DHAKA WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10,

Bangalees in general are blessed with a
sweet tooth In a marked degree. The
predilection for sweets is almost a part of
Bangladeshi culture which dates back to a
hoary past. In fact. the palate ol almosi every
Bangalee is conditionned by an overwhelming
preference for them. Even those who are de-
nied this joy for medical reasons are not en-
tirely free from their enticement; they ulso see
sweets made with sugar substitutes,

Sweets are intimately connected with our
feelings of joy and merriment. When one con
veys any happy news to somebody, the latter
will invariably asks for sweets. When results of
public examinations are announced, the suc-
cessful candidates buy out the entire stocks of
sweetmeatl from the shops and distribute them
to their friends. relatives and well-wishers as a
mark of their elation. 5uch a reaction takes
place also in respect of any other happy devel-
opment. Thus sweets occupy a: permanent

place in our social life to mark our happy
moods in. festivals and hospitality.

In early times and even in the sixties of this
century, sweets used to be carried by their
buvers in earthen pots. When anybody paid so-
cial calls on relatives or friends, it was custom-
ary to carry for them some sweets as a mark of
courtesy.
went to visit his father-in-law’s house, carrving
quite ostensibly a good amount of sweets was a
must. Such practices still prevail generally in
our society.

With the passage of time, the earthen pots
have given way to packet containers. The
sweets also suffered in their pristine qualities.
Nowadays sweeis are mostly prepared from
powdered milk. Previously sweets psed to be
produced from purt milk. and whal a wonder-
ful taste such products gave!

There is a lot of speculation as to when
sweets made their first appearance in this
country. A group of researchers think that
their beginning took place about five thousand
years ago. It is believed that at Vikrampur in
Dhaka district. sweets from milk were first
produced. Even today, sweets from that place
still maintain their tradition of excelence.

There is an interesting story about how
milk-based sweets made their debut in this
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country. In olden times milkmen produced
such large quantities of milk that they were
faced with the problem ol their preservation.
There was a separate professional class of
sweel makers who found ways of preserving
excess milk by making possels (chhana “in
Barigla). At the time curd was also invented.
Thus the excess milk in those days were
utilised through the process of milk-based
sweets and curds. In ancient literature, we also
find the mention of "‘'sandesh” — a delectable
kind of sweets. '

Bul in the sweetening varied world of
sweets, “rosgolla” occupies the top place. It is

called the king of sweets. A story has it that il
was first invented by one Nabin Chandra Das of
West Bengal in 1968. Since that time, its posi-
tion “as the Kking of sweets has remained un-
challenged.

Thougl sweets are said to have been intro-
duced in this country about five thousand years
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Indian goods
seized

RAJSHAHI. Aug 9: BDR per-
sonnel of 20 Rifle Battalion
seized 'Indian goods worth over
Tk 8 lakh in anti-smuggling
drive at different places in the

district on M{mda}r reporis
UNB. ;

111 held

In city
Police rounded up 111
people, including 12 wanted

crimirfals from different parts

of the city. yesterday, a RMP
press release said, fe:lmrta
UNB.

The assistant secretaries of various ministries held a rally inside the Secretariat in tlm Clt’
vesterday demanding promotion of the grade-7 officials 6f 14 cadres.
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ago. we don’t lind any mention in any records
aboul their price in those days. However. {rom
one course, we learn that in 1709, a seer of
sweels cost only one “cowrie.”

It may seem surprising that even in 1942,
the number of sweetmeat shops in Dhaka cily
was only six. The number rose to eight in
1952. In the early sixties, ten more shops
were established raising the total to 24 in the
next ten years, the number of such shops
jumped' to 140. At present the total number ol
sweetmeat shops in the city is estimated at
500.

Keeping in line with the way sweets are
gaining popularity in our social life, their
prices have similarly escalated. In the early
sixties, rosgolla was sold at Tk 7 to Tk 9 per
seer. A decadeé later, 1. e in 1984, the price in-
creased ten folds i. ¢. Tk 50 per kg.

We now find a wide variely of sweets with
different names and designs. Though their
qualitly has not improved. Lheir prices keep on
increasing. It is now all most impossible to get
quality sweets made from pure milk.
Irrespective of whether quality sweets are
available or not they form an indispensable part
of our social ethos, associated as they are with
our joy and socio-cultural moves.

“Herbal plant
nursery to be
 set up soon’

The government will soon
establish a herbal plant nurs-
ery to meel the research
needs of the studenis and
teachers of the Homeopathic
College, reports UNB.

Environment and Forest
Minister Akbar Hossain said
this while addressing the in-
augural function of the
Rotaract tree plantation pro-
gramme at the Government
Homeopathic Degree College
hege yesterday.

The Forest Department has
already been instructed to
take necessary measures in
this regard, he said.
| Akbar stressed the need for

creating awareness (o plant
more herbal trees and nurture |
them properly.

The environment minister
planted a herbal sapling at the
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Phﬂt[} Exhlhltlﬂl’l' On late Jahanara Imam. Aly Zaker

will inaugurate. Venue; La Galerie, Banani. Time: b pm.
European Film Session: Ritwik and Chalachitram

Film Societies have joinily organised the show. Today's film:
Rome, Open City, directed by Roberto Rossellini. Venue:

German Cultural Centre, Dhanmondi, Road 2. Time: 6 pm.

Godard Retrospective: zahir Raihan Film Society has

organised the film session. Today's film: Week End. Venue:
Alliance Francaise, Road 3, Dhanmondi. Time: 6 pm.

Publication Ceremony: of the book Bangladesh
Chalatchitra Shilpa [I'ilmdom of Bangladesh) published by the

Bangla Academy. Chief guest: Minister for Information Nazmul
Huda. Special guest: DU VO Prol Emaj Uddin Ahmed. Khan

Ataur Rahman, Aziz Meshir, Dr Shukumar Biswas will speak.
Journalist Obaidul Huq will preside. Venue: National Press

Club auditorium: Time 5 pimn. d

Meteorological Deptt: The inaugural ceremony of the
Microwave Link between Storm: Warning Centre, Dhaka and -
Radar Stations al Cox's Bazar and Khepupara will -be held.
Chief guesil: Prime Minisier Begum Khaleda Zia. Special guest:
Ambassador of Japan Shigeo Takenaka. Venue: Meteorological
Depltl, Agargaon. Time: 10:30 am.

Installation Ceremony: The Greater Noakhali Sonali
Bank Welfare Association will hold the installation ceremony
and Eid reunion. Chiel guest: Minister for Textiles Abdul
Mannan. Special guest: Chief Whip Mahbubul Alam Tara.
Venue: Institution of Engineers, Time: 5 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka Buriganga: The regular

weekly meeting of the club will be held. Guest speaker: Dr

Bilquis Hagq. -scientist ICDDR,B. Subject: Environment —
Water, Sanitation and Heallth. Venue: Sonargaon Hotel. Time:
5:30 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka North West: regular

weekly meeting will be held. Venue: Senargaon Hotel. Time:

2:30 pni,
Rﬂtﬂ Club of Dhaka SOI.lth The installation

ceremony nf the board of directors will be held. Chief guest:
Justice M H Rahman:. Venue: Sheraton Hotel. Time: 5:30 pm.

Rotary Club of Dhaka Midtown: The regular

weekly mﬂctmg of the club will be heid Venue: Sheraton
Hotel "Time: 530 pim. ;

¢ Weather

Light rain l]kely

Occasional light to moderate rain or thundershower is
likely 1o occur at many places over Chittagong, Barisal and
Khulna divisions during the next 24 hours ending 6 pm to-
day, reports UNB,

Met office says temporary light to modesate rain or thun-
dershower may ogccur al a few places over Dhaka division and
at one or two places over Rajshahi division.

Day temperature is likely to fall by 1-2 degree Celsius over
Khulna and Barisal divisions and the regions of Chittageng
and Noakhali while it may remain nearly unchanged else-
where across the country.

Meantime, Mymensingh :xperienc'ed the highest 17 mm
rain yesterday.

Country's highest temperature 34.2 degrée Celsius was
recorded at Dinajpur and the lowest 24.3 degrees al
Rangamadti.

The sun sets today (Wednesday) at 6:36 pm and rises to-
morrow (Thureday] at 5:32 am

.banned on the campus,

JU stops sale .
~ of academic
calendar

By JU Correspondent

The Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity .[JU]) authorities have
stopped' the sale. of the
academic calendar {from yes-
terday following objections

raised by the two major stu- .

dent organisations of the uni-
versity. .

The JU unit of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
and the Chhatra League (M-I)
have called for a ban on selling
the calendar because it carried

| the picture of a wall-writing on

one of the university buildings
in favour of the pro-Jamaat
Islami Chhatra Shibir,

The JCD and the BCL [M-])
leaders. called on the new
Vice Chancellor of the univer-
sity Prof Amirul Islam

-Chowdhury separately at his

office yesterday and urged him
lo stop the sale of the calen-
dar. :

The leaders argued that
since all activities of the
Islami Chhatra Shibir ‘are
the
university calendar should not

bear any picture of graffiti sup-

porting the Chhatra Shibir.
Prof Chowdhury. later
ordered the withdrawal of the
calendar, according to an offi-
cer working in the VC's office. .
The ban on the Chhatra
Shibir was imposed in 1989
[ollowing the murder of JCD
leader Golam Kabir on the
campus. ;

Film study course
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Federation of
Film Societies (BFFS) has or-
ganised a six-day international
'Film study course’ in the city
from August 27, according to a
BFFS press release.

The course will be held at
the Indian Information Centre.
Dr Mihir Bhattacharya, a pro-
fessor of Film Study Centre of
Jadavpur University, will con-
duct the course.

Wanted

Rural based Handicrafts Organisation seeks MARKETING
MANAGER for export market to be responsible for Sales,
Order processing, Marketing new products & Product
improvements. Must be at least Commerce graduate with
major in marketing, three years proven experience in
Marketing, excellent good knowledge both in written and
spoken English. Application to reach "The Advertiser, Box
No. 8, PO & Dist. — Satkhira-9400" by 25th August '94
with detailed Bio-Data, Experience and salary expectations.

— Star photo

LATE SYED ALTAF HOSSAIN, EX COUNTRY
MANAGER RUPALI BANK LTD., KARACH],
PAKISTAN, HAS LEFT US FOR EVER. TODAY WE
. REMEMBER HIM WITH DEEP REGARDS,
-~ WE ARE REQUESTING OUR FRIENDS, RELA-
& TIONS WELL WISHERS AND THE MANAGEMENT
| | : AND STAFF OF RUPALI BANK LTD TO RECITE
| SURKH FXTESA"POR THE DEPARTED SOUL AND PRAY THAT HE MAYREST |
| N ETERNAL PEACE IN HIS HEAVENLY ABODE - AMEEN. PHONE : 328594

WIFE & CHILDREN
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HIGI-I COHMISSION OF IIDIA
DHAKA

A 9 - member Business Delegation :
from India led by Mr. Samir Kumar :
Ghosh, President, Bengal National ::
Chamber of Commerce & Industry,
Calcutta is in Dhaka to exchange ?i
. views on trade promotion between ::

. Bangladesh and India. -t;_.
: The areas -of interest of the 3
“ business delegation include Hotel
% and Hospital services, Tourism, :
Electronics, Ceramics, Textiles etc.

The
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is staying in
Snnargaun Hotel and will leave i:-'i-

delegation
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Dhaka un l2th August

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

following position :

N & Grindlays Bank

ANZ Grindlays Bank plc wishes to recruit a young Bangladeshi of high calibre and
outstanding ability for service with its branch network in Bangladesh in the

college premises.”
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The Bang Ia{lt‘uh

I-"lldi :\ﬂu{wmuun of North Amerlr.'a held
a press conference at a city hotel vesterday It has organised
an International Dental Seminar' which begins tomorrow.

-Stlrphm

Death anniversary

The [irst anmiversary of
death of Sohel Samad will be
observed loday, says a press
release.

A talented journalist and
newscaster of the Voice of
America, Sohel Samad died on
this day last. year in Wa-
shington.

Quran khwani, milad mahfil
and discussion will be held
after Asr prayers tomorrow at
House 3, Road 95 (near the
park at Gulshan Circle Two).

All Iriends amnd relatives
have been requested to atiend.
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The 1Jth death anniversary
of Matiur Rahman, f[ormer
chief reporter of the Bangla

1 desh Times will be held today.

He died of cancer at the age of
37, reports BSS,

Before Liberation, Matiur
Rahman joined the then
Pakistan International Airlines
([PIA] as public relations ex-
ecutive.

He also worked as a
stringer of the New York
Times.

Quran kbwani and milad
mahfl! wil be held after Asr
prayers al the Malibagh resi-
dence of his family

1050 phensidyl
bottles seized

Police arrested a youngman
while he was selling banned
phensidyl syrup in a slum in

Gopibagh area of the city yes-
terday, reports UNB,

A special police team re-
covered 1,050 bottles of India-

made phensidyl syrup from the
arrested youngman, Ruhul

Amin, 32, during a morning
raid in TT slum at Gopibagh.
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BTV
Wednesday

4:30  Opening announcement

4:45 Sports programme

5:10 News in Bangla

5:25 Agami

6:00 Musical programme
Unmesh

7:00 Open University

7:25 Tagore songs

B8:00 News in

5:30 Sangbad Parikrama

9:05 Film show: Equalizer

10:00 News in English

10:30 Kathamala

11:50 Khabar/The News

11:45 Closing . '

ACCOUNT MANAGER

Candidates must possess a Master of Business Administration or equivalent
degree in Finance or Management with at least two First Divisions/Classes. The
candidates must have at least two years working expernence, preferably with an
international bank, and must have the ability to independently analyse credit
applications on their credit and financial aspects and prepare credit submissions
and reports. Familiarity with software applications like Lotus, WordPerfect will be
an added advantage.

The position provides an attractive remuneratioh package commensurate with
the demanding environment.

Candidates who are interested to apply for the position and have the drive to work
in a competitive environment should apply with a curnculum vitae, a recent
passport size photograph, copies of educational certificates and names and
addresses of two referees to G.P.O. Box No. 502, Dhaka 1000 by August 27,
1994 with the envelopes addressed to the Manager Human Resources.

Candidates selected for a preliminary interview, on the basis of initial screening
of the CVs will be notified in writing of the venue, date and time of the same. The
Bank will not bear any expenses of the candidates for attending the interviews/
tests.

The Bank will only advise successful candidates, those who do not qualify for
subsequent stages of the recruitment process will -not receive any notification.

The Bank reserves the right to accept or reject any application without advising
any reason whatsoever.

Candidates having no experience as mentioned above need not apply.
Al applications made to the Bank will be treated in the strictest confidence.




