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NEWS BRIEFS

PM congratulates
youth cricket team

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday congrat-
ulsted all members and ofli
cials of the Bangladesh youth
cricket team. who clinched
the seven-nation International
Youth Cricket Championship in
the Malaysian capital Kuala
Lumpur Sunday .

in a message sent 10 team
manager Enayvef Hossain Siraj,
the Prime Minister said. "We
fell very bappy and proud as
Bangladeshi boys lifted the u-
tle in the seven-nation Llour:
nament displaying emulating
performance.” reporis BSS.

Ctg port staff on
hunger strike
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Aug 8: The
Chittageng port employees’
joint sendority and time-scale
action coordination ‘commitice
began a hunger sirike at the
port office premises this
morning. demanding imple-
mentation of joint seniority
and #me-scale benefits as per
the wverdict of the High Court

The regular weekly meetng
of the cabinet was held yester
day at Bangabhaban with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia in
the chair Ministers. stale min
isters-in-charge of different
minisiries and divisions at-
iended the meeting Cabinet
Secretary. Principal Secretary
te the Prime Minister and sec
retaries concerned were pre-
sent, reports UNB.

US top official
meets Mostafiz

Visiting US Depuly Assis-
tant  Secretary of State
Timothy M Carney yesterday
made a courtesy call omn
Foreign Minister A § M
Mostaficur Rahman at the
Foreign Office. Carney, who is
in Dhaka now on a four-day
visit. also called on Foreign
Secretary Mr Osmany at the
iatier's offite yesierday. re-
ports BSS.

Drought-like situation |
threatens Aman crop

Is a drought impending?

This has now become Lhe
main concern of the country's
farmers and agricullure ex-
perts.

The threat of a drought
looms large over the country's
northern region unless there
is a significant increase in
rainfall in the next few days,
agriculturists feel.

They are now anxlously
looking at the skies in the
hope of torrential showers
that will enable them to
transplant their aman paddy
seedlings.

“Unless the rainfall in-
creases by 30 to 40 per cent
from the current level, 20 per
cent of the transplanted aman
would not survive without sup-
plementary irrigation,” said Dr

@he

SHRAVAN 25, 1401 BS,

By Inam Ahmed

Z Karimu, Member (Sgill of the

Bahgladesh Agricultural Re-
search Council (BARC), while
talking to The Daily Star.

"If the rain comes. the area
under aman plantation would
not shrink. Buat then we have
to watch for the month of
September because usually
droughts comie after the mid
dle of September. So we ¢an't
really heave a sigh of reliel be-
fore that," he said.

A weather expert told The
Daily Star last night: "The
northern region is virtually dry
Now. "

Meanwhile, out of the 50
lakh-hectare. aman plantation
target this year, 9.86 lakh
hectares were brought under
plantation till July 31 accord-
ing to Agriculture Ministry

DHAKA

SOUTrCes,

The plantation season began
in July and will continue till
the last week of August. The
achievement 1ill the end of
July is; however. only five per
cent lower than the slightly
over 10 lakh hectares lasl year.

During the same period this
vear. 2.55 lakh hectares of
seed beds were prepared
compared to last years 2.59
lakh hectares.

But the most striking fea-
ture: this year has been the
fact that almost two lakh
hectares of the total 9,86 lakh
hectares were brought under
plantation only with the help
ot irrigation.

"This is unimaginable,” said:

official on condition of
, See Page 12 Col 6
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ISRAEL-JORDAN BORDER,
Aug B: Israel and Jordan
changed the map of the
Middle East today, opening
their first border crossing to
cement an end to 46 vears of
hostilities, report Reuter. AF.

Israeli Prime Minister Yi-
tzhak Rabin and Jordan's Cro-
wn Prince Hassan cut the.
ribbon at the border crossing
three kmm north of the Red
Sea ports of Agaba in Jordan
and Eilat in Israel.

UUS Secretary of State Wa-
rrenn Christopher watched as
an announcer told the assem-
bled crowd: "Ladies and gen-
tlemen, the border crossing
between Israel and Jordan is

Speaking in Hebrew, only
one remarkable development
here where minefields were
cleared up to the last minute,

By Asiuzzaman

"If | pump my tubewell, fit-
ted with the WASA line. | pet
dirty, stinking water. Possibly
the water and sewerage lines
have leakages somewhere in
the area.” said 2 resident of
Baddanagar Lane under Lalbagh
thana in the city

Despite repeated comn-

plaints during the past one
month, the Dhaka Water and
Sewerage Authority (WASA) is
yet to check thé lines and re-
store supply of fresh water, he
told The Daily Star yesterday.

"We fetch our drinking wa-
ter from a roadside hydrant.”
he said pointing to a long
gueue near the faucet. :

At least 50 families in the
area have been suffering with-
out any sign of a solution to the
problem. “The water flow is so
poor that we have L0 use tube-
wells to draw water from the
WASA line.” he further said.

Shujauddin. a banker resid-
ing in the area. said "Poor sup-
ply or scarcity is tolerable but
how can we drink highly con-
taminated water? Some peo-
ple have already fallen sick due
to this he said.

A Daily Star correspondent
and a photographer visited the
area and saw the suffering of
the local people.

Another resident

See Page 12 Col 7
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Hassan quoted from the Bible,
saying the events were "tur
ning the valley of troubles into
a gate of hope.”

Rabin, the first Israeli head
of government to officially set
foot on Jordanian soil, and
Christophei, shared the ros-
trum with Hassan as some
1.000 Israelis and Jordanians
sat together in a woeden gra-
ndstand. They wore white ba-
seball caps to protect them
from scorching heat.

"This is the first step on a
long journey.,” Rabin said. as
he quarrelled with critics whao
guestioned the rapid pace ol
Israel's deal-cutting with the
Arabs. “To prevent loss and so
rrow we cannot afford to wait
one day longer.’

A dozen Jordanian and Is
racli war veterans shook hands
and exchanged gifts. Two you-

TOO LITTLE FOR TY
with people forming long queues around such water
hidrants, especially in the older part of the city. This picture
was taken yesterday at Baddanagar Lane in Lalbagh.

—8tar photo by Enamul Huq

NANY: A common, everyvday sight

Crown Prince Huassan of Jordan (R)
and leraeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (L, cutting the ribben to open the first border
crossing sear thedlod S resorta ! Eilat in lsrael and Agaba in Jordun yesterdasw ‘h . |
| ' —AFP phot

Israel and Jordan open
border crossing

ng girls, Zora Ginzburg, 10, a
Kibbutz child, and Nancy
Tayan, 12, of Agaba, presented
shears on velvet pillows for
KRabin and Hassan to cut the
white ceremonial ribbon.

The border opening. which
cannot be used by Israelis and

Jordanians until there is a
formal, peace trealy, is one

hyproduct ol Lhie war-no-more
agreermnent King Hussein and
Rabin signed two weeks ago at
the White House in Washing-
Lon

Christopher. who is in the
nudst of another burst of shut
tle diplomacy to try to broaden
the * peacemaking, said the
even! lifts the spirits 'of a
wolnded region by reminding
it of the courage and honour,
ithe compassion and sacrifice
that two people can demon-

See Page |2 (Col )
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HC refers case
against BBC, two
ministries to CJ

A High Court bench, ex-
pressing its embarrassment in
accepting a writ petition agai-
nst the BBC, the Home Minis-
try. Ministry of Information.
and controversial feminist au-
thor Taslima Nasreen, referred
the case to the Chief Justice
vesterday for his decision.
reports UNB. ,

One of the judges of the
court comprising Justice Kazi
Shafiuddin and Justice AT M
Monwaruddin felt "embarra-
ssed’ and decided to refer the
petition, filed against a BBC
telecast of an interview with
Nasreen for its presentation
according to the Chief Jus-
tice's own direction.

Amena Khatun, General
Secretary of the Swadesh Par-
ty, filed the case after failing to
get any satisfactory answers to
her legal notices served earlier
on the plaintiffs.

See Page 12 Col B

Move to restore
~normalcy on
DU campus

by Masud Arif

Vice Chancellor of Dhaka
University Prof Emajuddin
Ahmed, in a move to restore
normalcy on the still tense
campus. began a dialogue with

the student leaders yesterday .|

as part of a planned series of
talks with representatives of
the teachers, students and of-
ficials.

Well placed university
sources said that the seven-day
ban on rallies and processions
on the campus imposed
Saturday might be withdrawn
if the student bodies reached a
CONSETISUS,

The VC's talks with the stu-
dent leaders continued till the
writing of this report last
night.

. Sources concerned indi-
cated that the talks might have

a posilive oulceme — possibly -

r C
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AL, EC discuss
delimitation of

JS constituencies

A high-powered Awami
League delegation yesterday
met Chief Election Commissio-
ner Justce Mohammad Abdur
Rouf and discussed delimi-
tation of the 300 parliamentary
constituencies, reporis UNB.

They also discussed the
formulation of a new voters'
list and distribution of identity
cards among the voters..said
an EC press release.

Awami League's Advisory
Council member Mafizur Rah
man led the delegation which
included Rahmat Ali MP. K S
Nabi, A S H K Sadek and
Mahbubur Rahman.

Elettion Commissioner Jus-
tice Md Abdul Jalil, EC Sec-
retary A Z M Shamsul Alam
and Joint Secretary S M
Jakaria took part in the dis-
cussion at the EC Secretariat.

They also expressed the
desire to hold similar meet-
ings.- with other political par-
ties. '
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Foreign Minister A S M Mostafi .
,and Sports Minister Sadeq Hossain were at the Zia Airport last night
victorious Bangladesh youth team which won a seven-nation t:nr,_',ket

Malaysia Sunday.

i e

zur Hahm:';in, who is also chief of the Cricket Contro! Board,

to receive the
tournament in
—Star photo

"BNP steps up efforts

to end impasse

Star Report

The ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party [(BNP) has
stepped up its efforts to re-
solve the present political im-
passe, ‘:sarty sources said last
night.

The mass campaign high-
lighting the achievements of
the BNP government would
continue alongside efforts to
bring the: boycotting Oppo-
sition back to Parliament. a
senior BNP leader said.

The 16th session of the
Jatiya Sangsad is likely to be
convened, by the end .of this
month.

. The BNP leader. who is also
a minister, said so far mid-
level leaders of the two major
parties have held informal
talks.
thest leaders make prugress,

"If the talks between:

the top-ranking leaders would
sit to finalise matters,” he told
The Daily Star.

He, however, admitted that
not much progress has so far
been made.

The major Opposition par-
ties — the Awami League. the
Jatiya Party and Jamaat — have
been agitating for holding the
next general elections under a
caretaker government.

"We can discuss the outline
of a caretaker government but
the ruling party should first
agree to the caretaker provi-
sion,” an AL leader said.

Talking to The Daily Star,
both the BNP and the Oppo-

sition leaders could not give .

any clear-cut idea about formal
talks te end the political
See Page 12Col &

i&nglegé worth Tk 7.5cr
to be destroyed

By Special Correspondent

The governmen!t has or-
immediate destruction
of the frogleg stocks in the
couritry to ensure strict enfor-
cement of the ban. imposed
several years ago, on its export.
The National Board of Revenue
(NBR] has already been
instructed to take necessary
actions in this regard, said
official sources.

Over 5.63 lakh pounds ol

.prnceaﬁed froglegs worth about

seven crore 50 lakh taka. be-
longing to six private compa-
nies. are now stored in various
warehouses. Of this stock, over
35 thousand peunds are in
possession of a private com-
pany while the rest are ig
bonded warehouses under su-
pervision of the Customs
Department.

This huge quantity of the
froglegs has been reportedly
lying in the warehouses since

“protocol

10 November, 1991, when the
deadline for exporting the re
maining stock of the com
modity expired.

The catching and killing of
frogs of all species as well as
export of froglegs were ban-
ned by the government on 12
June 1988, The step was taken
for maintaining bio-diversity.
ecological balance and the
environment in the country,
in line with the international
and agreements
signed by Bangladesh.

However. the ban was later
lifted due to pressure from
certain quarters and the dead-
line for exporting the remain-
ing stock of froglegs was re-
fixed several times.

In January, 1991, the stock
lying with 25 frogleg exporters
was estimated at over 24 lakh
pounds. The final deadline to

See Page 12,Col 7

Miladunnabi
August 21

Eid-e-Miladunnabi will be
observed in the country on
August 21, the National Moon-

'sighting Committee decided

vesterday after reviewing re-
ports regarding sighting of the
Rabiul Awwal moon from dif-
ferent districts, reports B5SS.

The National Moon-sighting
Committee, at 1ts meeting wish
Religious Affairs Minister
Keramat Ali in the chair, de-
cided that the Rabiul Awwal
moon was not sighted any
where in Bangladesh yesterday.

The meeting, therefore, re
sohved that the first day of the
lunar month of Rabil Awwal
will start on August 10

Saifur seeks US
aid for rural
electrification

The visiting US Depuly
Assivtari Secrctary of State for
South Asian Affairs. Timothy M
Carney, called on Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman. at
his secretariat office in the city
yesterday. reports BSS.

They discussed bilateral is
sues and matters of mutual in-
terest. Carney praised
Bangladesh for the progress
achieved in the ongoing re
form preocess in different sec
Lors.

See Page 12 Col 7 |

3Pakistanis held
with medicine
at Z1A

. By Staff Correspondent

A Customs surveillance
team seized contraband medi-
cine valued at Tk 3.14.860 and
arrested three persons at Zia
lnternational Airport (ZIA)
vesterday morning.

The medicine were seized
from three Pakistani travellers
who arrived by an Emirates
flight (EK 610) from Dubai via
Karachi at about 10:30 am
yesterday

See Page 12 Col 7

Hasina expresses solidarity

Non-govt pry teachers start
fast unto death from today

By Staff Correspondent

The teachers of non-gov-
erament primary schools yes-
terday decided to start-a fast
unto death in the city from to-
day if their four-peint démand
was not met.

Earlier, the striking teach-
ers decided to continue their
sit-in In fromt of the Jatiya
Press Club till Wednesday and
threatened (o go on a hunger
strike from Thursday if their
demands wWere not accepted by
the government.

The teachers of the non-
government primary schools
have been national-
isation of all registered non-

government primary schools.
The other dgmands include
giving a monthly allowance of
Tk 1500 each for the teachers
of the schools until the schools
are nationalised, registration of
the unregistered primary
schools and appointment of
teachers according to the ratio
of enrolled students.
The UNB adds:
League president and Leader of
the Opposition in Parliament
Shetkh Hasina yesterday vis-
ited the striking teachers as an
expression of solidarity with
theic agitation and urged the

See Page 12 Col 3

“One arrested in
constable

murder case

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested the alleged
killer of constable Ali Ahmed
from a house in Badda under
Guilshan Thana Sunday eve
ning. Ahmed was killed more
than five years ago

According te police, Zakir
Hossain alias Milton was ar-
rested on a charge of killing
the guard of the Thal Embassy.
Ahmed in May, 1988. He is
also accused of hijacking a car
from Motijheel on the same

See Page |12 Col 8

Fire on “foreign
ship in Khulna:"
Jute gutted

KHULNA. Xug 8: About a
thousand bales of raw jute apd
jute goods were burnt to ashes
in a fire on a foreign ship at
Mongla Port Sunday night, po-
lice said today, reports UNB.

The cargo vessel, MV
Pablina, carrying Panamian
flag. was loaded with 27,734
bales of raw jute and jute goods
when it caught fire from a
short-circuit at 11 pm.

Mongla fire brigade rushed
to the spot and brought the
fire under control after nearly
fowr hours.
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" Govemment o the Peopl's Republic of Bangiades?
National Board of Revenue
Dhaka i

NOTICE

Subject : Introduction of ASYCUDA to
Computerize the process of |
clearingimport and export cargoes. |

The National Board of Revenue is pleased to

notify that the first phase of computerized |

processing of assessment documents relating |
to clearance of import and export cargoes

in Bangladesh will commence from 11-08-94

at Dhaka Custom House. This procedure

will be known as SPEED (Special Processing
of Electronically Entered Declaration). For
this purpose, under section 79 of the Customs |

Act, 1969, and SRO No 226-Law /94/1560/

Customs, dated 25-06-94 issued by the National

Board of Revenue, newly prescribed bill

| of entry/bill of export have to be submitted.

From 11-08-94, Dhaka Custom House will not

receive any entry declaration submitted under

old forms. All concerned are requested to take
necessary action accordingly.

Dr Rashidul Ahsan Choudhury

First Secretary (Customs)
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