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A Bangladeshi man, having taken his
European Iriend out on a brief tour of our capi-
tal ts acquaint him with Bengali life, was very
pleased when his guesl exclaimed, “You
Bangladeshis are a colourful race.” It must have
been the cultural programme | took him to —
he thought, but was proved wrong when the
foreigners pointed at a nearby wall, elaborat-
ing, “look at all those scribblings on the wall !"

Highly insulted the "deshi’ bit back a sharp
retort and turned to look at his friend's face to
detect any sign of sarcasm there, but saw none.
Instead. an amused and faintly curious expres-
sion was fixed on the foreigner's face. That
surprised him. Surely graffiti are not non-exis-
tent in the western world?

However. they are not as widely seen in
other places as they are in this part of the
globe.

Look around the city and you'll see bold re-
marks and statements deflantly glaring at you
everywhere. Apart from some residential areas.
graffiti-free walls are pretty hard to come by.
The boundary walls. the shopping malls. sev-

you visit your sick cousin at the hospital and,
what do you know. still no escape from those
obstinate slogans. acting as constant re-
minders, so that you make the right choice.
Did they ever think that too much publicity
might have an adverse effect as public could
get irritated enough to change their minds?

Heaven ‘knows when this "G-fever' started.
but the poor. suffering walls. Just because they
are objects and can’t protest, continuous cru-
elty is inflicted on them.

Do the people. who indulge in such acts,
honestly believe that their demands and pleas
hit home? Or maybe. it has become a trend. a
habit hard to break. Probably their hands
twitch at the sight of a stark, bare wall, with its
wide expanse. A young man when asked why
he was ruining the wall, innocently replied "l
am practising my democratic right: f{reedom
of speech” and there isn't any problem as long
as it's not on anyone's private property.”

If they do feel the need to draw attention of |

the policy makers and the public, aren’t

e

Graffitt galore,

eral office buildings, especially educational in-
stitutions and their hostels all fall victim to
this crazy obsession. One wonders why the au-
thorities bother to repaint them? No use of
wasting precious money and labour for noth-
ing. It's commorr knowledge that the walls are
covered with numerous writings in flamboyant
shades of black, blue, red, greeri and also yel-
low and white right. after they are given a gen-
erous treatrnent of fresh coat ol paint!

Usually political slogans. party ideclogies,
various demands and protests are the subject
matters of graffiti. The most common are seen
in the city is probably — “Free our valiant revo-
lutionary leader immediately.” Well, maybe,
not these exact words, but got the drift
anyway. One can also see valuable advice like,
“Save the country's education.” "Let’'s build a
terrorism [ree nation,” "arms prohibited here”

“etc. adorning Lthe walls of — you've guessed it —
the university areas, desperately trying to at-
tract the passers-by. But as the eyes of the city
dwellers have become only too accustomed to
it, hardly anyone bothers to take a second look,

Graffiti mania is at its height during the
election times. when writings like Vote for
the rose symbol’ or the elephant symbol or
whatever flashes before our eyes wherever we
go, right along with the posters of the hopeful
candidates, trying to influence one's decision.
You go to vour work place. you see them. vou
pick your kid up fram the school, it's there,

pulting up posters, miking, distributing
leaflets, holding meetings, processions elc.
enough?

No matter what they say above 'beauty being
only skin deep’ or 'not to judge a book by its
cover, appearance often counts a lot. A high
standard yet run-down graffiti-filled institution
might hold little charm compared with new
clean and modern establishment.

Writing on the wall is certainly not a piece
of cake. Imagine how one manages to reach
those 3 to 5 storey buildings, hanging precari-
ously from a ladder, paint brush in hand. The
job involves great risk and demands strong
nerves. Another interesting faet about it is that
the handwriting. especially ‘Bangla’ is usually
quite beautiful. The neat, carefully written let-
ters that look like quaint designs from afar
have a certain artistic touch to them which is
praiseworthy.

The old saying, ‘promises are made to be
broken’ is very true in this case, we've lost
track of the times the governments in power
pledged to look into this matter. We have no
remorse to disfigure freshly painted walls,
throw garbage everywhere and carry on other
such activities that pollute not only the city but
our souls as well.
eradicate this problem, let us change our indif-
ferent attitude and come forward. as a respon-
sible citizen to make our very own Dhaka, a
cleaner, much prettier city.

Government alone can't’

Police intercepted a BCL (M-I) procession near the Bangladesh Secretariat in the ecity

yesterday.
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Survey of 30 pc agricultural
land completed

The survey of about 30 per
cent of the country's total agri-
cultural land has been com-

pleted and that of the rest will

be completed within next
three years, reports UNB.

This was disclosed in the
19th parltamentary standing
committee meeting of the
Ministry of Agriculture held at
Sangsad Bhaban yesterday with
Agriculture Minister M Majid-
ul Haq in the chair yesterday.

The meeting was informed
lhat the Thana Land Use
Directory of 75 thanas had
been prepared recently. It will
help the farmers to use appro-
priate seeds, f{ertilizer and
other necessary agricultural
inputs to increase production
as much as possible.

About 33 thana agricultural
officials and block supervisors
of Agriculture Extension
Department had been im-
parted training on the appro-
priate use procedure of this

directory, the meeting was in-
formed.

The meeting also discussed
the present situation of distri-
bution of quality seeds,
particularly HYV (high yielding
variety] potato seeds among
the farmers as well as their
application. It took some
important decisions in this
regard.

it was also informed that
the Agriculture Ministry has
formed a committee to dis-
cuss, analyse and prepare ap-
propriate suggestions from the
12-point proposals of Agri-
culture Extension Department
earlier prepared to increase
cultivable land in the country.

Member of the committee
Abdul Mannan Talukder. Mo-
hammad Alamgir Kabir and
Mohammad Shamsul Islam of
BNP and Gazi Nazrul Islam of
Jamaat-e-Islami attended the
meeting. Agriculture Secretary
M Akhter Ali was also present.

2 killed in city

By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons were Kkilled
and as many were injured in
separate incidents in the city
and in Narayanganj during the
last two days.

A pedestrian was killgd as a
speedinid truck knocke@ him
down at Khilkhet Bishwa Road
at about 10 pm Sunday.

Seriously injured Moha-
mmed Aminul Hague Rony, 25,
was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where he died after
admission.

In another road accident a
house maid was killed when a
auto tempo ran over her at
Shantinagar Sunday night.

-The victim Sharifa. 8, was
fatally injured and admitted to
the DMCH where she suc-
cumbed to her injuries yesfer-
day morning. 5

A businessman was injured
when a group of toll collectors
[ired shots at Baghmara.

Canada assures
economic
cooperation

Canada assured contitmued
economic cooperation to Bang-
ladesh particularly to streng-
then t
tion etween the
countries, reports UNB.

The assurance came from
High Commissioner of Canada
in Bangladesh Jon J Scotl yes-
terday when he called on
Commerce Minister M
Shamsul Islam at his office.

During a meeting, they dis-
cussed matters of mutual in-
terest.

Pointing out liberal eco-
nomic policies being pursued
by the present government,
the Minister stressed the need
for building up a joint Chamber
of Commerce in order to expe-
dite cooperation between the
two countries in trade and
cominerce,

two

existing trade rela- '

— Star photo

BCL sit-in to
protest DU

incident
By DU Correspondent

The ‘pro-Awami League
Chhatra League (M-]) staged a
sit-in in front of the Bangla-
desh Secretariat at about noon
yesterday demanding arrest
and trial of the 'terrorists’
involved in viclence on the
Dhaka University campus last
Thursday.

A teacher and an employee
were injured and three other
senior teachers manhandled
on the day.

Addressing a rally in the
afternoon, BCL leaders alleged
that a large number of armed
hooligans were still present in
some DU residential halls
causing tension and panic on
the campus.

They urged the government
and the university authorities
to take effective measures to
root out armed outsiders from
the campus immediately.

The rally was addressed by
its president Moinuddin Hasan
Chowdhury, Igbalur Rahim and
Ataur Rahman. They demanded
a judicial investigation into
Thursday's violence.

Earlier, the BCL brought out
a procession from the Doel
Chattar,

The sit-in was part of the
BCL's countrywide aclion pro-
gramme protesting Thursday's
violence on the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus.

B9 D59 TE (BBH FbA Fte (8¢ ITE) IS WA
G AMETEA 8 PBA IG Frwer rad P Feh
220E FAALAFS T WRIA I AECSTE | - FRTPTYR
I 23-b-5822 (9-¢- 3803 ORATY @M 33 009!
e e A FEF 4z I W@ ax & FRE @
32.5¢ 9oeE WMy wamreva SfEfers @ oz Bafye
UITF) FRAAETR (AT TR | HRTTEPTE AMEEA A4 I
& o wAEe A TR IF Iee wmEE A
e @R_I #fefe wasm a% B doo.oo (GF*1S)
(SrEgerE) TR 7%, (@) e Fat Am e
SIfAA T4 WP SRS AT (7R 5.00B! *5%) ol fr
Y Ao XA | :

IANE 1l TZTS 23 -b- 58 2 BITEd W wfEH sty
HANCH ez I 1203 | WA (AT ST o 23-b- 38782
eIt (@ Hfetn sqar 3 BXE 7|

DFP-1220-3/8
G-1258

Happy Wedding
Anniversary
to

Sharek Bhai & Pritha Bhabi
From: Farjad, Zerin
& Radin
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