If there is anything Noorjahan Begum can
do, it is cooking. She can turn even the most
ordinary ol dishes into a mouth watering crea-
tion with her special touch. With her natural
talent and years of experience, Noorjahan is
one of the few women who have successfully
broken into a profession that is euriously male-

dominated.

Noorjahan has been working as a cook in the
same household for 30 years. She has no formal
education and can fairly sign her name. Her
training has been completely informal. all her
cooking skills have been acquired by watching
her employer's wife and mother-in-law, an Ira-
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A Natural Cook with a Dream

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

been far beiter than living with a husband who
constantly extorted money from her with a
false promise to buy land,
without a husband,”
"It's no use staying with a husband if you are go-
ing to suffer endlessly.” Noorjahan also has to
live with the memory of her daughter .who got
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"I'm quite happy
she says matter of factly,

drowned in a pond at the age of 12. Noorjahan

employer's
ternoon.

now lives in Kachukhet with her son Delwar, a
chauffeur of a foreign compan
two children. She works the whole day at her

s house and comes back in the late af-
In her spare time, which isn't a lot,
she likes to do a bit of sewing. especially

y. his wife and

nian lady
Among Noorjahan s
specialties are roast |
chicken, chicken
korma. two to three |
kinds of biryani in
cluding ‘kachchi’ and
‘pulkdka biryani’, dum
gosh and hundi gosh
and karai chicken. "l
can cook just about
anything,” says 42-
year-old Noorjahan
confidently, "Il 1 ha-
ven't cooked it be-
fore | can learn in an

cook. [—

ey
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ing once”.

Yet to become a |
cook has been just by |
chance for Noorja- |
han. who is originally
from Faridpur. "l was
only 10 or 11 years'
old when
away to Dhaka with a
relative, just on a
whim. [ didn't even
tell anyone at home.”
Soon with the help
of the same relative
she was introduced

to the Hagque household in Lalbagh where she
became a nanny for her employer
It was then that Noorjahan developed a deep
interest in cooking, which at her
much more fun than taking care of a baby. "I
watched Amma and her mother before that,
how they would cook, the spices they used, and
ltﬂl.'Il'I: everything on my own,” says Noorjahan
with ‘a smile. In fact. her entire disposition is of
a cheerful optimistic person which is summed
"No matter what work ]
do, | do it with interest and with a happy face".

Noorjahan's story. however, is not without
tragedy. Abandoned by her husband when her
second child was only a month's old, she her-
sell then only 13, has had to fend for herself
and family for almost. 30 years. To her this has

up in her comment,

I came .55:"'2.;

Thirty years of cooking to her credit.

's second son.
even food."
age seemed

son share

‘kanthas’ which she

27 has learnt from her

mother. "I can do
many things." she
1 muses, [ just Can't
4 read and write, if |
| knew cutting, |
& { would easily be a tail-
2. or."
41 But Noorjahan's
1 greatest pleasure is
| spending time with
her two grand chil-
4 dren with whom she
{ plays or watches the
w1 new TV acquired by
4 her son.

Noorjahan is quite
knowledgeable and
wordly wise for a
woman who never
went to school or re-
ceived any formal
training. She talks of
the rapid deteriora-
#1 tion of values in soci-
1 ely. "The old days
were much better
than now, people
were better, the
quality of goods was
better: people are no

longer honest, young boys are spotlt by drugs
and priﬂea are just too high for us to afford

Hoer_lahan lives in two rooms with her family
for 1300 Taka a month. Although she and her
expenses between themselves, mon-
ey is always short, especially with growing chil-
dren in the house.

But this does not stop the ever optimistic
Noorjahan from dreaming. "All | want is to be
able to buy some land to leave to my child when
I die," she says. To do this, she plans to go to
the Middle’East and earn some money working
as an ayah at a hospital or school. "I don't know
whether this will be possible, it all depends on
Allah." she adds.

"Make tree plantation a social movement'

Environment and Forest
Minister Akbar Hossain has
urged the people to make tree
plantation a social movement.
reports UNB.

He was inaugurating a two-
day tree fair at the Raipura
Thana Parishad premises ves-
terday. Narsingdi district
Jatiyatabad: Krishak Dal ar-
ranged the fair. Labour and
Manpower Minister Abdul

Mannan Bhuryan also spost

Akbar Hossain said tree
plays a significant role in @eo-
nomic development and
preservation of ecological bal-
Ance '

He said the present gov-
ernment has takenm varjous
measures 1o involve the land-
less and needy people in social
forestry programmes offering
60 per cent ownership of the
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\rees grown om the gowvern
ment land,

Labour and Manpower
Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan called upon the rural
people to plant at least one
sapling in their courtyards to
make the National Tree
Plantation Programme a suc-
cess. He said tree falr was a
new addition to the pro-
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BTV

Opening announicemert

Thursdav

1:30

4:45 Children’'s programme:
Rumjhum

2.10 News in Bangla

5:25 National TV School
Debate

6:30 Esho Para Shikhi: Mass
Education

7:00 Jiboner Alo: Islam in
daily life

7:25 Nazrul songs

8:00 News in Bangla

8:30 Drama of the week:
Chitthi (The letter)

10:00 News in English

10:30 Minj series: Marcopolo

| 1:30 Khabar/The News

11:45 Closing
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Metmpolitan‘

Minister for Infurmatmn Naz.mul Huda speakmg as chief gueat at the puhlmatmn ceremony
of the book Bangladesher Chalachitra Shilpa at the National Press Club auditorium in the

city vesterday.

Experts warn against
an AIDS epidemic

Medical experts and re-
searchers have caulioned
against a looming threat of
AIDS in Bangladesh that could
come in an epidemic form if
adequate measures are not
immediately taken to fend off
the ‘deadly diseaee reportg
UNB.

Many of them even believed
that with the AIDS situation
having already worsened in
some neighbouring countries,
the disease appeared almost
knocking the country's doors.

According to epidemiglo-
gists and health workers active
in the AIDS [Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome) sector.
the country may alreadv have
some 25,000 to 50,000 people
infected by the HIV — the
virus that destroys the imr
mune system in human body
leading te inevitable death.

While the government so far
listed only 29 cases of HIV
positive, a number of clinics in
the  capital were reporied
testing and treating AIDS pa-
tients, in most cases secretly.
say activists.

Some 400-500 HIV carriers
have been identified in a single
clinic in Dhaka, its owners
admitted to doctors in a re-
cent interview which was
broadcast by BBC

The "Number of *cases are
many many more than the de-
tected cases.” the same BBC
programme quoted Dr Nazrul
Islam, Professor of Virology at
the PG hospital.

A number of doctors are
alse reportedly treating AIDS
patiénts *Dr Nasim Rahman, an
eminent Gynaecologist, told
BBC she already has some HIV
positive cases under _her care.

In 1989, India had  re-
ported only nine cases of HIV
positive. But the latest report
of the World Health
Organisation (WHO) said that
the country had some 1.5 mil-
lion AIDS patients. Myanmar
is also now a major AIDS af-
fected country.

Health professionals have
been complaining of the gov-
ernment's extremely inade-
quate response to the problem
though the disease. has ap-
peared as a major threat to so-
ciety in the neighbouring
countries. _

An on-going conference on
AIDS in Japan has cautioned
that Asig could be the most
vulnerable region |

The recent WHO report also
warned: "... HIV transmission
rates in some population
groups in South and South-
East Asia today are as high as
they were in Africa ten vears
ago. And because of the differ-
ence in population sizes, what
is happening in Africa now
could be dwarfed by the Asian
epidemic.”

Bangladesh has got one of
the oldest but also allegedly
one of the least active AIDS
Commission. An effective
awareness programme (s yet
to be lap
condom, which prevents AIDS
transmission. is less than 5
per cent in the country.

A one million US dollar
fund for a National AIDS
Prevention Project, supported
by the UNDP, is still awaiting
approval of the Finance
Ministiry. The Health Ministry

has already cleared the pro- |
Ject

O heus Musm (,luh. Rissli b ¢Lissic Gpera The
Earbr_r of Seville directed by Mario Costa will be screened
Venue: German Cultural Centre auditorium. Time: 6 pm.

Zahir Raihan Film Society: e fim Je vous

Salue,
day of Godard
auditorium. Time: 6 pm

Inner Wheel Club of Metropo

Installation ceremony of the club for
Manzoor-LJl Karim

Chiefl guesi

Mari# (Hail Mary) will be screened on the conecluding
retrospectLive

Venue: Alliance Francaise

litan Dhaka:
1994 -95 will be held
Spectal Advisor [Nutrition),

UNICEF Special guests: Farhat Rahim. W board member and

Dilruba Ahmed
Hotel. Time: 5:30 pm

Nalional Representdative Venue: Sonargaon

HBFC Cﬂﬂfﬂ&: Annual conference of the Bangladesh

House [iuj'itl!u,‘;f!ﬂm-t‘ Corporation (HBFC) will be held Chief
guest: Finane# Minister M Saitar Rahman. Special guest:
Nasimuddin Ahmed Secretary Tinaince Syed Amir-Ul-Mulk

will preside. Venue Nl

Planning, Sher-e-Bangla Ny

et e Iee

I.!'III"

room. Ministry of

445 am

Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony: o

Shahidnagar Community Centre. under Ward 60, Lalbagh.
Chief guest: Minister for Food Mir Shawkat Ali. DCC Mavor
Mohammad Hanif will open the plague Time 5 pm

Rotary

meeting of the club will be
(2nd floor). Time 5 piu

Cl“b ﬂf Dllk“ﬂhﬂ. The second organising

held Venue 76

Segunbagicha

CDRB Semlnﬂr: {m the Privatisation of Commercial

Banks in Bangladesh Key note speaker. Dr M Kabirul Hassan
a Senior Research Fellow ol AIBS Venue WVA auditorium
Road 27 Dhanmondi Titme 4 (i
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Temperature may fa]l

Moderately heavy falls are likely to occur at places over
Chittagong and Barisal divisions till 6 pm today reports LJNB.
Met office says temporary light to moderate rain or thun
dershower accompanied by gusty wind may occur at many

places over Chittagong. Barisal and Khulna divisions and al a
few places over Dhaka and Rajshahi divisions
Day temperature is likely to fall slightly today across the

country
Country's highest temperature 33 0 degree Celsius was
recorded at Dinajpur and the lowest 24 2 degrees al
Chandpur
Sun sets today (Thursday! al 635 pm and rises tomorrow
(Friday) at 5:32 am
Maximum and minimunr temperature and humidity
recorded in some of major cities /towns vesierday were
City /Town Ffemperalure Humidity in
in Celstus Percentage
Max Min dam 6 pm
Dhalka 307 26 b M5 73
Chittagong 12 4 26 | 80 93
Rajshahi 32 4 Th.3 Bl M5
Khulna 315 26 | Rk 81
Barisal S5 26 1) sl 94
Sylhet 3d B 26 B 77 Go
Cox's Bazar 30 25 97 228
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Publication
cerémony of
'Chalachitra
Shilpa' held

Information Minister
Nazmul Huda vyesterday
underscored the need for
encouraging the researchers
and the authors to pursue their

creative- works in the interest

of the nation, reports BSS.
He was speaking as chief

guest at the publicatien
ceremony of a research book
entitled "Bangladesher

Chalachitra Shilpa" organised
by the Institute of Media
Studies. Research and
Development at the Jatiya
Press Club auditorium here.
Written by Mirza Tarequl

.Qader, the 737-page book with

hundred photographs was
published by the Bangla
Academy.

Huda assured his full

- cooperation to continue the

research endeavour of Qader.
The imformation minister
said. this book of "ready
reference” is very useful in
finding the reply of many
questions raised by the people
engaged in film industries.
Referring to the
establishment of the Film
Development Trust, he said

the main objective of it was to.

fimance production of quality
films with proper taste so that
these films ‘could - earn

reputation at home and abroad -

and enhance the image of the

‘H& said initially the trust
would reduce at least four
films i a year and a part of the
income from these films would
be given to the artistes as
royalty. '

The information minister
emphasised the need for
creation of life-oriented films
to inspire the people with a
vision of better life and
prospective future.

Hungarian envoy
meets Matin

Charge d'Affaires of the
Embassy of the Republic of
Hungary | B Buday called on
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury at the latter's of-
fice yesterday, reports UNB.

The Charge d'Affaires spent
some time with the Home
Minister and they discussed
matters of mutual interests be-
tween the two ceuntries, says
an official handout.

| 88arrested in city

Police rounded up 188
people. including 16 wanted
criminals. from different parts
of the city yesterday, a DMP
press release said, reports
UNB.

The arrested also included
83 held under the Narcotics
Control Act. one under the
Anti-Terrorism Act. two under
the Special Powers Act. one
under the Explosive Acts,
three charged with robbery,

and one accused of cheating

NOTICE TO THE
SHAREHOLDERS

This is fo noti T tnfnn'nuhonofnur valued

will remain closed

Our telephone numbers
have changed
The N@W numbers are :

PABX : 869336-8
506393 506116

UNITED LEASING COMPANY LIMITED

‘Camellia House’

22 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue (Near Sheraton)
Dhaka-1000
TELEX : 642647 LGTC BJ,

FAX @ 863576
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BEXIMCO GROUP

Jute Division

SHINE PUKUR JUTE SPINNERS LTD
NEW DACCA INDUSTRIES LIMITED

Head Office

ESSES EXPORTERS LIMITED

SONALI ANSH LIMITED

: 17, Dhanmondi R/A, Road # 2, Dhaka-1205

Mill Office :Tatki, Tarabo, Rupganj, Narayangan;

Beximco Jute Division (BJD) owns and operates two 100% export oriented Jute Spinning
Mills having production capacity of 20,000 M.T. per annum and is a World leader in jute
Yarn business in terms of its product quality as well as its market share. Currently we are
exporting jute Yarn & Twine to USA, U.K., Japan, Belgium, Spain, lran, Pakistan, etc
Besides, BJD exports Raw Jute through Sonali Ansh Ltd. and deals in Jute Goods through

ESSES Exporters Limited.

We are looking for hard working smart professionals for the following positions

Name (No.) of Posts

I Executive - Marketing (2)

2 Coordination Officer (1)

3 Administrative-cum-
Labour Officer (1)

4 Executive - Information

Technology (1)

Requirements for the posts

MBA Major in Marketing
Minimum CGPA - 3

MBA Major in Finance
Minimum CGPA - 3

MBA/M, Com. with Hons or Commerce

Posting Place

Head Oftice

Mill Office

mMill Office

Graduate with Diploma in Personne!
Management Knowledge of Industrial
and Labour Laws, Customs Rules and
Regulations are essential. 3 10 5 years
experience in Factory/Mills is desirable.

University Graduate with thorough

Head Office

Head Office knowledge of Personal
Computer. Practical experience in LAN

Program-
Development,

ming
LOTUS,

and

System

dBASE &

Accounting Softwares are essental

Candidates who have the requisite qualifications and ability 10 work in demanding

environment

are encouraged to apply within

August 20, 1994 10 Manager,

Administration, Beximco Jute Division, House # 17, Road # 2, Dhaka-1205. Persons
having Third Class/Division in any examination need not apply.




