= Dhaka Day by Day
Bad Time for Video Rental Shops

by Iftikhar A Chowdhury

With the arrival of each new consumer item,
the former versions of the same category ex-
perience a sharp decline in popularity.
Probably. this is not the case with consumer
itemis alone, In this highly materialistic world,
it is perhaps the ultimate fate with almost any-
thing. Where man's insatiable hunger for
power, property and status has become a sec-
ond nature, this kind of phenoemena is not very
unlikely.

After the introduction of the Cable TV. of
which most middle and high income urban
families have be-
come subscribers,
the video rental
business has been
going 1through hard
times. These video
rental shops. whi-
ch experienced a
thriving business
even a couple of
years back are now
on the verge of
packing their tra-
de. Some of the
city's small and
medium-sized
video rental shops
are seriously giving
a thought to invest-
ing their money in
other lucrative
\rades where the
return will not be
45 dismal as Ihf_‘}'
are receiving from
it at present.

Nasim. the pro-
prietor of a wvideo
rental  shop at
Mirpur Road near
Dhanmondi R/A, nostalgically recollects {hat
once there was a time when the number of
Video Cassette Recorders (VCRs] were few
and far between in Dhaka. One even went to
the houses of half-acquainted people to see a
Hindi or English film. When the prices of VCRs
and VCPs became relatively affordable, people
began to buy them and video cassette rental
shops had a booming business.

.+ “Many youths between the age of 18-25
who wasted an ample amount of their time in
Togi-foolery or had a deep inclination towards
tlie filmy dunya tip-toed into this business and
even became successful,” says Nasim, "and
this. in & way, helped organise the lives of
many youths who were thought to be wasteful
elements of the society”.

The customers of these video rentals were
mostly eager to see Hindi and Indian Bengali
films both old and new. The viewers of English
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movies were always negligible in comparison

to their Hindi and Bengali counterparts. But
now a large number among the target viewers
have become subscribers of Cable TV and
in two of the channels of the Cable TV,
namely Doordarshan and Zee TV — they see
at least two Hindi films and sometimes
one Bengali film daily. So. these two channels
have pulled a lot of customers away from
the video shops. For obvious reasons, they
no longer want to pay for viewing a film which
they can see almost free of cost,

The marginal
video rental shops
i1 various localities
: . ol the city, there-
: lore, are barely

able Lo exist in this

trade. “Now most
people who come
lo rent Hindl or

Bengali video cas-

scltes want the

latest released film
which is yet to be
screened on thiose
lwo channels. So.
we have to keep as
many copies ol Lhe
newly released

[ilms we can get

hold of,” savs a

video rental ower,
: With profound

bitterness tinged
with a sense of
helplessness he
goes on Lo say that
they also used to
have a [ormidable
collection of Eng-
lish feature films.
‘But you see, people who mostly watch
English mo-vies do not always come to us for
these. Because we are mainly small and
medium fries in this business they cannot
fully rely on our taste in choosing good
English films. They are subscribers of one or
two selected video rentals of the city. So,
what's left in this business for us now ?" he
asks.

That the small and medium video libraries
are experiencing a down-trend in their busi-
ness is very true. The other side of the
story is that, in a sense, although unfortunate
for the men in thig trade, for the customers. it
is a kind of blessing in disguise. Because as
soon as this business becomes cgmpetitive
enough, people catering to these video rentals
will, no doubt receive better service from
them. Quality, after all, improves with hard-
ship. -
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Nepalese minister
leaves

Nepalese Minister for Tou-
rism and Civil Aviation Ram
Hari Joshi yesterday expresse|
his confidence that the South
Asian Preferential Trading
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1 Arrangement (SAPTA) would
I be implemented to strengthen
- the economic cooperation
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among the member-states of
SAARC, reports BSS.

He was talking to newsmen
at the Zia International Airport
on the eve of lis departure for
home at the end of two-day
meeting of the SAARC Council
of Ministers.

Replying to a question Joshi

as not so bad” the
outcome of tHe 14th session of
the Council of Ministers and
said. "We have endorsed all the
recommendations of the Stan-
ding Committee on various
matters.”

Joshi was seen off a1 the
airport by the Foreign Minister
ASM Mostafizur Rahman.

The SAARC Secretary-
General YK Silwal also left Dha-
ka yesterday for Kathmandu at

the end of the Council of
Ministers meeting,
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BTV
" Tuesday

4:30 Opening announcement
Al-Quran
Programme suminagy

4:45 Esho Para Shikhi: Mass
M.n::funn

5:10 News in Bangla

5:26 Comedy seriés: Coach

6:00 National TV debate
competition

7:00 Open University

7:25 Musical programme:
Saygeeta

8:00 News in Bangla

8:30 Fortnight drama serial:
Tathapi

10:00 News in

10:30 Film show: Northern

11:30 Khabar /The News
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'Social homogeneity in

Bangladesh favourable |
for foreign investment'

Industries Minister A M
Zahiruddin Khan yesterday
said Bangladesh is the only
homogeneous country in the
subcontinent and it must take
this advantage for the promo-
tion of national economy
through political consensus,
reports BSS, ;

"Due to the social homo-
geneity. Bangladesh is in a very
advantageous position towards
dttaining political consensus
and ensuring the economic

‘dévelopment.,” he said.

Khan said this at the inau-
gural function of a Japan-
Hangladesp joint enterprise,
Ishiiya Dry Cleaning.Limited at
Uttara.

Special envoy to the Prime
Minister M Morshed Khan,
Secretary of IRD and Chairman
of Board of Revenye Dr Alj
Akbar Khan and Japanese
Charge de Affaires Yoshihisa
Kuroda also spoke on the occa-
sion while the chairman of the
enterprise Sharif Afzal Hossain
presided.

Reviewing: the country s

economicrsituatiorn, the minis-

ter said the purchasing power
parity of Bangladesh is 1206
compared to 1196 in nejgh-
bouring India which'shows the
§ economic potential.

The setting up of joint ven--
ture industries and joreign in-
vestment in the country's
share market also indicate that
Bangladesh has earned (he
confidence of foreign en-
(repreneurs, he said.

Morshetl Khan stressed the
need for business innovations
particularly in the sérvice sec-
tor and welcoming foreign in-
vestment in this regard.

He said the present gov-

ernment has taken up various
rmeasures including reduction
of taxes and duties to facilitate
the growth of the private sec-
tor. A task force has also been
formed recently by the Prime
Minister to provide more facil-
ities to the industrial and im-
port-&xport sectors, he said.
Speaking on the occasion
Japanese envoy Kuroda said
the setting up of this dry
cleaning company with
Japanese collaboration is the
outcome of the Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia's recent
visit to Japan which made the
Japanese entrepreneurs en-
couraged to invest in
Bangladesh. He also referrgd to
the recent visit of the high-
powered Japanese business
delegation, Keidanren mission,
and expressed his hope that
more Japanese investors would
be interested to invest in

B desh alfter this visit.
a("f’Fg newsmen
go on strike

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 1: The
Journalists in Chittagong city
today be their 24-hour
strike at the call of Chittagong
Union of Journalists (CUJ).

The strike was called to
protest the police action on
the journalists who were on
duty to cover the APSU rally on
July 27 in front of Bipani Bitan
crossing here,

Due to the strike, no local
newspapers will be published
in Chittagong tomorrow. Be-
sides, the leaders of CUJ urged
the newspaper agents in Chi-
ttagong not to distribute
national dailies here tomorrow.
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Nepalese Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation Ram Han
Joshi (R) and SAARC Secretary General Y K Silwal (L) —
who left yesterday after attending the SBAARC Counecil of
Ministers’ Meeting were seen off at the Zia International
Airport by Foreign Minister A 8 M Mostafizur Rahman
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Light to moderate rain or thundershowers are likely at

many places over Chittagong

and Barisal divisions and at one

or two places over Dhaka, Khulna and Rajshahi divisions dur-
ing the 24 hours ending 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Maoderately heavy falls may occur over the regions ol
iChitlagong and Noakhali during the perfod.

Met office says. day temperature is likely to rise by one to
two degree Celsius across the country.

The sun sets today (Tuesday) at 6:41 pm and rises tomor-

row (Wednesday) at 5:29 am.

- The maximum and minimum temperature and humidity in
some cities and towns were recorded yesterday* as follows.

City /Town Temperalure Humidity in
in Celsius Percentage
Max Min J am 6 pm
Dhaka 34 .1 27.6 72 T2
Chittagong 32 25.5 76 -
Rajshahi 34.5 g: 86 73
Khuina 34 9 8l 67

the opeming day of her the third
I.a Galarie in the city yesterday. Canadian High Comini=<ioner
formally inaugurated the week-long show, is also seen.
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Kamrun's solo
painting show
begins

By Staff Correspondent

The third solo painting ex-
hibition of Kamrun Nahar be-
gan yesterday at the La Galerie,
54 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, at
Banani in the city.

Canadian High Commissio-
ner in Bangladesh Jon J Scott
inaugurated the week-long
show at a simple ceremony.

Fortyfive recent works of
the artist in oil, water colour
and batik have been put on
display. The exhibition will
remain open to the visitors
{from 9 am to 8 pm everyday
tll August 7. '

Inaugurating the show, the
High Commissioner said
Kamrun Nahar is a painter of
greal promise and .tremendous
potentials. "She looks at nature

in all its majesty and beauty

with the eyes of a Bengalee
without the influence of the
Wesl as such.”

Yet when it comes to tech-
nique, she leans towards cos-
mopolitan trends but with
caution and care.” he said.

Recalling late SM Ali's
comment on the first exhibi
tion of the artist, Scott said.
"he also said that she‘is not an
artist of ivory tower."

"She probably puts her
children t¢ bed and leaves the
light on in the living room for
her journalist husband! who
comes home late after finish-
ing his night duty, somehow
she finds time to devote to her
art,” Scott quoted SM Ali as

‘saying,

Kamrun Nahar organised
her first solo exhibition in
February last year.

A mother of two, Kamrun
did her BFA from the Institute
of Fine Arts, Dhaka University,
in 1980. Currently she is
working as a senior designer
with a leading advertising firm.

Fundamentalism
resistance
fortnight begins

By DU Correspondent

The speakers at a rally in
the city yesterday alleged that
the fundamentalist forces were
jeopardizing the spirit of inde-
pendence, democracy and de-
velopment process in the
country.

They were addressing the
inaugural session of the

'Fundamentalism Resistance

fortnight' organised by the
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote at
the Central Shaheed Minar in

the afternoon..

The rally was attended by

Sufia Kamal, Syed Hasan Imam,

Faiz Ahmed and others.
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Beijing

lauds Dhaka's

economic management

Chinese Finance Minister
Lin Zhongli lauded the
Bangladesh achievement in
Mmacro economic managemerit
saying, "China has many things
lo learn from the experience
of Bangladesh in creating an-
enabling environment for
speedy development.”" accord-

efforts being made by the
Chinese government in han-
dlipg the problems of over
heated economy.

Saifur Rahman showed keen
interest in the measures taken
by the Chinese government
handling the problems of |
making and inefficient state-

ing to a received here owned enterprises .and . to
yesterday, reports BSS. make them viable to face 'th:
The TChinese Finance competition.

Minister was holding discus-
sion with Bangladesh Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman who
Is now on a visit to China at the

_invitation of the Chinese gov-

ernment.

Zhongli said China was par-
appreciative on
Bangladesh's success in con-
trolling inflation. |

Saifur apprised his Chinese
counlerpart of the reform
measures being undertaken in
Banglaclesl) while the (hinese
imimister Lpprised hitg ol the

o —-

Earlier, the Bangladesh
Finance Minister who arrived
in China Monday met the
members of Bangladesh com-
munity in Beijing and called
upon them to make efforts to
project the changed image of
Bangladesh.

The Finance Minister nar-
raled the government's
achievements in Iegard to self-
sufficiency in food production,
the immunisation programme,

education and poverty allevia-
ton.
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for supply of Hard Coke.

| reputed

‘Bangladesh University of |
Engineering & Technology

Tender Notice

No. P & D/L.P-1 (340)/1994-95/D-229 (2)
j Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the bonafide suppliers

Dhaka .

Dated :1/8/94

Intending tenderers shall have to obtain permission f-:rr
purchasing tender papers etc, on application to the ungdersigned. |
Application must accompany G.LR cenificate, Trade licence and |
| certificate of experience about concern works/supplies etc. from |
organisations. Tender papers and other terms &
| conditions will be available from the office of the undersigned on
| payment of Tk. 300/- (non-refundable)
B.U.E.T branch, Dhaka. Each tender must accompany a Bank |
| Draft or Pay Order from nationalised bank amounting to 5% of
| the quoted amount as earnest money deposited in favour of the !
| Comptroller of this University without which no tender will be |

to the -Sonali Bank.

| considered. Tenders must be put into the tender box kept for this |
I purpose in this office up to 2-30 P.M. of 11.8.94 and will be |

| opened on thé same day at

2-35 P.M. before the tenderers

The University authority reserves the right to accept or reject |

‘ present.

‘ any or all the4enders or one or more items of any tender without |
assigning any reason whatsoever.

No tender papers will
| tender.

o ——

| D782

be sold on the opening day of the |

Director |
Planning & Development |

I DFP 271 28/7

MENG HORNG SHIPPING PTE LTD
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES/ SHIPPERS

M.V. FONG SHIN V-9425 TMP. ROT.NO.604/94 WILL TAKE BERTH CHITTAGONG PORT
ON OR ABOUT 2MD AUGUST 1994 WITH IMPORT CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGAPORE
FROM VARTOUS PORTS AND ALSO CONTAINERS EX-SINGAPORE.

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE DELIVERY OF GOODS IMMEDIATELY AFTER
DISCHARGE. SURVEY APPLICATION MUST BE PRESENTED TO US WITHIN 3 DAYS OF
DISCHARGE. NO CLATM WILL BE ENTERTAINED NOR ANY LIABILITIES ACCEPTED IN
RESPECT OF DAMAGE TO AND OR SHORT LANDINGS OF CONSIGNMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN
REMOVED FROM STORAGE SHED.- IN EVENT OF CONSIGNEES TAKING DIRECT DELIVERY
SURVEY TO BE HELD AT SHIP'S SIDE ONLY.

CONSIGNMENTS NOT CLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF UNLOADING EX THE
SHIP ARE LIABLE TO BE CONFISCATED AND AUCTIONED AS PER SEC.'67(8) AND SEC.
82 RESPECTIVELY OF THE CUSTOMS ACT 1969 WITHOUT ANY FURTHER NOTICE/REFERENCE.

THE VESSEL WILL LOAD CONTAINERS UNDER EXP. ROT NO.*571/94 FOR SINGAPORE AND
ALS) FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO EAST/WEST COAST OF ¥.S., CANADA, U.K.,
CONTINENT, MEDT FAREAST/JAPAN AND AUSTRALIA/NEW 7ZEALAND PORTS.

Bangladesh Shipping Lines Ltd.

. (A HEE COMPANY)

.. VEA. . A . W

QHﬁE_& CH*I_TTJ_EI_EONG __l'l LNA
Sena Bhat.an G/F Jiban Bime 1 Miapara
195 Area 1053 Sk. Mujib Rd., Moor)
Tek ::'“r Tek 504313, 502123, ol 25285 ‘
The: 8632105 BOSHP BJ, 632656 HAC BJ  Thx: 633027 BDSHP B, 633126 HAC BJ Tk 633002 MAC BJ
Telelax . 880-2-863734 Teletax 880-31-22562% Telolax. 800-41-2117%
.'...".'."."."'A



