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two miles at an ‘athletics meet in Belgium on July 30. Kiptanui beat Morocco's Khalid Skah's world mark of .

8:12.17.

PETERS-
EURG, July 31:
The resurgent

Russians are th-
reatening Cuba's
dominance of
amafeur boxing after a series of

outstanding results at the.

Goodwill Games, reports Reu-
ter.

. Russian boxers beat Olym-
pic flyweight champion Joel
Casamayor and Olympic light-
middleweight champion Juan
Lemus on their way to winning
five golds, just one behind
Cuba.

The Cuban squad took ad-
vantage of the Soviet Union's
collapse to gather seven golds
at the 1992 Barcelona Olym-
pics but Russian boxing seems
to have overcome its financial
problems and is clearly on the
road to recovery.

Cuban coach Alcides Sa-
garro declared himself satis-
fled with the haul of six gold
medals but he will surely be
worried both by the way some
of his fighters performed and

also by the emergence of

Russia as a worthy to

the defunct Soviet Union.

"The Cubans looked a bit
tired — you could see that.
‘There's no doubt they're the
leading power but they're not
as strong as they used to be."
said Yuri Markov, secretary-
general of the Russian Boxing
Federation.

Sagarro may not be too
happy about the defeats but
International Amateur Boxing
Federation {[AIBA) president
Anwar Chowdhury believes
they are good news for the
sport.

"From AIBA's point of view
it is very good that the total
supremacy of one country will
end. | am happy the Cubans
did well but it is not a good si-
tuation from other countries
"point of view.” he said in an
interview.

"At the 1996 Atlanta Olym-
pic Games [ think we'll have
stronger competition from
many couniries.

. "It's possible the Cubans
won't be able to repeat their
achievement in Barcelona, not
because their standards have
fallen, but because other coun-

. tries have risen.” .

US ecoach Tom Coulter ad-

Cuban reign about to end?

"A lot of countries are
r.‘:ah:hlng up with the Cubans.
You can see they were in a lot

of trouble during some of the -

bouts.”

Sagarro insists that Cuba
will continue to stay at the top
of the tree.

"All the teams are improv-
ing but Cuba will remain
among the dumiaant boxing
nations,” he said.

Chnwdhury paid tribute to

the Cubans’' training methods,
and said that although the
squad might win fewer gecld
medals at Atlanta there was no
chance of their boxing pro-
gramme collapsing.

"One of the Cubans' strong
points is their international

- eXposure — go {o every inter-

national tournament and
they're there. They always
stake the strongest team.” he
said.

"Coaches in other countries
are usually newly-retired box-

ers, while in Cuba the coaches -

have masters degrees. They
take camera with them wher-
ever they go. They have infor-
mation on every boxer in the
world.”

TORONTO. July
31: Australian Ja-
son Stoltenberg
reached his seco-
» nd successive to-

urnament  final
with a 3-6, 6-0, 6-1 semifinal
drubbihg of fourth-seeded Jim
Courier on Saturday at the 1.72
million dollar Canadian Open,
reports Reuter.

The unseeded Stoltenberg
next takes on eight-seeded
Andre Agassi, who beat him in
their two previous encounters,
in today's final.

: The 20th-ranked Agassi, a
champion here in 1992, beat

sixth-seeded Wayne Ferreira 6-

4, 7-5 to move into the final.

The 33rd-ranked Stolten-
berg is red not on this year's
summer circuit.

Last week in Washington,
DC he lost in the finals to Ste-
fan Edberg of Sweden.

Stoltenberg considers his
spectacular one hour, 29 min-
ute performance against the
12th-ranked Courier here a

tch edge over Stoltenberg.
did what | thought were the
right things and | didnt work
today."

Tennis stars

On a mission

NEW YORK, August 31: For-
mer world number-one Monica
Seles and current rankings
leaders Steffi Graf and Pete
Sampras are among celebrities
invited to compete at a pre-
United States Open tennis
benefit here in memory of
Arthur Ashe, reports AFP.

Also on the list of those
wanted at the Arthur Ashe
Foundation for the Defeat of
AIDS tennis challenge is Jen-
nifer Capriati — the teenager
who quit the WTA Tour last
year and who has been treated
for drug abuse.

American comedians Bill
Cosby and Alan King will serve
as masters of ceremony for the
August 28 event, which comes

Stoltenberg stuns Courier

Courier. who hasn't won a
title since Indianapolis last
August, was strong in the first
set.

But the match turned dra-

' matically in Stoltenberg's fa-

vour when he turned on the
heat in the second set and
Courier failed to handle the
pressure.

In 440 matches going back
to 1987, this was only the sev-
enth time that Courier lost a
set 6-0.

In the first set, Stoltenberg
posted 11 unforced errors
while Courier had only three.

In the final two sets,
Stolienberg was near perfec-

. Hon with only six unforced ef-

foris — four in the second set
and two in the third.

Courier, who had not lost a
sel en route to the semis,
crumbled in the final two sets.
He made a total of 25 un-
forced errors — 13 in the sec-
ond set and 12 in the third
set. n

|

— AFP photo
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Kiptanui's feat
HECHTEL, Belgium, July
31: Kenyan Moses Kiptanui set
a world best for two miles with
a time of eight minutes 09.01

seconds at an athletics meet-
ing on Saturday, reports

Reuter,

World steeplechase cham-
pion Kiptanui, holder of the
world 3,000 metres and
3,000 metres steeplechase

records, unleashed a scorching

three-lap solo run to better the
previous mark of 8:12.17 by
Moroccan Khalid Skah, set at
the same track on July 31 last
year.

The British-based Kénvan
was paced in the first part of
the race by Ireland's Frank
O'Mara, who also assisted Kip-
tanui in his unsuccessful at-
tempt on the world 5,000
metres mark at the Goodwill
Games last Tuesday.

Kiptanul said afterwards:
"I'm not really surprised. I had
hoped for B.0OB. It was fairly
easy. | can definitely do better
— 8.05."

He said he would now take
a two-week break from com-
petition. "First ['ll rest for a
week. Then | want to go below
eight minutes in the 3,000
metres steeplechase race in
Zurich, that's my main goal."

Russian Lyubov Gurina set
the fastest time of the year in
the women's 800 metres when
she clocked one minute 56.60
seconds; Marla Mutola of
Mozambique had set the previ-
ous best of 1:57.63 at the
Goodwill Games in St Peter-
sburg on Thursday.

IAAF's demand

ST PETERSBURG, July 31:
The International Amateur
Athletic Federation (IAAF)
urged the US government body
on Saturday to send immedi-
ately all its documents on
banned hurdler Danny Harris
to the federation's headguar-
ters in Monte Carlo, reports
Reuter.

Earlier USA Track and Field
(USATF) president Larry Ellis
said the American body was
considering legal action to get
the drugs ban on Harris lifted
before the end of the northern
SEASON.

Harris, the 1984
400 metres hurdles silver
medalist, was banned for four
years in 1992 after tesling
positive for cocaine,

Fans long for the bad boys
of the good old days

By Daniel Glra.rd

A shortage nfpermuhtluandtempﬂhntmmmthemidutopmaleten-
nis players is being blamed for a drop in attendance at this year's Wimbledon
Championships. Gemini News Service reports ﬂu:t big serves and bigger money
| hauemthegm!mpmntsuﬁthﬁlnt.

While they were
at the top of their
sport, tennis pla-
yers Ilie Nastase,
Jimmy Connors
and John McEn-

roe were also considered a

scourge on :it. Fans booed
them. Tournament officials
fined them.They were players
everybody loved to hate.

The trio. whose volatile re-
Iatlunship with the gentle-
men's game stretched from
the 1970s to the early 1990s,

were often considered a dis-
grace for their verbal abuse of

opponents, officials, spectators
and anybody else who got in
their way.'

But they were also players
everybody loved to watch. And
in these days of reduced tele-
vision coverage and falling at-
tendance at tournaments,
tennis officials -are wishing
they could bring back the bad
boys.

"There ‘are not enough
charismatic figures," lamented
Chris Gorringe, chief executive

n{nns]’illps ‘ﬁ'i'f‘;@ﬂr, Ci'il%r?emn:

dance at his tournament, con-
sidered the top event in the
world, was down despite con-

sistently good weather.
While the farewell tour of

Wimbledon by Martina Nav-
ratilova, the grand old lady of
tennis; helped fill seats, it is
men s matches that were ex-
pected to sell tickets and the
image of the game. Cansidered
by many Sports fans to be de-
void of personalities, the men's
circuit has recently been los-
ing its public appeal.
Wimbledon officials’ dream

that deficiencies at the pate of
this vear's event could be

wiped out by the baggy shorts,
long hair and designer stubble
of former champion and cur-
rent tennis playboy Andre
Agassi were dashed when the

ﬁﬁnerican was bounced from
the competition in the fourth

round.

Some of the loudest ova-
tions of the fortnight were re-
served for Agassi, who many
observers and even more fans
consider the last remaining
player with flare. His post-
match ritual of stripping off his
sweat-soaked tennis shirt and
throwing it into the crowd got
more cheers and screams of
delight thvenr virtuaily all the
on-court action.

By comparison, big-serving
American Fete Sampras, the
world's top ranked player, is
frequently branded as a boring
technician because of his
quiet, efficient dismissal of
opponents. =

There are many theories
volleyed around about what ac-
counts for the loss of personal-
ity in men's tennis. Some ob-
servers say the huge prize
money offered in tournaments
over the past decade has made
it big and serious business.
When victory. was not as lucra-
tive, players were more likely
tp be more outgoing to sell
themselves to win contracts to
advertise everything from
sports goods to soft drinks.

Czech-born American star
'Ilvan Lendl, who dominated the
game in the latter half of the
1980s, says of his dour on-
court demeanour that tennis
was his job and that few people
he knew laughed at work. Most
of today's players have adopted
Lendl's attitude rather than

the brashness of Na:tasc._

Connors or Hr:Enmt.

Others note that the
equipment used today is dra-
matically different from that
used a few years ago. Larger-
headed racquets enabling play-
ers to propel the ball at light-
ning speeds have reduced the
number of thrilling rallies in
matches. The powerful serve is
the new king of the court.

One of the best illustrations
of that came in the 1991
Wimbledon men's final be-
tween Germans Boris Becker
and Michael Stich: during the
two-and-a-half-hour match the
players spent just seven min-
utes hitting the ball.

Recognising the decline in
public appeal of their game,
men's tennis officials have re-
cently made a eouple of cos-
metic adjustments. To speed
up play, the time players are
allowed between points was

the prize money offered.

"What tennis has to do now
is adapt or die,” says Jack
Milner of The Citizen in
Johannesburg. :

Milner, who has covered
tennis for more than a decade,
says the game's officials must
do more to sell the sport and
its personalities to the public.
Holding post-match interviews
on court in front of the specta-
tors or bringing players out to
tournaments on their days off
to talkto fans would go a long
way to generating more inter-
est, he says.

Former Wimbledon cham-

pion John Newcombe of Aus-

tralia was strong in his con-
demnation of the way many of
today's players take but do not
give back to the game.

‘It's a selfish act simply 1o
play matches; take the money
and have a to-hell-with-any-

Yesterday's nightmare, todays dream

reduced from a half minute to
first 25 seconds and most re-

cently 20 seconds. There has:

also been talk of limiting play-
ers to one serve instead of the
current two.

Whatever the reasons, few
doubt tennis is in trouble.
While tournaments such ‘as
Wimbledon., which has existed
for more than a century, are
considered secure, there is a
fear for the future of other

'smaller events that are the

backbone of professional tep-
nis. With fewer spectators and
less television coverage, spon-
sors may look to put their
money « elsewhere. reducing

one-else attitude.” he told The
Sun newspaper in Britain.

"If it was me up there today
I'd be ashamed of letting down
all the great champions who-
have created the history of
tennis.,” said Newcombe, who
won Wimbledon titles in 1967,

1970 and 1971. "What a disas-

ter to leave behind selfishniess
as your legacy.” —Gemini News

About the author: DANIEL
GIRARD is a reporter with The
Toronto Star newspaper. He is
cwrrently on a one-year interm-
ship with Gemini News Ser
vice sponsored by the Interna-
tional Development Research
Centre in Ottawa.
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Russiaﬁ gymnasts
take gold

ST PETERSBURG, July 31:
An experienced Russian side
won thc Goodwill Games
women's team gold medal on
Saturday with victories in
three of the four individual ex-
ercises, reports Reuter.

The Russians won the floor.
vault, and uneven bars and fin-
ished second in the beam to
dmass 117.375 points.

Romania finished second
and Ukraine third ahead of the
United States, who were never
in contention despite

double world champion Sha-
nnen Miller;

The Russian gymnasts,
three of whom placed in the
top 12 of the 1994 World
Championships, took an early
lead of 0.350 points on the
unequal bars.

They increased their mar-
gin to 0.525 after the beam

-and dominated the floor exer-

cises where their worst indi-
vidual score was 9.775.

The Americans performed '
indifferently throughout,; but
Miller ‘at least registered the
single besl score of any event,
9.950 for the floor exercises.

China left many of their best
athletes behind and the team's
chances of gaining a medal
were wrecked before the start
when Dinli Fun fell heavily on
her left elbow from the uneven
bars while warming up and had
to pull out.

Luli, who won the uneven
bars at this year's World
Championships, was well be-
low her best and managed only
9.675]

Russians win
Goodwill Games
water polo title

ST PETERSBURG, July 31:
Russia beat Germany 11-9 in
the Goodwill Games water polo
final on Saturday to set the
stage for September's Rome
World Championships. reports
Reuter

ltaly and Spain, who con-
tested a famous Olympic final
in 1992, had to be content to
play off for bronze with the
[talians again coming out on
top.. this time by 9-8.

Russia and Germany. who
nmanaged only seventh and
ninth place respectively at last
year s European Champion
ships, were tied 7°7 midway
through the third quarter
when Mixim Apanasenko and
Serge. Iviev: scored twice for
Russia inside a minute

‘After the way they played
here. the Russians must be
among the favourites for Rome,
along with Hungary and Italy *
Crermany s coach Nicolai Firotu
said

European silver medalists
Hungary were the only one of
the world's top six teams not
to field their best side at the
Goodwill Games.

Spasn rarely looked like
avenging their deteat against
Italy in the turbulent 1992
Olympic final. settled after
three periods of extra times.
Flavio Gandolfi, a scorer in that
final, fired the winning goal
from eight metres 48 seconds
from times.

. Honeyghan's
title stripped

LONDON, July 31: Former
world welterweight champion
Lloyd Honeyghan was stripped
of his Commonwealth light-
middleweight crown on Friday,
reports AFP.

The 34-year-old English-
man, who won the title in
January 1993, failed to defend
it before the expiry of a dead-
line set by the Commonwealth
Boxing Council.
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