DHAKA SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 1994

Dhaka Day by Day

Cultural Shocks and Surprises

by Sonya M Sultan

For, the past two yvears. | have been studying
at Trinity College. Cambridge. [or a degree in
social and political science. As my family lives
in Dhaka I come home each year during -my
summer holidays and without fail am always
struck by the difference between life in Cam-
bridge and that in Dhaka.

The university town of Cambridge functions
in a queer way. Il is a smallish town which is
dominated by the university and pretty build-
ings built by different kings of England from
the 14th century onwards. scatiered all over,
The academic circles of the untversity have
created a little dream world for themselves.

I have often wandered around Cambridge
catching only snatches of conversation and de-
cided that everyone there is completely insane.

Instead of having
lighthearted conver- ‘
sations about the film
they saw last night,
their most recent ro-
mance or their pas-
sion for tennis or
football. outwardly
normal young stu-
dents discuss what
they find exciting
about Einstein's The-
ory of Relativity. Or
why Marx's theory ol
Daas Kapital cannot
be put into practice.
The professors at
the university are
called 'Fellows' and
they are a rare spe-
cies of human beings.
They are generally
male, quite ancient
and they are totally
incapable or speaking
coherently or of mak-
ing themselves un-
derstood. When |
started my course |
was simply told that
these 'Fellows' were
allowed to behave in a
very erratic manner
since they had all
been  certified
‘brilliant’ after pub-
lishing two hundred
papers and three

hundred books.

Thus in Cambridge. young undergraduates
are expected to immerse themselves in aca-
demic pursuits, wander from library to library,
possibly even live in one. The terrible food pro-
vided in the dining halls also contributes to the
image of yvoung half-starved academics who
seem s0 engrossed in the pursuit of knowledge
that they neglect their health. And after a hard
day's work, the way (o relax is to drink so
much beer, port and wine that you cannot even
stand straight, and just like the professors you
admire so much, cannot even utter one coher-
ent sentence.

From such a world, 1 fly back to Dhaka and
in a sense normality. I'm happy to say, | haven't
met anyone here, yet, who wanted to discuss
Einstein's Theory of Relativity with me over a
cup of tea. When 1 visit my friends, they do not
produce a copy of the Communist Manifesto
and start quoting Marx to me. Rather, | have
been getting a regular dose of more 'down to
earth’ conversations — my parents discussing
who should do the grocery shopping, a cousin
telling me about_her daughter's wedding. bar-
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gaining with a rickshawalla about the fare, talk-
ing to our cook about her two children. so on
s0 forth. o

People's concerns in Dhaka seem much
more tangible and relevant than in Cambridge
and this tends to make Dhaka a much more
lively city. Academit life 18 sometimes so ‘quiel
and peaceful’ that even if the potatoes for
funch have been roasted in a different way. that
appears exciting. In Dhaka, on the other hand.
even a simple rickshaw ride may hold many
surprises and/or shocks: vou will be close to
death a few times as the rickshaw driter will
make sure you nearly get run over by a car or
truck, you may be stopped and mugged at gun
point or may be caught in some political pro-
cession demanding the hanging of one writer

or another., Now this
is what is called living
on the edge!

But that is not all.
Dhaka has so much
more to offer. Re-
cently. [ had great fun
on a boat ride down
the Buriganga. Now in
Cambridge. boat rides
on the river cam are
in keeping with the
lifestyle — quiet, with
beautiful landscapes
on either side. My
bpoat ride in Dhaka
was much 1ore
eventful. As soon as |
ool off the rickshaw
al Sadarghat, 1 had
half a dozen sireet
sellers around me,
trying to convince Iie
| needed to buy
bright pink plastic
sandals, a new sari, or
everl live chickens to
fully enjoy my boal
ride. Then a boal
owner offered me a
spectal’ rate tor hir-
ing his boat — TK 50
per hour — wherseve-
ryone €lse around me
was paying Tk 35. |
told him there was
nothing special about
me. therefore | pre

of Tk 35.

Once on the river, three voung men on a
motor boat with @ loudspeaker began to sing
the latest hits from Hindi films. All | could hear
was "... Olay. olay. olay...” Now in Cambridge.
British young people are so inhibited, I could
never expect three young men to sing Hindi
love songs to me across the river. So | was duly
flattered.

Such things make me realise that Cam-
bridge life is much too ordered and routinised.
In such a context people only do what is ex-
pected and accepted. Whereas in Dhaka, noth
ing Is predictable — government may change
anytime. local mastans may cause a riot any mo-
ment, your neighbour may elope with a famous
movie star, or sirangers may sing Lo you across
a river... And what makes life exciting is that
Bengalees react passionately to almost every
thing — from the World Cup football to general
elections. From Cambridge to Dhaka, it feels
like putting down a piece of English literature
one was reading, in order to enter a real-life

sOap-opera.
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auditorium in the city yesterday.
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Canadian cos keen to
invest in energy sectors

Leading Canadian oil and
gas companies have shown
keen interest to lnvest in en-
ergy and mineral resources
sector of Bangladesh, reports
UNB.

The willingness [or ongoing
and upcoming oil and gas pro-
jects were expressed by the
executives of the internation-
ally reputed oil and gas com-
panies in an investment forum
held at the International
Trade Centre in Calgary of
Canada on Wednesday.

Addressing the forum Ban-
fladesh Energy and Mineral
Resources Minister Dr Khan-
daker Mosharral Hossain
putlined an immense scope
for investinent in the fields of
gas wells, mining and power
feneration in Bangladesh.

According to a delayed
message, the minister ap-
prised the members of the in-
vestment forum the prospects

and importance of energy and
mineral resources sector in
Bangladesh. . 7
Describing the present
trend of growth and future
projections in the national
economy, he told the forum
that the short-termn energy
need would call for multibillion

dollar investment which is
open to any intermational
establishments.

"Recent economic indica-
tions in Bangladesh suggested
a steady recovery of the na-
tional economy,” said Dr
Mosharraf, who is leading a 4-
member Bangladesh delegation
on a weeklong official tour.

He said the economy would
attain further momentum with
the developments in related
socio-infrastructural sector
resulting from the fiscal, eco-
nomic and other reforms un-

‘dertaken by the present gov-

ernment.

Tk 98000 disbursed
among distressed

women in Rajshaht .

RAJSHAHI. Aug 5: The city
unit of Social Wellare Depart-
ment today disbursed inte-
rest-free loan amounting to Tk.
98 000 among 54 poor and

distressed women of Shree-
rampur slum area, reports

UNB.
Deputy Commissioner ol

Rajshahi Abdul Malek dis-
bursed the loans. under CEDC
project, i a sunple ceremony

which was presided over by
Social Welfare officer Begum
Badrul Laily.

The main objective of the
loan distribution programine
is to involve the poor and dis-
lressed vromen in socio-eco-
nomic development activities
of the country by creating em-
plovment eopportunity for

them, said a PID handout.

Hatom

BTV
Saturday

4:30 Opening announcement
Al-Quran
Programme summary
4:45 Children's programme:
Surjamukhi
510 News in Bangla
525 Musical programme: Kid
Songs
6:00 Tarunnya: Youngmen s
: magazine programine
6:30.- ' Angicar: Programme based
on population controf
7:00 Banshari: Folk songs

725  Comedy Serles: Major Dad

8:.00 News in Bangla

8:30 Mati O Manush

9:00 Biswanatak: Programme on
world classic drama

10:00 News in English

10:330 Drama Series: Dynasty
11:30
11:45

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday stressed the
-need [or establishing rule of
law in the society by providing
legal aid and education to the
helpless people, reports UNB.

\paugurating a seminar on
‘Legal Aid, Legal Education and
Social Justice' at Hotel Sonar-
gaon, he said fair judicial sys-
lem was essential to establish
rule of law in the country. "It
can be achieved by ensuring

independence of judiciary”.
Organised by Monthly Legal
Aid. the inaugural session was
addressed by Justice Sultan
Hossain Khan, Advocate Kha-
waja Golam Murshed, Advocate
ASM Khasru and advisor to the
Kirara No Kai, Eichi Koishi.
Justice MH Rahman presided.
President Biswas said law-
yers and conscious section of
the society could work as
catalyst in establishing rule of

law on a firm root.

Highlighting the role of the
lawyers in flourishing legal
system in the country, he said
legal practitioners had a re-
sponsibility to look after the
distressed . people who were
depriving of justice due to
their financial crisis.

He also urged all concerned
to come forward to help flour
ish the life of every citizen in
the light of law.

Light to moderate rain or thundershower is likely at many
places over Chittagong and Barisal divisions and at a few
places over Dhaka. Khulna and Rajshahi divisions, reports
LINB. -

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

. country. )

In its extended outlook for the subsequent five days. Met
office predicted deteriorating weather.

Meantime. Jessore experienced the highest 50 mm rain
vesterday. Chittagong had 33 mm shower and Sitakund 19
mm during the period. .

Country s highest temperature 34 6 degree Celsius was
recorded at Dinajpur while the lowest 25 degrees at
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Maijdicourt and Hativa yesterday.

The sun sets today
mormow (Sunday) at 5:30 am.

(Saturday)} at 6:39 pm and '’ rises to-

The maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
in some major cities and towns recorded yesterday were:

City /Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min 9 am 6 pm
[Dhaka 31.7 26.78 85 B85
Chittagong 28.8 25.6 95 92
Rajshahi 32.6 27.4 92 89
Khulna 33.7 27.5 0 79
Barisal 313 262 87 86 |

Tk 2cr grant for
renovation of
N'ganj hospital

Minister for: Health and
Family Welfare Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf announced a
grant of Taka two crore yes-
terday for the renovation and
expansion works of 100-bed
Narayanganj General Hospital
(Victoria) to provide modern

health-care facilities. reports
BSS. '

If necessary, more grants
would be given, he added.

The Health Minister made
the announcement while ad-
dressing as chief guest a meet-
ing organised by the doctors,
nurses, employees. and other
staff of the hospital at its com-
pound in the morning,

Presided over by Dr. Mogbul
Hosain, Civil Surgeon of
Narayanganj, the meeting was
addressed by Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury, Syed
Shahidul Huq Jamal MP and
chairman, Bangladesh . Red
Crescent Society.

City BNP bodies

meet today

A joint meeting of all vice-
presidents, officials of Dhaka
City BNP, presidents and gen-
eral secretaries of thana and
ward units and ward commis-
sioners belonging to the party
will be held at city BNP office
at the Nawab Yusuf Market at
7pm today, reports BSS.

Death an iversary
of MA Khan today

The tenth death anniversary
of Rear Admiral Mahbub Ali
Khan, former Chief of Naval
Staflf and Minister for Commu-
nications and Agriculture, will
be observed today. a press
release said yesterday, reports
BSS.

A milad mahfil will be held
at "Mahbuo Bhaban”, Hoase No
40. Road No 5. Dhanmondi in
the city after Asr prayers.

An elaborate programme
has been organised on the oc-
casion. The programme in-
cludes laying of wreaths at the
Banani graveyard, Quran Kh-
wani, distribution of sweets in
a number of orphanages and

' special prayers.

Rear Admiral M A Khan
Memorial committee, Sylhet,
has also arranged a separate
programme.
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Military Lands and Cantonments Directorate

Ministry of Defence
Dhaka Cantonment

Dhaka.

Wanted

Applications are hereby invited for the post of Lecturer in English for Jessore Cantonment
Degree College under the management of Cantonment Board, Jessore Cantonment. Bonafide male
and female citizens of Bangladesh fulfilling the following requirement may apply to the Director,

| Military Lands and Cantonments, Ministry of Defence, Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka.

I Name of Post

| Lecturer in Enghish

L

rules.

__ | Educational Qualification
2nd. Class Hons with 2nd Class

Master’s Degree.
or

Ist Class Master's Degree.
Facilitics of 40% House rent allowance, Medical allowance @ Tk. 150/-, Rest & Recreation
allowance, Festival Bonus, Time-Scale and Provident Fund/Pension after confirmation as per

2850-5155/-

Less than
35 years.

Application complete with Bio-data and details of educational

qualifications and experiences
along with attested copies of certificates from Class 1 Gazetted Officer and three ¢

opies of recent

passport size photograph along with Tk, 5(/- crossed postal order or Bank Draft in favour of
Cantonment Executive Officer, Jessore Cantonment, Jessare should reach the undersigned on or

before |5th August, 1994.

Interview cards will be issued only to those are found suitable while preliminary sorutining.

OFP-974-3}4/7
O— 1243

Military

'

Director
Lands and Cantonments
Ministry of Defence

Cantonment Board Building No. 7

Dhaka Cantonment.
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