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‘Rise of fundamentalism ||

threatens human rights'

By Staff Correspondent

Noted journalisis. poets and
writers at a seminar in the
capital yesterday observed that
the rise of indamentalism was
threatening human rights if
the coumtry and hindering na-
tonal development:

The speakers said the ac-
tivities of the fundamentalist
and coggmunal forces were

ng the national inde-
pendence and sovereignty and
urged the pr . secular
and pro-liberation people Lo
foil their conspiracy.

Organised by "Magnet a

social organisation. the semi-
nar was held at the Jatiya
Press Club auditorium.

Poet Shamsur Rahman pre-
sented the keynole paper on
the topic of the seminar:
“Development and Human
Rights: What is the Objective of
fundamentalism?”, while Prof
Zillur Rahman Siddiqui of the
Jahangirnagar University, the
editor of the daily Ajker Kagoj
Kazi Shahed Ahmed, editor of
the Janakantha Atiqullah Rhan
Masud, Abed Khan of the Daily
I"tefaq and writel Panna Kaiser
spoke on the issue. Novelist
Rahat Khan chaired the seini-
Mar.

In his keynote paper,
Shamsur Rahman said he felt
scared and concerned over the
situation caused by the funda-
mentalists and fatwabaz who

were about to destroy the
fruits of the counitry's
Liberation War. “These evil

forces opposed Lhe liberation
of Bangladesh in 1971." he
said, adding that the same
forces are again active in the
name of protecting Islam. “To
them, Islam and Pakistan are
synonymous.,” the renowned
poet said. blaming the religion
peddlers for still acting to re-
vert Bangladesh into Pakistan.

Shamsur Rahman stressed
the need for establishing a
secular civil society which, he
said., was a pre-condition for
democracy. "Fundamentalism
had taken roots in indepen-
dent Bangladeésh only after
secularism was dropped from
our constitution after the great
leader of the Liberation War
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman, was killed," he
added.
“Late president Ziaur

Rahman removed the secular
character of the countiry and
rehabilitated the killers and
collaborators of 71 becausc hwe
Aid not belleve in democracy.’
the keynote paper said.
Shamsur Rahman under-
lined the need for uniting he
mafjority population, whu are
secular minded, against the
religion-peddlers and so-called

Jatwalxiz.

DUTA concerned

. Froui Page 1 Col 5
hadat Ali
Meatiwhile, the Dhaka Uni-

versity Syndicate. in an emer-

geficy meeting yesterday after-
noon, expressed deep concgrn -

over yesterday's violent inci-
dents.

Thé Syndicate sought coop-
eration of all concerned to

mainiain congenial academic

atmaosphere on the campus.
The meeting was held at
the VC's house with the Viee
Chancellor Professor Ema-
juddin Ahmed in the chair,
The Federation of Bang-
ladesh University Teachers’
Assoclation (FBUTA). in a sta-
tement yesterday. also con-
demned the terrorisi activities
and the attacks on the tea-
chers. The federation observed
that it was the moral respon-
sibility of the government and
the university administration
lo ensure the security of the
. teachers.
" The FBUTA press release
was signed by its secretary
general Professor Md. Fasihul
Alam.

Bangladesh is now identi-
ficd 1o the world community as
2 eonntry of the flundamental
ists bhecause of the proscutl
rl'lllrlﬂ'l.t'l patronage of the

ndamentalisits, he remuarked.

Atigquilah Khan Masud. |

his h. held the major po-
Mtical parties responsible for
the rise of fundamentalist and
anti-Liberation forces.
. They are speaking qnin-l
independence. the Liberation
War and the freedom fighters
because the leading parties are
now engaged in protecting
their narrow partisan inter-
ests, he said.

Kazi Shahed Ahmed said
the fatwabaz had become angry
against the NGOs because
those had invelved the village

Zillur H.lhmnn Siddiqui
said the anti-Liberation forces
were proceeding in a planned
way (o caplure stale power.
“They have identified their
enemies and have taken train-
ing to achieve their goal.,” he
said. .

He said, the BNP govern-
‘ment eften blames the
Oppositior for obstructing d--
velopment but it is silent about
the fundamentalists.

Abed Khan said, the funda-
mentalists in thé country had
been inspired by the activities
of similar forces in different
parts of the world.

Speaking on the armed
training allegedly received by
Jamaal-Shibir facist forces, he
told the audience that there
were 23 hideouts in the capital
for their training.

Panna Kaiser suggested Lhal
fundamentalism could be re-
sisted by educating and awnk
ening the people.

up the dllt-‘tm.
Rahat Khan said the fundamen-
talists were themselves not
practicising Islam in their per-
sonal and social life. They were
just misusing Islam for their
political ends.

Upgraded system
at BTV from today

Imngiadt sh Television will
introduce a new sysitem ol
news gathering. recording
programmies and their telecast
froi today, reports UNB.

The , known as Beta-

© SP, has been installed in the

Rampura television station
with the help ol Japanese tele-
vision ' experts in a bid to

" modernise the country's tele-

vision system in the [ace of
competition [rom satellite

lelevision programmes.
The new system will be

commissioned this aftermoon

on the occasion of Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia's visil to
BTV for distribution of prizes
among the children of the

Natun Kuri competition.

Khulna BIT opens

M Sc course
KHULNA, -Aug 4: M Se

course has been opened at BIT -

College today (Thursday). -
ports UNB.

This is the second M Sc
course in the country intro-

duced in Bangladesh Institute

of Technology. The M Sc
course in Bangladesh

Universily ol Engineering and
Technology (BUET) is the first

% in the country.

Proknchl
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The Prokrichi demanded
withdrawal of the suspension
orders against the 12 physi-
cians. Otherwise. il warned.
sloctors would not provide any
nactlical serviee 1o the *Health
Sceretary and the hureanerats
involved in issuing the order.
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Chhatra League
| called a day-long strike at the
Dhaka
(August 6) to protest yester

day's "terrorist activities of the

ties were "Pre-planned”
leaders said and alleged thal
the BNFP was trying (o jeopar-

Che Bm[u ﬁhtr '

The visiting Paklm Chief of Army Stafl General

Khahdu Zia at her dﬁumﬂnntynﬁrday

~JCD, BCL announce

programmes

By DU Correspondent

The pro-Awami - League
(M-1}) has

University tomorrow

Chhatra Dal".
Meanwhile, blaming the

BCL (M-I) for yesterday's vio-
lence, the JCD has also an-
nounced a demoiistration pro-
gramme in all educational in-
stitutions across the country
tomorrow.

Both the BCL and JCD an-

nounced their programmes in
separate press conferences
held at the Jatiya Press Club
yesterday afternoon.

Besides. the BCL nn'nuum\ed

a series of programmes Lo
protest the attacks on leachers
and terrorist activities on the

DU campus.

The BCL programme in-

cludes country-wide demon-
strations on August 7. a sit-in
front of the Home Ministry on
August 8 and a students’ rally
at the Noor Hessain Square
near the GPO on

10.
The BCL leaders have called

on the students, intellectuals,
cultural activists and all others
to politically resist Khaleda
Zia's "autocracy” to save the
country

"‘rﬂiurday'a terrorist activi-
the

dise the onc-point agitation of
the Awami League through acts
of violence and terrorism.

The BCL leaders sald "The
movement of the BCL could
not be stopped by using armed
terrorists. mastans and killers
under police protection.”

They urged all to resist the
"JCD terrorists” in all the edu-
cational institutions.

Meauwhile, the JCD, in its
press conference, alleged that
the 'terrorist group’ of the BCL
(M-1) was frequently harassing
the teachers of the university
for last few days and Lrying to
creaie a volatile situation on
the campus.

They alleged that Lhe BCL
activists. along with some oul-
siders. attacked the JCD rally
at the Aparajeo Bangla yvester-
day which was el denanud
ing securi'y ol 1he teachers

The JCD leaders also al
leged thalt "those terrorists’
attacked the oflice ol Dr.
Ershadul Bari, Dean of the
Faculty of Law, on August 2 and
vitiated the congenial almo-
sphere on the campus.

The JCD demanded trial of
the persons involved in yes-
terday's violence.

Meanwhile. the JSD-backed

(hhatra League (B-K) and
Chhatra Oikya Forum have
- condemned the acts of vio

leuce i1 the Dhaka Universily

Gunbattle at DU
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Mannan Chowdhury was assaul
ted in tlie presence ol Vice
Chancellor Emajuddin Ahmed,

Al about the same time, the
armed group, allegedly belong-
ing to the JCD, verbally abused
the general secretary of the
DU Teachers' Assotiation
(DUTA) and chairman of Jour-
nalism Department Dr AAM S
Arefin Siddigue.

Earlier, the armed group
repeatedly rafsacked the of-
fice chamber of Associatle
Professor Siddique in the
journalism department.

The Chairman of the de-
partment filed on FIR with the
Ramna thana.

Later in the afternoon.
some 20 rooms ol Sir A F
Rahman Hall, Surja Sen Hall,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Hall, Mohsin Hall and
Jasimuddin Hall were ran-
sacked by an unidentified
armed group. During Lhese in-
cidents. four BCL activists
were assiulied.

thver lwo hundred rounds of
gun fire and cocktail explo-
sions rocked the campus.

According to eye-wilnesses.
police entered the troubled
Arts bullding premises only

after the gunbatile ended al
around 12:40 pm

The clashes ‘bcgan- when -

some BCL -activists allegedly
opened fire from the library
premises on a JCD rally that
was being held in front of the.
Aparajeyo Bangla, apparently
without any provocation, JCD
student leaders on the campus
claimed.

However, BCL activisis al-
leged that a group of armed
outsiders in "plain clothes" en-
tered the campus at around
11:30 am and started the
skirmishes by opening [ire
pointing towards the JCD rally.

At that time, the BCL was
holding a séparate rally in
front of the library building.
they said.

According Lo witnesses, as
the first gunshot was heard,
the JCD rally dispersed and

_some armed activists started

returning the initial fire. Rival
activists also opened counter
fire from the other side.
Panicking students were
seen running helter skelter,
seeking shelter as the ongoing
classes were automatically sus-

After chases and counter
chases around the Arts build-
ing. the BCL gunmen had lo
backirack at around 12:35 and
left the scene. it was then that
a group of police personnel.
who were waiting on the main
road, entered the Arts building
area, witnesses said. '

According 10 eye wilnesses.
the outsiders armed with pis
wils, rifles and other weapons

]

were seen on the campus lor
another 15 minutes.

Mganwhile, during the gun-
haitle, a group of armed men,
allegedly belonging to the JCD
marched inside the Arts build-
ing. Some students, suspecting
that this group might attack Dr
A A M S Areflin Siddique,
rushed to his room and ad-
vised him to escape

"But he refused to go out
from the room.” said Dr
Sheikh Abdus Salam. a teacher
of the Journalism Department.
"l had to force him to get into
the bathroom before the
armed men entered the room.”

The group, consisting of
some 20 to 25 activists, was
carrying pistols. They looked
for Dr Siddique and smashed
the window panes, a tele-
printer machine and a pho-
tostat machine of the Journa-
lism Department. During the
attack. Dr Salam was hurt in
his leg.

"1 heard them ultering
filthy words and saying "No
Awami Leaguer would stay on
the eampus.” Dr Sirddique told
The Daily Star. "Froim the bath-
room. | heard them calling me
names.”

The armed activists, begin-
ning from noon to 12:20. made
at least four attacks on the
room of Dr Siddique, each last-
ing a few minutes.

‘"After the first altack, 1
called the VC over the phone
and asked him for security
measures. He lold me he
wotlld look into the matter,”
said Dr Siddique. "After some
45 minutes, at around 1 pm,
the VC came to my room. He
was nol accompanied by the
police. He asked me to come
with him and [ followed.”

Dr Siddique said. "When |
stepped out ol the Arts bnild-
ing. a group ol activists came
in front of us and started call-
ing me names, completely ig-
noring the VC."

Dr Salam, who was also a
wilness to Lhe incident, said
"Prof Mannan was also there
with us. | saw thal an activist
held a revolver La his chest
and some people siarted push-
ing him."

Al one s(age, a senior leader

of the same group of allegedly
armed JCD activists intervenod
and they left the scene. othet

_ sources sald. i 3

“This is parlt of a deep-
rootect conspiracy o create i
vision in various prolessional
groups in Lhe counitry.” Dr
Siddique sald while giving his
reactions. "The attack was
made to divide the: DUTA aawd
te harass Lhe - pro-Liberation
teachers.”
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Abdul Waheed called on Prime Minister

— PID photo
Gen Waheed meets
Khaleda

The visiting Pakistan Chief
of Army Staff General Abdul
Waheed made a courtesy call
on Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia at her office yes-
terday morning. reports UNB.

A four-member Pakistani
delegation led by General
Waheed had arrived in Dhaka
on Tuesday on a four-day
goodwill visit to Bangladesh.
The delegation lauded the
economic breakthrough and
development in diflerent sec-
tors achieved under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia.

The visiting army chief also
referred the appreciation
achieved by Bangladesh and
Pakistan army in various UN
peace keeping missions.

Begum Zia conveyed her
greetings to Pakistani Premier
Benazir Bhutto and said she
expected to meet her at the
Cairo Population and
Development Conference next
month. She also mentioned
her forthcoming visit Lo
Pakist.ur in November.

Chie! of Bangladesh Army
Stalf Lt. Gen. Noor Uddin
Khan. Principal Secretary to
Prime Minister ANM Eusufl and
PSO (o Prime Minister M
Subed Ali Bhuiyan, Pakistani
High* Commissioner in
Bangladesh Anwar Kemal and
Corps Comnmander of Pak Army
L. Gen Ghulam Muhamrgadd
Malik wore present on the -
casion.

P e EIESIEI'

ge'l Cnl B
!‘he handing over cercinony
held teday at the premises of
the Chittagong Drvdock Ltd

was attended by Minister fer

Industries Zahir Uddin Khan
as chiel guest while State
Minister for Industries Lutfor
Rahman Khan was present as a
special guest.

The function presided over
by Industries Secreiary Abul
Hasnat Md Abdul Hai was also
addressed by Wasek Al Azad,
Chairman, BCIC, Nazmul Alam,
Chairman, BSEC and J M
Akbar, peneral manager of the
Chittagong Drydock Ltd.

Speaking on Lhe occasion
Zahir Uddin Khan said the
poor jute growers will be
benefited by this newly devised
pulp-producing digester.

Credit goes to our workers
and policy makers who build
this digester, he added.

The indusiries minister
said appropriate and honest
leadership could help our
workers improve their skill
and eflic iney.

Achievements
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people al the grass-roots level
o1 socio-economic develop-
meiils. weuld be broadoast by
radio and TV. the proposal
satic].

It has suggested making
documentary filims by the DFP,
the EPW and the PID and
screening of these films in vil-
lages by Lhe Mass
Communication Department.

" Besides. the plan provides
for publication of books and

booklets on the debate on the

caretaker govt. issue: the
Opposilion's boycoll of
Parliament; three years ol par-
liamentary democracy; new
edition of the PM's profile; and
the PM's speeches delivered
on different occasions.

All these publications would
be made both in English and
Bangla so thai those could
reach the targel groups al
‘home and abroacd.

Arrangements would also be
made [or noted journalistis to
write special articles and fea-
tures and publish those in the
NEWSsPAers.

| nder the plan, an advisory
comimijlee headed by the
Information Minister. and
coniiprising heads of the mass
nhia nd the media experts
woulld bhe formed to guide, ad-
vis¢ and suggesl appropriate
measures (o project the
af hievemenis of the BNP gov-
ermment.

According to the sources,
1he Information Secretary has
askerl the officials to prepare a
win king paper on the sugges-
tions neitle by the press wing
of the PA 5 office. A meeting of
V- mitostry officials and the
e uls ol the concerned de:

=% iu this regard is
¢ tone held very soon.

=

Tashma 1ssue:
Jamaat sees
conspiracy in
govt action
By Stalf Correspondent

The Jainaat e Islami senses
a sinister design in the gov
ermment actions regarding
Taslima Nasreen, including
Wednesday's High Courl
episode, a party press yelease
sa b .

The press release ijssued
alier a meeting of the central
working council, said Taslima
Nasreen was taken (o the court:
under special police escort but
until Wednesday,
failed to find out her where-
abouts during the past two
months.

The council meeting was
chaired by party chief Golam
Azam.

"It is assumed that the gov-
ernment provided sanctuary to
Taslima during the past 60
days.,” the release signed by
the Jamaat's publicity secre-
tary Abdul Kader Mollah said.

“Il the government did not
provide her shelter, how could
she come to court under the
protection of riot police and
the BDR and safely leave the
court premises aftér the hear-
ing.” the Jamaat asked.

"Did the government stage
this drama to fool the people
of the country?” it also ques-
tioned.

The Jamaat's high-power
central council, however, said
the party will not question the
order of any court, which has
every right to grant bail to any
person.

Demanding an txplanuuun
from the government in this
respect the Jamaat said the
people of the country would
not tolerate any disrespect (o
the Holy Quran and Islam.

Meanwhile, a UNB report
adds: Several hundred funda-
mentalists staged streel
demonstrations in the city
yesterday to protest the
granting of bail to Taslima and
warned that she cannot be
saved by the courts,

The Islami Chhatra Shibir,
Islami Sasantandra Andolan and
the Khelafat Majlis organised
separate protest rallies and
processions demanding arrest

| and punishment of the writer

and enactment ol an anti-blas-

phemy. law.
While staging the demon-
sirations around Baitul

Mitkarram mosque and the
National Press Club vesterday
afternogil. il piotesiors g
cusedl the povestiiment o Jiv
ing protection to the writer

and raised various anti-gos
ernment and anty mariad
(apostate] slogans.

"Hang Taslima®™ "She can

not be protected by the grant-

ing of a bail,” shouted the -
demonstrators. Truck-loads of
policemen tailed the proces-

SIONists.

Fundamentalist leaders ac-
cused the government ol keep
ing Taslima in hiding and later
bringing her to court under
police protection. "There was
a secret entente belween
Taslima and the government”,
Islami Chhatra Shibir presi-
dent Raliqul islam Khan al-
leged.

police had *
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Israeli jets bomb Hezbollah bases
SIDON. Aug 4 Israeli s bombed Shiite Musimn guerilla

bases in southern Lebanon Thursday heightening tensions
ahead of US Secreiary of Siate Warren Christopher's visit o

Lhe Middle East

There was no immedhate repon of casoalties

from (he bases which were left shrouded w dusi and smmoke.
The first atiack by four lsrach fighter bombers was on a base

in the village of Emi Bouswar in lghim a T

fTuffah or Apple

Provinee in southern Lebanon said Lebanese securnily sowrces,

reporis AP

. .

Ghali blames member nations

UNITED NATIONS. Aug 4 Secretary General Beutros
Bouiros Ghali blamed member nations Thursday for providing
less than one-tenth of the , cacekeepers needed for Rwanda.
despite nearly three ‘months of urgent appeals. Delays by
member nations and the N bureaucracy havr contributed to
the catastrophe which we now countenance,” Boutros-Ghali
told the Security Couneil in a letler. reports AP

India will import more
goods from Bangladesh

india will Import
goods [rom Bangladesh in
order to strike a balance M
trade between the iwo neigh
bouring countries, reports
UNB.

This was stated by PD
Patockia, e leader of a visiling
18- member (rade delegation,

Bangladesh team
to monitor
Lankan polls

By Staff Correspondgnt

The Sri Lankan Electiion
Commission has selected a
team of " seven Bangladesh
observgrs (o monitor the
country's upcoming parliamen-
tary polls scheduled for August
16.

According to Sri Lankan
High Commission officials
here yesterday, the Bangladesh
team would be part of a larger

group of observers [rom
around 12 countries, including
those from other SAARC

member states

The Bangladesh team of
observers includes Jusffee K M
Sobban,

Barrister lIstiague
Ahined, Janaluddin Aloped o
former Deputy Pritne Minisier
Habibullah Khan." a former
minister.  Faruk Ahmed

Chowdhury. a former Foreign
Secretary, Reazul Karim
lormer High Commmissioner Lo
the United HKingdom and
Barrister Amirul Islam.

The teamn rs expected to
leave for Colombo o Menchisy
next and  waildd  srav i the
Sri Lankan capital til after
the elections. to file a reporl

on their observations,

when he called on Commerce
Minister M Shamsul Islam at
hi~ office yesterday

Patedia. a Bombay-based
textiles, magnate. 180
probposed to sel up joinl

venture industries and invited
aggressive marketing eflorts
for Bangladeshi goods in india
to narrow the trade gap.

Bilateral trade betwe=>n
Bangladesh and India is grow-
g but Delhi is bagging the
benefit of the trade. While
Bangladesh's import from
India shot up to 334 million
US dollar in 1992-93 from 87
million in 1987 88. iis export
dropped to 7 42 million dol-
lars from 8.57 million during
the period. The trade gap is
now eslimated 1. ?5 billion US
dollar

During the discussion,
Shamsul [slam said such a visit
and exchange of views could
pave the way for enhanced
Irade and investmenl coopera-
tiotn briween the two coun-
Lries =

Hasina
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their -voting  nehls and de-
sarltamentary elec-
varetaker ad-

i el
LHOLS  LIDueT ®
ministration

A pgarty  press release said
the newcomers included vice-
president of the BNP Ward No
43 Abdul Malek, Vice-
Presidenl of the BNP Ward Ng
52 Abdur Razzak. Fakirapul
Traders Association president
Nazrul Islam. Tofazzal Hossain.
Abhirioy Koamar Das, Abdur
Rouf, Barkatullah, Amjad
[ lossain, Abdul Jalil Khan and
Mohammas! Taher

X
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SHAHEEN COME BACK

WHEREVER YOU ARE PLEASE
COME BACK HOME RIGHT

AWAY. YOUR PARENTS ARE
NOW BED-RIDDEN FOR YOU

YOUR UNCLE

What are you
waiting for

Phone prices reduce by up to 40%

Airtime charges are now down to
Tk. 5 and 7 per minute.
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