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Opposition Boycott
. b
in India

Our opposition being in the midst of a parlia-
mentary. boycott themselves, may revel in some
poetic justice that the world's largest democracy
in the neighbourhood is currently faced with an
0 ition boycott of the monsoon session of the
lEEMSabha. at is even more significant, the
Indian opposition has gone a step forward by re-
signing from the parliamentary committees
wholesale. The Indian parliament has been
known for noisy scenes, '‘bedlam and walk-outs
but hardly ever work abstention on this scale.

Their withdrawal from all the parliamentary
committees, an unheard-off step, can obviously be
put down to their allegations that the ruling party
were scuttling the committee system. The t‘:?)po-
sition thought that the findings of the Joint
Parliamentary Committee in the securities scam
were not being adequately acted upon by the gov-
ernment which was t only to soft-pedal an
action taken' formulation through the liament
dubbing it as an interim measure. If the Indian
opposition had not gone for such extreme mea-
sures beforehand it might have been because an
issue as serious as this one had not cropped up
in the past. Basically, however, Narasi Rao's
government does not enjoy the majority of the
previous governments in India, so t it has a
modicum of vulnerability despite its self-vindica-
ting rﬂntinugly. The opposition seem to think
they have a rallying point in the financial scandal.
In }(ar:t. it has threatened that as the next step
the{‘ might ask their members to resign their
parliamentary seats forcing early polls in India.

Thus the implications can be serious for both
the future of Narasimha Rao's government as well
as that of the present parliament, if the parlia-
mentary impasse is not broken primarily ugh
a government initiative. The apposition may try to
build on what is merely a technical difference
over handling an alleged bank swindle, and
stretch out to mould public opinion in their
favour by harping on the point that there is a
price-tag to liberalisation, in the shape of occa-
sional financial scandals. So soon after his three
years in office, which the Co ss (I) celebrated
only the other day with some fanfare, Narasimha
Rao faces this attack from the opposition — in re-
newed vigour. The stabilisation of Narasimha
Rao s government has largely been due to his
economic liberalisation programmes, according
to many India watchers. \ghlch is why the same is
drawing a flak from the opposition with such fe-
rocity at the moment. : |

But all this does not mean that Indian democ-
yacy has gone foot-loose; in fact the way the pre-
sent confrontation is resolved may very well end
up adding a new chapter to the parliamentary
practices in India Whiﬂigl have grown in strength,
diversity and resilience over the last 46 years to
be absorptive enough. Besides, political parties of
all denominations in India know very well that
parliamentary proceedings form the lgm:l-rm:k of
Indian democracy in action. They are not simply
mentally conditioned to turn d%‘hach*-tﬂ the
parliament indefinitely. Dra -rooms or streets
can never be a substitute for, parliament. The
Speaker of the Lok Sabha Shivraj V' Patil said
meaningfully, he was "both happy and unhappy" at
the developments and went on to emphasise the

need for the government and the opposition to per-
sist in "carrying on a dialogue” for breaking the im-
passe. It is the system that will ultimately count.
- [ ] - L]
Disciplining Doctors

Finally a minister has acted decisively. The
Health Minister needs to be commended because
so seldom do our ministers take such clear
decisions, when the situation so merits. One of
the major criticisms against this government, is
that it does not ‘act courageously and in a
forthright manner. The removal of as many as 40
doctors from duties is no exception to this rule.
But however much one may like to sympathise
with these doctors, the fact remains that the
Health and Family Welfare Ministry's decision was
a painful necessity too. Medical practitioners in
the country are not specially known for their

rofessional integrity. Certainly there may be a
ew exceptions but that should not make a case
for the doctors in general. The difference be-
tween their attitudes to the job when in private
practice and when in the government service is
glaringly wide. While in private practice they
would spend hours seeinﬁ as many patients as

ible in a ritualistic fashion, but in government

ce — particularly in areas outside of big citizs
— the doctors continually keep themselves absent
from the places of their duties and would not
mind drawing their salaries regularly.

So the point is how the medical professionals
are going to perform the job they are expected to
do, not the loss of their service. The wicked

ractice they have been carrying on is common

owledge. It is only surprising how the faulting
medical men could keep their service so long.
Not that they are guilty of committing the offence
for the first time now. The country's health com-
plexes and mufassil hospitals are deserted by
doctors en masse, leaving the medical service
there in total disarray. As the hospitals go on
limping, the authorities too turn a glind eye to
the indiscipline most of the time. It is unbeliev-
able that if the government took a stern measure
earlier, the doctors could have made such a
mockery of the whole medical profession. Th
could so in collusion with a section of the rel-
evant directorate and ministry.

Now that the minis

try has come hard on some

of the defaulters and wrong-doers, there is every
possibili

ty of the doctors men their ways. For
much too long this aspect has left a baneful effect
on the country's medicare system. It will not be

possible to clear overnight the backlog that has
mounted over the years. But ce corrective

actions can initiate the process of a qualitative

improvement in the performance of hospitals in
the country. But unless the pressure is sustained,
things may slide back to where were. It is fu-
tile to lament over the past. The stress should be
on what can be salvaged from the existing situa-
tion for ensuring the future performance.
Penalising the erﬂn% doctors does not necessar-
ily give a guarantee for improvement of the whole
ical service. There are other vested interest
Eoups resorting to all sorts of corrupt practices
the health-care service centres. They must be
taken care of to deliver the goods. Hospitals.are a
dead thing without the staff who work there and
it is these mlt who ought to be equal to the

C , refuse to compromise their pro-
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US Sets its Sights on Five Asian Markets

Javed A Malik writes from new York

The US seems to be moderating its traditional stand and approaches towards human and workers’ rights,
nuclear non-proliferation, and violation of intellectual property rights

HE United States see-

I ms to be In agreement

with Asian leaders who
believe that the 21st century
belongs the their region.

Half of the 10 “Lig
Emerging Markets" identified
by US policy-makers earlier
this year are in Asia. The so
called "Big Emerging Markets
are expected to receive special
altention from America as they
are projected to be Importing
more than the European Urmwon
and Japan combined by the
year 2010.

Asian countries which can
anticipate improved economic
and commercial relations with
the US are China, Indonesia,
South Korea, India and Turkey.
although some are reluctant to
put it in the region.

Other members of the privi-
leged group are South Alfrica.
Poland. Argentina, Brazil and
Mexico.

Americans did not make
any secret of their keen inter-
est in Asia when they launched
plans for an aggressive ap
proach towards the Big 10.
Solid evidence of the regions
being given special importance
emerged when. just six
months after the launch of the
initiative, Undersecretary of
Commerce for International
Trade Jeffrey E Garten an-
nounced that his country de-
veloped "the most elaborate

has ever had towards a devel
oping country.” The object of
this strategy is Indonesia

e Southeast Asian coun-
try will. in fact, be used as a
model for the development of
strategies for the other nine
nations in the big 10,

The strategy includes the
formation of comprehensive
all-inclusive task forces to
study a particular country and
its situation. The task forces
will then recommend what ac-
tion the US government could

take Lo ensure that the most
benefits can be derived by it

and the US companies from
that particular country's eco
nomic growth

The US plans to open
"Commercial Centres” in these
countries. away from the im-
posing. guarded American em-
bassies. These centres will
serve as focal points of the
commercial drive by the US,

The long-term nature of
this "most important focus of
the administration's national
export strategy” is evident
when Mr Garten says. "It will
test our ability to sustain at-
lention over a longer period of
time. "

with American private compa-
nies and business that are al-
ready in the country of interest
and other government agen-
cies to develop other strate-
gles. Activities will include
tracking of large development
projects, developing data on
growth industries, finaneing
and technical assistance of the
counltries.

The US seems to be moder-
ating its traditional stand and
approaches towards human
and workers' rights, nuclear
non-proliferation, and viola-
tions of intellectual property
rights apparently realizing
that, especially in Asia, it can-
not go very far if it stands firm
on these issues.

Although the government
does not say so in very clear
terms, a top Department of
Commerce official said,
"Pursuing our interests in
these countries will require
deft balancing of commercial
and forelgn policy considera-
tions.”

The recent renewal of Most
favoured Nation (MFN) status
for China by President Clinton
seems to be a good indication
of this more moderate ap-

“The Big Emerging

Markets. . have enough polfti-
cal influence and aspiration to
olfer effective challenge to US
policies in muitilateral organi-
zations such as |IMF
(International Monetary Fund]),
GATT [General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade)] and the
United Nations.," the official
Warmns.
He said of China, which may
be the world's largest economy
in the early 21st eentury if
present growth rates continue”
"Major problems separate us,
but even greater promise
draws us together.”

Indonesia may be the next
biggest of the Big 10 markets
although less visible to the
outside werld.

With 188 million people,
the fourth most populous na-
tion in the world is becoming
increasingly a major focus of
American attention. It has one
of the fastest growth rales
globally so the opening up of
its economy is of great interest
to the US. US planners expect
US$100 billion worth of infras-
tructure projects there, as the
country’'s 13,000 islands have
to be linked via telecommuni-

lines.

The US is actually not the
only country keeping a keen
eye on Indonesia. The country
is the largest recipient of
Japanese official assistance — a
clear sign that it is also of
great interest to the neigh-
bouring economic giant

Figures compiled by US of-
ficials clearly show why

America has picked the Asian
nations in its Big 10 list. It has
beeni estimated, for instance,
that just for infrastructure in
the "Chinese Economic Area’
in the next six years. over
US$560 billion will be spent.

India needs over US$100-
billion worth of infrastructure
projects as the country which
will have 900 million people by
the end of the decade, has only
seven million phone lines,
among other things.

For the projected infras-
iructure requirements. an
American official says, "Often
the bidding process is cc ie
through a government pro-
curement system. Here the in-
terceasion of foreign govern-
ments in the protess is essen-
tial and expected. This |is

vocacy by Washington on behalf
of our firms is critical.”

But the task is not likely 1o
be easy for the US. The tar-
geted nations are big enough
to exert influence in world af-
lairs on their own terms.
creating complication for the
“World's only remaining su-
perpower .’

Many of these countries
have both regional and global
political ambitions and have
significant technological
power Three of the Asian na-
tions are already nuclear pow-
ers and their future directions
are often unclear. What they do
in future will be heavily influ-
enced by their economic suc-
cess and the treatment they
get as trading nations.

In addition ic these issues
are environmental question,
primarily the matter of sus-
tainable development that has
so often created a rift between
developing and developed
worids.

in this complicated situa-
tion the stakes are high for the
US and Mr Garten believes.
"Our future ability to compete
and create jobs and remain a
world leader will (depend om)
our ability to succeed in these
(Big 10)."

He adds, “When | think of
these markets, [ think of
nothing so much as America in
the 21st century.”

strategy that the government Plans also include wurhtnE proach cations satellite and power where systematic, effective ad- — Depthnews Asia
POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Creative Approaches for Credit to the Poor

by M Yahiya

sat in front of 20 ini-
I ddle aged women in a

remote village of
Bangladesh to know aboul
their self initiatives to improve
their present socio-economic
conditions. The women were
all poor and according to their
organisers ‘poor’ means who
run short of minimum survival
income for the whole year. The
group, unusually disciplined,
was attentively listening to a
college-educated young girl
about nutrition and cleanliness
in the daily affairs of life.

My purpose, however, was
not to know about their nutri-
tion activities. 1 came to see
the credit operations of the
group. Bul a young child
around four years of age at-
tracted my attention. He was
playing between us and the
women group members who
were all sitting on the mud
floor., | asked who the child
was. The village utrition
worker immediately picked
my question and said that the
child was a third degree mal-
nourished one. She explained
that she checked all the Kids
of that village and identified
the first degree to third de-
gree malneurished children
and planned a one-month spe-
cial feeding programme with a
one year follow-up plan. It was
hard to believe that this
healthy. lovely and lively child
was once third degree mal-
nourished and 1 was surprised
to know that the cost borne
together with the . family and
her organisation was quite low.
My memories went back to
mid-seventies when | came
across hundreds of such chil-
dren during my work in the
villages of Brahmanbaria and
Mymensingh. 1 also remem-
bered thousands of malnour-
ished children I met in mid-
eighties during my work in
different countries of the
African continent. | was aston-
ished to see that a non-gov-
ernmental organisation in
Bangladesh named Association
for Social Advancement (ASA]
found low-cost means to give a
new life to such malnourished
children.

As | said, the intentiop of
my visit to the Association was
to see their credit programme.
In Bangladesh ‘credit to the
poor’ in the non-governmental
sector started getting empha-
sis since mid 70's. Credit to
the poor i the informal sector
is a historical economic phe-
nomenoti in our land for cen-
turies by the 'mahajans’.

Mahajan’'s hands of kindness
come to the poor at their most
helpless situations and the
poor find this opportunity as
the only means for survival.

Mahajan, with his exorbitant
conditions, makes the poor
graclually assetless and finally
to a near-slave.

Govt Intervention and
Grameen Approach

During the 50's and the
60's in the lean seasons when
near famine situations pre-
vailed in some regions of our
country, government initiated
‘gruel kitchens' for the survival
of the poor. In the 60's we ob-
served government's strong in-
terventions of Food for Work’
programme in the lean seasons
to create employment for the
poor (thanks to Comilla
Academy, World Food Pro-

- gramme and the Government).

In the 70's the new phen-
omenon of non-collateralised
credit to the poor provided
much more a dignified way for
then to use their own talent
and creativity for their survival
as well as lo participate in the
building up of the country's
economy. There had been

.many small credit initiatives

during this period by the NGOs
for the poor but special thanks
go to Grameen Bank for giving
it an institutional shape and
politically estahlishing it
within and outside the country.

[ am personally a staunch
supporter of Grameen Bank for
years and my present feeling is
that one Grameen perhaps is
not enough for our country.
The principle of 'hundred
flowers should bloom' may be
practiced to encourage creativ-
ity and flexibility in the prac-
tices of credit to the poor. And
I visited ASA from the same
view point.

ASA credit programme is
designed in a very simplistic
manner, suited to the people
they are dealing with. Each
village has one or three credit
groups of 20 members in each
group and 60 such groups or
1200 members are served by
an ASA unit office. Each unit
office has.five officials. the unit
officer and four community or-
ganisers. Each community or-
ganiser looks after 15 groups
or 300 members. Before m
visit, | had doubts how orle
community organiser with av-
erage 12 years of schooling
could manage to visit 15
groups in a week, transact
collection of savings and re-
payments of loan, record them
and sort out problems that
arise around group functioning.

To my astonishment. | saw a
voung dirl. Rebeka, completed

her all functions in a record
short time, The sysiem is so
designed that things are done
very efficiently and swiftly in
participation with the group
members. According to
Rebeka, she visits three groups
daily in three days of the week
and two-groups a day for three
days. She needs to complete
her group visits by the mid-day
and return to the office by 1
pm for all recordings. By 3 pm,
before the bank is closed,. she
will have to deposit all balance
in hand in the bank. I just
wondered why  should
Bangladesh still remain so
backward with such excellent
potential workers. The capac-
ity demonstrated by Rebeka is
just a mystery to the fact that
the Bangladesh women are
lagging behind. My belief on
ourselves got strengthened
that the days are not very far
when Bangladesh will respect-
fully emerge as a nation of hard
workers.
ASA Approach

The ASA unit office [ visiled
runs in profit with an invest-
ment of around 26 lac Taka out
of which nine lac is savings of
the members. ASA charges in-
terest on loan at a rate less
than that of many such lending
organisations. ASA presently
has 263 unit offices in 24 dis-
tricts of Bangladesh covering
around three lac clients which
benefits about 18 lac people.
ASA claims, a unit office with
1200 clients becomes a prof-
itable unit within nine months.
If this claim is correct, it is
remarkable breakthrough in
taking the credit to the poor
in a most cost effective and
time saving manner.

A collection of impressive
young people is the propelling
force of ASA in the villages.
They could have been a nui-
sance to the society and worri-
some burden on their parents.
But today they have been
transformed imto strong sol-
diers of building the nation
and great friends and sympa-
thisers of the vast poor major-
ity of our country.

ASA is an NGO while
Grameen is a specialised bank
but both are engaged in

grnvi-:hng credit to 1He poor.
here are other NGOs,

particularly BRAC and
I'roshika, which also have
credit programmes for Lhe
poor. (irameen as a regisiered
specialised bank is entitled (o

borrow money from Bangla-
desh Bank but the NGOs could
not yet establish relationship
even with commercial banks to
borrow money to provide
credit to the poor. NGOs
mostly depend on outside do-
nations/funding for running
such programmes. Govern-
ment funds, if can be made
avallable in some means to the
NGOs for this purpose, will
increase their accountabllity to
the government and help
expand the scope of their ac-
tivities to reach more people
in the shortest possible time.
Grameen can possibly open a
window to provide loan to
NGOs who are commitied to
credit to the poor.

Govt and NGO
Collaboration

The guestion of GO and
NGO collaboration is being de-
bated in many countries. Many
NGOs think collaboration with
the government will result into
more control of the govern-
ment on the NGOs and many
governments argue that collab-
oration is more necessary for

understanding of the NGOs

whose activities are quite often
obscure or even unknown to
the governments.

NGOs in the West and NGOs
inn the developing countries are
distinctly playing different
roles due to the objective
conditions of the two regions.
West, where the services to
the people are more broad-
-ened, NGOs find more space in
the advocacy work for their
different types of rights. NGOs
in the developing world, due
to resource constraints and
weak governments, most often
enter into implementing de-
velopment activities such as
poverty alleviation, environ-
ment etc. In Bangladesh the
necessity of NGO activities for
implementing development
work should be widely utilised
as for the government alone to
shoulder the responsibility is

- a difficult and time consuming

task. Government resources
may also be diverted to NGO
activities. Such arrangements
exist in other countries. For
this we need a better under-
standing between government
and NGOs. The willingness of
both the parties for collabora-
tion perhaps is latent in both
the sides. The NGO Affairs
Bureau and the Association of
Development Adencvics  in

Bangladesh (ADAB| can,
through sincere efforts, create
an environment to make the
GO-NGO collaboration a reality
for national development.

I am happy to know that
ASA has made some dents in
this respect. Palli Karma
Sahayak Foundation (PKSF], a
government sponsored non-
government-style organisation,
provided substantial amount of
loan to ASA. ASA, at present. is
negotiating with Argani Bank
for such a credit. ABA esti-
mates that borrowing from the
commercial banks at the
commercial rate of interest
will still be viable for credit to
the poor. However, the GO-
NGO partnership should be
based on mutual respect.

During my visit I could note
that credit giving organisations
like Grameen Bank, BRAC,
ASA, Proshika were in compe-
tition to attract the clients. It
is also true that all these or-
ganisations together are yet far
from reaching the total num-
ber of poor in the country but
in some places due to the
presence of all such organisa-
tions, healthy competitions
among the groups exist. [ ob-
served in Zambia that govern-
ment intervened in selecting
the operational areas of the in-
ternational NGOs and divided
specific regions for each NGO.
Some disadvantages of such ar-
rangements were that the
NGOs lacked healthy competi-
tions in the same region, dis-
tribution of resources in dif-
ferent regions were uneven,
beneficiaries of some regions
suffered due to assignment of
weak or inefficient NGO in that
region, etc.

The visit to ASA village con-
vinced me that the members
are in a position to manage
more capital than what they
are offered now (ASA's maxi-
mum general loan to a member
Is Tk 5.000/- after three years
of membership). Even few
years earlier there was very
little confidence on a loan of a
few hundred Taka to these
poor villagers. But today, as the
members strongly demand for
more loan, the ASA workers
also feel confident that the
members are capable of han-
dling larger amounts. It is def-
initely time to study these
aspects and pump more re-
sources so that the members
can venture into bigger activi-
ties. Government resources to

NGOs can accelerate the pro
Ccess.

Each NGO and Grameen
Bank have their definition to
select the clients. This 'target
group approach proved iLs va
lidity for successful credit op-
erations (much better than
farmer's cooperatives or com-
mercial bank loans to farmers).
To my knowledge, many vil-
lagers who do not qualify by
such 'definitions’ are also in a
weak economic standing. And.
they are eager to benefit out of
such credit initiatives. they are
deprived from credit now and
will soon become more poor
for various circumstances. We
should not allow this to hap-

pen.
BRAC Approach

I understand the difficulty
of mixing the assetless with
the mid- or lower mid-level
farmers. In the past, we expe-
rienced how the mid-level

. farmers dominated the mixed

groups in their favour. In addi-
tion to that, the assetless are
also the powerless, hence the
loan recovery from them be-
comes easier than the mid-
farmers. While presently the
loan to the poor mostly are in-
vested in the petty service séc-
tors, the loan to the mid and
lower level farmers will di-
rectly be invested in the agri-
cultural production. It is happy
to note that recently in an in-
terview to The Daily Star Mr
Fazle Hasan Abed, Executive
Director of BRAC mentioned
that a second window would be
opened for the entrepreneurs,
graduated poor from BRAC
borrowers. Let us hope that
lower and mid level farmers
will afso have a chance to
change their situation.

I understand PACT/PRIP-
Bangladesh has encouraged the

credit giving organisations of

Bangladesh to form an associa-
tion to promote coordination
among them, to set a learning
process mutually and to share
information among them. No
doubt it is a good attempt. The
association should promote
more understanding among
the members and should un-
dertake studies and encourage
experimentations in the line of
small credit. which has a
strong potential of changing
the rural stagnation and lead-
ing to a stronger Bangladesh.

Let us learn from each
other and strengthen each
other. The objectives of these
organisations have one thing

comimon ‘alleviation of
poverty .
The writer is a community

devclopment practitioner who
has worked at home and
abroxicl.
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed.
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
|-are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

"Character
Certificate"

Sir, Thanks to Mahmuda ’

Khatun Shathi for her letter
captioned "Character certifi-

cates”" published in The Daily
Star on 27.7.94.

It is true that various au-
thorities insist upon produc-
tion of such certificates from
Class | Gazetted officers, who
normally do not readily agree
to grant it and the difficulties
of the candidates are quite
genuine.

In the circumstances cer-
tificate seeking authorities may
to’ advised to accept certificate
of a candidate when furnished
from (1) Headmasters ol insti-
tutions where he/she received
his/her education. (2) Chair-
main, of the Union Parishad or
Ward where he/she is a
resident and (3) a doctor of

the locality who may have
occasions (o know the
candidate or his/her family.
The certificate from the Union
Parishad or Ward of the locality
may be supported by photo-
graph pasted and sealed.

The 1st Class Gazetted offi-
cers may be advised to give
credence and grant certili-
cates when approached with
the above mentioned three
certiflicates, It is expected
that they on the strengih of
the above three category cer
tificates will be convinced of
the person’s identity and be in

a position to grant certificate.

Authorities at various levels
may kindly consider this since
it is really difficult for one
seeking admission in an insti-
tution or a job to obtain such
st Class Gazetted officer cer-
tificates.

Rohan Masud Shaikh
Satkhira

Tribute to a freedom
fighter

Sir. It was a great shock to
all those who knew him for
what he was. He was Majnu
Mridha who passed away all on
4 sudden on 11 July last. To
many in Narsingdi, Shibpur
and adjoining areas he was a
dear one as their Majnu Bhai
or Majnu Mama.This simple
and courageous man fought
fearlessly during the liberation
struggle of 1971. He led the
ireedom fighters in several
face to face encounters with
the Pakistan army and won
each battle. He was a great
source of courage and inspira-
tion to the Mukti Bahini. He
snatched away the sleep and
peace of occupation force in
Narsingdi area. But at the sane
time he was a humble and
sympathetic person to his fel-
low {freedom fighters and
friends. He was a man of great
valour but vanity did never
touch him.

After independence, he did
not want any reward or recog-
nition for his glorious role in
the liberation struggle. He
went back to his normal lile
and was engaged in social
works for the masses. He dis-
tanced himself from any parti-

s=an views: or activities dein

mental to the socvial order,
Though he has passed away
from this world he will not be
lorgotten by those who have
known him. May his soul reslt
in peace.

M U Khandaker
Shibpur, Narsingdi

 “Iribal Homecoming’

Sir, Hats off to The Daily
star for the Editorial cap-
tioned "Tribal Homecoming” in
the issue of July 25, pertaining
to the return of the Chakma
refugees from Jndia after lan-
guishing in the refugees camps
for eight heart-breaking years.

This repatriation is undoubt-
edly another milestone in our

. relations with India. You have

also rightly raised the issue of
the Shantibahini fighting a
bloody bush-war against
Bangladesh for the last two
decades with the implications
of safe havens across the in-
ternational frontiers. As such,
this achievement may alsq be
seen as nothing short of a
miracle as the consequences
could have beenn worse.
History is replete with in-
stances where nations not only

lost their sovereiguty bul even
their identity merely for minor
pin pricks, real or imaginary,
occurring on the remote bor-
ders. However it is not that the
past eight years went bereft of
efforts and negotiations with
the PCJSS and the
Shantibahini. What was con-
spicuously lacking was that,
those were held under bureau-
crats perhaps more intent on a
sojourn, virtually lacking any
commitment or conviction.
Under a democratic gov-
ernment. with the close co-
ordination and co-operation ol
the representatives of the
people, namely, the All-party
Parliamientary Committee,
there was possibly adequate
conumitment. This accountabil-
ily and transparency high-
lighted both in the print and
electronic media became the
linchpin which helped the en-
tire machinery propel towards
a logical conclusion, constantly
and continuously ironing out
pin pricks, if any cropping up.

Now, [ wonder why such
parliamentary all-party com
mitiees are not formed for our
life and death problems like
the Farakka Barrage and
Talpatty etc. This tribal home-
coming should become a turn-

i poitit in our relations with
not unly the tribals but even
with our giant neighbour India.
This experience should also be
applied vis-a-vis our relations
with Pakistan pertaining to
share of assets and of course
the humanitarian issue — the
perennially stalled repatriation
of the stranded Pakistanis.

Frequently we hear and
riad about our assets with
Fikistan by our FM or the FM
ul Pakistan and also Rosy nar-
rations =uch as housing is
completed and resumption of
flights to Pakistan with the
stranded Pakistanis imminent
etc. Abruptly we also hear
gloomy stories of Jack of funds,
reluctance of this or that agen-
cies in the matter. Once, an
all-party parliamentary com-
mittee is entrusted with such
delicate and intricate bargain-
ing, their aforesald experience
with a combination of com-
mitment and conviction and
above all else, transparency,
can achieve miracles in this
case also.

S M Yusy/

Chittagong chapter of the
l'opular Front for Repatriation
of Pakistanis, Firogshah

Chittagong



