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Kashmiri militants
seek Amnesty help

SRINAGAR. July 29: Kash-

miri separatists urged Aminesly

International and other world
human rights bodies on
Thursday to help stop alleged
atrocities by Indian security
forces battling Muslim mili-
tants, Repurts AFF,

The all-party EKashmir
Freedom Conference, an um-
brella group of anti-Indian po-
litical and militant organisa-
tions, said urgent intervention
' by the London-based Amnesty
and other human rights groups
Wwas necessary.

The conference acoused
Indian security forces of com-
mitting "unabated atrocities in
Kashmir, where militant
Muslims are fighting for an
end to Indian rule over the
Himalayan lerritory.

In the wake of growing re-
pression by security forces, it
Is imperative on our part to

L

EBERIEFRLY

ask the world bodies to inter
vene.' said Moulvi Umer
Farooq, chairman of the con-
ference.

Leacders of the group met on
Thursday to condemn “state:
sponsored terrorism,” a day
after Kashmiris observed a
general strike to prolest al
ff:gt-.r! summary executions
carried out by troops.

They did not spell out -in
what way world human rights
groups could intervene. India
has refused 1o allow Amnesty
International teams to wvisil
Kashmir,

Four Muslim militants were
killed in a gun bhattle- with se-
curity forces on Thursday in
the district of Badgam. the po-
lice said. Residents. however,
charged they had been Kkilled
in cold blood and staged sireet
protests, witnesses said.

89 escape Latvian all. R T —

unted a nation-wide mmanhum Fl"llild.}i' after B9 prisoners
escaped through a hand-dug tunnel in the biggest breakout
ever in the Baltic state, AP reports from Estonia.

The prison break occurred Thursday afternoon from the
Jelgava Prison, 50 kilometers (30 miles) south of the Latvian
capital, Riga. By Friday morning. 11 of the escapees had been

recaptured, officials said,

Media reports said most of the escaped prisoners were
young. first time offenders, but some could be considered

dangerous.

“This is the biggest escape ever in Latvian his-

tory.” said Normunds Belspis, a spokesman for the Interior

Ministry.

Pohcemen shot dead in Karac]u

st four policemen were shot dead in Karachi early
T’hursdajr when their van was attacked by unidentified

assailants in the central district.

from Karachi.

police said, AFP reports

Police, army and paramilitary troops were initially unable
to reach the spot of the ambush in the Baldia area because of

the intense gunbattle. in which

also attacked.

the local police station was

Preliminary reports indicate that the police station was

surrounded and besieged by gunmen usin

sophisticated

weapons. The ambush occurred about 2 a.m (2200 gmt)
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22 more executed in China: cu..

struggling to stamp out a crime wave fuelled by economic
reforms, said yesterday it executed 22 people this week for
embezzlement, murder, robbery or drug trafficking, Reuter

reports from Beijing.

State television and newspapers gave extensive coverage to
the executions on Thursday of three businessmen accused of

siphoning off funds in southern
provinces, where frenzied economic growth

surge in white-collar crime.

Fujian and Guangdong
has brought a

Authorities in Fupian executed Zhang Jianping, 36, for em-
bezzling an estimated 2.95 million dollars from China (Fujian)
Joreign Trade Central Group. the PHIpit s Daily said.

mMa.la

aysians, including a woman, 'were executed at

and two

-ﬂ&ngapormman

dawn yesterday for drug offences. national news agerncy
Bernama reported. Reuter says from Kuala Lumpur.

Chan Roh Lim, a 67-year-old contractor from Singapore,
was hanged at the Selangor state central prison in Kajang. 30
km (19 miles) from the Malaysian capital bf Kuala &umpur.

Bernama said a court in the northern state of Kedah found
Chan guilty of trafficking 1.825.9 grams (64 ounces) of mari-
juana near the border with Thailand in August 1988

Turner’s amtlngs stolen: 1o pan.

tings by the Engll

master Wil

am Turner and a third by

German artist Caspar David Friedrich. together worth 43.5
million dollars were stolen from an art gallery in Frankfurt in

an overnight raid. police said on Friday

Frankfurt.

The two works by Turner,

. AFP reports from

“light and colour” and “shade

and darkness,” were on loan from London's Tale Gallery for
an exhibition on the 18th gentury German writer Goethe,
sald Helmut Seemann. director of the Sc¢hirm Gallery.

“THe pain

tings. insured for 70 million German marks

(43 .5 million dollars), are unsellable, ™ he said.

Israeli, 5 west Asian missions

NEW DELHI1, July 29: The
fsraeli diplomatic mission and
five olther wesl Asian nations in

i India's capital New Delhi have

come under a tight security
umbrella in view of the threat
from Muslim fundamentalists
opposed to the west Asia peace
process. police said here lo-
day. reports Xinhua.

Besides Israel, the diplo-
matic missions of Egypl,
Jordan. Palestine, Algeria and
Moroveo have been brought
under the tightened security
COYVEeT,

The security managers of
the capital are also reported
to have conducted preventive
raids on suspected hideouts of
Muslim fundamentalists here
after receiving specific intelli-
gence inputs.

Israeli embassies and con- _

sulates throughout the world
are on highest alert for French
attack after bombings against
Jewish and Israeli targets .in
London and _ Buenos Aires.
Bombers struck on Wednesday
at a Jewish target in London
for Lhe second Llime in 12
hours. The bomb injured five
people outside a Jewish fund-
rajsing organisation after a
similar bomb on Tuf:sday badly
damaged the Israeli Embassy
in London.

Reuter reports: British
Prime Minister John Major on
Thursday condemned bomb at-
tacks on Jewish targets in
London and urged the inter-
national community to fight
“terrorism,” .

In a speech to the
Conservative Middle East

Council, he said the

. outside the Israeli Embassy on
Tuesday and a Jewish fund-
raising organisation later
would not be tolerated.

Major did not link. the
bombings to any partictlar
country and he emphasised
that the attacks should not

damage Britain's relations with '

the Middle East.

“We deeply respect lIslam.
We do not regard it as a threat.
It is completely wrong to
equate the extremism of a few
in the Middle East with the
religion of Islany,” he said.

Islamic fundamentalists
determined to destroy the
Middle East peace process are
suspected in the London
bombings which followed an
attack on a Jewish synagogue

ifi Buenso Aires that kill%d
nearly 100 people.

“"We do not know what lay
behind those acts or who per-
petrated them,” Major said,
adding that those responsible

- nifust be brought to justice.

“For terrorism is the en-
emy of us all. Terrorism has
been directed at those who
seek peace and progress in the
Middle East,” he said.

“Terrorism is perpetrated
by those who refuse to abide by
the rule of law and by the
principles of a civilised society.

“We must seek out its per-
petrators and bring them to
justice. It is unacceptable for
any state to tolerate, let alone
support, terrorism. The inter-
national cmn.munjty must unltr:

agajnst it.”

Nigeria plunges

CH]E I:ﬂ:tiiﬁ Star 5

into chaos

LAGOS, Nigeria, July 29

Nigeria plunged deeper Intu

chaos Friday as a human rights
group accused police of kilYiag

.its leader, a newspaper said ri-

oters emptied out a nrison
and the biggest oil company
admitted a strike was crip-
pling husiness, reports AP.

A fifth day of unrest gripped
cities and suburbs around
Lagos, the largest city and
hotbed of opposition to the
military dictatorship of Gen.
Sani Abacha.

Polite used tear gas on
thousands of rioters who
erected street - barricades and
made bonfires of old tires in
the city of Bariga, a university
town outside Lagos.

Protesters in' nearby
Shagamu late Thursday at-
tacked a prison and freed all
200 inmates, the Lagos

. were killed and 50

Guardian newspaper said.
On Thursday, US politician
and civil rights leader Rev

" Jesse Jackson led a US dele-

gation on an unsuccessful mis-
sion to get Abacha to embrace
democracy. Meanwhile, fierce
protests erupted in Abuja, the
capital, and greater Lagos.

The Guardian reported that
one of two protesters killed in
Lagos on Thursday was Deji
{éiwn the head of the

ampaign for Democracy hu-
man rights coalition.

In Abuja, at least five people
were
wounded Thursday when po-
lice opened fire on a crowd
protesting the treason trial of
Moshood K O Abiola, the ap-
parent winner of Nigeria's an- .
nulled presidential election on
June 12, 1993,

e, il : e Tandae

vpter at Batticaloa in Sri Lanka on July 24. The region is still in mourning following ethnic.
unrest which has left thousands killed or wounded.

— AFP photo

Myanmar opposition urges

UN for mediation

BANGKOK, July 29;
Opposition to the gevernment
in Yangon called today for
United Nations special envoys
to mediate the process of dia-
logue with Lhe ruling junta in
Myanmar .

In a statement faxed to AFP
today. ®he National Coalition
Government of the Uniom of
Burma (NCGUB) said the in-
ternational community should
clearly spell out the aetion it
would take against Yangon if
reforms were not forthcoming.

The NCGUB suggested a
UN-sponsored international
semninar on Myanmar to define
"Benchmarks” to be met by
Yangon, "followed by the for-
mation of a contact group” of
influential democratic coun-
tries, including several ASEAN

members, to advise the UN
Secretary General.”

It said the contact group
should "set the mandate of UN
special envoys or special rep-
resentatives of the UN
Secretary General to mediate
in the process of dialogue and
oversee the transition to
democracy and peace in
Myanmar.

The statement warned
against underestimating the
State Law and Order
Reconstruction Council
(SLORC). the junta's official
name, saying it would
"continue to do whatever it can
to prolong its dictatorial rule.”

The NCGUB, based near the
Thai-Myanmar border, went to
great lengths to highlight what

it saw as positive aspects of the
just-ended ASEAN meetings
with international powers in
Bangkok, welcoming the
“Greater interest” they
demonstrated in Myanmar.

it made no mention of the
shift in the position of several
Western powers away from
diplomatic isolation of Yangon
and towards ASEAN's policy of
constructive engagement with
Myanmar.

it also made no direct ref-
erence to the presence of
Myanmar Foreign Minister
Ohn Gyaw at ASEAN last week
or his subsequent meetings
with some western officials,
except to say his "recent
promises” of talks with the UN
were an attempt to "mislead
the world."

‘investigation
bribes paid to the city's polices

A Rwandan ¢hild rests his head as he is too weak to stand in
line to be vaecinated at the SOS village orphanage in
Nadoshe near Goma on Thursday. Three thousand
Rwandan children are crowded in to the encampment

— AFP photo

Chinese employee
sues US embassy

BELJING, July 29: A former

confirmed that Yangs em
ployment had been termi
nated, but refused to provide a

US military self-deterrence discourages use of forces abroad

WASHINGTON, July 29:
The United states has entered
a period of military self-deter-
rence where lack of visible
threats fear of casualties
discourage any use of Americarn
forces abroad, according to a
report prepared for Congress.
says AP

Reticence of the world s
Ofily rernaining superpower Lo
comunit troops to foreign con
Bicts could have serious long-
term repercussions, wriles
Stanley Sloan. serdor specialist
in international security policy
for the Congressional Research
Service

irag. North Koreza and other
countries could be’ emboid-
ened by the perceived lack ol
threat of US retaliation. "Ower
time. the result cbuld be an
increasingly chaotic interna-

Britain opposes lifting of arms

LONDON, July 29: Britain
remains opposed to lifting an
arms embargo against Bosnia's
Serbs but would not stand in
the way of any international
consensus to end the ban,
Defence Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind said today, reports

As pressure mounts on the

world's major powers to pun-
ish the Serbs for effectively re-

jecting their latest peace plan,
Rifkind said letting arms flow
freely to the Bosnian Muslims
would prolong the civil war
rather than end it,

But he told British Broad-
casting Corporation (BBC)

Reuter.

embargotherbs

, "It is possible that there
might be an international
consensus in that direction.

"If it happened, | don't
think the United Kingdom
would change its view as to its
desirability, but if the rest of
the international community
wanted to lift the arms em-
bargo, then so be it.”

Echoing reservations voiced
on Thursday by French De-
fennice Minister Francois Leo-
tard, Rifkind saild ending the
arms embargo would make it
impossible for United Nations
peacekeepers in Bosnia to
remain impartial. They would
have to be withdrawn.

You cannot have a United
Nations force being non-parti-
san in such § country at the
same time as arms are being
supplied to one of thd combat-
ants. That would be impossi-
ble.” he said.

Rifkind said Wednesday's
attack by Bosnian Serbs on a
UN convoy outside Sarajevo
showed the danger of UN
troops being sucked into the
conflict.

"If the United Nations are
being seen as potential Largets,
then that would make the po-
sition totally different and

unacceptable,” Rifkind said.

North Ko_rean
DPM dies

TOKYO, July 29: North
Korean Deputy Prime Minister
Kang Hui-Won died aged 73 on
Thursday after a long illness,
the country's state run radio
reported today, says Reuter,

Radio Pyongyang, monij-
tored by Radiopress in Tokyo
sald, the funeral of Kang. a
member of the alternate
Politburo, would be held on
Saturday and treated as a state
funeral.

Kang Hui-Won was one of
10 Deputy Prime Ministers.

The radio said Prime
Minister Kang Song-San would
be among the members of the
-uneral committee,

Radiopress said this indi-
cated that Kang Song-San was
politically sure despite the
defection to South Korea of
fang Myong Do.

The defector claimed at a
rews conference in Seoul on
Wednesday to be the prime
minister's son-in law and said
his country had developed five
nuclear warheads. )

Pyongyang has rejected
Kang Young—Do's claims and
the United States government
said it was seeking more in-
formation from South Korea on
the defector’'s reliability.

Former Muslim MP M L A Hisbulla (in baseuall cap) gives an election leaflet to an elderly l Itallaﬂ premier"s

brother surrenders

to caurt

MILAN, July 29: The bro-
ther of Italian Prime Ministier
Silvio Berlusconi today gave
himself up te anti-corruption
magistrates who had issued a
warrant for his arrest, Rai state
radio said, reports Reuter.

It said Paolo Berlusconi had
arrived at Milan's Palace of
Justice at around 8:30 am
(0630 GMT) to turn himself
in to the city's “clean hands,”
corruption magistrates who
had sought his arrest on suspi-
cion of corruption.

His lawyer, Vittorio Virca,
confirmed that his client had
turned himself in but did not
elaborate.

Paolo. who runs the family's
building businesses, had been
sought in connection with an
into alleged

by businessmen in return for
easy treatment during investi-

gations.
Army general, 2
others killed
in Madrid blast

MADRID, July 29: A car,

bomb rocked central Madrid at
the peak of the morning rush
hour Friday, killing an army
general and two others in what
police suspected was an attack
by the Basque separatist group
ETA, reports AP.

At least 14 people were in-
jured, police said.

The explosion at Plaza
Ramales came in an area fre-
quented by tousists visiting the
royal palace and the pic-
turesque sites of the capital's
historic district.

King Juan Carlos and Queen
Sofila. who use the palace only
for ceremonial purposes. were
out of Madrid on vacation.

The general's driver, whose
name was not released. also

tional system in which coun

tries have little or no faith in
the will of the United States to
honour its international com-
mitments,” Sloan said.

Sine the 1991 Persian Gul
War. the country has become
increasingly gun-shy. as wit-
nessed by the strong epposi-
tion to American military
presence in Somalia, Bosnia,
Haiti or Rwanda, the report
Savs

A key factor, it says. is the
absence of any real and pre-
sent dangers following the end
of the Cold War. The report
also concludes that "most
Americans in the early 1980s
appeared to be suffering from
what might be called Cold War

leadership fatigue.” It singled
oul former President Bush as

an ﬂﬂ!‘plhﬂ

There's also the emphasis

on domestic issues, the na-
tion's reduced tolerance to ca-
sualties of war, diminished
trust in the United Nations
and other multilateral peace-
keeping efforts, a military
establishment leery of taking
on missions only marginal to
US vital interests and a cau-

tious Congress.

"We certainly are in amrinsu
lar mood." said Sen. Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky, rank-
ing Republican on the Senate
Appropriations subcommitiee
on foreign operations. He said
this was partly the fault of
President Clinton, saying
Clinton is consumed by his
domestic agenda and has
shown "no sense of conviction”

in foreign policy initiatives.

Sloan cited two events last
October that helped cloud
Bush's vision of a "new world
order” with the United States
in the lead. First was the
killing of 18 American soldiers
by Semali warlord gunumen on
the streets of Mogadishu. Then
came the retreat of a US
troopship confronted by an an-
gry mob when it tried to dock
irn Haiti.

Clinton subsequently an
nounced that all US troops
would be out of Somalia by
March 31 this year And in
May. he issued a directive that
put tough restrictions on US
participation in future UN
peace operations.

“The administration had
gone from UN Ambassador
Madeleine Albright's advocacy
of a US policy of ‘assertive mul-

tfateralism’' in June 1983 to .
(the directive's] policy of
stringent conditionality.” Sloan
said.
The effects of this policy
are already evident in Bosnia.
he said, where US willingness

- to put its military forces in

harm's way in Bosnia produced
questioning in Europe and
around the world about the fu-
ture US ability to lead the in
ternational community .’
Clinton has promised US
peacekeepers if peace ever
comes to that divided country
but has stressed that no
Americans wil join the cur
rent international force trying
to keep warring factions at bay.
In Rwanda. Sloan saild, crit
ics have charged that the ad-
ministration’s reluctance to
acknowledge that genocide

Sino-Taiwan talks today

TAIPEL July 29: Taiwanese
officials expressed confidence
Friday that semi-official talks

- with China would help lead to

a peace treaty between the two
former enemies. reportis AP.

The talks beginning Satur-
day are the first since China-
Taiwan relations plunged to a
new low after 24 Taiwanese
tourists® were killed on a boat
in east China in March.

China originally claimed the
tourisis were killed when the
boat eaught fire. but authorities
later executed three men for
murder after Taiwanese cries
of a cover-up.

The talks will be followed
by the visit of next week of
Tang Shubei, who will be the
first senior Chinese official to
come to Taiwan since 1949,
when the ruling Nationalists
fled to #he island after losing a
civil war to China’'s
Commurnists.

Tang is the vice chairman of
China's Association for
Relations Across the Taiwan
Straits, the semi-official body
that handless links with
Taiwan's semi-official Straits
Exchange Foundation.

Taiwan and China do not
recognise each other, so the
two sides negotiate through
these semi-official bodies.
Taiwan and China's state of
enmity only ended in 1987,

Taiwanese and Chinese rep-
resentatives have met four

times for working-level i1alks
since April last vear.

At each meeting, the two
sides on the need to
tackle problems  of common
concern, including repatriat-
ing illegal immigrants and hi
jackers, but disagreed over is-
sues of sovereignty and legal
jurisdiction.

China views Taiwan as a
renegade province and il re
fuses to recougrise the jurisdic-
tion of Taiwanese couris.

"But at a news conferer.<e
Friday, Huang Kun-huei
chairman of Taiwan's Mainland
Affairs Council. expressed cun
fidence that the falks would
"pave the wayv for the future
signing of a treaty to end Lel
ligerence between the two

ﬁuang did mneot give a

timetable Ef:-r signing a treaty

which he id | i L)
discussed TTF‘Eij' h:‘.;rn u:;

and Taiwan. He also said the
two sides first must give prior
ity to settling « l‘lﬂlldn prohblerns

Lhaf_hdi '3 11
Our- EU. talks starting
Saturday are again expected (o

discuss repatriating hijackers
and illegal irmmmidrants
as fishing dispuiies.

Sixteen mainland Chinese
have hijacked pianes to Talwan
in 12 hijackings since April
last year. Fifteen hijackers re
cetved jail termis ranging from
six to 13 years while the last
‘hijacker awaits irial.

1 vire

Off the Record

after watching

LONDON: A Jewish woman whose family died in a Naxn
concentration camp during World War 1l commiited suiride
after watching Steven Speielberg's film Schindler's List, a
psychiatrist told an inquest on Thursday. reports Reuter I

Ruzena Stanley. 75. a retired lecturer who was born in
Czechoslovakia, was found dead on May 27 at her home in
Oxford, southern England. She had left several suicide notes
before taking pills and placing a plastic bag over her head

She became clinically depressed over the loss u! her entire
family in the second World War, psychiatrist Dr Jiililan Hughes

said in a statement read at the inquest.

Her husband committed suicide 10 years ago Her lowness
of mood was perpetuated by her husband's death and mose
recently by watching the film Schindler's List, he added

Hughes had been treating Stanley for depressiwon and to

- help her overcome feelings of guilt about her family.
from Prague after the German occupation |
but her family was captured by the Nazis and died in the

Stanley escaped

Auschwitz concentration
Schindler's List the h

tale of a German Industrial-

ist who saved Jews from the holocaust won seven Oscars and

was acclaimed internationally.

The Oxford coroner recorded a verdict of suicide.

Black baby of white parents |

BEIWJING: A stunned Chinese couple has give:: birth to a
"black baby" intriguing doctors who described the case as ex-

ceedingly rare, a local newspaper rtpurl‘. seen here Thursday

said, says AFP.

The baby boy was born on July 7 in Manjing. the provincial
capital of eastern Jiangsu province, the Yangtse Evening Posi

said.

According to doctors, the baby's body was completely black
— apart from the feet and right hand side of the face.

The skin discolouration was caused by thousands of iy
black moles, the doctors said, adding that only 2] sach cases
had ever been reported in the world.

Last year, a baby boy in the southeastern provinee of Jianxi
confounded medical experts when his skin pigment changed
from normal to completely black a month after he was born

“In this workd of yellow people. it goes withoul saying thal

this 'black child' will meet pressures and obsiacles,”

paper observed at the time.

a News

Blacks are regarded by many Chmenr as inferior and vio
lent clashes between African exchange students aigd Chinese

have occurred many times.

was taking place and fulfil its
obligations under the 1948
Genocide Convention con-
tributed to the deaths of thnu
sands of civilians.

Sen. Paul Simon. speaking
at a Senate Foreign Relations
Committee hearing on
Rwanda., noted there are more
New York cab drivers killed in
a year than American Lroeps
who died in Somalia and that
Chicago police know the risks
but don't retreat yhen con-
fronted with gangs.

As the weorld

Landslide claims
14 in China

BEIJING, Julv 29: A land-
sliide In a remote area ol

| southern China killed 14 peo-

ple, but news of the disasier
did not reach the pearest town
for two days because of fleoad

ing. o AR official re
port seen In Betjing en Friday,
reports AP

The landslide tn 2 pountatn
village In Guangdong provinee
eccurred July 23 b it was



