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CHITTAGONG, Aug 5: The
second phase repatriatien  of
the tribal refugees from Indian
state of Tripura to Bangladesh
ended when 314 refugees re
turned to their homes (n
Khagrachhari hill district
through Ramgar border point
today. Official sources told BSS
over telephone here tonight
that with this last batch in the
second phase, the total num-
ber of the repatriated persons
to Ban@ladesh now stood at
3346 of 648 families ’

Model polls in
Tongi today

Chief Election Commi
ssioner Justice Abdur Rauf will
inaugurate the model election
programme in Tongl Poura
shava today at 1] am. said an
official announcement yes-
terday. On the first day identity
cards will be given to the

voters. registered under the
new system to preven! f[alse

voting, reports UNB
Two killed in
boiler blast

JESSORE, Aug 5 Two wor
kers, both of them brothers
were killed and eight others
including two children and
two women injured when a
paddy boiler exploded here

yesterday. reports BSS
Benazir leaves

for Saudi Arabia
ISLAMABAS. Aug 5 Pakis

tan Prime Minister Benazr
Bbhutto left for Saudi Arabia
today for an Islamic pilgrimage
to Mecca, the state television
said. She is alsb likely 10 paeet
‘King Fahd during her two-day
visit. the private FPl news

agency said reports Reuter

|

L tentional,” he

SARAJEVO, Aug 5: NJ\T‘E}
warplanes launched an air
sirike on Serb targets near
Sarajevo at 6.350 pm
(1635GMT) today, a UN mili-
tary spokesman told Reuters.

French Lieutenant-Colonel

' Bernard Labarsouque said: "A

strike was carried out at 1835
(1635 GMT) just outside of the
southern edge of the ‘weapons
exclusion zone,” east of Mount
Igman. Targets were hit and
destrpyed.”

He believed two aircraft

took part in the attack but he .

could not say what was hit.

UN troops went on high
alert after the attack, and took
cover al lhE‘ main UN head-

quarters in Sarajevo.

Earlier. the Umtf:d Nations
summoned NATO warplanes to
enforce the order banning
heavy weapons from around
Sarajevo after Bosnian Serbs
shot at a UN helicopter, a US
official said today.

A State Department official
in Washington confirmed the
attack and said two US A-10
aircraft and two French Mi-
rages took part in the raid.

- "We understand the strikes

did occur,” the eofficial said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Joint Chiefs of Staff Chair-
man John Shalikashvili con-
fil‘med ithe HAT*D EUI' strike*s
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NATO jets bomb
Serb targets

were ordered after the Serbs
removed heavy weaponry from
storage areas in the region. But
he could not immediately con-
firm the attack.

The linited Nalions can call
in NATO warplanes to enforce
a ban on heavy weapons around
Sarajevo and protect
peacekeepers, but until now
had been reluctant to do so
without an immediate threat to
Sarajevo.

Bosnian Serb soldiers took a

‘T-55 tank, two armored per-

sonnel carriers and a mobile

anti-aircraft gun before dawn

today from a UN collection

pointl in Serb-held llidza, just
See Page 12 Col 2

BJP's 'no' to Manmohan

" NEW DELHI, Aug 5: India's
main opposition party today
rejeclted a governimment apology
over its response to an all-
party probe into the cnuntrys
worst financial scandal and re-
fused to call off its boycott of
parliament. reports Reuter,
PTI.

z i

In a clear attempt to end
the boycoti, Finance Minis.er
Manmohan Singh apologised
lor some words used to de-
scribe the parliamentary pro-
be into the affair.

Sirgh told the Upper House
that his ministry used words
such as 'unwarranted and un-

fair' inadvertently to describe
parliarnent's criticism of the

government over the 1.28 bil-

lion dollar scandal.

Sy Teally sorry. for this
lapse, whmhwmm unin-
said in a long
statement that appeared teo

am of lllf-ﬂnﬂr siphonin

contain several
concessions.

"I would like to assure the
house that it was never our
intention to show any disre-
spect to the Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee.”

government

"If these words convey such
an impression, I have no hesi-
tation in requesting you to
treat them as withdrawr..”

The government, Dr Singh
said, agreed with the view of
the JPC that the irregularities
in securities trading revealed
both failures in various aspects
of the financial system includ-
ing both internal contrel me-
chanism ef banks as well as
the supervisory system, and
also a deliberate and.criminal
misuse of public funds with. the

Singh's apology

position to return to parlia-
ment and debate the govern-
ment action report.

"The government seeks the
views of the honourable mem-
bers in this regard.” Singh
said.

Jaswant Singh. a senior
leader of the main opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party. re-
jected the apology and the
appeal.

"Nothing short of a with-
drawal will do,” he told Reu-.
ters.

The opposition, from right

to left in rare unison, has in-
sisted that the government

withdraw iis "action taken re-
port” detailing what it had
done about a joint parliamen-
tary committee [JPC] probe
into scandal.

it announceg. ihﬂytqtpﬁ }

Tuesday for the rest ofi &
liamentary session due to end

in late August.

'Govttoissueiksascr

bondsforT&TpmJect

By Solml Manzur

The govermmeni has de-
cided to issue treasury bonds
worth Tk 335 crore to collect
funds for the T & T Board 'ur
installation of 1 lakh and 30
thousand digital telephone
lines in the country. according
to sources concerned.

The money to be collected
from the sale of the bonds will
be given to thé Board for a pe-
riod of three :

The bonds will be issued
tomorrow from the Bangladesh
Bank for purchase by the banks
sand financial institutions. The
bonds will bear five per cent
interest and will be of Tk 1
crore, Tk 5 crore and Tk 10
crore denominations, the
sources said. '

The bonds would be treated
as approved security and serve

as statutory liquidity require-

ments (SLR) fer the banks.
These are not encashable be-
fore the end of the three-year

b term.

The Mﬁﬂ banks are
keenly interested in purchas-

. ing the bonds since there has

been an acute shortage of gov-

ernment approved securities,
sources said.

The bhanks are required to
keep at least 15 per cent of
their liabilities as liquid assets
with the central bank. This is a

safety measure for the banks in
case of heavy withdrawal from
any particular bank. If the
banks keep this amount in
cash., they would not get any
interest. But If they keep this
in approved securities, they
would get interest at a certain
rate, the sources pointed out.’

Similar bonds worth Tk
176 crore were issued on
Decémber 29 ldst year for col-
lecting funds for the same pro-
ject of the T & T Board and
those were ‘oversubscribed’ by
the commercial banks. The
sources feel that floating of the
bonds would also help the
banks overcome the huge
shortfall in their SLR.

Abiola rejects terms
for his release

LAGOS, Aug 5: Presidential
claimant Moshood Abiola,
whose detention on treason
charges has plunged Nigeria
into chaps. was ordered freed
on bail by a court today but re-
jected terms for his release
and was still in custody, his
aide said.

"Ablola is still in police
cusfody and will not aceept
these conditions”, Fred Eno
Abiola's spokesman. told Reu-
lers.

Top suspect in
Bombay

bombings lw!d

NEW DELHI. Aug 5: A top
suspect in a one-day wave of
terrorist bombings that killed
more than 300 people last year
in Bombay was arrested Friday,
india's interior minister saiqd,
reports AP.

The minister, SB Chavan,

tod Parliament t evidence
recovered from Yakub Abdul

Razak Memon, 33, proved that
Pakistan, India's Islamic nei-
ghbour and arch enemy, was
involved.

But Chavan declined to dis-
close that proof, beyond sho-
wing a Pakistani passport and

driver's license with Hl:mun s"

picture.
Pakistan denied any in-

volvement. "The arrest of Ya-
kub Memon in the Indian
capital suggests that he was all
along under the protection of
Indian authorities. " said the
Pakistan emmbassy.

A court ordered Memon
held in custody for investiga-
tion for 30 days. At a hearing,
Memon told the judge he had
come to India from Karachi via
Nepal, the Press Trust of India

' news agency said,

India has long blamed Pa-
kistan for financing and trai-
ning the terroristg who plan-

Sec Page 12 Col 8
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By Staff Correspondent
A Biman aircraft carrying
260 passengers frem Muscat,

Oman, narrowly escaped a
mishap Thursday after it was
caught in a whirlwind, Biman
sources said last night.

"It was a miracle that we
survived," Captain Akhteruzza-
man., commanding pilot of the
DC10-30 aircraft, told The
Daily Star. "We had to use full
power of the engine and it
took a minute and 30 seconds
to come out of the windshear.”

The aircraft safely landed at
the Zia International Airport
early Thursday after four hours
of flying. A Biman source said
that the engine of the aircrafi
might have to be overhauled
because it suffered ‘'heavy
strain.’

The pilot of the aircraft said

See Page 12 Col 7

‘Mushim divorce law

Indian SC orders
lower court to
review decision .

NEW DELHI, Aug 5: The
Supreme Court has ordered a
review of a lower ‘court deci-
sion that struck down the age-
old Muslim divorce custom as
unconstitutional, reports AP.

The ruling by a two-judge
bench Thursday means that,
for the time being, a Muslim

- can divorce his wife by saying

"talaq”, three times in succes-
sion. "Talaq" means divorce in
the Arabic language.

The divorce 25 years a.gu of
Khatoon Nisa has become a
test case for the priority of the
nation's secular comstitution
over the authority of religious
law in personal affairs Iike
mairiage and divorce.

india is the home of more
than 100 million Muslims, who
follow the Muslim Personal
Law. Hindus are 82 per vent of
india's population of 900 m!]-

llwi, its mﬁi:g ‘the Supreme’

Court said that in view of the
See Page 12 Col 1

DUTA token
strike from

tomorrow
By DU Correspondent

THe Dhaka University Tea-
chers Association (DUTA) vdill
observe token strike tomorrow
and Monday to protest the
attack on teachers Thursday.

DUTA at an emergency
meeting yesterday, demanded
withdrawal of Dr M Ershadul
Bari, Dean of the Faculty of
Law., from the DU Senate,
Syndicate, hall administration
and various committees within
séven days. Otherwise, the as-
sociation would take fresh
programmes, according to a
DUTA press release.

‘The meeting resented the
statement of the Prime Mi-
nister regarding Thursday's
viclence on the DU campus.

DUTA alleged  that the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
led the terrorist activities en
the DU campus Thursday.

The DUTA also demanded
of the government to withdraw
Prof Azhar Uddin, Pro Vice
Chancellor of Rajshahi Uni-
versity, from the Dhaka Uni-

versity Senate as he reportedly

spoke against the playing of
National Anthem in the first

session of the Senate meeting
of the National University.
DUTA demanded of the au-
thorities assistance for the
treatment of Dr Ratan Lal
Chakrabarty, who fecefved bul-
let injury in his leg Thursday.

&

i | Accord on WB credit
for gas project soon

By SY Bakht & Inam Ahmed

The government has com-

pleted negotiations with the
World Bank for securing a 141-

million US dollar credit to fi-
nance the gas-sector  infras-
tructure development project
(GIDP), both Bank and Energy
Ministry sources have
confirmed.

The two-year project is be-
ing seen as "extremely critical”
in improving the overall gas
transmission system in the
country to meet thé projected
growth in demand in the com-
ing years.

Petrobangla conducted the
negotiations with the World
Bank (WB) and the agreement
is now expected to be finalisel]
in Washington later
month. The loan accord would
then be placed before the
bank's board in September.

‘clfuding

retain a larger percentage of

this .,

"The GIDP is dtsigned to
alleviate gas supply shortages
and also to improve the man-
agement of the gas sector, in-
allowing greater de-
centralisation of the state-
owned gas companies,” noted a
source at the WB Resident
Mission.

The' government has also

to increase the gas tar-
iff by another 10 per cent and
to allow the gas companies to

gas revenue, enabling them to
generate internal resources for
development work.

The project is expected to
ensure supply to the gas-based
Kamaphuli Fertiliser Company
(Kafco). The nearly 450 miillion

dollar joint venture company

‘would require about 62 million

. See Page 12 Col 4
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Fauzia Kam ‘un Tania Tinki (left) who became the

individpal che im

pion in "Ka" Geoup (6-9 years) of the Jatiya

Telévision Sh ¢ ,lshu Shﬂpl Natun Kuri competitiod™t399 BS
receiving thi p gold cup .from chief guest Prime Minister
Begum Khal jeda Zia during the presentation ceremony at

tire Rampu:_ra TV Bhaban yesterday.

*_ H‘ —

— PID photo

Tinki. ' Shaon top TV child artistes

Groom young talents
- collectively : PM

Prim:> Minister
Khaleda ; Zia yesterday under-
scored the need for collective

respons ihility to groom the
country 's young talents, re-
ports U NB.

"We | have won indepen-

dence ;but our struggle for

econor ,nic freedom has been
contin
achiev & self-reliance... success
can br ¢ ensured only if we raise
our «}hildren properly,” - she
said. |

Ttie Prime Minister was
addr pssing a function arranged
to dijstribute prizes to the win-

neys | of the-"Natun Kuri Jatiya-

Telizvision Shishu Shilpi
Pwr nshkar "— the BTV awards
for
Bei igali year 1399,

Fauzia Kamrun Tania Tinki
wa 8 adjudged the+best child
art iste or all-round champion
in the 'Ka' group (8-9 years)

wt iile Meher Afroze Shaon be-

ca me the best child artiste of
th ¢ ‘Kha' group (9-12 years).
Tiae Prime Minister handed
o rer glittering gold cups to
tl )¢ two proud winners.

Some 300 children won
a wards in the national compe-
t [thon which Included ‘girat.’
r ecitation of poem, patriotic

Begum

. Our effort now is to

child artistes for the"

. lite

song, Nazrul geeti, Rabindra
sangeet, rhymes, dramatic
performance, classical song,.
.dance, story-telling and in-
strumental music.

Initially, some 30,000 chil-
dren took part in the coun-
trywide competitions held at
35 centres.

The function coincided
with the introduction of
"BETA-SP” a new system of
recording., news gathering and
broadcasting of the Bangadcah
Television. :

The system has been in-
stalled at the Rampura televi-

*slon station with the help of
Japanese experts in a bid to

ise the country’'s state-
owned television in the face of
growing challenge from satel-
networks.

Begum Zia termed educa-
tion as the vital element for
building children as worthy
citizens and mentioned various
educational programmes un-

dertaken by her government.

In a sombre tone she re-
minded the: 'Natun Kuri' com-

- petitors that many of our poor -«

children could not participate

in such a competition.
“They have been deprived of

See Page 12 Col 3
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A partial view of the unauthorised slum near the Dhaka Medical {ullegp which has been
vitiating the lunnqitn d'hlthﬂnmllep as well as the country's biggest hmpu.ai -Star photo

Slum holids up DMC classes |

By Asiuzzaman and Ripon Beg
! Sylhet

(Classes of the Dhaka Me-
dical College have remained
suspended for nearly one and a
half month despite strenuous
efforts by the authorities to re-
solve the crisis over the evic-
tion of occupants of an unau-
thorised slum within the col
lege area.

Some 1,000 students have
been boycofting their classes
and have kept the depart
ments under lock agpd key
since June 26 demanding re-
moval of the slum which (they
claim is a sanctuary for mis
creants. =

The students’ agitation
gained momentum following
clashes with a greup of truck
drivers and workers of the ar
eas. The truckers were al
legedly backed by some resi
dents of the slums, students
claimed.

The clash was sparked by
the death of a DMC student
under the wheels of a truck in

"It (the slum) is a crime
zone in the police books. The
miscreants living in the slum
engage in anti-social activi-
ties.” a student leader alleged.

"We will not attend classes
pnless the slum is removed”.

Some 200 teachers of the

also supported the stu-
dénts’ demand for bringing

. back a congenial atmosphere

in the area.

The hospital authorities
have also bBeen trying to clear
the land to start a Tk 40-crore
expansion project. A 400-bed
hospital with 12 modern oper
ation theatres would be con-

. strueted under the project fi

nanced by the Asian Develop
ment Bank (ADBJ.

After a series ol delibera
vons between the Health Mi-
nister, the local MP, the col
lege authorities, students and
employees last month, the
Class Four employees decided

to leave the areas i they were
rehabilitated elsewhere

The hospital authorities had
constructed only 30 units to
houge its employees which
over the years turned into a
7,000-people slum on nearly
eight acres of land

‘Principal of the College
Prof Zahurul Mawla Chow
dhury. told The Daily Star that
they are close o a solution to
the impasse.

"We already signed an
agreement under which the
employees will eviet the out
siders by August 30" he said
adding 'If the government allot
a plece of land, the crisis will
immediately be resolved

He declined to elaborate
what sart of problems the slum
was creating but saild that it
was a trouble spol.

"Leaving olher maltters
aside | will say that the author
ities failed to start Lhe expan:

See Page 12 Col |
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T agore's de?,th
anniverssyry
tOd?_Ly

By Staff C/rrespondent

Today I8 the 53rd anniver-
sary of T he death of poet
Rabindrainath Tagore.

To inark the day. different
soCif-cultural organisations
across the country have pla-
nned elaborate programmes
including discussion meetirigs
recitations and musical soi-
rees,

Bangladesh Television and
the Radio Bangladesh will put
on special programmes while
the national dailies will publish
special. articles and features
on the only Nobel laureate

See Page 12 Col B

Medicine worth
Tk 28 lakh
seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs surveillance men
seized contrabdnd medicine
valued al Tk 28 lakh at the Zia
International Airport iziﬁ] VES-
terday

The medicine were found
hidden in two unaccompanied
TV cartoons in  the custorns
check-in area around 9:30 in
the morning
--Fhe-R- cartons containing
were ‘bfought . to
Dhaka from Dubal by an Emi
rates flight (Ek-612) in the
morning.
- None of the passengers
claimed the luggages after they
had been scanned. a customs
official said.

A departmental
lodged with the
thority.

Heroin haul at ZIA
Pak national on
NCD remand for
questioning
By Staff Correspondent

Pakistani national Wahid
Ahmad. who was held at the
Yia Alrport Thursday while al
legedly trying to smuggle in
1.9 kgs of heroin, was taken in
remand by the Narcotics Con
trol Department (NCD] yes-.
lerday for two days of inter

CASE was
l"'llﬂtl'}!'n‘l- ALl

rogation.
Wahid. who arrived from
Karachi by a PIA flight. was

caught by Customs men at ZIA
with nearly Taka (wo crore
worth of the deadly drag

He was handed over 1o
Cantonment police who regis
tered a case under the Nai
cotics Conlirol Act '90. Later
the case was transferred to the
NCD for investigation.

The accused was produced
before the Chiefl Metropolitan
Magistrate yesterday who gran-

'ted the remand

BNP-AL clash
leaves 30 hurt

in Dhamrai
From Our Correspondent

DHAMRAI, Aug 5: At least
30 people were Injured in a
clash between armed activisis
of the BNP and the Awami
League at Islampur here this
morming.

Of the imjured, four were
admitted to the Dhamrai
Hospital and 16 others were

| sent to different hospitals and
clinics in the capital

Babul Hessain. 20. of the AL
sustained bullet wounds whilé
Abdur Rasaak. 30, of the same
party and Ansar Ali. 30, of the
BNP were critically injured.

{ Among the other injured per-

sons, 10 were identified as AL
activists. !
According to police and
witriesses, the beating up of
enc Tola Mia, an AL werker. by
a group of BNF activists trig-

gered the three-hour long
clash that began at mnine in the
morning

During the fighting thlt
spread from Islampur to the
Bara Bazar, Jatrabarl and
Lakuria areas of the Dhamral
Sadar. both sides traded at
least 30 rounds of gunfire.



