guards made things even
easier for the eventual victors,
Ranjan. the young energetic
winger with a lethal left foot.
who played for Rahimalganj
MFS in last year's Star First
Division league. found himsel{
in the middle of the penalty
box with the ball and a lot of
leverage after a clumsy clear-
ance job from a Wari defender.
With only the goalie to beal. he
made no niistake and gnided

the ball home, umﬁashlng a
bliang grouticer 1O

Ranjan was again i the
thick of action three minutes
later when he zoomed the ball
into the net with a blistering
25-metre {ree-kick that found
its way through the Wari cus-
todian's legs (2-0}.

The Tangail [footballer
proved irresistible down he
left flank. ripping through the
Wari' defence once too often
but he also had the blemish of
missing a spot-kick in the
11th minute after he was
brought down by Mansur well
inside the box. To the utter
dismay of the scarce Brothers
fans; Ranjan shot the ball
straight into Tony's lap.

However, he readily made
amends for the blunder seven

minutes later when he com- .

pleted his treble after he was
set free by medio Bhutto with g
well-measured through that
caught the Wari defence nap-
ping. All Ranjan had to do on
that occasion was to place the
ball into the net with a tap of
the left foot (3-0).

Wari Club. who beat Bro-
thers 1-0 last year, regrouped
after having conceded three
goals in very short Span. They
pressed the Brothers defence
on and on for a goal with right-
winger Makbul really giving
the defence a hard time.

But they had to wait until
the 35th minute of the pro-
ceeding when Pijush Nandi,
the Brothers right back,
hacked Makbul down in the
penalty area leaving the man in
black pointing at the dreaded
spot. Mansur kept his cool and
neatly converted the chance
(3-1).

After an exciting first ses-

SA pace pair,

mauls Leics

' ‘LEICESTER, England, July
31" €oith African pace pair
Allan Donald and Fanle de
Villlers had Leicestershire's
batsmen battling for survival on
the opening day of their
three-day match on Saturday,
reporis Reuter. -

With the pitch aiding bo-
unceé and movement. they re-
duced Leicestershire to 74 for
four by the close after South
Alrica had declared at 270 for

L}

to playing in their own half

instead of going for more.
However, PWD. who con-

ceded as many as nine goals in

.............. year-old Bombay school boy. SESTRIERE. Ita- gone on to become the only he
Rihen Mehta, set a new Aslan ly, July 31;: Uk- person to win four world titles.  has
record becoming the 19th ralne's Sergei Bubka has been criticised sport. if
indian to successfully swim Bubka beat his for raising the record just one would

TODAY'S MATCH

Sadharan Bima vs th;ka
Wanderers 5:30 (Dhaka Sta-
dium).

Young Opee slany
med a whirlwind

117 as Bangla-
desh made a
mockery of a con-
e test outplaying
Hong Kong by 263 runs to pick
their second.successive win
along the way in the interna-
tional vouth erickel tourna-
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OPEE... 117
ment in Ipoh, Malaysia yester-
day.

A faxed message received
here last night revealed,
Bangladesh batted first for the
second consecutive day to
rattle up a mind boggling total
of 335 for five wi-::kets from
their quota of fifty overs.

Although opener Biplab
once again departed cheaply.
Javed Omar Belim Golla, his
experienced pariner teamed
up with one down Opee to set

| the stage for a run feast.
Pitted up against an opposi-.

tion who had to rely on bats-

of its bowlers for break-
throughs, Golla displayed his
familiar brittle temperament
when in sight of a hundred
and returned a catch to Ro-
bertson to be dismissed for 71
made from 85 balls. -

This however could not de’
ter Opee's, who simply massa-
cred the Hong Kong bowlers to
pile 117. Fittingly no Hong
Kong bowler could
the yoeung right hander's tor-
nadic innings which ceased
when he retired after his 88-

ball blitzkrieg.

cameo innings' which paled in
the mideast of Opee's. hurri-

cane. Zakaria Imtiaz who top-
scored in Bangladesh's inaugu-
ral match compiled his sec-
ond fifty needing 38 balls for

his unconqguered 51.

Malavsia.

man's mistakes than the skills |

terminate -

There were a couple of

| Opee slaughters HK

Sports Reporter

Skipper Naimur Rahman
Durjoy scored a breezy 41 from
36 balls.

Schoefield was the only
bowler to earn a wee bit of re-
spect from the Bangladeshi
batsmen and finished his quota
of ten overs for 41 runs.

However the five wickets
that fell eluded him and
Rohan, Evans and Robertson
shared one aplece while two
batsmen relieved the suffer-
ings of the wretched Hong
Kong bowlers by opting re-
tirement.

Robertson scored a defiant
41 but the rest just came and
went as Hong Kong were all
oul for 77 in 36.1 overs, in
their turn. |

Durjoy, Sohel and opening
bowler Suman picked up a
couple of easy scalps
while Bappi,  Golla and Litu,
the man of the match in the

Papua New Guinea match
bagged one apiece.

Opee was the unguestion-

able man of the match.

In another match, Sri
Lanka, the only Test playing
country to be represented in
the meet and joint favourites
with Bangladesh, opened their
campaign with a massive seven
wicket victory against hosts

each

Record-breaker

BOMBAY. July 31: Twelve-

across the English Channel, on
Friday, reports PTI

According to information
available here, Mehta swam the
cold waters of the Channel be-
tween Dover and Cap Geis Neg
in 11.33 hours, betiering the
six-year-old record for under
13 swimmers by twe-and-hall-
hours.

indeed. it was a creditable
achievement by the student of
the Greer Lawns High Schonl
in south Bombay. especially
since he is asthmatic.

The last indian to cross the
18.2 nautical miles distance
was Bula Chaudhary of Bengal.
a butterfly-stroke specialist, in
1989.

World Cup conguest, one more
time. The Banda Mel Carnival
hand was featured, playing
their hit song about Romario.

Thomas Hassler
homeward bound

KARLSRUHE, Germany, Ju-
ly 31: International Thomas
Hassler returns to Germany on
Friday after signing for Karl-
sruhe for a c¢lub record six mi-
llion marks (3.75 million do-
llars) from Italian club AS Ro-
ma. reporis AFP.

Hassler, 28, signed a qu-
year contract for the UEFA Cup
semifinalists with an option (o
renew; club oflicial Wernfried
Veix said.

Veix added Karlsruhe had
payed “just less than six mil-
lion marks” for the transfer —
a club record.

Hassler. capped 42 times by
Germany, will be paid accord-
ing to his performances, the
club said.

Football observers believe
his annual salary will be around
one million marks (625,000
dollars). The deal nearly broke
down because of objections
from Hassler's wife, Karlsruhe
club officials revealed.

However, the couple de-

cided to settle over the border

in Alsace, France, to take ad-
vantage of the lower income
tax than in Germany.

The midfielder was bought
in' 1990 by Juventus for 14.5
millilon marks from Cologne.
He then moved o Roma,
where a first team place was
not assured next season.

i

-----

We may not have the pnﬂlege tu h-e witness to a Stoi

own world pole
vault record for a
I7th time with a yauilt of 6.14
metres at an international
athletics meeting on Sunday,
reports Reuter.

The four times world cham-
pion set the previous record of
6.13 metres two yelrl ago in
Tokyo.

Bubka mmu#d only second
place in the Goodwill Games in
St Petersberg last week but in
Sesiriere the 30-year athlete
was back al his majestic best,
first clearing ‘'5.70 metres and
then 5.90 metres with no dif-
ficulty. before taking the world
record at the first attempt.

Bubka celebrated his record
with a lap of honour in a red

centimetre a time or which
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chkov cracker but we certainly have it in

Ilingworth's surprise move

[LONDON., July 31:
West Indian-born
fast bowler Joey
Benjamin is a
surprise inclusion
in the England
squad to face South Africa in
the second Test on Thursday,
reporis AFP,

Recalled to ihe 13, riaimned

here on Sunday are controvor-
sial Middlesex spinner Phil
Tufnell and Surrey left-hander
Graham Thorpe.

Benjamin. 33, joined Surrey
in 1992 and his career took off
after four disappointing sea-
sons with Warwickshire.

He also played three sea-
sons for minor county Stafford-
shire before breaking into
county cricket at the age of 27,
Benjamin came to England a= a
child when his family left St
Kitts to settle in Birmingham.

Tufnell, meanwhile, has
been given the chance to res-
urrect a career that looked in
jeopardy earlier this summer
when the Middlesex left arm
bowler became embroiled in
domestic problems that ended
up in court after he assaulted
his former fiancee.

But chairman of selectors
Ray lllingworth $aid two weeks
ago; "Playing for England con-
cerns me more than what
happens off the field. Thirty
years ago, Tufnell might never
have played again. He can be
grateful times have changed,
but he is in a period of proba-

o

Tufnell's first championship
match this season was against
Der ire on June 30 and he
has played in just three other
first-class fixtures since then,
without conspicuous success.

Thorpe was ignored by the
selectors since looking im-
pressive during England's win-
ter tour to the Caribbean.

Of the 12 selected for

Lord's, spinners lan Salisbury
and Shaun Udal have been
omitted.

Meanwhile, fast bowling trio
Darren: Gough.

Phﬂ DeFreitas

PHIL TUFNI:.LL

and Angus Fraser have all re-
ported fit for the second Test
match.

However, all-rounder Craig
White is a serious dombt for
Headingley, having suffered a
flare-up of the sore shins that
have troubled him intermit-
tently all-season.

White. who withdrew from
Yorkshire's attack in the
county match at Durham on
Saturday, may be left out any-
way if England opt for a sixth
specialist batsman.

Gough, DeFreitas and Fraser
have been missing from their
respective counties’ latest
championship matches be-

cause of niggling injuries, but

all are expected to return for
the Sunday League. -

England's squad for the
second. Test against South
Africa at Headingley which be-
gins on Thursday, August 4:

. M A Atherton (Lancashire,
captain), A J Stewart (Surrey),
G A Gooch (Essex). J P Crawley
(Laneashire), G A Hick (Wor-
cestershire), G P Thorpe (Su-
rrey), C White (Yorkshire), S J
Rhodes (Worcestershire, wic-
ketkeeper). P A J DeFreitas
{Derbyshire), D Gough [(York-
shire), A R C Fraser (Midd-
lesex), J E Benjamin (Surreyl,
P C R Tulmnell (Middlesex].

STRATTON MO-
UNTAIN, Vt, July
31: Spain’'s Aran- .
txa Sanchez Vica-
rio and Conchita

Martinez won in
straight sets Saturday, setling

up a championship confronta-
tion between the world's seco-

| nd-and third-ranked players in

us to keep up with the novelties without the ball that go around. Handymen of the organisers

of the er Divigion football leagues (DMFA)
minute delay in the beginning of the Star Premier tie

Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

are seen fixing the goal pos
between Muktijoddha and PWD at the

t causing a 15-

the US Women's hardeourts
tournament, reports AP.

Sanchez Vicario, the top
seed, ended the hopes of fifth-
seeded Iva Majoli of Croatia 6-
3, 6-3.

Martinez, the defending
champion and seeded second,
survived a 50-minute rain de-
lay and eliminated fourth
seeded ﬁm&nda Coetzer nf
South Africa 6-4, 6-4.

They meet Sunday in the
dirs 80,000 final. The outcome
will not change their rankings.

The two Spaniards have
met six times as professionals,
the last time when Sanchez
Vicario won 6-3, 6-1 in the
French Open: She leads 5-1
overall.

Sanchez Vicario will be
seeking her fifth title this year,
inchuding the French. Martinez
has won three times. including
Wimbledon.

Sanchez Vicario started

— Star photo by Anisur Rahman 1 g iy afier playing two singles

| An all-Spanish final

matches and a doubles match
Friday because of rain delays.
But at 3-3, she took control.

She broke for a 4-3 lead
when the hard-hitting Majoli
missed on two tries for win-
ners and then missed an easy
backhand.

By the second set, Sanchez
Vicario was chasing down ev-
erything and the 16-year-old
Majoli, the 23rd-ranked player
in the world, tred to hit still
harder and began missing.

Sanchez Vicario got the
only sérvice break she needed
in the fourth game when
Majoli missed an overhead.

"Al the beginning. maybe I
was not moving so [ast after
yesterday,” Sanchez Vicario
said. "At 3-all, 1 started to feel
more comfortable, and at the
end all my shots were making
winners.”

Majoli began hitting harder.
but Sanchez Vicario called it
risky. "You can win the point,

"but sometimes you make more

errors,” she said.

Martinez kept her record
perfect at 6-0 against Coetzer,
ranked 13th in the world. She
also has not lost in 18 sets in
two years of this tournamernt.

She led 4-1 before the rain
delay, and afterward Coetzer
pulled back to 5-4.

Sport —
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1 where he defends his 200m

title.

Powell, winner at the
Goodwill Games after a war of
words with rival Carl Lewis,
would have earned an 80,000
pound car for a new world
besi.

Lewis, criticised by his
teammate after skipping the
evenit at St Petersburg. led
early on with an opening leap
of 8.68m.

Colin Jackson also boosted
British morale with a win the
1 10m hurdles.

Derrick Adkins, the 24-
year-old from Brooklynn and
reigning American champion,
won the 400m hurdles: to
notch 101h consecutive wir.

Gavaskar joins
'dirt' war

BOMBAY. July 31: Former
Indian cricket captain Sunil
Gavaskar on Sunday joined the
ball-tampering row by accusing
England skipper Michael
Atherton of resorting to unfair
tactics in the first Test against
South Africa at Lord’s, reports
Reuter.

"He was in breach of
cricket's law and since this law
also comes partly under fair
and unfair play. Michael Ather-
ton was guilty of unfair play.
Plain and simple." Gavaskar
said in the Midday newspaper
in Bombay on Sunday.

Gavaskar., Test cricket's
second highest run scorer,
also -alleged that Atherton
knew what he was doing was
wrong when he rubbed the ball

with dirt from his trouser
pocket.
“That he knew he was

wrong can be seen by the way
he did not give Peter Burge,
the match referee. the inlor-
mation that he had dirt in his
pocket. If he thought it was
okay to use dirt, why would he
suppress the information in
the first place?"

He said it was possible that
Ray INingworth, the England
chairman of selectors. may
have checked Athertons po-
ckets in the dressing room
afterwards.

“Ilingworth was a tough old
pro who knew all the tricks of
the trade ... but even he would
not have resorted to whal
Atherton did. Gavaskar said.

Gavaskar said the incident
focussed attention on the
British media. which accord-
ing to him cast aspersion of
foreign players and venerated
the English

It is obvious that they think
the English players have never
indulged in any malpractice
and are saints on the field.”
Gavaskar said.

“Well those of us who have
played against them know that
they are nat devils, but neither
are they saints by a long shot.”



