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" Britain's 1u?umhd .md Hlnnpu, llJ'H metres Lhrl[‘.l"-!plﬂll Llnfmd (Christie raises his hand dfter
winning the men's 100 metres final at the European Championships in Helsinki on August
8. Ch.ristie clocked 10.14 seconds.

—AFP photo

HELSINKI. Aug 9:
While at first gl
ance it would ap-
pear. to be wholly
inaccurate to say
that moudern ath-
letics was born in the Olympic
Stadium in Helsinki. on closer
examination. the statement is
undeniably true. reports Reu-
ter.
" DBecause exactly 11 years
ago. the modern proféessional
era of athletics, started with
the inaugural World Cham-
pionships in the stadium. a
week in which modern-day
heroes and heroines such as
Carl Lewis., Sergei Bubka and
Heike Drechsler all won their
first major titles.

More than a decade laler,
that week In 1983 is still re
ﬁmburui as one of the great-

athletics competitions ever
held.

Lewis, then 23, was the star
of the show, winning gold
medals in the 100 metres,
Jong jump and . when he
anchored the ted States
team to a world record of
37.86 seconds.

The following year in Los
Angeles he emulated Jesse
Owens haul of four Olympic
golds i@ the 100, 200, long
jump and relay.

While his 1984 perfor
mance recalled Owens's greal
achievement of the 1936
Olympics. his triple medal haul
in Helsinki also evoked mem-
ories of an earlier era in the
same stadium

In 1952. Emil Zatopek ol
Czechoslavakia won three
Olympic golds in the 5.000
10.000 and marathon.

The day Zatopek won his
5.000 title was also the day his
wife Dana won the women's
javelin title, an event special to
Finnish hearts. -

Surprisingly. the first-ever

WOIman was o
everlasting place In

Finnish sporting folldore back
in the Olymipic Stadium a year

“Inedal peosition after her first
round throw of 69.14 metres.

§ Then. wilth her final throw,

national Amateur Athletic Fe-
deration for alleged financial
irregularities. was 55 by the
timie the Helsiuki Uiympits
were staged in 1952,

But that did not stop him
making gne final lap of the
track — as the Olympic torch-

 holder in the opening cere-

IO,

The identity of the torch-
holder had been kept secret
until the huge electronic
scoreboard flashed out the
word "Nurmi’, bringing lumps
to thousands of throats before
the 70,000 fans cheered as the
small, balding man carried the

Olympic torch around the sta-
dium.

Nurmi s statue has been in
the stadium grounds for the
last 40 years, and on Saturday
was joined by a new statue just
a few metres away.

A bronze statue of Lasse
Viren, who won the 5,000 and
10,008 titles in both 1972 and
1976, was unveiled by |AAF

president Pritno Nebielo, a fit- -

ting tribute to, as Nebiolo
called him. "One of the great-
est runners in the history of
the sport.”

And while Viren stood
smiling as the ceremony un-

Helsmkz a venue of champs

folded. he might have cast his
mind back to the last time the
European Championships were
staged here 23 years ago.

The stars of those
were Finland's Juha Vaatainen,
who won the 5,000 and
10,000, Valeri Borzov, Karel
Lismont, Janis Lusis and
Renate Stecher.

Among the also-rans that
week in 1971 was Viren, who
finished seventh in the 5,000
and 17th in the 10,000.

Just over a year later Viren
returned to run a world record
5,000 in 13:16.4, the last indi-
vidual men's track record set
in the stadium.

The venue has undergone a
facelift for these champi-
onships and is now one of the
best stadiums in Europe.

It is also unique in that it is
the only one with a 72-metre
high tower built into it.

Legend has it that the
height of the tower corre-
sponds to the distance of Finn
Matti Jarvinen's Jave-
lin throw at the 1932 Olympic
Games.

It's story that may or may
not be true. but adds to the
romance surrounding a real
venue of legends.
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Russian Irina Privalova crosses the finish line to t.l the
guld medal in the women's 100m at European Athletics
Championshups in Helsinki on August 8. Ukrainian Z

Tarnpolskaya (L) came 1n second.

— AFP photo
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HELSINKI, Aug 9:
Linford Christie
and a sensational
Steve -Backley hit
doubles gold here
on Monday to bo-
ost Britain's batiered Europe-
an championship challenge,
reports AFP,

after the squad had been hit
with a drugs scandal on open-
mg day followed by an injury

champion John
lorced to bow out.
Backley's stunning perfor-

Regis was

i mance to beat world and

Olympic champion Jan
Zelezny and home favourite
and 1987 Olympic: gold

huge upset;

But team skipper Christie,
despite three [alse starls be-
fore the 100m final, never had
any doubts.

"1 was always going to win
i— not takipg anything away

| could have lost was it I had
got injured,” the Olympic and
world champion said.

"The false starts came be-
cause everybody was nervous
— they know they have to get
out if they want {g beat me. |
wasn't  happy with the time,

L bul 1 only <canie here {o win.

"Who knows, 1
back in 1998."

Backley, however, the Euro-
pean and Commonwealth ch-
ampion who has been plagued
hy injury since 1992, admitted
he was the rank oufsider —

may comme

Finish girlfriend in the crowd.
"Zelezny and Raty have
thrown mmuch longer than me
this year so I can't say | was
confident,” he said after pro-

85.20m.
"I have been throwing
further.

great although the conditions

record.”

The 25-year-old also admit-
ted to a dreadful case of deja-
pu when Raty. who finished
second in front of
Zelezny, lined up the final
throw of the competition.

"It was just
Whitbread lost the World
Lillak here in 1983 — |
thought, here we go again
said.

But this time. despite a fa
natical 40,000 crowed. there

. was_ 1o ..be no sepeal .after
former world record  holder

Back®ey set the standare with

his second throw, :
He was even able to miss

his fifth attempt after feeling a
back niggle.

He added: "It was nice to
win — firstly to retain the title
and secondly because it was in
Finland. where they appreciate
the javelin so much.”

A disconsolate Zelezny, who
found his throws slipping righ

Lendl cruises

MASON. Ohio, Aug 9: Un
seeded lvan Lendl beat 16th-
seeded Jaime Yzaga of Peru 6
1. 6-3 on Monday in the first
round of the 1.72 million
dollar ATP Championship.
reports Reuter.

The top eight seeds — Sergi
Bruguera. Stefan Edberg. Mi-
chael Stich, Michael Chang,

Andrei Medvedev, Todd Mar
tin, Jim Courier and Boris

Becker — all received first rou-
nd byes. World No. 1 Pete
Sampras, the reigning Wim-
bledon and US and Australian
Open champion, withdrew on
Friday with an injury to his lefi

ndl won this hard court
~tournament in 1982 when hLe
was ranked third in the world

Lend]l went om to be ranked
No. 1 in the world four times.

Today he is ranked No. 29, but
he showcased his past cham-
pionship form in his 71-
minute drubbing of the 24th-
ranked Yzaga.

"1 don't mean to sound ar-
rogant, but if I'm healthy and
hitting the ball well, | feel I'm
the better player.” said Lendl
at 34, the oldest player in the
lield. "He's had some good re-
sults this year. That's why he's
ranked higher than | am.”

Two other seeds — 14th-

seeded Patrick Raller of Aus-
tralia and 15th-seeded Andrea

CGaudenzi of ltaly were ousted.

The 20th-ranked Rafter lost
65-3, 3-6. 7-6 (7-3) o 60th-,
rvanked Martin Damm of the
Czech Republic.

Stuer-Lauridsen
sidelined
COPENHAGEN, Aug 9:

Europe's top badminton player
Thomas Stuer-Lauridsen will
be out of action until lale
December after breaking his
leg in the World Cup final in
the Vietnam, his coach said on
Monday. Reuter.

The Dane fell badly while
trying to retrieve a difficult
drop shot 10 minutes into the
first game of the championship
final on Sunday against
Indonesia's Heryanto Arbi.

Unable to continue, Stuer-
Lauridsen retired with Arbi
leading ©-7.

Coach Morten Frost teld
reporters Stuer-Lauridsen had
his leg put into plaster at a lo-
cal hospital.

Both retained their titles

crisis after defending 200m

medalist Secppo Raty was a

fromn the others, the only way'

despite the support of his

ducing a winning throw of
around 84m all season but no
Even 85 is not that

were not that great — we were
never going to throw a world

Czech

like when
Championships here to Tiina

"I-I hE

Sport —
Christie, Backley reign supreme

. I have won a bronze, but be-.

r

I

f

and way short, said!
problemn was with my tf_-ch—
nique. I'm sorry. not because

cause [ was so bad.”

He threw 82.58 to Raty's

82.90. .

The 34-year-old Christie's
nearest challengers were
Norwegian Geor Moen (10.20)
and Aleksankr Porkhomovskiy
of Russia (10.31) — and his vic-
tory showed he is determined
to lift the British contingent
lollowing the Regie's setback,
which will also hit the team's
relay hopes, and Solomon
Wariso's positive drugs test on
sSunday.

Christie was clearly not

bothered by a hamstring injury
dating back to mid-July which
meant he could not run a
warm-up race before the ch-
ampionships — although he did
not produce his traditional
burst in the last 40m and had
to work hard to hold off the
impressive Moen.

The other Golden moment
of the day came when Russian
sprint queen Irina Privalova
completed the first leg of a
100-200m double.

The 25-year-old, deter-
mined to emulate Katrin
Karbee's 100 and 200m feat in
Split four years ago, ran 11.02
to beat Zhanna Tarnopolskaya
of the Ukraine and Germany's
Melanie Paschke.

She had already posted
enough warning this season,.
with the first women's 100m
European record for over a
decade and faslest time in
the 200010 thi= vear

STEVE BACKLEY

- victory

"If Privalova can win the
200m final on Thursday she
will match Krabbe, whose ca-
reer has since been wrecked
afier an IAAF ban for a positive
drugs test and unsportsman-
like behaviour, effectively kee-
ping her on the trackside for
three years. .

In' other .medal perfor-
mances on Monday, the men's
20km walk went to Mikhail
Schennikov, wiping out mem-
ories of the World Champion-
ship last year when he was
disqualified for lifting on the
finishing line.

Yevgeniy Misyulya of Belarus
came second, with world

champion Valintin Massana of

. retains title
511;1111. third.

Russian Anna Biryukova. the
world record holder and wor-
ld champion, won the women's
ahead of Inessa Kravets of the
Ukraine.

The second round of the
400m hurdles began with a
for Swede Seven
Nylander in 48.72. Nylander is
looking to complete his medal
collection after a bronze in the
Europeans in 1986 followed by
a silver inr 1990.

Pedro Rodrigues of Portugal
came second, while Britain's
Gary ' Cadogan jusi qualified in
fourth place.

The second heat went to
favourite Stemphane Diagana
of France, one of the event's
nearly-men after fourth place
in the last Olympics and Wor-
Id Championships, in 48.47.
Britain's Peter Crampton ran a
personal best of 49.26 sec to
graa b i thired

MEDALS TABLE

Medal table after the sec-
ond day of the European
Athletics Championships on
Monday G

Russia 3
Great Britain- 2
Ukraine
Spain
Portugal
Germany
Belarus
Belgium
Finland

Italy

Norway
Bulgaria
Czech Republic
Romania

Doping costs

Kirmasov dear
HELSINKI. Aug 9: Russian

hammer thrower Sergei Kir-
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masov faces a four-year ban

from athletics after testing
positive for the banned steroid
associated with Ben Johnson,
reports Reuter.

The International Amateur
Athletic Federation (IAAF) said

on Monday that Kirmasov, the
1992 Russian champion, was
found to have stanozolol in his
body when he threw 79.20
metres on May 23 to register
the 10th best throw in the
world this year.

The 24-year-old Kirmasov.
who tested positive at an in-
ternational meeting in the
German town of Rehlingen,
has been suspended and faces
a four-year ban from the sport.

Stanozolol is the steroid
found in the body of Canadian
sprinter Johnson after he 'won
the 100 metres at the 1988
Seoul Olympics.

The 1AAF confirmed the
positive test at the European
Championships although
Kirmasov, the 1989 European
junior gold medalist, was not
selected for the event.

"The athlete has been sus-
pended pending a hearing in
Russia." an IAAF spokesman
said. “We do not know the re-
sult of the hearing or whether
it has taken place yet."

Despite the Russian's ab-
sence. the case brought the
drugs issue into the spotlight

again at the European
Championships.
British sprinter Solomon

Wariso and Norwegian Ahma
Okeke have both been with-
drawn at the last minute fol-
lowing positive tests for the
banned stimulant ephedrine

Russian Svetlana Meskalets dives into the. sand-pit during the womens long jump

competition of the

16th European Athletics Championships in Helsinki yesterday.
Moskalets leads the heptathlon after five events with a total of 4814 points.

— AFP photo

Tndian C'wealth

Games squad
leaves for Canada

NEW DELHI, Aug 9: The
first batch of the Indian con-
tingent leaves here shortly
after midnight tonight with
hopes of winning more medals
in the Commonwealth: Games
at Victoria than it did at
Auckland four years ago. re-
ports PTI.

The Games are to be held in™~
the Canadian city from August
18 to 28.

Kumar Surendra Singh,
chef-de-mission of the Indian
contingent, who leads the first
batch comprising shooters,
told reporters here t that

- the main réason for optimism

was the return of wrtstling, in
which India has traditionally
been strong, after 12 years.

In the last. Games, India
won 32 medals incl 13
golds (weightlifting 8 and
shooting 5), 8 silver and 11
bronze.

Though judo, whicll fetched
two bronzes for India at
Auckland has been dropped.
wrestling should yield a bigger
harvest, he said.

Though the weightlifters
may not do as well as they did
last time when they won the
championship. they should
certainly make their presence
felt.

S0 are the boxers who will
be going without Raj Kumar

Among his own shooters,
there is a setback due to the
dropping out 6f Soma Datta
who is busy with her studies in
the United States. "We are
trying to get her over there.
We have not given up hope,”
Surendra Singh, who is also
president of the National Rifle
Association of India. said.

Among the rest of the
shooters, he expected 18-year-
old Jaspal Rana, winner of a
gold in the World Champion-
ships at Milano recently. to do

"~ Paes leats

India’s challenge

NEW DELHI, Aug 9: Former
junior Wimbledon and US
Open champion Leander Paes
will spearhead India's fight to
stay in the Davis Cup World
Group in the September play-
off against South Africa. re-
ports AFP.

Paes, India's main hope fol-
lowing the retirement last year
Ramesh Krishnan, will be as-
sisted by Zeeshan Ali. Gaurav
Natekar and Asif Ismail in the
vrass court tie in Jailpur,

The All India Tennis
Association, which announced
the team Monday night. made
1o change from the squad that
suffered a 5-0 first round rout
L the hands of the United
States in New Delhi in March.

India's non-playing captain
Jaideep Mukherjea said South
Africa. who have one of the
world’'s best grasscourt players
in Wayne Ferreira, were the
favourites to win the Sep-

tember 23-25 tie.
Mukherjea hopes to waich

Ferreira and Marcus Ondruska
i action at the US Open to
size up the challenge.

Spanish duo .

advance

SAN MARINO, Aug 9:
Spaniards and tournament
[avourities Javier Sanchez and
Alberto Berasategui advanced
Monday in first round play in
the dirs 300,000 San Marino
tournament. reports AP.

Fourth-seeded Sanchez
easily defeated Belgium's

Xavier Dufresne, 6-3. 6-4.
First seeded Berasategui,

who is ranked tenth in the
world, lost the first set to
Norway's Christian Ruud, 3-6,
then cagee back 6-3, 6-1.

ACROSS UNCL E
1 Spider- 41 Kachina
Man's worshiper

LA 46 Author
8 Basilica Ambler
area 47 Piece of
12° — work
Camera” 48 Farm
13 Bard’s femme
river 49 Suit to —
14 Stream 50 Sweet-
15 Form of hearn
7 Showman -
1
Billy m
18 Shadow 1 Bankroll
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Hul-ﬁ- ﬂllurphy
cence
6 Prefix for mmrk-r

stick or 23 Kyle of
stop football
7 Switch ll!l'.m.
arget
8 Triangular 26 Colum-
house bus, e.g.
® Tactic 27 Merriment
10 Passable 28 “The
11 Basin immoral-
ist” author
16 Role 30 Ballet
modeled bend
after 33 Tender-
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19 Grand- 34 Actress
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FOND OF HIS LOAN SHARK.

&F‘;Hﬂ;ﬂg‘cw GANGLAND “BANKER,*

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: Z equals F

The

~ letter stands for another. If you

is a substitution cipher

in which one
think that X O,

you clues to
error.



