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enough to keep the hospitals
emergency wards open. But
from we can all
say that the less said about the
services avallable at such
places, the better

Our venerable doctors have
said that the government could
have taken a different action,
other than suspension. We
would like to say the same to
BMA it could also have chosen
a different path than holding
the sick to ransom. If the sus-
pension is all that wrong, why
not go to court and sue the
government for illegal action?
Why not hold a few demon-
strations in front of the health
ministry? Why neot go to the
minister and explain the un-

PM's intervention
sought to salvage

agri sector

The Prokrichi-BCS Central
Action Committee yesterday
accused the bureaucracy of
conspiring to jeopardise the
success achieved in agriculture
sector for rendering the coun-
try aid-dependent, repeorts
UNB.

A meeting of the committee
held at the Krishibid Ins-
titution sought Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's
intervention in salvaging the
sector from the clutches of bu-
reaucrats.

Referring to a report that
agricultural research came to' a
standstill due to the conspir-
acy hatched by the bureau-
cracy, the meeting alleged that
a section of bureaucrats was
involved in deep-rooted con-
spiracy to cripple the research
activilies.

WASA regrets
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rushed to the spot on Sunday
and started repair work.

They checked the entire
area for probable leakages and
completed the cleaning and
repair work by Tuesday. the
press release said.

"The supply of water in the
areas by WASA is at present
free from any contamination,”
it added

The press release said, only
a few families ware affected,
not 50 families as reported in
the newspaper.

The WASA press r:itasc
said "Sewer lines in some of
the places in the old areas of
the city have become dilapi-
dated. The WASA is taking
necessary steps to clean and
replace the old pipes.*

This newspaper published a
report on Tuesday narrating
the miseries of the people of
Baddanagar

tention was to the
people. in order to force the
government to change its de-
cision.

it is definitely not for me to
point out the mgral, ethical
and the humanitarian aspect of

a doctor's profession. If any

other group goes on strike —
teachers, engineers, civil ser-

vants, journalists, etc, — soci-

ety is no doubt disrupted, and
peuple suffer. But none of
them can be compared to what
happens to the sick and the
diseased when the doctors
turn away from their duties.
Death or permanent physical
or mental damage does not re-
sult from work stoppage of any
other professional group.

Are doctors, then. never Lo
go for strike action? Yes, only
after all other avenues have
been exhausted. And such ac-
tion has to be taken with the
concern of the patients up-
permost in mind. Here, we not
only have a 24-hour strike al-
ready enforced, but the threat
of a 48-hour strike is just
around the corner.

Nobody forced our doctors
to choose this profession. They
came into it on their own, and
we Lhe people paid for their
highly expensive education.
Once having chosen this voca-
tion, every doctor must play by
the rules of the profession,
especially because he/she
deals with human lives.

If the government was
wrong in suspending the 12
doctors who were found to be
absent from their duties. then
the BMA was far more wrong
in taking the nation ho#tage to
achieve its demands. This is a
sign of moral and ethical
bankruptcy of the highest
order.

In my view, this is nothing
“wit a show of raw power,

-which is motivated by the de-

sire to teach the government a
lesson. Well let me tell my
doctor friends, the only lesson
you are teaching is that you
have absglutely no concern for
your patients, and that you
think you are above the law,
and also that nothing can be
done against any of you, with-
out the fear that innocent hu-
man lives will be lost because

- of your retributive action.

Cardio-vaseular hospital
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Lo start surgery in k981,
only o decade later,
far behind
hospitals.”
The biggest disturbing fact
is that the NICVD emergency
unit is not a coronary emer-
gency unit in the true sense.
The doctors of the hospital
admitted - that the emergency
unit does not hgve all the
necessary equipment to treat
critical patients.

But
it is now
other heart

The institute has no post of*

emergency medical officer at
the emergency unit and

doctors are deputed to it from
the Suhrawardy Hospital. Only
one emergency doctor for. the
emergency shift is often too
overburdened.

Some doctors said that
since 50 per cent of heart
casualties occur within the
first hour of attack, this way of
handling critical patients is
dangerous. "If you want to save
the life of your patient, do
bring him straight to the CCU
instead of wasting time in the
emergency,” was the comment
of a doctor on duty at the CCU.

Although the patients
generally do not get proper
nursing at the NICVD. the
hospital does not have any
shortage of doctors, nurses or
other employees, sources
concerned said.

For the 175-bed hospital,
there are 75 doctors, eight
professors. 13 associate
professors, eight assistant
professors and 50 assistant
surgeons alongwith 132
nurses. On top of this, 74 Class
[Il and 123 Class IV employees
are supposed to serve round-
the-clock. Given the standard
doctor-patient ratio of 1:4 for
the CCU and 1:6 for the
general wards, the existing
number of doctors is supposed
to be adequate, i

- Experts feel that more
heart hospitals are now
needed to combat the upward
trend of heart diseases.

In 1975. according to a
government study, the heart
attack rate was only three
persons per 1000 people. In
1985, another follow-up study
by the Heart Foundation

revealed that the attack rate
was as high as 14 per 1000

peqple.

"By now. another 10 years
have passed. and | can say
Iroin my experience that the
allack rate has gone up much
higher.," says Prof Amanullah, a
cardiologist. "The modern life-
style which causes stress and
tension and. the habit of
smoking are the main reasons
behind this upward trend."

" According to National Heart
Foundation sources, about one
crore people are currently
suffering from ‘different kinds
of heart disease’'.

On the other hand, the
country's existing facilities for
the treatment of heart patients
look frustrating when com-
pared with ' that of other,
courntries.

"Japan, with a population of
abbut 120 million, has 300
hospitals where heart .ope-
rations are done, in Britain and

India, the number of hospitals
is over 100. In Bangladesh,

there is only one, and that,
too, in a bad shape,” Dr Ama-
nullah saijd. '

“The international standard
for required cardiologists in a
country is five cardiologists
and three cardiac-surgeons for
every three million people.”
says another aﬁﬂ-ﬂiatc pro-
fessor of the NICVD. “ But in
Bangladesh, there are only a

- handful of cardiologists serving

the whole nation."”

Doctors at the NICVD also
resented the system of selec-
tion of doctors for different
sections of the institute. "It is
the ministry which decides
which ' doctor should go to
which department,
senior professors who know
their junior colleagues and can
judge their abiiity correctly.”
said a doctor. "It is for this
reason that good doctors are
often sent to unimportant
sections."” \ .

Despite all these dishear-
tening estimates and stories,
there is at least one solace for
the heart patients — the
number of coronary deaths has

dropped over the years at the
NICVD.

In 1981, when the institute
staried surgery, the death rate
was as high as 21 per cent.
Today, it stands at around 16

per cent, a little higher than
the worldwide death rate of 13
per cent.

not the

=

- Chowdhury

Hospitals to get
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demand.
The 12 doctors were sus-
for their absence (rom
duty, detected by a vigilance
team of the Health Ministry
late last month.
Yesterday's strike was the
beginning of a fortnight-long
mme of the BMA to
press home its demands.
in the city hospitals, inchud-
ing the Dhaka Medical
Hospital (DMCH) and the PG
. no scheduled opera-

‘A number of puumt: were
seen leaving the hospitals be-
cause they could neot any
treatment.

According to witnesses, the
situation was a little better at
the PG Hospital. Doctors there
observed the strike but some
of them voluntarily visited pa-
tients, specially in the chil-
dren's ward.

BMA

cessfully by all the 66 branches
of the BMA at the district-
level.

The doctors staged demon-
strations and held rallies in
different districts demanding
withdrawal of the suspension
of the 12 dectors, he said.

The central leaders of the
BMA organised a rally at the
PG Hospital premises. They
criticised the government for
its ‘reluctance’ to implement
the 21-point demand and
criticised the bureaucrats for

devising "plots to undermine

the image of the doctors".

The meeting was addressed
by BMA President Dr M A
Majed, Secretary General Dr
Gazi Abdul Haq. Dr Rafiq
. Dr A B Bhuiyan, Dr
Azizul Haq, Dr Ruhul Amin,
Prof Mannan Mia and others.

They termed the suspen-
sion of the 12 doctors "a con-

"spiracy to humiliate the doc-

tors community”.

Regarding the 21-point
demand, Dr Gazi Abdul Hag
told The Dally Star that
although the Health Minister
had agreed to implement the
demands on January 20, no
progress had been made in
this regard.

Dr Majed expressed his
concern at the absence of any
doctor at the Tongi and
Gazipur hospitals since the
suspension of the 12 doctors.

"We will continue to appeal
to the authorities for the with-
drawal of the suspension,” he
told The Daily Star.

Old woman dies
in road accident

RAJBARI, Aug 10: A septua-
genarian woman was Kkilled and
three people were injured in
two road mishaps on Rajbari-
Faridpur highway in Sadar
thana today, reports UNB.

Witnesses said Matizan Bibi,
70, died instantly when a Raj-
bari-bound bus from Faridpur
knocked her down near Kal-
yanpur bridge at about 9.15 in

. ous obstacles,

ane Hmutar Begum Khal-di Zia yeutgniny mauguratcd
the microwave link between the Storm Warning Centre at

the Bangladesh Meteorological Department in Dhaka and
radar stations at Cox's Bazar and Khepupara in the city

yesterday.

—PID photo

Microwave link opens
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Addressing the inaugural
function, the Prime Minister
sald the government has laid
importance on strengthening
disaster management and mo-
dernising the forecasting sys-
tem which will help minimise
the ioss of life and property.

She stressed the need for
introducing advanced technol-
ogy at the Meteorological De-
partment and its expansion
and making its prngrammc:
effective.

“Proper disaster manage-
ment system will have long-
term effect on the country's
socio-economic development,”
she said.

Defence Secretary Moham-
mad Hasinur Rahman, Japa-
nese Ambassador in Dhaka
Shigeo Takenaka and BMD di-
rector M H Khan Chowdhury
also addressed the function at-
tended By ministers and mete-
orologists.

- Shigeo Takenaka said, vari-
including ap-
proval of tender documents
and contracts by the govern-
ment, delay implcmcntatinn of

projects.

Takenaka said enormous
time and efforts were spent to
get clearance of various proce-
dures for implementation of
the microwave link project.

He said the Japanese gov-
ernment considered Bangla-
desh’s request for supporting
the microwave link project
and decided to extend grant
assistance in 1992 as “the
people of Japan feel deep
sympathy for the people of
Bangladesh.”

Defence Secretary Hasinur
Rahman said, cyclones have

_claimed seven lakh lives and

caused economic loss to the
tune of lour billion US dollars
in Bangladesh since 1960.

The catastrophy of April
1991 killed about 140,000

people, he said.
He said that out of eight

catastrophic cyclones that oc-
curred in the region in last
170 years, five made landfall at
Mmﬂl [-ﬂﬂ.ﬂt. d

The worst cyclones and ti-
dal surges in Bangladesh were
of 1822, the devastating Ba-
kerganj cyclone of 1876, the
deadly cyclone of 1897, the
disastrous killer cyclone of
Noventber 1970 and the re-
cent ravagtng one of April
1991.

Kashmir rebels
lift ban on
Hindu pilgrnimage

SRINAGAR. Aug 10: Kash-
mir's most powerful Muslim
militant group today lifted the-
ir “ban” on an annual pilg-
rimage, hours after the first
guerilla attack on devotees left
two policemen dead. reports
AFP. '

The Hizbul Mujahideen said
it had asked other militant or-
ganisations to drop plans to
sabotage the pilgrimage to the
Amarnath Cave in the
Himalay#s, which this year has
been accompanied by un-
precedented security.

Earlier today. Muslim
guerillas hurled a grenade at
Hindu devotees who arrived
here in defiance of threats of
violence, killing two police
constables and injuring seven
other people. including four
civilians, the police said.

The grenade attack was
staged in Srinagar's fortified
police reception centre where
25 Hindu pilgrims have been
lodged since their arrival a day
earlier. witnesses said. -

The "ban” was imposed on
July 6 by the Harkat-ul-Ansar.
another guerilla group with
many |slamit mercenaries in
ils ranks to protest the pres-
ence of troops outside 'the

b
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Textile mills
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lay in the privatisation process
and said the response from the
buyers has not at all bee:n ern-

couraging.

Tenders for selling the
Noakhali Textile Mills were
invited by the Board five times
during the past one year, yet
not a single tender was re-
ceived, the official said.

He also informed The Daily
Star that the number of ten-
ders submitted for some other
units is not sufficient. Besides,
the prices quoted by the buy-
ers are also far below the esti-
mated prices, he added.

Another offi¢ial said, the
privatisation process would
have been speedier if the
Board could have taken over
the units before privatisation.
However, this is not possible
under the existing mechanism.

He said the Privatisation
Board has to depend largely on
the corporations or the con-
cerned ‘ministries for prioritis-
ing the units for privatisation.
This is a lengthy affair and nat-

‘ urally the- whole

be-
comes slow, he added.

_tiw morning. lives and affected 10 million Hazrathal mosque in Srinagar
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Erratic weather
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poor rainfall of 191 mm as
against 386 mm forecast for

‘the month of July. Chittagong

Division experienced an aver-
age of 434 mm as against the
normal 667 mm for the month
while Khulna recorded 269
mm against the expected 358
mm. In Barisal, 301 mm of
rainfall was recorded but the
Met office forecast 505 mm for
the month.

In Dhaka, Chittagong,
Khulna and Barisal, the rainfall
was 51 per cent, 35 per cent,
25 per cent and 40 per cent
respectively below the notmal
forecast, Met office sources
said. But in the coastal region
rainfall was comparatively
high, the sources added.

About drought, Sajedur

| Rahman said there are various

definitions of drought.
According t& internationally
reputed meteorologist a
palmer “drought means vari-

ous things to various people
on their res

| interest. To a farmer, drought

means a of moisture

to a hydrologist it suggests be-
low average water level in
stream lakes, reservoirs and
the like, to the economist, it
means a water shortage that
adversely affects the estab-
lished economy,” he pointed
out

“In Bangladesh, it is not the
guantity of precipitation but it
is the distribution throughout
the growing season that is
critical in determining
drought vulnerability,” Sajedur

said.

In 1992, monsoon rain was
30 per cent below the normal
but there was a bumper aman
production because the distri-
bution of rain was good, the
meteorologist recalled. In
1979, there was a tremendous
shortage of rain during the
monsoon which the meteorol-
ogist described as failure of
Monsoorl.

“We have to observe till
September 15 to ascertain
whether the present dry spell
would be treated as a
drought.” the weather expert

! in the root zone of the crops, said.

| Call to declare

Sylhet Division
by Sept 15

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. Aug 10: Speakers
at a rally demanded a new ad-
ministrative division compris-
ing the four districts of greater

Sylhet.

said. if a new division
is not declared by September
15, a fresh action programme

would be launched to realise
the demand.
Presided over by BNP

leader Fateh Yunus ¥Khan, the
rally was addressed by Rafiqul
Islam Shishu, Advocate
Khondaker Mubaswir Ali,
Advocate Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, Abdul Mannaf
Rana. Nazmul Haque Khan Tara
Miah and Hafiz Mansurul Hasan

Raipuri.
Pakistan
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that it cannot deliver the air-
craft...because of its own leg-
islative impediments, it should
take forthwith action to return
the money which Pakistan — a
poer developing country — has
paid for these aircraft." the
Pakistani said.
"Pakistan will make alierna-
tive arrangements for its air
defence," he said, echoing a
similar staternent by President
Farooq Leghari on August 1.
The spokesman declined to
specify other possible sources

for fighter jets, but said: "We

have several options.”
« Hasina
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Recalling the eventful
sttuggle of Bangabandhu for
the cause of ‘democracy and
the country’'s economic free-
dom, Hasina said: "Chaos,
coups, killings, corruption and
unemployment have been
dominating the country's polit-
ical and economic scenario
since Amgust 15, 1975.7

The Opposition leader ac-
cused the BNP government of
resorting to corruption. lor-
rorism and 'vote dacoilv’ 10
cling to power.

She said the Awami League
is fighting for ensuring the
people’'s democratic right to
work, food and veoting and
economic development of the
nation.

Later, accompanied by
Awami League central leaders,
Hasina placed wreaths at
Bangabandhu's mazar here and
offered fateha.. A milad mahfil
and a discussion meeting were
held at the mazar premises.

The discussion meeting was
presided over by Amir Hossain
Amu. Abdur Razzak MP, Zillur
Rahman, Shamsur Rahmam
Khan Shahjahan, Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim MP, Mozaffar
Hossain Paltu, Abdul Kader
Siddiqui and Obaidul Kader
addressed it.

Tomorrow Hasina will in-
augurate another week-long
programme organised by the
"committee for observance of
the death anniversary of the
Father of the Nation and
preservation of his memories”
headed by Kader Siddiqui.

BCL poster may
affect peace

moves at DU

By DU Correspondent

The publication of a poster
by the pre-Awami League
Chhatra League (M-1) has cre-
ated an ‘'adverse reaction’
among the Jativatabadi Chhatra
Dal {JCD), which may affect
efforts to restore peace on the
Dhaka University campus.
student leaders and campus
insiders said yesterday.

The poster, which was
stuck on some campus walls
vesterday, contains the photo-
graph of an armed cadre and
reads: "The teachers and em-
plovees are not yet free from
terrorism and attacks ot the
JCD".

Witnesses said some JCD
activists tore up some of the
posters at Madhu's canteen
yvesterday morning.

Besides, Lhe Ganatantrik
Chhatra Oikya (GCO) leaders
said, any misunderstanding
between the JCD and the BCL
over the poster issue would
further complicate the situa-
tion.,

Theé GCO leaders hoped
student bodies including the
JCD and BCL would resume
their normal organisational
activities on the campus from
next week.

Climatic changes
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and eroded, salt water may
intrude on fresh water =iipp-
lies. coastal fish producting
may drop and storm danmugc
may increase, the study found.

In at least five of these co-
untries — other than Malaysia
and Sri Lanka — "these coastal
sector changes seem likely to
result in large population
dislocations, perhaps produ-
cing millions of environmental
refugees,” the Institute said.

In the eighth country in the
study, Pakistan, the largest
adverse impacts likely would
be monsoon season flooding
and damage to crops and
livestock from heat stress.

The combined populations
of the eight countries com-
prise about one fourth of the

| world's population.
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US-DPRK talks adjourned

abruptly

GENEVA, Aug 10 US and North Korean delegation chiefs
abruptly adjourned a third day of talks Wednesday aimed at
resolving the row over the Commumnist country's controversial
nuciear programme. A spokesman for the US diplomatic

mission said technical experts
as necessary later in the day. But he said there were
for Robert 1 Gallucci, head of the US delegation and

fromm the two sides would

meet
no plans
his North

Korean counterpart Kang Sok Ju. to have evening negotiations
as originally scheduled. reports AP '

Korean plane crashes

SEQOUL. Aug 10: A domestic aircraft

carrying 160 people

crashed and burst into flames on a South Korean island today
when it tried to land in rainstorms but all on board escaped

from the plane, an airline

said. The Korean air

lines airbus 300-600r was unbalanced by sudden strong gusts

sweeping Cheju island as it was touching

down and skidded

off the wet rumway. hit an airpert fence and caught fire. he

said, reporis Reuter
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drawnm to foreign news reports.
Information Minister Barrister
Nazmul Huda said that he was
not aware of her departure.

However, he added: "If she
has left the country. she has
done so legally because she
was holding a valid passport
and there were no restrictions
on her movements "~ .

“ It is believed thai Nasreen
left for Bangkok on a Thai fli-
ght TG-514 that took off from
the Zia International Airport at
4 am Tuesday.

An Associated Press report
frem Stockholm quoted Fo-
reign Minister Margaretha af
Ugglas as confirming her ar-
rival in the Swedish capital.

"It is very satisfying that she
(Nasreen) now has been gble to
travel out of her coun le-
gally,” the Swedish minister
said in a statement yesterday
while acknowledging her ar-
rival.

"“The Swedish government,
in the same way as other gov-
ernments, has been engaged in
her case for a long time."

However, the Swedish for-
eign ministry did not provide
details about where she was
staying, how she had arrived or
exactly when, the agency said.

The physician-turned wri-

months after an arrest warrant
was issuegd by the Chief Met-
ropolitan Magistrate (CMM) on
June 4, when a complaint was
lodged by the OC, Motijheel
' thana.

She later sought and was
granted anticipatory bail by a
division bench of the High
Court on_ August 3. She was
charged under Section 295 (a)
of the Criminal Procedure Co-
de for telling an Indian daily,
The Statesman. in an interview
last May. that the holly Quran
should be 'thoroughly revised.’
But she subsequently denied
having made the statement
and claimed she was mis-
quoted.

If convicted, she could face
a maximum 2-year jail term or
fine or both.

On August 4, the CMM re-
called the arrest warrant is-
sued against her after her
lawyer filed a petition. She was
reportedly staying with her
relatives at her Shantinagar
apartment, which was heavily
guarded by police,

The High Court issued the
pre-arrest bail of Tk 10,000
with
amount each to the satisfaction
of the Deputy Commissioner,
Dhaka for a period of 15 days
and asked her to seek bail
from the CMM's court during
the period, either personally
or through her lawyer.

The High Court ruling also
noted that the CMM would
record her present and per-
manent addresses, and the
petitioner would keep her ad-
vocates Dr Kamal Hossain and
Amirul Islam informed about
her whereabouts.

However, none of her law-
yers were available last njght. A
niece of Dr Hossain said that
he had left for New York to
attend a conference.

Last month, several Euro-
pean countries offered her
refuge afier threats o her life
and she remained in hiding,
apparerntly scared even to seek
bail.

German foreign minister
Klaus Kinkel, in his capacity as
EC chairman. offered to pro-
vide her asylum in Germany
and said that other European
Union countries were also will-
ing to do the same,.

AP from Stockholm adds:
Taslima Nasreen, the belea-
guered Bangladeshi feminist

author. arrived here Wed-
nesday after [fleeing her
homeland.

“I've come o Sweden ... to
resl and work." she said in a
statement issued by Sweden's
PEN c¢lub. a branch of the in-
ternational writers group

"I want to thank everyone
who has giveri tne support at
home and abroad,” the brief

Rohingya
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respective sides at the talks

scheduled to begin at the new
Circuit House in Cox's Bazar af
10 in the morning. Both the
teams would include eight
members each.

The meeting is expected to
discuss the repatriation of the
remaining Rohingya refugees
and other unresolved bilateral
issues.

ter remained in hiding for two

two sureties of like -

"Taslima in Sweden

statement said, adding lhilt
she had lrriﬂ:d on

Travelling on a visa,
Nasreen arrived around mid-
ey

The Swedish foreign minis-
ter, Margaretha al Ugglas. told
reporters later Wednesday that
she welcomes Nasreen (o
Sweden but refused to say how
the writer had arrived.

Al Ugglas said the writer '
was at a "secret place”
but would give no other infor-
mation.

Sweden's culture minister,
Birgit Friggebo, said im a
statement that Nasreen was
"forced to leave her country for
using her natural rights to
write and say whatever she
wants. "

It was uncertain how long
Nasregn would remain in
Sweden or her ultimate desti-
nation. Norway has said it
would consider offering her
asylum. Norwegian writers also
have invited her to attend a
writers' conference next
month.

Asked whether Sweden also
might offer Nasreen asylum, afl
Ugglas said "it's up to Nasreen
to decide.”

"She has gotten invitations
from many other countries.” af
Ugglas said. "What she needs
now is rest. ... She was free to
leave Bangladesh and she is
free to go back at any time."

The Swedish PEN club and
invited Nasreen to visit
Sweden last spring, sdid the
group's chairman, Gabi
Gleichmann, according to the
Swedish news agency TT.

"'We as the Swedish PEN
club are hosting her stay here.
We don't know how long it will
be,” said Gleichmann, who
added that he had met
Nasreen at Stockholm's
Arlanda airport around midday.
He gave no other details.

Nasreen's parents and
brother refused to open the
door at the familv apartment
or comunent Wednesday.

Nasreen has often been
compared to Rushdie, the
Indian-born author who has
been in hiding since 1989
when Iran declared his novel
“The Satanic Verses” blasphe-
mous to Islam and put a bounty
on his head.

Rushdie recently spoke out
on behalf of Nasreen while in
Oslo to visit William Nygaard,
who was shot and seriously

wounded last October after
publishing “"The Satanic
Verses.”

A spokesman for the
Norwegian Foreign Ministry in
Oslo. Ingvard Havnen, refuted
reports that a Norwegian
diplomat was involved in
Nasreen's flight. "That infor-
mation that there was a
Norwegian diplomat involved
is wrong."

Havnen said his government
had not offiered Nasreen asy-
lum, but sald it would look
favourably on her application if
she applied.

Pry teachers
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drinks to several striking
teachers at 5:30 in the
afternoorn.

Earlier, Menon assured the
teachers that the Left parties
would agitate for realisation of
their legitimate demands.

He called upon the teachers
to prepare for a greater action
programme to compel the
government accept the
demands. He satd, the hunger
strike would not solve their
problems.

Addressing the teachers,
Jatiya Party leader Kazi Zafar
Ahmed, MP, claimed that the
JP government had a plan to
nationalise all non-government
primary schools and as part of
the plan, it had introduced a
Tk 500 grant for every
teacher. The JP would fully
implement the plan, if it
returned to power, he

ledged.

- Mgt&nwl'ﬂlt. seven of the hl
striking teachers were
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital after they fell
sick. They are Sadeka Degum,
35, Ershadul Haq, 35, Mofazzal
Haq. 40, Shahjahan, 40, Md
Shahidul, 55, Baziur Rahman,
30 and Asgar Ali, 30. Howewer,
the school teachers association
said, 26 were hospitalised.

Others who visited the
fasting teachers yesterday
included Monirul. Hag
Choudhury, MP of the JP and
Hasanul Haq Inu of JSD.



