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Laila Kabir new
Employers’ AssocC
_ president
By Staff Correspondent

Laila Rahman Kabir has
been elected President of the
Bangladesh Emplo-yers Asso-
ciation (BEA) for the term
1994 -95.

She is also the Chairperson
of the Bangladeshiyo Cha Sang-
sad, a post she has held for the
last two years.

Laila Kabir has been in-
volved in different forums in
her capacity as the Bangla-
deshiyo Cha Sangsad chief and
a vice-President of the BEA.

She was the deputy leader
of the employers group in the
Tripartite Labour Consultative
Committee, which is the apex
forum on labour matters. Mrs
Kabir was also a Member of the
National Labour Law Commi-
SSION.

Besides. GM Chowdhury.
Managing Director of Glaxo
Bangladesh Ltd has been elec-
ted vice president of the BEA.

Ten newly-elected mem-
bers are; Kamaluddin Ahmed,
iftekharul Alam, Syed Mohsen
Ali. Tapan Chowdhury, Rashid-
ul Hasan. M Aminul Islam,
Syedd Rezaul Karim, M Mors-
hed Khan, Abdul Awal Mintoo
and AKM Shamsuddin. said a
press release

JMB construction
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management consultant have
heen tullilled 1o the satisfac-

tion of the co-financiers — the
World Bank (1DA}. Asian
Development Bank and the
Overseas Economic Coope-
ration Fund [OECF) of Japan.
Agreement with the man-
agement consultants will be [i-
nalised in the first week of this
month to meet the deadline
for completing hundred per
cent of the conditionalities by
August 16, the last date of
declaring loan-effectiveness.
The meeting was also in-
formed that as a result of con-
Linuwous negoliations. Lthe gov-
ernment had been abie to
lower the cost of the country's
single-largest civil engineering
project by Taka 502 crore,
The project involves a cost
of about Tk 4000 crore: The
project profile of the bridge
was approved in the ECNEC
meeting on May 19, chaired
by Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia. Until then the
much talked about project had
na legal base, the handout said.
Presiding over yesterday's
meeting, the chairman of the
commiitee, Communications
Minister Oli Ahmed directed
the Jamuna Multi-purpose
Bridge Authority (IMBA) to
make the project a self-sus-
taining and independent one.
The minister also directed
the Roads and Highways
Department to immediately
conduct feasibility studies for
constructing bridges at Doari-
ka and Shikarpur under Barisal
district to fulfil commitments
made by the Prime Minister.
Members of the standing
committee Shahidul Huq Ja-
mal. MP and Mojibur Rahinan
Sarwar. MP attend the mee-
ting.
Road and Road Traﬂspﬂrt
Secretary Syed Rezaul Hayal

was also present.

| More investments in
manufacturing

|

" By Staff Correspondent

More investments in manu
facturing and service seclors
are urgently needed to over-
come the poverty circle and
the national budgets should
address the macro and mic o
jssues relating to investments,

This was observed by
speakers at-a seminar on the
budget and related issues in
the econemy of or-
ganised by the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
Bangladesh (ICAB) held at its
office yesterday.

Commerce Minister Sham-
sul Islam, who was the chief
guest al the seminar, in his
brief speech said that to create
more employment oppor:-
tunities, further investments
have to be made in all sectors
with pridrities determiined by
the planners.

"We are exposing our econ-
omy to the world economy
which is throwing our busi-
nessmen to face the global
competitive environment. Butl
at the same time, this is also
bringing new opportunities to
our entrepreneurs,” he said.
Jamal Uddin Ahmad, Vice-
President eof South Asian
Federation of Accountants

(SAFA), said that although the °

financial management of the
government had been well,
further management percep-
tion and skill were needed to
transform the society.

- for

He said the public sector
administration has to be recast
meaningful economic

M Yunus, past president of
ICAB, said the government
should watch the measures
taken by some neighbouring
countries before for a
drastic trade liber

"When the local inmtnﬂ
are not investing. how can the
foreigners invest." he ques-
tioned.

Prof Abu Ahmed of Dhaka
University presented the key-
note paper at the seminar.

Prof Ahmed. in his paper,

said that the budget shouid
take the worlkd situation into

consideration.

Old man murdered
1n City

By DMCH Correspondent

An elderly man. Satish Bis-
was., was found murdered In
his residence at Dilu Road in
the city yesterday morning.

Police on a lip off rushed to
42 Dilu Road. and recovered
the body of 70-year-old Satish
from the dining room.

Police arrested the old
man's daughter-in-law, Santi
Biswas, her cousin Rahul Adhi-
kari. maidservant Arati Rani
and another person Thomas

for their alleged involvement
in the murder.

SAARC meetmg ends
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that SAARC has ‘bogged down'.
Mostafizur Rahman said,
“SAARC Is moving forward.”

“His (Pakistan foreign min-
ister's] observation came be-
fore the meeting started and 1|
am making the comment after
the meeting,” the Council
Chairman said.

He said one of the maost im-

- portant outcome of the meet-

ing was the ministers agree-
ment to carry forward SAPTA
(South Asian Preferential Tra-
de Arrangement).

The Foreign Minister fur-
ther said that the meeting of
the inter-governmental group
(IGG) of experts on trade lib-
eralisation would be held in
Islamabad in September next.

F “We are hopeful that with this

meeting, negotiations on trade
concessions under the SAPTA
would be completed.”

He said that speecial atten-
tion was given to the need for
review of all SAARC institu-
tions and programmes. partic-
ularly in view of the fact that
SAARC is completing its first
decade in 1995.

Mostafiz said that the re-
port of the first meeting of the
finance /planning ministers of

SAARC of poverty alleviation
will be taken up at the next
SAARC summit. “So will be the
case with the reports of the
SAARC ministerial meeting on
the disabled and the ministe-
rial meeting on youth.” he
added.

The Foreign Minister said it
has also been agreed that the
SAARC countries would seek to
coordinate further their posi-

tion In respect of major inter-
national conlerences.

The Council has adopted a
report for submission to the
next SAARC summit. Mostafiz
said. The Standing Commitiee
comprising foreign secretaries
has been asked to hold a spe-
cial meeting during the next
Council conference.

“This special meeting will
address SAARC organisational
and programme-related mat-
ters along with other specific

i

_t:ltu:l soon after takinc

issues.”

The Foreign Minister ter-
med the l4th Council’ mee-
ting ‘useful and very success-
ful.’

He also made positive re-
marks about the bilateral mee-
tings with his counterparts.

In reply to a question on
water-sharing issue with India,
Mostafiz said, "1 am quite
hopeful that the problems will
be solved.”

Asked about the tentative
time-frame he said, "We have
to wait for the next action.”

“*About the stranded Pakis-
tanis, he said. "The repatria-
tion would hopefully. start
shortly.”

The Foreign Minister also
said that considerable progress
had been made in building ties
between SAARC and the Eu-
ropean Union and the ASEAN.
A high powered team of ex-
perts from the European
Union had recently visited
Nepal to inquire about SAARC
activities, he pointed out.

TV photographer
killed 1n

accident

By Staff Correspondent

A still-photographer of Ban-
gladesh Television (BTV),
Manjurul Alam, 29, died in a
tragic accident near the
Mgohakhali railway level cross-
ing yesterday.

A railway locomotive hit
Alam from behind around 3:30
in the afternoon when he was
walking along the railway track
after getting off a bus at the
Mohakhali Bus stand. He was
returning home at Nakhalpara
frotn the Rampura TV Bhaban.

According to witnesses,;
when the engine hit Alam, the
level-crossing guard ran to [a-
tally injured Alam who asked
for a glass of water. A woman
from the nearby slum immedi-
ately came with water. Alam

sips.
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“Present Address s 200 Yards away from the old one _

All our banking activities take place in our new address from
today. Our valued clients & well wishers are requested to
contact the new. address.

Janata Bank

Devoled o the service of the people
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MPs for consensus to|
end political impasse

A number of ruling party
and tion MPs at a semi-
nar yesterday feit the need for
consensus to resolve the
country’'s current political im-
passe over the demand for a
caretaker government to con-
duct national elections. re-
ports UNB.

Two suggestions — streng-
thening the Election Commi-
ssion and a neutral caretaker
government -— were mainly
offered by MPs representing
the ruling BNP and major
oppositions Awami Lea-gue,
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-
Islamni respectively. -

A Gano Forum MP, however,
suggested formation of a par
llamentary committee to find
outl a solution to the impasse
over the issue of a caretaker
government.

The seminar on the 'Re-
flections on Ensuring Free and

Fair Elections in Bangladesh’

was held at the WVA auditori-

um at Dhanmondi in the city in

the afternoon

The Study and Research
Group of Manabik Shahajva
Sangstha (MSS/SRG) arranged
the seminar in a bid to find out
an amicable solution to
present political stalemate.

The ruling party MPs par-
Licipating in Lhe discussions
stressed on widening the pow-
ers of the Election Commi-
ssion to ensure free and fair
election and invited the Oppo-
sition MPs to join the parlia-
mentary discussions toJseach a
CONSENSsLUs.

On the other hand, the MPs

representing the major oppo-
sitionn parties alt the seminar

urged the government to meet

their demand for a caretaker
government to resolve the
CTisis.

the'

“Debate Festival
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University.

Bangladesh Debate Federa-
tion, in cellaboration with the
Dhaka University Debating So-
ciety, has organised the fes-
tival, expected to draw deba-
ters from all over the country.

On the eve of the festival,
the organisers will bring out a
colourful procession from the
TSC premises at four this
afternoon. It will march up to
the Jatiya Press Club.

The  programmes of the
festival include an MPs vs stu-
dents debate on parliamentary
democracy, one between the
TV and theatre artistes, rhy-
ming debate (pala), court de-
bate. group debate and three-
dimensional debate among
teachers, experts and stu-
dents.

Besides. seminars on the
debate movement and prac-
tice, debate as a profession, TV
debate and its system of
judgement will also _be held
during the festival.

On this occasion, an infor-
mative book titled "The theory
of debate and its practice” will
be published.

The three-day meet will
also include a conference of
the debaters, a declaration and
cullural lunction:

Assam CM
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Sajkia made it clear that he
had no reason to disbelieve the
census figures which he de-
scribed as the most exhaustive

field data. Unless infiltration .

was proved and confirmed by
an equally authentic authority.
he would continue to hold the
view that it was basically a bo-
gey created by political vested
interests.

The report said, the census
recorded a growth rate of
52.44 per cent in Assam dur-
ing 1971-1991. During these
two decades. Assam registered
an increase ol 7669410 peo-
ple. This totally discarded the
Indian Home Ministry's pro-
jection of infiltration — two to
three million from
Bangladesh since 1987,

The report further said
neither does the district-wise
growth rate indicate an abrupt
increase in those areas that are
considered as 'prone to infil-
tration.”

Saikia's assertion that there
had been no infiltration from
Bangladesh into Assam was
based on the census figures
which rebuffed comments,
that an expansionist Bangla-
desh is launching silent inva-
sion of Assam and the North-
East. the report said.

Sylhetis end
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domestic mand international

flights connecting Sylhet
marked a sharp fall durmg the
month of July. The Biman au-
thorities had to cancel the
scheduled ﬂlghts frequently.

Sometimes, the Biman oper-
ated its flights with only a few
passengers. The volume of
cargo booking from abroad also
registered a sharp fall.

The month-long progra-
mme also included sit-ins in
front of Biman offices and
stoppage of remittances by
Sylhetis through Sonali Bank
and other nationalised banks.

Indian troops
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"tants took refuge in Bhutan

after killing Muslims last
weekend at a refugee camp
where the Muslims had sought
shelter after previous violence.

Officials in Guahati. the
Assam capital, said the move
into Bhutan would be part of
full-scale operations against
the Bodo militants. |

The Indian army operation
will be its third in five vears
against the Bodo militants.

Nizami

From Page | Col 5

que, was chaired by A T M
Azharul Islam.

Referring to the Chittagong
incident he said local and for-
éign agents conspired to kill
Prof Golam Azam. Terrorists
from all over the country
poured into Chittagong to foil
the meeting at Laldighi Maidan
and to kill Golam Azam, he
said adding, but courageous
people of Chittagong frustrated
the conspiracy.

He said Prof Golam Azam as
a citizen of this country is with
his rights to address meeting
in every nook and corner of
the country. None can stop the
Jamaat and Golam Azam, he
added.

He critlﬂsed the role of a

. section of newspaper for blam-

ing the Jamaat for the Chitta-

gong killings. He said western

news agencies and other me-
dia are controlled by the Jews,
whom he termed as the
greatest enemy of Islam. Our
national electronic media have
been caught in the hands of

those western media, he ob-
served.

Hasina
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provide security to the people,
she said.

"This government has sur
passed all records of vole da-
coity,” the Opposition leader
said in support of her demand
for polls under a caretaker
administration.

She said the leaders and
workers: of the Awami League
and its front organisations
were being arrested and tor-
tured under the Anti-terrorism
Act without any provocation
and demanded scrapping ol
the law. "Otherwise, it might
also be used against those who
are in power now,” she cau
tioned,

The AL chiefl said the gov-
ernment had fielded some re-
ligion-based parties to divert
attention from the anli-gov-
ernment agitation. "The Awami
League neither tolerates any
derogatory remarks on the
holy Quran nor does it support
the blending of religion with
politics.” she said.

Sheikh Hasina offered
fateha at the grave of late pres-
ident of the Parshuram thana

AL Amirul Karim Majumder.
Feni district Awami League

president Abul Kashem
presided over the meeting.
also addressed by party Pre:
sidiumm members Abdul Man-
nan and Amir Hossain Amu,
Mahila Awami League leader
vy Rahman; Obaidul Kader,
Zainal Hazari, MP and leaders
of the Comilla. Feni and Lax-
mipur units.

Natl anl:hem Issue

NU démands
judicial inquiry

An emergency meeting of
the syndicate of the National

. University (NU) was ‘held in

Dhaka yesterday with its Vice-
Chancellor Profl Muhammad
Abdul Bari in the chair, reports
BSS, '

According to an official
handeut, 12 out of 13 mem-
bers of the syndicate were
present in the meeting.

It was observed in the
meeting that no journalist had
been present in the first
meeting of the university sen
ate. but efforts were being
made to tarnish the image of
the university by publishing
false. motivateéd and inflamma-
tory news, articles and edito-
rials In a section of the press
about the university, ils senate
and syndicate president

The handout said that the
senate and senate president of
the university did not make
Any derogatory comment or
had not shown any disregard
in his remarks towards the
national anthem. The meeting
also declared that all the fac
ulty members of the National
Liniversity absolately respected
and honoured the national an-
them like all citizens of the
country.

The meeting demanded a
high powered judicial enquiry
to ascertain as to what actually
happened in regard to the is-
sue of the national anthem in
the flirst meeting of the univer-
sity senate,

Indo-Bangla JBC
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Chambers of Commeree and
Industry (FBCCI) president
Mahbubur Rahman will lead a
strong homeside in the talks.

Sources in the FBCCI, the
sponsor of the meeting, said
the home side would try to
impress upon the Indians the
rationale of Bangladesh's pref-
erential access 1o Indian mar-
ket in view of a mounting trade
imbalance against Dhaka.

Delhi has heavily been reap-
ing the benefit of increasing
irade between the two coun-
Lries:

Import from India shot u
to 334 million US dollars in
1992-93 from 87 million in
1987-88 while Bangladesh's
export to India dropped Lo
7.42 million dollars from B.87
million during the period.

The home team; sources
added, will also ask for direct
investment from India which
las beenn negligible despite
strong efforts made by local
entrepreneurs.

Commerce Minister Sham-
sul Islam is due to inaugurate
the JBC. session Wednesday
morning -at a local hotel.
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SRINAGAR. July 31

A Muslim rebel leader arrested after

he tried to hold a strike at a mosque In Srinagar was flown (o
New Delhi on Sunday after he refused (o allow dectors 1o
treat him for a heart condition. police and hospital official
said The arrest was the second in four days for Yasin Malik,

the leader of
Liberation Front.
Kashmir Valley. reporis AP

the

pro-independénce
and could trigger protesis throughout the

Jampu-Kashmir

Egypt, Israel hold summit

TABA (Egypt] July 31

The leaders of Egypt and Israel

partners to a landmark 1979 treaty. held a summit in an
Egyptian resort today to discuss how lsrael might clinch a
peace deal with Syria. President Hosni Mubarak hosted Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. who has turned to Egypt at crucial
points on his march to Middle East peace. They met at the
Red Sea resort of Taba. just across the border from lsrael

reports Reuter

Khaleda may visit India
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times.

The foreign minister said
the talks covered all aspecis of
bilateral relations with India
and Pakistan.

Aseffl Ahmed Ali and RL
Bhatia, both currently here to
attend the SAARC Council of
Ministers meeting. called on
Mostafizur Rahman separately
at his temporary office at the
Hotel, the venue for the busi-
ness sessions of the two-day
meet. -

According to sources,
Mostafiz told Bhatia that the
bilateral accord reached over
the repatriation of the Chakma
refugees from India proved
that irritants between the two
countries can be resolved
given goodwill and political re-
solve.

The foreign minister also
hoped that economic ties be-
tween the two nations would
be enlarged in line with the
opportunities identified during
the last Indo-Bangladesh Joint
Economic Comrmission, meet-
ing. the sources said.

Bhatia told newsmen after
his talks with Mostafiz that the
Ganges water-sharing issue
was also discussed.

He indicated that the pro-
posed visit by Begum Zid to
New Delhi would provide an
opportunity to discuss out
standing bilateral problems.

Referring to the solution of
the Tin Bigha Cosridor issue
and the Chakma refugee prob-
lem, the indian state minister
hope all the remaining prob
lems could be solved through
dialogue

Foreign Secretary MR
Osmany, his Indian counter-
part K Srinivasan, Bangladesh
high commissioner to India
Farooq Bobhan and the Indian
envoy in Dhaka K Raghunath
were present at the meeting,

In his meeting with his

Pakistan counterpart. Mostafiz
said that Eangladcah attaches
great importance to relations
with Islamabad and is comuummit-
ted to enhancing bilateral ties.

He hoped the decisions
taken af the recently held fifth
session of the Bangladesh-
Pakistan Joint Economic
Commission would be imple-
mented and recalled the deci-
sions taken by the prime min-
isters of the two coustries In
1992 to meet regularly to
evolve measures for increasing
trade and joint ventures.

The foreign minister also
emphasised speed repatriation
of the stranded Pakistanis, the
sources added. He was assured
by the Pakistan minister that
his government would discuss
the matfer urgently for an
early compiletion of the repa-
triation

Later, the Pakistan foreign
minister told newsmen that
his talks with Mostafiz covered
all aspects of bilateral ties. in-
cluding cooperation in the po-
litical and economic fields and
described the half-hour talks
as "very good.' "Pakistan enjoys
very good relations with Ban-
gladesh.” he said.

Bangladesh High Commissi-
oner to Pakisian Qamar Rahim
and the Pakistan High Commi-
ssioner to Dhaka Anwar Kemal
were also present |

Corrigendum

In a report published in
The Daily Star's Saturday issue.
it was said that the Dhaka
University Teachers Associa-
tion (DUTA) had cancelled the
membership of Dr Ershadul
Bari and expelled him from

the association.

The report mistakenly
mentioned Dr Ershadul Bari as
Vice Chancellor of the National
Liniversity

The misthke is deeply re-
gretted. — Ed.
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