country's small popu-
lation as quickly as possible.

But the temptation to cash
in on the offers — to pay for
defence and, ironically, immi-
grant absorption — proved too
much. A decision appears to
have been made to substitute
European orphans with
Yemenite babies taken from
their parents at immigrant
transit camps, nurseries and
» maternity wards.

It is claimed that about
4,500 infants, mostly Yemenis,
were sold to adoptive parents
‘abroad between 1948 rand

1956 in a business worth about

No Go from Indo-Pak Talks

The two

have now taken intractable positions. Pakistan says that it will not hold talks with India

_ unless there is a meaningful dialogue on Kashmir. India's stand is that unless Pakistan stops helping

' militants in Kashmir, the question of having a dialogue with Pakistan does not arise.

Hﬂr Delhi because, out of habit

or spite, one acis opposite of
the other. Still hnth are aglow

with a-sense of -Ous-
ness, seldom re il-'lng their
own mistakes.

What makes the situation
more distressing is that the
new generation has neither
the nostalgia nor the pull of
personal relations. They have
grown up in an atmosphere of
ignorance and unfriendliness.
They have been fired with the
belief — thanks to intelligence
agencies — that the people on
the other side are their ene-
mies.

On the other hand, the two
countries have exhausted vari-
ous possibilities. There are not
many stones left unturned.

Practically all avenues have
been probed. The dialogues.
which have been held in the
subcontinent or abread. have
come (o neught. The same
people are covering the same
ground with the same results.
Even the limited contact is
snapping off.

Newspapers and books
stopped selling in each other's
country during the 1965 war.

A few years ago, the hockey
and cricket teams suspended
playing in the subcontinent.
Now visas have been drastically
cut. The few who are able to
travel to the other side face
the police harassment end-
lessly. The much-publicised

‘Samjhota (agreement] train

between Delhi and Lahore is a
nightmare. the passengers un-
dergoing numberless indigni-
ties on both ends.

Kashmir obfuscates the re-

lationship at every «evel. In
privale also, Kashmir is the
stumbling block. The two gov-
ernments have now taken in-
tractable positions. Pakistan
says that it will not hold talks
with India unless there is a
meaningful dialogue on
Kashmir. In other words, it
warnts some indication before-
hand how 'far’ India is willing
to go and on that 'far’ depends
Pakistan's response. India's
stand is that unless Pakistan
stops helping militants in

tion. except cause destruction.
Kashmir may become another
Alghanistan, as the JKLF
leader, Amanullah Khan in
Pakistan, has warned.

The fact that Kashmir has
got entangled with domestic
politics on both sides has fur-
ther ted matters. In
Pakistan, Kashmir is the only
topic which brings the two in-
veterate opponents, Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto and
former Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, together. One tries lo

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

Kashmir, the guestion of hav-
ing a dialogue with Pakistan
does not arise.

But until they sit across the
table, how will they surmount
difficulties in the way of a set-
tlemment? The Shimla agree-
ment, signed in 22 years ago,
has enjoined upon them to
find 'a final settlement on
Jammu and Kashmir'. All lead-
ing powers. including America,
Russia and China, have empha-
sised on them to hold talks to
find a peaceful solution.
Therefore, the - position the
two countries have taken de-
fies logic.

In fact, the refusal to have
talks, whatever the reason, is
restricting peaceful options.
They have already ﬁnught three
wars. Another, on the cards. is
nol going to throw up any solu-

outdo the other in rhetoric.
Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao says in the same breath
that Kashmir is an integral
part of India and that New
Delhi was prepared to have
talks with Islamabad on
Kashmir. Even il he were to be
conciliatory, he could not af-
ford to do so when the assem-
bly elections in 10 states are
due in the next six months.
And after that, only a year will
be left for"the Lok Sabha polls.
The Bhartiya Janata Pasty is
wanting to scrape even Article
370, which gives Jammu and
Kashmir a special status. The
ruling will be wary of

sion to Pakistan.
I often wonder whether
Kashmir is a symptom or a

disease; whether the two
countries would not have found
some other issue to hate each
other. Kashmir is in ferment
from 1990. But even before,
there was an uneasy peace
between the two,
mistrusting the other [t
appears that hostility between
India and Pakistan is basically
between Hindus and Muslims
that had led to partition. The
division should have lessened
hatred. But it has got
institutionalised .

Nothing could be more fu-
tile than an argument now

about who was responsible for,

the partition of the subconti-
nent. With the sequence of
events stretching back for over
several decades. such an exer-
cise can only be of an academic
distraction. But it is clear that
the  differences between
Hindus and Muslims had be-
come so acute by the begin-
ning of the forties that some-
thing like partition had be-
come inevitable. But the if of
history are at best hypothetical
and at worst subjective.

Has partition served the
purpose of Muslims? | do not
know. In Pakistan people avoid
the word 'partition’. On August
14 they celebrate their deliv-
erance, not so much from
British rule as from the fear of
Hindp rule. During my trips to
that country, | have heard

' people say that they are happy

that at least they have 'some
place’ where they feel secure.
free of 'Hindu domination’ or
‘Hindu aggressiveness'.

I feel that the Muslims have
been the biggest losers: Lhey

Our Expatriates can Have their own NGOs
by Syed Ali Kabir

if foreign funds are not avail-
able. However, foreign conors
will continue to suppoft local
NGOs on aeccount of quality of
their leadership.

The idea of this paper is to
encourage expatriate commui-
nities of Bangladesh in USA,
Canada and elsewhere to initi-
ate some NGO type activities in
Bangladesh. The members of
expatriate community are
highly intelligent and patriotic.
They are gradually becoming
financially affluent. They can
render help to their kith and
kin in the country.

Thus an _ expatriate
Bangladesh community can
make a small but a steady be-
ginning in an area and in
about a deecade it may have an
NGO with significant capital
fund. Meanwhile, unless the
fund accumulates, many activi-
ties can be undertaken with

small donations. The members
of Bangladesh community may
have several strategies to do-
nate money for welfare activi-
ties in their home country.
The strategies are indicated
here, for examplg: .

(a)JAn NGO can be started in
the USA by the expairiaies
from Bangladesh. It can be reg-
istered as a local NGO also in
Bangladesh. In such a case do-
nations will be sent to it
through private channel and
exchange value will be cred-
ited in the bank account of the
NGO concerned.

bl A local NGO can register
itsell with NGO Affairs Bureau
and receive foreign fund.
However, belore registering it-
self initiallv. a project small or
big has tv be develuped.

lc] Expatriates can forim an

_be done in Bangladesh

NGO abroad and register it
with NGO Affairs Bureau for lo-
cal activities. _

(d) The expatriates can do-
nate funds to already estab-
lished NGOs. The objectives
can be defined and a contract
made for utilization of fund in
accordance with the wishes of
the expatriate donors.

Some welfare activities can
with as
little as US dollar one hundred
per annum. A student can be
rendered help for education or
a rural clinic can use this
money. Bigger projects are
possible. But the important
thing initially is to keep the
administrative cost down. It
can be done in numerous ways
with as little as US$.100 to
LUS$. 200 per month. Efficient
NGO work can be done with

part time assistance and with-
out hiring any premises. Such
NGOs can be run from one's
own home. An educated re-
tired gentleman or a can

do it. The important thing is
the will to do it.

When an expatriate comes
home on holiday, s(he) can do
some supervisory work over
the NGO activities undertaken
with expatriate donations. A
simple control system can
help to monitor NGO from
abroad. 1 worked for a US
based NGO for a year. | learnt
the art from them. It has de-
veloped an excellent systemn of
monitoring through quarterly
reports and periodical visits. It
works through couftry repre-
sentatives. who work from
their residences in different

countries. For expatriates from
Bangladesh such a model is

Cash for—Babzes Scandal Haunts Israel

Barry Chamish writes from Jerusalem

Portrayed by the Israeli government as a dangerous cult leader, Rabbi Uzi Meshulum is being
held in custody along with a group of his followers. Gemini News Service reports, however,
that many people believe he is behind bars because some national leaders are afraid of what
he is saying about one of the country’s darkest secrets.

 Rabbi Uz Meshulum:

Blowing the whistle
$25 million.

The parents were issued
forged death certificates. They
protested, but with little
knowledge of the language or
political system, they could do
little. Those who fought for
their babies were rudely
treated. *

Yigal Yosef, current Mayor

of Rosh Haayin, recalls how his
mother screamed in- a mater-

nity hospital when told his
new-born sister had disap-
peared. Yosef's mother was ar-
rested, roughed up, warned

never to open _her mouth again
and thrown on her doorstep

from a moving car.

Researchers allege that
those who collaborated in the
operation included the Health,
Wellare, Interior and Defence
Ministries as well as the coun-
try's first Prime Minister Ben
Gurion, former President Cha-
im Herzog, current Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres and
many members of the Labour
Party.

In 1967, journalist Uri
Avineri exposed the matter in
a magazine article. An assassi-
nation attempt against him
failed when the gun jammed.
The attacker was captured and
identified as an agent for
Shabak, the internal security
agency.

Meshulum picked up where
Avineri left off, collecting the
names of missing children in
order to trace them. A former
military intelligence offiger,
Meshulum had the contacls.

many of them Yemeni Jews, to
get access. to sensitive infor-
mation.

Kuzriel says Rabbi Meshu-
lum "worries that incest will
be committed as brothers and
sisters unknowingly become
lovers or spouses.

"His primary concern is
that further sins will be com-
mitted that can be prevented
only by tracing.all the children.
Unfortunately for him, the in-
formation he wants implicates
some of our leaders today.”

In the 1980s, Meshulum
got the Knesset (Parliament)
to open a preliminary investi-
gation into the ;allegations.

_During that probe, a govern-

ment official at the time of the
Kidnappings admitted
"numerous illegal adoptions
occurred,” and pointed to the
"involvement of the pgovern-
ment establishment in the af-
fair.”

The Knesset turned down
the recommendation for a full
investigation. But Meshulum
continued his campaign and in
1988 public pressure forced
the Government to appoint o

commission of inquiry. One of
its first-findings was that "onlv
650 babies disappeared.’ an
admission that the crime did
take place.

The matter remained dor-
mant until this year when
Meshulum published a
magazine in which he named
those he charged with respon-
sibility for the crime.

Within two weeks, an at-
tempt was made to vandalise
Meshulum's home and semi-
nary, and in the ensuing dis-
pute 250 police and intelli-
gence officers backed by
sharpshooters, sappers. heli-
copters and attack dogs ar-
rived on the scene. During the
fracas a policeman was report-
edly shot by one of the stu-
dents. :

You don't see that concen-
tration of force deployed
against terrorists in Lebanon,
let alone to settle a neighbour-
hood argument.” says Avi
Zerubi, one of Meshulum's stu-
dents.

Zerubi says thal the prop-

erly remained under siege for

six weeks and that anyone who

one

quarterly statement should be

submitted to NGO Affairs
Bureau by the NGO

the fund, to monitor the funds
received. The NGOs who pro-
pose to receive such fund will
have to register with NGO
Aflairs Bureau but no formal

project proposal need be sub-

mitted. For, project really will
depend on the size of the fund

received. Such an approach
carn bring substantial fund from

USA for welfare. ities
Bangladtah from :f:?rxpatﬂq

The writer is a wellknoun
columnist.

left was beaten or arrested.
Finally in May, 1.000 security
personnel descended on the
property on the order of Primie
Minister Itzhak Rabin. In that
incident a 19-year-old boy was
killed by a sharpshooter after
police claimed he shot at a he-
licopter. The next day
Meshulum, his students and
150 followers around the
country were arrested.

Zerubi claims there was lit-
tle public interest in the sicgﬁ
and arrests because "a sophis-
ticated media campaign” made
Meshulum out to be a danger-
ous man similar to David
Koresh, the American cult fig-
ure who died along with more
than 70 followers when police
attacked their Texas com-
pnund last year.

"Once he was labelled as a
kook. the public forget about
the crime he was fighting to
solve,” Zerubi says.

Rabbi Meshulum and 11 fol-
lowers remain In jail, waiting
for a court hearing on a variety
of charges. including conspir-
acy and attempted murder,
About 140 other devotees and
sympathisers have been re-
leased on a gag order that
sanctions their re-arrest if
they talk to the media.

But many Yemenites in
their 40s and 50s — including
singing star Boaz Sharabi — are
speaking out about the stolen
siblings.

BARRY CHAMISH is the edi-
tor of Inside Israel, a monthly

intelligence newsletter.
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BBC

Sir, | had more than a fort-
night back addressed ' BBC
through the column of your
esteemed newspaper. |1 had
expected an answer from BBC
Bangla Service but in vain,
" Hearteningly quite a few per-

sons have shown their dismay,

against the arrogant attitude of
BBC.

The Bangla Service of BBC
is. it ‘seems, biased, provoca-
tive and in a sense anti-

_ lesh. Is this because it
has huge number of Indlan
Bengalees serving in the BBC
Bangla Service or are the pro-

gressives basically tailored for
West Bengal listeners or be-
cause they simply want to im-
pose their prescribed way of
thinking?

We are positively grateful
for the services rendered b}r
BBC Bangla Service during our
Liberation War in 1971. But
now, where is that objective,
sincere and heart touching
Journalism? We literally fail to
understand,

When the FM services were
allocated to the BBC we were
extremely excited, but the
negative attitude of BBC

Bengali Service has completely
frustrated us. [ have for the

to BBC Bengali Service [of
course, if that matters at all to
the BBC Bengali Service),

While upholding the views
of Advocate Abdul Azim, |
would further suggest that
Radio Bangladesh may relay in
FM Band the Bengali pro-
grammes of various countries.
That way we will be able to
form our own assessment and
will not have to depend on the
monopoly of BBC and CNN.

May | humbly request the
BBC Bengall Service that if
they earnestly want to keep a
stronghold in Bangladesh, they
please address themselves to
Bangladesh and not [ndia.
Bangladeshi problems have to
be solved from the Bangladeshi
perspective and not Indian
perspective.

Should BBC Bengali Service
still opt to continue this nega-
tive attitude towards us, then
we should rather lorm an anti-
BBC Bengali Service club high-
lighting all such negative news

If anybody disagrees with
me, [ most cordially invite
him/her to write through
these columns defending BBC's
Bengali Service and prove that
what we are saying is wrong'.
Hassan .

Shamoly, Dhaka

'Taslima Nasrin
Affair...'

Sir, While agreeing with
your columnist on 'Taslima
Nasrin Affair....' (appearing on
the editorial page of 26/7/94)
allow me to point out here
that the issue is created by the
quarter looking for anything to
divert public attention from
the demand of trial for the war
crimes {1971 liberation war).
In their gleeful satisfaction on
geiting a cause to arouse the
religious-minded simple peo-
ple of the country they care-
fully hide the fact that Islam is
too great a faith to be harmed
by the utterances of the igno-

lievers is to pray for their cor-
rection. It is unfortunate that
the popular government has
found reason to play in the
hand of the manipulators. And
the opposition party has put
the issue in lesser priority,

Concerned.
Dk

BCS Education Cadre

5ir, With due respect we
beg to draw the kind attention
of the highest state authority;
through your esteemed col-
umn, to the faect that the
members of BCS education
cadre are not given any chance
to participate in the 'Senior
Scale Promotion Test' con-
ducted by the BPSC, twice a
year, which is an obligatory
part of the cadre service. As a
result only senfority is bein
considered as the basis o
promotion to senior scale in
education cadre, which is a
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time-being stopped listening and views. rant. The duty of the true be- clear violation ef cadre rule.

But the Ministry of Education,
Mimnistry of Establishment and
even the BPSC are paying no
attention to this.

BPSC has submitted its an-
nual report but did not dis-
close the matter as a discrep-
ancy, that education cadre is
not participating in the senior
scale promotion test. But the
matter of police service and
some other services has been
mentioned as not following thge
cadre rule in toto.

However, HBPSC has " an-
nounced the examination cir-
cular of February session. We,
therefore., most humbly draw
the kind attention of the
honorable President te the
matter so as to ensure partici-
pation of the members of edu-
cation cadre in the coming ex-
amination.

AN M Abduwr Rahman
(BCS Education Cadre)
Rajshahi College



