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Those Mindless Air Polluters

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

An integral part of living in this city is con-
stantly being plagued by illness due to air pol-
lution, Apart from those masochists who
blacken their lungs on their own wvolition
through paper sticks of poison. there are those
innocent ones who are forced to gulp noxious
emissions every cday

It is not jusl cigarette smoke we are talking
of here, although that in itself constitutes a
large part of the non-smokers misery. For
most smokers, and this city has plenty, are
happily oblivious or at least pretend to be, of
the suffering. irritation., not to mention physi-
cal harm they cause to the helpless passife
smoker. Bul let us spare these poor misguided
souls for the moment and concentrate on the
real adulterers of the air — the trucks, buses,
cars, tempos and other monsters of the
Industrial Reveolution, that emit the most ob-
noxious of gases playing havoc with our health.

Everyday. going to work. Kamal, a 35- year-
old bank olficer comes from Uttara to
Motijheel in a baby taxi. and riences his
inveluntary carbon monoxide 'hiﬁ_l"l'. Kamal re-
ligiously takes a clean handkerchief with him
to cover his nose and mouth and save himself
for a few minutes from the evil smoke "Bul

DID You SAY,
MY CAR LEAVES

But what about the cost to the environment,
to human life? Medical studies have long ago
proved that black smoke or carbon monoxide
and other toxic gas emissions from vehicles
are directly related to heart and lung diseases.
Surely that in itself is enough reason to spend
evenn a large amount of money on fixing a de-
fective engine. I a survey could be taken of city
dwellers who have to travel in one mode of
transport or the other and so are exposed to at
least an hour of this black smoke, chances are
that ninety per cent of the people will have
experiennced some kind of physical discomfort
such as cough, breathing problems or asthma.
It is unlikely that anyone in his right mind
would say that he does not really mind being
spraﬁed with the dark gas, not even the most
apathetic cigarette smokRer!

Since the problem is only getting worse
the city dweller may decide to try out solutions
of his own. A few victims of this man-made
menace have given some suggestions on how
to battle with it: First of all, never wear a white
shirt to the office, it will only turn black by the
end of your journey; dark grey. brown or black
are suitable colours even though they may not
make fashion statements with your girl friend

'l.

this is not enough tv protect mysell, the
smoke [rom the buses in front is so thick and
strong that it mﬁs through the cloth and
turns it totally black," he laments. Kamal, who
has develo a chronic cough, that just does
not seem to leave him, is so frustrated with
vehicle smoke that he is even thinking of
moving somewhere nearer to his office to re-
duce the time of travelling and hence inhaling
the foul stuff.

Buses, trucks and private cars are the worst
offenders. While the passengers of these mon-
strosities complacently ride along. little are
they aware of what their vehicles leave behind.
A cloud of foul smelling blackness engulfs the

rsons in the rickshaw or scooter behind.

e black smoke is usually caused by the
weakening compression in an old e or a
defective pump that allows too much petrol to
come into it. In addition, adulterat rol,
diesel and mobile also contribute to this prob-
lem. The reason why these defects are not rec-
tified. explains Md Delwar, a microbus driver,
is that the cost of replacing a defective engine
is ggg:: high ranging from 30,000 taka to
60, taka depending on the type of vehicle.
"5a it i1s better to keep on using the old engine
as wong as possible since even the extra cost
involved in using more mobile’is less than fix-

ing the engine.” he says.

’
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and may be a trifle uncomfortable at 320C.
Secondly, if you are rich enough, install an air-
conditioner In your car and keep it on when-
ever you are inside. Thirdly. always cover your
nose and mouth with a hmdk;_:rchief everl-
thou ple may mistake you for a surgeon
or wghmp?[; hijacker. For the future, thirﬁ{ of
investing in something more smoke-proof like
a gas mask. Fourthly, don't wear too much

e up, especially the streaking kind, since
your face will be treated. free of cost. to a
unique face pack of carbon monoxide, sweat
and atmospheric grime, a process that will
turn your complexion a dull greyish colour.
Lastly, if you are the owner of a car, fix your
engine, don't use gasoline mixed with soyabean
oil or try install one of those new air puri-
fiers in your vehicle that promise to turn the
blackness into snow white. )

A tiny voice inside you mag su t that the
government should do ing in the direc-
tion of imposing tougher sanctions on air pol-
luting vehicles. It is at this time that one may
remind you of a curious fact: some of the
blackest and foulest of smoke is emitted from
police jeeps and trucks. No wonder, the so
called Traffic Weeks' declared every now and
then have not been able to stop the artificial
black clopuds of smoke that darken Dhaka's
skies more ominously than any 'Kal Boishakhf .

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh |
Office of the Chief Engineer |
Construction and Maintenance Management Unit (CMMU)
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
House No. 80, Road No 11, Bloc-E
Banani, Dhaka

No. MOHFW/CMMU/BCPS/94/2549

August 02, 1994

'Addendum Notice

l. The Tender Notice issued vide this office Memo. No MOHFW/CMMU/
BCPS/94/1439 dated 12-07-1994 for the work "Renovation/Madification and
Furnishing work of the existing Auditorium of Bangladesh College of
Physicians & Surgeons at Mohakhali, Dhaka" is amended due to unavoidable

circumstances as under:

a. Extended date of submitting application :
b. Extended date of selling tender documents

¢. Extended date and time of receiving tenders :

d. Extended date & time of opening tenders

13-08-1994
15-08-1994 to 16-08-1994
18-08-1994 up to

1300 hours -
18-08-1994 at 1330 hours

2. Tender Documents shall be available from the office of the Executive
Engineer, Dhaka Division, CMMU, 105-106, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka and also
from the office of the Consultants, M/s. Sthpati Sangshad Ltd. at House No.
4, Road No. 9, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205.

3. Other bonafide contractors not prequalified under CMMU may participate in
the tender provided that they have similar work experience. In such case their
application for purchasing the tender documents should accompany the

following documents for scrutiny and approval by the Consultant.
L Ywufcxpcricnncofﬂufmuinmmwﬁmﬁcld(minimumSym}.
1. Registration No. and Certificate of Incorporation/Partnership

Deed/Affidavit

ii. Copy of GIR No. and Tax Clearance Centificate
Copy of VAT Registration Certificate.
v. Uptodate Copy of Trade Licence.

iv.

vi. Copies of work order and completion certificate of similar work

executed.

vii. List of Key Personnel with CVs & Academic Certificates.
viii. Financial Statements (a) Latest Audited Balance Sheet of the Firm (b)
Credit Facilities enjoyed by the firm and (c) Bank Statement for 1 (one)

year upto July 31, 1994

4. Contractors who have already purchased tender documents must collect fresh
copy of tender documents from consultant’s office free of cost.
5. All other terms and conditions of the Notice Inviting Tenders will remain

unchanged.

A-19

M Majibur Rahman psc.
Colonel
Chief Engineer, CMMU.

The Bangabandhu Sangskritik Parishad or
National Press Club yesterday.

ganised a drawing competition for children at the
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Wakil for inclusion of

debating in curriculum

By DU Correspondent

The pro-Vice Chancellor of
Dhaka University Professor
Wakil Ahmed yesterday hoped
that debating would be in-
cluded in the academic cur-
riculum in future.

He was addressing the third
session of the three-day Na-
tional Debate Festival '94 at the
TSC auditorium in the city
yesterday morning.

The publication ceremony
of the first book on debating in
the country titled 'Theory of
debate and its practice’ was
also held on the occasion.

Dr Shakhwat Ali Khan, Dr
Ali Asgar. Professor Naren
Biswas and Shah Alam (ook
part in the discussions on the
book. Professor Sirajul lslam
Chowdhury was in the chair.

Professor Wakil said the
drama festival had proved that
a silent cultural revolution was
going on in the country.

Professor SI Chowdhury in
his speech said debating would
help build a democratic cul-
ture in society.

After the publication cere-
mony, a parliamentary debate
in English between the school
and college students was held.

In the mock debate, the
government side. comprising
three students, moved a bill
seeking a ban on tobacco ad-
vertisements on television.

The third session ended
following the debate on 'Faulty
judgement is the main obstacle
to debating.'

Later in the afternoon, the
fourth session began with a
‘court model' debate which
was coordinated by the Law
Debating Society.

The second programme of
the session included a debate
on ‘Inclusion of debating in the
academic curriculum is not
necessary.’

The most interesting de-
bate on the second day of the
festival yesterday, was the
'United Nations model' debate
on 'Let the GATT be sus-
pended.’

In this debate, thé teachers
and students represented Ban-
gladesh, Canada, China, Fran-
ce, India, Japan, Nepal, Sri
Lanka and the USA in a Gene-
ral Assembly session of the UN.

After the UN model debate.
a ‘three dimensional' debate in
memory of Nafia Gazi was held.

Nafia, who was a bright de-
bater and a student of the Dha-
ka University, died in a road
accident near the Mauchak
Market in the city on Merch
29 in 1991.

The second day of the de-

bate festival was ] off
with a cultural ; in the
evening.

Bhutanese FM
leaves

The Bhutanese Foreign
Minister said here yesterday
that the just-concluded 14th
meeting of the SAARC Council
of Ministers would help the
association to carry forward its
activities to its
goal, reports UNB.

Lyonopo Dawa Tsering. who
represented his country to
the meeting in Dhaka on July
30-31, was talking to news-
men at Zia International Air-
port, prior to his departure for
home yesterday.

‘It's an important, very
good and successful meeting.”
Tsering said.

He was seen off at the air-
port by his Bangladesh coun-
terpart ASM Mostafizur
Rahman.

Bangladesh ambassador to
Bhutan Julmat Ali Khan, Bhu-
tanese Ambassador to Bang-
ladesh T ‘Tobgyel and Addi-

tional Foreign Secretary Mo-
hiuddin Ahmed were algo

pregent.

Referting to the planned
visit by Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to Bhutan in near
future, Tsering said, "we attach
much importance to the trip
.viewing that she is not only the
SAARC chairperson but also
the head of the government of
Bangladesh who is coming
the Himalayan Kingdom."

"The Bhutanese people and
the government are looking
forward to accord warm recep-
tion to her.” he added
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Moderately heavy
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Indian business

team meets Zahir

A delegation of Indian in-
dustrialists and businessmen

called on Industries Minister A

M Zahiruddin Khan yesterday
and discussed the possibilities
of undertaking joint-venture
projects in leather and pulp
and paper sectors, reports

The 14-member delegation,
led by PD Patodia, Chairman of
the India-Bangladesh Joint
Business Council ., met with
the minister in the confer-
ence room of his ministry.
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Thursday

4:30 Opening announcement
Al-Quran Programme
SUIMIMAry

4:45 Children's amme:
Esho Gan Shikhi

3:10 News in Bangia

9:25 National TV School De-
bate

6:30 Esho Para Shikhi: Mass
Education

7:00 ¢ Jiboner Alo: lslam In
daily life

7:25 Nazrul songs

8:00 News in Bangla

8:30 Drama of the week:
Obosheshe

10:00 News in English

10:30 Mini series: Melba

11:30 Khabar/The News

11:40 Tomerrow's
programme

11:45 Closing
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falls are likely at places over Chittagong

division and the regions of Barisal and Patuakhali during the
24 hours ending 6pm today, reports UNB.

Met office says light to moderate rain or thundershower is
likely at may places over Chittagong, Khulna and Barisal divi-
sions and at one or two places over Dhaka and Rajshahi divi-

sions

Déy temperature may remain mearly unchanged during the

period across the country.

Meantime, Teknafl experienced the

30 mm rain

yesierday, Barisal had 18 mm shower, Bhola 15, Cox's Bazar
14 and Kutubdia 12 mm during the period.

Country's highest temperature 34.6

Celsius was

recorded at Sylhet and the lowest 23.0 degrees at Khulna,

yvesterday.

The sun sets today (Thursday) at 6:40 pm and rises tomor-

row (Friday) at 5:29 am.

City /Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius Percentage
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 32.5 26.0 73 B8
Chittagong 32.4 25.0 . =0
Rajshahi 32.4 26.6 85 76
Khulna 31.6 43.0 B3 -
Barisal 30.1 25.0 98 B9

4 schools to be
set up for
slum children

Dhaka City Corporation will
establish four satellite schools
in different parts of the city for
the slum children, repeorts
BSS.
The schools will be run by
the corporation under financial
grants from the UNICEF and
by the technical assistance-of
the Engineering Department
of the Local Government.

This was disclosed by Syed

~Alamgir Faruq Chowdhury,

Secretary, Local Government
Ministry, while inauguriting a
school at Ganoktuli cleaners’
colony here yesterday, says a
city corporation press release.

These schools would be set
up at city palli of Jatrabari,
slum of IG Gate and Khilgaon

Bagicha. :
Seminar on

IMF, WB

A day-long seminar on "Fifty
Years of the World Bank-IMF;
In Retrospect” will be held at
the Development and Planning

Academy at Nilkhet tomorrow,

reports UNB.

Bangladesh Centre for
Policy Research and Response,
a Dhaka-based group of young
research activists, has organ-
ised the seminar to be spredd
over three business sessions
from 10 am to 6 pm.

Each session will concen-
trate on a separate theme: The
Politics of the WB-IMF,
Economics of the WB-IMF and
the WB-IMF in Bangladesh.

A considerable number of
resource persons from various
professions ‘and disciplines
will take part in the seminar to
look back in analysis at the
strengths and weaknesses, ob-
jectives and obsessions of the
Twins — the World Bank and
the International Maqnetary
Fund. said a press release.

[——

Pak army chief
calls on navy,

air chiefs

The visi Pakistan Army
Chief of Staff General Abdul
Waheed, called on Chief of Na-
val Staff Rear Admiral Moha-
mmad Mohaiminul Islam at the
Naval Headquarters yesterday,
reports BSS,

General Waheed then went
to the Air Force Headquarters
and called on Chief of the Air
Staff Air Vice-Marshal Altaf Ho-
ssain .

Later, he visited the Defen-
ce Services Command and
Staff College (DSCSC) at Mir-
pur.

He was briefed on the activ- °

ity of the eollege and was
taken round different syndi-
cates and the library.

General Waheed and mem-
bers of his entourage later
wernt to the Savar cantonment
and witnessed a military
demonstration there,

-

JS team off -
to Bangkok

A five-member parliamen-
tary delegation headed by LK
Siddiqui, MP, (BNP) left here
for Bangkok yesterday afier-
noon on a-six-day visit to
Thailand and Republic of Korea
(South Korea). reports BSS.

During their stay, the mem-
bers of the delegation would
study the functioning of the
parliamentary committees.

NAJA NA)A
SALE!

Dt: 5th & 6th August.
Opening time: 10:00am

‘Lemon Grass'’
House 58/C
Road 131
Guishan-1.
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BANGLADESH MEDICAL COLLEGE
& HOSPITAL, BMSRI

HOUSE NO-35, ROAD NOM/A (NEW), DHANMONDI! R/A, DHAKA

NOTICE

INTERVIEW for recruitment of
Group -A i. e. Teaching Staff of BMC
will be held on 16th August at 10
A.M. instead of 15th August'94 as it
was reported earlier. |

Hony Secretary, BMSRI

CHANGE OF PABX TELEPHONE NUMBERS

OLD NUMBERS

NEW NUMBERS
866336
869337
869338

UNITED INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

Camellia House .
22 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue. Dhaka - 1000
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. Dhaka City Coration
Tender Notice
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‘Sealed tenders are hereby invited in Bangladesh Form No. 2911 from bonafide enlisted contractors

s e e e e e e —— —_.u-_J

| of Dhaka Cit Corporation for the undermentioned works and will be received by the all zone offices ol |
Dhaka City Corporation up to 12-00 hrs. on 11-8-1994 and will be opened by the respective officer on |
the same day at 12-30 hrs. in presence of the tenderers or their representatives who may choose 1o |
attend. Earnest money shown against the works shall have to be furnished along with tender in the®|

form of Bank Draft/Pay Order from any scheduled bank in favour of the Mayor, Dhaka City
Corporation. The contractors should submit a copy of Value Added Tax (VAT) registration certificate
along with.documents during tender submission as a
Tender document may be obtained from the office of the zone office of Dhaka City Corporation and

on on payment of requisite amount (Non-refundable) mentioned against each

ion may be obtained from the office of the Executive Engineer, Zone-6 during

Cashier of Aeccounts

work. Detailed infi

the office hours.
The rate should be quoted

pre-requisite condition to participate in the tender

bdth in words and in figures on the basis of percentage above or below the |

estimated amount of the schedule of items of works otherwise the tender will be treated as cancelled
Analysis will be submitted along with the tender by the tenderer those who submitted their tender 5%

rate is below 5% (Five

of Moha

of Moham

LM

of Moham

ture C ive Seciety

of Moham

ture C 1ve

0 H/No. |

DCC/PRD/43/94-95
D—790

Name of work

1. Extension of Minor Drain at Road No. |
of Mohammadpur Housing and Piscicul-
ture Co-operative Society Block Kha.

2. Extension of Minor Drain at Road No. 4 Tk.
of Mohammadpur Housing and Piscicul-
ture Co-operative Society Block Kha.

3. Extension of Minor Drain at Road No, § Tk

Housing and Piscicul-

ture Co-operative Society Block Kha.

4. Extension of Minor Drain at Road No. 6 Tk.

Tk

Estimated
Amount

Housing and Piscicul-

ture Co-operative Society Block Kha.

Extension of Minor Drain of Ro:dﬁ Hn.IT

of Mohammadpur Housing and Piscicul-

ve Society Block Kha.

6. Extension of Minor Drain at Rbad No. 8

Housing Piscicul-
o-operal Block. Kha.

1. Extension of Minor Drain at Road No. 11

m“uﬂ Piscicul-
o-operat k Kha

8. Extension of Minor Drain at Mohamunad- Tk.

Enr 'C' Block H/No. 28/8/12 10 Tajmohal

oad

9. Rehabilitation of Surface Drain from k.
Moham F Block H/No. |0/E/3

7

7

(Five cent) above or below than the estimated rate. Double earnest money should be furnished if the
qmlﬂru per ent).

No tender paper will be sold on the date of opening of the tenders. The authority reserves the tull
nght to accept or to reject any or all the ténders without showing any reason thereof.

Tk. 2,25,938/-

2,91.664/-

. 3,98,193/-

4 56,871/-

. 3.32,313/-

3.84,339/-

3.52.313-

2,44, 620/-

1.82,340y-

Time of
Completion

Earnest
Mone

Tk. 6,778/

Tk. 8,750/-

“1 ‘].W‘ -

Tk. 13.707/-

Tk 10, 5N-

TR 11L.530)-

Tk, 10.370¢-

TR 7.339/ 35days

Tk $.471/




