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Fidel Ramos in Brunei: ruiippine
president Fidel Ramos arrived in Brunei yesterday for a three-
day visit, aimed at strengthening bilateral ties and atiracting
investments and trade from the oil-rich sultanate, officials
said. AFP reports from Bandar Seri Begawan.

Ramos was accompanied by wile Amelita and a nine-mem-
ber official delegation comprising the Philippines” secretaries
of foreign affairs. trade and communications as well as the
chiel of the armed lorces,

Hezbollah kills 2 Israeli troops:

Two Israeli soldiers were killed and three wounded in a pro-
Iranian guerilla ambush in South Lebanon early yvesterday,
security sources said, Reuter reports {rom Marjayoun.

The sources said pro-lranian Hezbollah puerillas ambushed
an Israeli patrol in the Aishiyeh area inside the .Jewish state's
occupation zone in the south. At the same time. the guerillas
showered rockets and mortar bombs at posts of Israeli. and
allied forces in the area.

Landslides claim 21 in Vietnam:

Landslides causefl by floods have killed 21 people in
Vietnam's mountainous Lai Chau Province bordering China.
the Communist Partv Daily Nhandan reported yesterday,
Reuter reports from Hanoi. '

Losses in the flooding late last month were estimated at 25
billion dong (2.3 million dollars). it said. Nearly 200 houses
and 1.600 hectares (4 000 acres) of rice fields were de-
stroyed.

US actor Bert Freed dies: ser rreeda

veteran actor who appeared in such movies as "Paths of
Crlory,” "Billy Jack” and "Halss of Montezuma”™ has died at the
age of 74. a spokesman for the Screen Aclors Guild said on
Friday, Reuler reports from Los Angeles.

He said Freed digd of a heart attack on Tuesday while
vacationing near Vancouver. Freed appeared in more than 75
fihns and 200 television programmes. :
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Nigerians and a Malaysian convicted of Heroin trafficking

were hanged at Singapore's Ghangi Prison, the Central
Narcotics Bureau (CNB) said on Saturday. Reuter reports from
Singapore. .

Nigerian nationals Gabriel Okonkwo. 33, and Paul
Okechukwu Ngwudo, 29, were arrested in December 1990 in
a hotel room in Singapore for trafficking in 538.8 grams
(18.99 ounces) of heroin, it said. Malaysian Lim Swee Thong,
43, was arrested in June 1991 at a bus stop bordering
Malaysia for trafficking in 24.91 grams (0.88 ounces) of
heroin, a CNB statement said.

Book on Deng's career: vou may not be

able to see the man himsell, but now you can at least read the
book recounting the career of Chinese patriarch Deng
Xiaoping, who turns 90 this-month, AFP reports from Beijing,

“The career of Deng Xiaoping — a great man and his cen-
tury.” has been published by the People's Liberation Army
Li'erature and Art Publishing House. The People's Daily an-
nounced yesterday.
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Cholera, Malaria kill 200 in Uganda:
Cholera and Malaria epidemics have killed some 200 people
in western Uganda in the past two months, the official New
Vision newspaper reported on Friday, AFP says from Kampala.
The diseases have struck Rubanda county in Kabale district

where health officials said hospitals had run out of drugs and.

were unable to stop the epidemics. "The situation is grave.”
the newspaper quoted a health official as saying.

Gunmen massacre 5 in S Africa:

A family of five, including two toddlers, was massacred by
gunmen in a black township east of Johannesburg, police said
yesterday, AFP reports from J

Police spokesman captain Govindsmay Pariemuthoo said
two gunmen burst into the house in Wattville township late
Friday and sprayed the family with AK 47 assault rifles.

- - .
Arafat arrives in Alexandria:ro
leader Yasser Arafat arrived in the coastal city of Alexandria
yesterday for talks with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
and probably with US of state Warren Christopher,
Reuter reports from Alexandria, Egypt.

Arafat flew from the Egyptian side of the border with Gaza
with a large delegation including former negotiator Faisal Al-
Husseini and two leading members of the Palestinian self-rule
authority — Nabil Shaath and Yasser Abed-Rabbo.
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Robberies on rise in Japan: me oun
ber of robberies committed in Japan hit a record high in the
first six months of the year. although the total number of
crimes dropped, newspapers said yesterday. Reuter reports
from Tokyo.

The number of crimes carried out by foreigners also hit a
record for the first half of the year. .

The number of robberies rose six per cent in January-June
1994 over the same period last year to reach a six-month
record ol 1.325. a national police agency report was quoted

as saying
- - ol

Japan's defence official to visit US:
Japanese Defence Agency Director General Tokuichior
Tamazawa plans to visit Washingion in September 12-17 for
talks with US leaders, a newspaper said yesterday, AFP re-
ports from Tokyo.

Tamazawa is expectied 1o discuss bilateral issues and North
Korea's suspected nuclear arms development programme, the
Mainichi Shimbun said

Christopher resumes
ME peace shuttle

EGYPT, Aug 6: US Secretan,
of State Warren Christopher
opened a new Middie Eas:
peace shuttle on Saturday, call
ing first on President
Hosni Mubarak for his help on
the stalled talks between Israel
and Syria. reports AP

Mubarak. assuming the role
of a go-between, has tried to
bring Syrian President Hafez
Assad and lsraeli Prine Minis-
ter Yitzhak Rabin together in
the wake of lsrael's agreement
with Jordan and the Palestine
Liberation Organisation But
Christopher admitted he faced
wide gaps between the two
sides

“They are wresiling with
the toughest issues. " Chrisio
pher sald before leaving Wa-
shington

"My own impression is
there is progress to be made.”
he said, but he added that a
major breakthrough was un-
likely

The focus of the stalemate
is the Golan Heights a strate-

enclave [srael won from

Assad insists Israel relin-
quish all of the territory. but
Rabin wants to hear Syrias

Syria. which were suspended
last February in Washingion
Bu' at this stage Assad (s con-
lenit (o negotiate through
Christopher, who has accepted
ithe go-between role as the
only available option.

Still. a senior aide, who
demanded anonymity in talk-
ing to reporters on Christo-
pher's US Air Force jet,
acknowledged, "There can be
no deal that s not done di-
rectly.”

He said Christopher hoped
in his talks in Jerusalem and
Damascus (o create an "envir
enment” that would make
direct Israeli Syrian negotia-
tions possible. But if they
resumed direct discussions
now, the two sides only would
engage in a "recitation of their

Rabin has offered to give up
at least part of the Golan
Heights and to uproot 13 000
Jewish settfers, while Assad in
May provided the [sraeli leader
via Christopher with some
elemenis his peace offer.
Nefther side was satisfied

in the meantime, |srael and
Jordan signed a non-aggres
sion pact. On Monday. Chris
tepher plans 10 cross the
border between them in sym
bolic gesture of a new mood in
the Middic East! [srael and the
PLO, meanwhile. are working
to expand Palestinian self-rule
on the West Bank
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Serbs bow to NATO threats,

SARAJEVO. Aug 6: Bosnian
Serbs bowed to threats of
more NATO air strikes and
returned four heavy weapons
including a tank they seized
from the United Nations, a UN
spokesman said today.

NATO hit the Serbs with an
air attack on Friday and the
UN commander in Bosnia,
Lieutenant-General Sit Michael
Rose, told them he would
order more sirikes if the
weapons were not returned by
today

UN spokesman Major Rob
Annink told Reuters that a T-
55 tank. two armoured per-
sonnel carriers and a Praga
anti-aircraft gun snatched from
the llidza weapons collection
point in Sarajevo were handed

Friday night.

A Bosnian Serb liaison offi-
cer had told the UN that a {ifth
wenpon grabbed from the
compound, an anti-aircraft
gun, would be turned over to-
day.

Annink said the return of
the five weapons would remove
the immediate threat of more
air strikes, but NATO could
still be called in if the condi-
tion was nol met in full.

“There is just a pause and
we may well continue [ with
air strikes), but there.is no
deadline. We are giving the
Serbs the opportunity to reor-
ganise and think it over.” he
said, _

- In nearby Pale. a senior offi-
cial said ‘the Bosnian Serbs’
self-declared assemnbly was ex-

pected to meet again next
week and could declare a state
of war and fulll mobilisation.
Momcilo Krajisnik, the par-
liament's Speaker, told re-
porters he expected the
assembly to convene in the
next two days. '

Krajisnik said he expected
the parliament to “declare a
state of war, general mobilisa-
tion and rationing of supplies.
The Parliament can make such
a decision at its next session to
be held in the next two days.”

AP reports from Moscow :
Russian officials said on
Saturday the Bosnian Serbs
provoked the NATO air strike
outside Sarajevo, and they also
urged the Serbs to end their

return 4 heavy weapons

national peace plan.

"It is regrettable that the
Serbs themselves ... have
a pretext” for the air strike,
the Rusc a1 Foreign Ministry
sald in a statement issued late
Friday night.

Russia, a fellow Orthodox
Slavnation, has shown the

most sympathy to any outside .

power for the Serbs during the
Bosnian war. But Russia said
the Bosnian Serbs has only
themselves to blame for
Friday's attack in which two
U.S A-10 planes hit a Serb
anti-tank weapon south of
Sarajevo.

The attack came after the

Bosnian Serbs seized weapons

from a U.N-monitored wea-
pons collection point.
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Zairean troops fire on
Rwandan refugees:

- One killed, 3 injured

ZAIRE, Auf 6: Zairéan sol-
diers shot and killed a
Rwandan refugee and wouhded
three on Friday in a camp in
eastern Zaire and the United
Nations halted food deliveries
to 150,000 refugees because of
tension. reports Reuter.

UN High Commissioner for
Refugees. (UNHCR] spokes-
man Panos Moumtzis said a

He said UNHCR staff wit-
nessed the incident near a
crossing in the camp, the
poorest and worst of all the
camp; in eastern Zaire for a

. nearly\ one million r
who arrived three mkft;g“

He said UNHCR officials
complained strongly to the
Goma army commander about

dozen Zairean soldiers started  the third killing in as many
stealing radios and blankets days in clashes between
from huts in Kibumba camp. Zairean troops in the camps
25 km (15 miles) north of the and refugees..

border town of Goma.

Tension between the
troops and refugees rose be-
cause of the theft and the sol-
diers opened fire killing an old

“We told him it was much
more necessary to have more
discipline among his soldiers
or the situation would get out
of hand,” said the spokesman,

back by the Serbs late on

. opposition to the latest inter-

Two young girls sprint past a team of Ukrainian soldiers as they take aim at a new Serbian

sniper position on Friday in Sarajevo.

— AFP photo

India removes all bunkers

around Hazratbal Mosque

SRINAGAR, Aug 6: Thou-
sands of Muslims thronged
Kashmir's holiest mosque on
Saturday after security troops
dismantled the bunkers whose
removal was the focus of a
rebel campaign for nearly a
year, reports AP.

Priests unlocked a safe at
the Hazratbal Mosque in
Srinagar. examined a holy relic
that Muslims believe is the
hair of Prophet Mohammad

(SM) the founder of Islam, and

declared it safe.

They told the crowd that .

the glass vial containing the
hair had not been damaged, a
charge f[requently voiced by
Muslim militants since troops
laid siege to the mosque last
October.

Separatist guerillas had an-
nounced that Muslims would
not allow Hindu pilgrims to
the Amamath shrine later this
month unless security forces
are withdrawn from the

mosque.

The government announced
on Tuesday it will pull its sol-
diers out of the mosque, which
was the scene of a 32-day
standoff between the rebels
and the army.

Soldiers had laid siege to
the mosque to flush out rebels
hiding there. The standoff
ended when the guerillas

walked out,

But the government said
the bunkers were needed to
prevent rebels from using the
rmosque as a base of damaging a

More than, 9,500 people
have been killed in Jammu-

 1 5 Canadian army

officers to patrol
Haitian border

OTTAWA, Aug 6: Canada will
send 15 military officers to
join a multinational force en
forcing economic sanctions
against Haiti by patrolling its
border with the Dominican
Republic, the Defence
Department said Friday, re

. ports AP.

The Canadian officers will
join soldiers from Argentina,
Brazil and the United States to
make up the B8-member force.

The UN has imposed sanc-
tions against Haiti in an effort
to force the country's military
regime to step down and allow
the return of Jean-Bertrand
Aristide, the democratically
elected president. -

Only humanitarian goods
are allowed through the block-
ade.

Kashmir since the Muslim in-
surrection flared four years
ago. Rebels complain of dis-
crimination against Muslims by

the federal government of

|||||||

. On Saturday, two priests

used separate keys to unlock a 4

safe kept in the first-floor vauit
of the mosque, i the presence
of police, Hurriyat leaders and
journalists.

""The relic is safe and has
not been touched,” said
Ghulam Khadir Drabu, chair-
man of the Augaf Trust that
governs all mosques in
Kashmir.

Priests will consecrate the
mosque and the relic in the
next few days before opening it
for prayers, Drabu told The
Associated Press.

Shortly after midnight,
about 500 soldiers guarding
the mosque removed all 15
sand bunkers.

Hurriyat leader Abdul Ghani
said the government move was
"late but correct.” He urged
residents of Srinagar to light
lamps at night to celebrate the
occasion.

"The conflict between the
government and the militants
has been lessened. We are very
happy.” sald Ali Mohammad.
who lives near the shrine.

'DPRK wants
Russian light
water reactor

SEOUL, Aug 6: North Korea
told US officials it wants a
Russian-made light-water rec-
tor and will continue to ex-
pand its nuclear programme
with outdated graphite reac-
tors umtil it gets one. reports
said Saturday, says AP.

North Korea and the Unites
States resumed high-level
talks Friday in Geneva aimed at
opening up the communist
country's nuclear programme
to international inspection to
verify it is not making nuclear
Weapons.

Help in building a modern
reactor is part of a package in-
cluding economic and diplo-
matic incentives that is ex-
pected to be offered to lure
Morth Korea into accepting in-

snections. f

North Korea says it nuclear
programme is peaceful, but has
refused full inspeetions since
March 1993.

Jyoti Basu was
offered post of

Prime Minister?

NEW DELHI. Aug 6: Jyoti
Basu, Marxist Chief Minister of
India's West Bengal state, says
he was offered the post of
Indian . Prime Minister by
leaders of a national coalition
government after it collapsed
in 1990.

Basu’'s claim is made in an
article due to be published in
the official Communist Party
weekly, People’s Democracy. A
copy of the article was made
available to Reuters today.

Basu, whose Communist
Party of India-Marxist (CPM),
has been in power in West
Bengal for a record 17 years,
said he declined the offer be-
cause of ideological differences
with his potential supporters.

Me said the move was initj-
ated by former prime minister
Chandra Shekhar and Arun

Nehru, a relative and an es-

tranged aide .of the late Prime
Minister Rafiv Gandhi.

“] clearly communicated to
Aurn Nehru that the notion of
a national government was to-
tally impractical and I had alse
made known to him in no

- uncertain terms that the ques-

tion of my getting to become

prime minister did not arise at.

all.” . Basu said.

Then President R.
Venkataraman said in a ne
cently published book he had
considered several Eandld.ntcs
as prime minister

Hiroshima renews call to aboli

TOKYO. Aug 6: Hiroshima,
the first city to be devastated
by an atomic bomb, Saturday
renewed an appeal for., the
world to abolish all nuclear
it observed the
49th anmiversary of the blast.
reports AFP.

"We appeal 1o the leaders of
nuclear powers. All nuclear
weapons should be abolished
immediately,” Hiroshima
Mayor Takashi Hiraoka said in
a peace declaration which was
televised acrass the country.

Japanese Prime Minister
Tomiichi Murayama said at a
ceremony attended by some
50.000 surviving victims, of the
US attack and relatives of vic-
tims that Japan would con-
tinue efforts for nmuclear disar-

ma.rfr:ﬂt-
apan will continue poli

cies for the promotion of nu

| clear disarmament and the ul

limate abelition of nuclear
arms,” the prime minister
said

Participants at the cere-

mony held in sizzling heat of-
fered a one-minute silent
prayer for the victims at 8.15
am the moment when the
bomb exploded over the west-
ern Japan city in the closing
davs of World War 1l

City officials said that 5,110
people died or were confirmed
dead over the past year as a re
sult of lingering eflects of the
bombing. bringing the total
number of such wvictims in

J

Hirvshima to |86 940

Takako Dol. speakers of the
wer House of parliament,
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Anti-nuclear demonstrators stage adie-in in front of the

Atomic Bomb Dome at the Peace Memonal Park

in

Hiroshima on Saturday during the 49th anniversary of

the atomic bomb memorial ceremony.

— AFP photo
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“in World War II. prohihits the

sh N-arms)

and Bunbei Hara, President of |

the Upper House, were among
participants in the ceremony.

Hiraoka urged the Japanese
government to show the world
concrete measures to abolish
nuciear weapons, while Mura-
vama asked North Korea to
contribute to the prevention of
nuclear preliferation.

"The international commu-
nity needs to take steps for
coping with the new situation”
created by North Korea's sus-
pected nuclear arms develop-
ment programme, Murayama
said.

The prime minister
siressed that Japan would
maintain its Pacifist Consti-
tution and,three-point policy
of not producing. possessing
or bringing in nuclear arms.

The constitution, promul-
gated following Japan's defeat

country from dispatching
troops overseas to settle inter-
national disputes.

Nagasaki. a western Japan
city. was also hit by a US
atomic bomb three days after
Hiroshima was devastated. An
estimated 70,000 people were
killed by the bomb in Nagasaki.

AP adds: Prime Minister
Tomiichi Murayama flailed
Saturday, the 49th anni
el the world's Orst atomic
bombing. to fulfill survivors'

hopn for new ¢ nsation.
‘We in the go unent ac-

cept the reality that the vic-
tims are still suflering.” Mur
ayama said al an annual meem-
orial service in Hiroshima.,

man and wounding two other

addin the comman
! adults and a six-year old child, : ' i

promised to investigate.

Off the Record

US pop star Michael Jackson (R) waves to journalists
flanked by his wife Lisa-Marie Presley (L) upon arrival at
Budapest's Ferihegy Airport late Friday. The visit is the first
the two made together since their marriage was released.
Jackson will be filming a video here for his new album
"Redeeming Eastern Europe.” — AFP photo

Widow publishes Burton's
brooding poem

LONDON: Newly married to Elizabeth Taylor and at the
height of his fame, Richard Burton portrayed himself in a
poem as a man brooding by himself, "hunched, solitary,
silent.” reports AP.

The poem, written in November 1965 and recently
discovered by his widow, Sally. was published Saturday in The
Times of London. Burton died in 1984.

In the poem, titled "Portrait of a Man Drowning.” Burton
pictured himself sitting alone in the corner of a pub, brooding
about his life.

"....Does he live again the nightmare Ol all the shgme he
suffered and madeé others to suffer. The torn promise, the
shattered word., His red hand caught in the emotional till,
The things he had never done and never would do now. Lost
lovely things. The hopeless things long lost..."

Melvyn Bragg. who wrote the authorised biography of
Burton., commented that the actor was so famous at the time
he wrote those lines that he could not hope to be left alone in
any public place. But Bragg suggests the emotions are
genuine, '

The poem "shows more clearly than anything else that
even in that early stage in his marriage he realised that he
had indeed made a Faustian bargain — he could have
everything, but the penalty would be that he would have to
watch himself act all the time.

Swiss most careful about
practising safe sex

LONDON: The Swiss are by far the most careful when it
comes to practising safe sex. according to a survey for
condom manufacturers London international published on
Saturday. reports AFP.

According to the international survey, 66 per cent of Swiss

young people aged 16-2]1 used a condom with a new partner,
making them more responsible than the British {20 per
cent). The French (12 per cent). ltalians (16 per cent] and
Japanese (10 per cent).

However. the survey also showed more young people in
Britain have changed their sexual behaviour as a result of AIDS
than anywhere else to Europe.

Nearly two thirds said they had changed their behaviour,
compared with 35 per cent in France 47 per cént in Naly
and 50 per cent in Germany
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Mystical experience
FORT WORTH: Van Clibum had a "mystical experience” on
stage the day before his mother died half a continent away,
reports AP
At a wake for Rildia Bee O'Bryan Cliburn, the pianist
described having an overwhelming feeling about his mother
as he walked on stage at the Metropolitan Opera House in
New York on Tuesday. She had suffered a stroke days earlier

"l kmew she wyas in trouble " Cliburn said Thursday. "When
| got through the last encore. | rushed to the dressing room
to call and she had stabilised and | knew she was with me. It
was a mystical experience. That was just so thrilling.

Mrs. Clibum died Wednesday at age 97 at a Fort Worth
hospital. her son at her bedside.

Visitors gathered at a Fort Worth funeral home around a
bed where Mrs. Cliburn's body lay in a rose coloured
embroidered gown.

'l don't like caskets.” Cliburn explained. "I had a bed for
my father when he died. ... | think it's more peaceful and so
much nicer.”

The room was decorated with photographs of Ciburn with
his mother. Recordings of Cliburn playing Tchaikovsky filled

the funeral home.
Cliburn has postponed conceris in New York and

Pittsburgh. part of hia first concert tour in 16 years. He is
expecied to resume the long-awaited national tour August 12,
in Detroit.



