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By Staff Correspondent

Attorney General Aminul
Haq yesterday urged all to re-
sist the enactment of any new
blasphemy law, saying that the
demand for such a law was "an
effort to send us back to the
dark ages ”

He observed that the draft
of the law devised by a “cer-
tain” guarter contradicted the
basic rights ensured by the
Constitution.

Addressing a seminar or-
ganised by the Law Review of
the Dhaka University Law De-
partinent and the Coordinating
Council for Human Rights in

. the Altorney Ge-
neral said that since religion
was essentially a matter ol
one's faith, no law could en-
sure its practice.

Pointing out that this pro-
posed blasphemy law, secking
the death sentence for anyone
convicted of blasphemy. also
contradicts the teachings of
lslam which preaches a phi-
losophy of tolerance of differ-
ent fatths.

The seminar, presided over
by the president of Law Review
Dr Mizanur Rahman, was par-
ticipated by Deputy Altorney
General Hasan Arf, Prof Anu
Muhammad. vice president of
Law Review Asif Nazrul, Hafez
Moulana Ziaul Hasan of the
Islami Biplabi Andolan, Ba-
rrister Lutfor Rahman Shah-
jahan and Advocate Ozair Fa-
Ll

Utja.n'rd Hasan Mahmud and
Savera Rahman of the Review
presented the keynote paper
onn “The Anti-democracy and
Human Rights Blasphemy Law:
A Review .~

“Those who have the least
idea about true Islam, democ-
racy and human rights, have
devised the (aw.” Aminul Hag

Describing some clauses in

ICDDR.B team
arrives in Goma

An eight-member medical
team from the Intermational
Cenire for Diarrhoeal Disease

Research. Bangladesh
(ICDDR.B] reached Goma,
Zaire on Tuesday to provide

assistance for the control of
cholera epidemic among the
Rwandan refugees, reports
UNB

Sponsored by USAID in
Washington. the team includes
experts in epidemic control,
clinical management, water
ad sanitation, and environ-
mental microbiology, says a
press release yesterday.

Head of the: Epidemic
Control Preparedness Progra-
mme of ICDDR.B Dr A K M
Siddique led the delegation.
Other members of the delega-
ttonn are: Dr M A Salam, Dr K A
H M Akram. Dr M K Biswas, Dr
R N Mazumpder, Dr M S Islam.
[br Sandra Laston and Nancy
Fronczak.

The medical team is doing
rapid assessment of the epi-
demic. and advising on strate-
gies for control and manage-
ment of the epidemic.

Businessmen
From Page 1 Col 7

They felt that the country is
being held hostage by some
political parties and this has
been affecting the investment
climate

President of the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
[ndustry (DCCI) Abdur Rob
Chowdhury. talking to The
Daily Star yesterday. said the
politicians have every right to
go for any democratic agitation
but they should also care for
the socic-economic develop-
ment of the country.

Commenting on the
Opposition agitation for
unseating the government, he
said "This is not the right
norm {to wage street agita-
tions) for the removal of a
democratically elected govern-
ment. The Opposition should

go to Parliament and seek to

change the government thro-
ugh democratic means.”

Former president of the
DCCI M Yunus said that after
the 1991 elections the country
was presented many opportu-.
nities for a quick take off to
prosperity but these could not
be seized because of the fail-
ure of the political leadérship.

"It is like & soccer
match without any goals,” he
said.

"It is clear that the audi-
ence is not getting much fun
out of this play."

Yunus said the politicians
should by now have enough
foresight to imagine the coun-
try's situation if the economy
does not grow.

"It is the youth who in the
past had compelled the politi-
cians to join the anti-au (
movement and forced them to
come to their senses.”

Mosharraf Hossain, former
president of the Bangladesh
Garments Manufacturers and
Exporters' Association
(BGMEA), said the politicians
should come L0 a consensus on
the political irritants for the
sake of the economy.

"They can very well go
ahead with processions and
rallies, but should shun fre-
quent hartals.,” he said. "Once
this becomes a culture, all gov-
ernmenis will have to face the

same problem."

[

Chapter 15 of the Bangladesh
Penal Code, Aminul Haq said,

*Only the mment can take
legal action — which is two
years in jall — against anyone
hurting religious sentiments.”

He _pointed out that Pa-
kistan followed the same penal
code but in 1991 it added the
provision of capital puni-
shment for blasphemy.

Describing briefly the his-
tory of the spread of Islam in
the world. Deputy Atterney
General Hasan Arif pointed
out, “Nobody had ever framed
a law in order to make people
follow Islam forcibly. Only Allah
can punish someone for
committing an offenee against
Islam. Human beings have no
right to interfere there.”

Hasan Arif termed the pro-
posal for a blasphemy law
"childish™ and said. "It is like
a revolver pointed at my head,
forcing me to be & Muslim. If |
have not become a practising
Muslim in the last forty years
— no lav can make a true
Muslim out of me.”

He said Pakistarf passed the
blasphemy law in 91 because
the rulers wanted to use it as a
political tool and added that
the quarter which was vocal
for a similar law in this country
had similar intentions.

Prof Anu Muhammad, de-
scribing the of such a
law, said that it could be
abused to interpret anybody's
statementc as biasphemous.

“In Pakistan. riots among

the Shia and the Sunni sects

followed the passing of the bill.
The same would happen he-
re,” Anu Muhammad warned.

He said, “The Jamaat-e-
Islami and its fundamentalist
allies themselves have differ-
ences of opinion on this issue.
They would use the law against
each other as well as against
the Ahmedias or Qadianis
against whom they have al-
ready made several attacks.”

The keynote paper high-
lighted the development of
blasphemy law in the Middle
Ages in the churches and con-
cluded that such law was used
as a.tool to control society by
the church. The paper said, in
recent years, Iran and Pa-
kistan, by adopting anti-bla-
sphemy laws, had violated the
universal declaration of human
rights.

The paper further said that
the Jamaat MPs were propos-
ing amendments to Sections
295 B and C of the Penal Code
providing for life imprison-
ment. fine or death for blas-
phemous activities.

Gunmen take 40
bus passengers
hostage in Russia

MINERALNIYE, Russia, July
28: Four masked men with
hand grenades and pistols
seized a bus with about 40 pas-
sengers in the Caucasus
Mountains of southern Russia
on Thursday afternocon, au-
thorities said. reports AP.

They were demanding 15
million American dollars and a
helicopter. said Valentin Yuda-.
kov, spokesman for the Fede-
ral Counterintelligence Ser-
vice.

Journalists to
boycott CMP

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 28: The
journalists here have decided
not to publish any news of the
Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) in protest against the
police attack on them at a rally
of the APSU on Wednesday.

The boycott will continue
until the CMP commissioner
offers an apology and takes
steps to punish the police per-
sonnel, responsible for the at-
tack on the newsmen.

The decisions came at a
meeting of the journalists at
the Chittagong Press Club.

From Page 1 Col 8

on others. But today they are
earning and marching towards
self-reliance,” Begum Zia said
while addréssing a gathering of
women of the Barisal Mohila
Sangstha at her Hare Road of-
fice last might.

Presidents and general sec-
retaries of some 45 small
women's associations of Barisal
district were present at the
function.

The Prime Minister advised
the rural women to work hard
and set up poultry and dairy
farms ‘and plant trees for
changing their lot. -

Referring to various devel-
opment programmes for wo-
men, she said the government
had introduced free education
upto Class Ten as well as
stipend for the girls to ensure
their education.

The function was also ad-
* dressed by State Minister for

Children and Women's Affairs
Sarwari Rahman, President of
the Jatiya Mohila Sangstha
.Selima Rahman MP, Mujibur
Rahman Sarwar MP, Dr Sha-
hida Rafiq, Begum Masuda
Hossain and distriet leaders
Prof Bilkis Jahan, Prof Laila
Bashir, Rezia Begum, Monwara
Begum and Nurun Nahar Balkul
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The Sampradayikata Birodhi ("hhatra Samaj, an alliance of student bodses, brought out a
procession bearing black flags in the city yesterday protesting the killings in Chittagong on.

— Star photo

Eanara Imam

foundation set up
By Staff Correspondent

The well-wishers and the
son of Jahanara Imam have
decided to form a "Shaheed
Janani Jahanara Imam Foun-
dation” to the works
of the Nirmul Committee
leader and writer.

Saif Imam Jami, son of
Jahanara, yesterday told The
Daily Star that the foundation,
which would be a non-political
organisation, would help pre-
serve some 27 books written
by Jahanara and also uphold
the ideals of the leader who
died of cancer last month.

"“The foundation will be run
from the royalties of my
mother's books™ he said.

Jami, who has settled in the
USA, decided to set up the
foundation to promote the ide-
als of the freedom fighters.

He told The Daily Star that
the foundation would also col-
lect, compile and publish the
literary works of Jahanara and
make these available to the

would also support the women
of Bangladesh in developing
their entrepreneurship since
Jahanara always spoke for
progress of women in the

try.

On Wednesday night, an 11-
member committee of the
foundation. headed by Jami,
was formed. The other mem-
bers of the committee include
Shamsul Haq Chisty, Akku
Chowdhury, Shahadat Chow-
~dhury, Habibul Alam, M A Aziz

Jami, who came to Dhaka
with the body of his mother
from the States earlier this
month, will be leaving the
country today (Friday] but
would continue to guide the
foundation from abroad, he
said. - X

About the Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee's agitation
initiated by Jahanara Imam,
Jami said, "I believe the spirit
which had been aroused by the
movement will not easily die
down."

He thanked the people for
the sympathy they have shown
to him following the death of
his mother.

Sit-in at Sylhet
called oft

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, July 28: The
indefinite sit-in organised by
the Nastik Murtad Pratirodh
Andolon here ended at 1:30
pm today after 36 hours.

The organisers of the sit-in
called off their programme on
the plea of joining the ‘long
march' tomorrow,

They also called for a day-
long hartal on August 9 to
press the demand for imme-
diate release of 24 teachers-
students of Kazirbazar and
Subhanighat Madrassahs of

Syihet.
The teachers and students
were earlier arrested on

charge of damaging the car of
Jute Minister Hannan Shah on
July 1 in Sylhet.

Teachers' demand

From Page 1 Col B

others of different depart-
ments of thé university.

In a separate statement, the
Federation of Bangladesh Uni-
Teachérs Association
denounced the killings in
Chittagong and blamed the
government as well as police
and BDR for their alleged
failure to maintain law and
order. '

The federation demanded
trial and punishment of those
‘responsible for the killings

The Bangladesh College-
University Teachers Associa-
tioh also expressed concern
over the incidents in Chitta-
gong. '

A statement issued by the
president of the organisation,
Dr M Akhtaruzzaman and gen-
eral secretary Shafijul Alam
criticised the government for
allegedly appointing the anti-
Liberation elements to the top

posts of the Education Depart-
ment.

.public at reasonable prices. IT

Hartals suicidal for
economy : Saifur

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday regretted

the hartal call on July 30, the

date for SAARC foreign minis-

tug conference, reports BSS.
at a function or-
ganised by the employees of

the Finance Division at the
conference room of the Minis-
try of Finance. the Finance
Minister described the disrup-
tive activities ltke hartal as
suicidal for economic deve-
lopment and said: "If we co-
mmit suicide, none can help
g
He said the present gov-
ernment under the leadership
of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has succeeded in
creating a smooth atmosphere
for massive economic activities
including investment during
the last three years and a half.
Dwelling on the political
activities during the last week,
the Finance Minister said such
activities in the name of har-
tals were pushing the country
towards a state of suffocation.
He said all our efforts for
improving the condition of the
people would go in vain if we
continue to resort to such dis-
ruptive and negative activities.
The function, marking the
installation ceremeny of the
office of the sub-com-
mittee of the Finance Division
under Bangladesh Secretariat

' Karmachari Sangjukta Parishad

and Eid reunion, was also ad-

- BNP reaction

From Page 1 Col 7
said.

About Tuesday's incident in
Chittagong, he said "It was the
outcome of an unholy entente.”

BNP standing committee
member and Works Minister
Rafiqul Islam Miah told The
Daily Star that a particular
party or group could not re-
move the BNP government
which’ came to power with the
people's mandate.

"“The people will decide in
the next elections who will
rule the country,” he said.
"Such one-point demands be-
tray a total disregard of Parlia-
ment and democracy.” -

He said the BNP has 174
members in Parllament while
the major opposition parties
have a total of 149 members.
"So how can they form a care-
taker government by dislodg-
ing the ruling party, " he
asked.

Rafiqul Islam said that the
Al chief was looking for a way
to go to power. "But how can
she go to power without the
people's verdict?”

The AL demand — to unseat
the BNP government on the
one hand and form a caretaker
one on the other — is self-
contradictory, the BNP leader

said. )
Koirala

From Page 1 Col 4

were still working out a strat-
egy today for the removal of
the interim premier and the
formation of a new government
to ensure free and fair elec-
tions in November.

Nepal Communist Party
(United Marxist-Leninist) Ch-
airman Mana Mohan Adhikari,
who had forged an alliance
with disgruntled NC stalwarts
against Koirala only last
weekend, said their turna-

round was "an act of betrayal
and treachery."

Students shift

From Page 1 Col 5

The meeting, presided over
by Belal Chowdhury, was at-
tended by Moinuddin Hasan
Chowdhury, Ragib Ahsan
Munna, Abdullahil Quayum,
Safjad Zahir Chandan, Ahad
Ahmed, Moshrefa Mishu,
Mozaffar Hossain Zakir, Abul
Fattah Sabuj. Md Shahidullah
and Ghosh.

The hhatra Samaj also
held a rally at the foot of the
Aparajeo Bangla statue at
Dhaka University yesterday
protesting the killing of six
persons in Chittagong last

| Tuesday.

dressed by the State Minister
for Finance, Mojibur Rahman,
Finance Secretary. Nasumu-
ddin Ahmed, and Additional
Secretary, Motahar Hossain.

Presided over by the presi-
dent of the newly elected sub
committee of the finance divi-
sion, Golam Sarwar Chow-
dhury. it was also addressed by
the secretary of Sangjukta
Parishad Syed Mohiuddin and
general secretary of the sub-
committee, Shah Alam.

The Finance Minister said
human resources development
is the basis of our all develop-
ment efforts. We can alleviate
poverty and improve the con-
dition of the people only
through human resources de-
velopment.

He pointed out that the

. present government had given

top most priority to the -
sion of education facil :
provision of health care ser-
vices, nutrition and sanitation
[acilities to all. :
Rahman said to achieve
these goals, we must make the
best use of our limited re-
sources for which a collective

- endeavour is a must.

BNP-BCL clash
at Gopalgan;:
30 injured

By Our Correspondent
GOFPALGANJ July 28: At

least 30 persons, including |

eight policemen, were injured
when supporters of the BNF
and the BCL clashed here after
the announcement of the re-
sults of a college students’
union election.

Of the injured, the condi-
tions 20 were serious. They
were admitted to the
Gopalganj Sadar Hospital.

Gias Kamal
~ stable

The condition of journalist

- Gias Kamal Chowdhury, who

was flown last night to
Singapore for treatment at
Mount Elizabeth Hospital is
stable, according to a message
received here yesterday from
the Bangladesh High Commi-
ssion in Singapore, reparts
BSS.

Gias Kamal, chief reporter
of national news agency BSS
and president of the Bangla-
desh Federal Union of
Journalists, Is going through
different investigations upon
his admission to the hospital.

Four Sharbaharamen
held in Uzirpur

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, July 28: In an
early morning raid today police
arrested four alleged Shar-
bahara party members from a
house at Ghoteshwar village
under Uzirpur thana of the
district.

Acting on a secret (ip,
Uzirpur police raided the
house where a meeting was al-
legedly taking place and ar-
rested the four, identified as
active members of the Zia
Group of the outlawed Shar-
bahara party.

Police recovered a pipegun
and two bullets from their pos-
session and also detained

. three other people present at

the meeting for interrogation.

Youngman

" From Page 1 Col 2
phone call.
Police believe the murder
was a sequel to a long-running
feud among local bullies.

Ripon, 22, son of one Sona
Mia, sat for the SS5C examina-
tions this year as an irregular
student. '

Police sent the baotly to the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) morgue for au-
topsy.

Ripon's uncle Abul Kasem
lodged a murder case with the
Ramna police but no arrest was
reported until last night.

an

NGO activities:
Allegations
refuted

The NGO Affairs Bureau has
refuted allegations that certain
non-government organfsations
(NGOs) induilged in anti-reli-
gious activities.

“We have no knowledge of
any NGO engaged In anti-reli-
gious activities anywhere in
the country,” Director General
of the NGO Affairs Bureau M A
Mannan told UNB yesterday.

“Let them come'up with
specific instances,®~ Mannan
said when his attention was
drawn to widespread allega-
tions by some religious leaders
against certain NGOs.

Sammilita Sangram Pari-
shad. a combine of Islamic
groups and parties, is organis-
ing a "Long March to Dhaka’
today with demands that in-
clude a ban on certain NGOs
for indulging in anti-religious
activities in the villages.

The NGO Affairs Bureau,
operating under the Prime
Minister's Secretariat, is em-
powered (o supervise, audit,
evaluate and approve funding
of all NGOs, most of which are
Western -aided.

Mannan said permission to
an NGO is accorded after
clearance by concerned min-
istries, ineluding the Home
and the Religious Affairs min-
istries.

Activities of all NGOs across
the country are closely moni-
tored by the local government

bodies and district administra- .

tion as well. The district ad-
ministration every month send
reports on the activities of the
NGOs to the Bureau, he added.

The Director General said
839 registered NGOs have
been operating all over the
country. Of them. registration
of 33, including 10 local and
23 foreign NGOs, have so far
been cancelled for indulging in
irregularities. But he did not
give any details.

When his attention was
drawn to a recent statement by
a senior government official,
the Director General said the
NGOs posed no threat to the
administration as the local
government bodies and. the
district administration are
closely supervising their ac-
tivities.

Additional Secretary of the
Economic Relations Division
Mohammad Shahidul Alam is
reported to have told a semi-

nar in the city earlier this

month that the NGOs, backed
strongly by the donars, posed a
serious threat to the public
admimnistration.

Alam. who headed the NGO
Affairs Bureau from May 1991
to September 1992, held a
section of the bureaucrats re-
sponsible for supporting the

NGOs for their personal gains.

Dr Kamal

From Page 1 Col 7
taneously to protest the Jamaat
chief and 'planner of ‘71 geno-
cide’ Golam Azam's plans 1o

address a public meeting, he
said but regretted that the

government had protected

Azam from the people’'s wrath.

The renowned lawyer said
the government had violated
the Constitution by misusing
the police and BDR forces to
protect ‘war criminal’ Golam
Azam and shelter the armed
terrorists of the Jamaat.

He also blamed the Jamaat

' for forming a private army in

violation of the country's
Constitution. He further al-
leged that the Jamaat had de-
cided to destroy independent
Bangladesh with the use of
unauthorised arms. and quoted
witnesses as saying that the
party was training up its armed
cadres in Cox's Bazar.

Dr Kamal asked Golam
Azam to compensate for the
killings and injuries in Chi-
ttagong which he said had all
happened because of Azam's
'wrong politics'. !

"By God. | shall realise
compensation from Golam
Azam.” the GF leader pro-
mised, saying that he would
seek help of the law.

He also warned those col-
laborating with the Jamaat in
the name of a greater struggle
for realising the demand of
elections under a caretaker
government,

Replying to a question, Dr
Kamal viewed that "sick poli-
tics” in the country had en-
couraged Golam Azam to re-
sume his anti-people and anti-
liberation politics. More peo-
ple would have to shed their
blood unless Golam Azam's pol-
itics was resisted, the com-
mented.

GF leader Major Gen (retd)
Khalilur Rahman also spoke on
the occasion '

Walima. of Abul
Hasan MP held

Begum Abu Sayeed Chow--
dhury held a walima reception
last night on the occasion of
the wedding of her eldest son
Abul Hasan Chowdhury, MP at
the Officers’ Club, reports BSS,

Abul Hasan Chowdhury, son
of former president Justice
Abu Sayeed Chowdhury, was
married to Nahid Chowdhury,
youngest daughter of Dr Mes-
bahuddin Ahmed Chowdhury

The reception was atiended
by ministers, Members of
Parliament, diplomats, judges
of the Supreme Court and High
Court, high offictals, journalists
and elite of the city.

l
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defects to South

SEOUL, July 28: A North Korean trade company official
defected to South Korea today in the latest of a series of
defections by North Koreans, Seoul's intelligence service
announced, Kim Dong-Hun, 42. smuggled himsell imto the
western port of Inchon through a third country, it sald,

reports Reuter.

10 die as police, Naga
rebels clash

GUWAHATI, India. July 28: Ten people died in a seven-
hour gunbatile today when Indian police raided a camp run by
Naga militants, police said Nine guerillas of the outlawed
National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) were killed in
the raid at the camp at Kangpokpi. eight km from Imphal,
capital of the nartheastern state of Manipur. Yeports Reuter.

Serb parliament
rejects peace plan

BELGRADE, July 28: The
self-proclaimed Bosnian Serb
parliament wound up a special
session on an international
peace plan today and said it
was sticking to its previous
pesition demanding more de-
tails, reports AFP

In a staternent, it said it was

.| willing to take part in negotia

tions with members of the
‘contact group®™ — DBritain,
France. Germany. Russia and
the United States — but had
"decided to maintain its posi-
tions” stated last week; which
were widely viewed as tanta-

SAARC FMs

} From Page | Col 8
morning

row ;
The ministers will formu-
late the agenda for the 8th
SAARC Summit to be hosted by
India by evaluating the pro-
gress achieved in various
sectors of the 10-year old re-
gional forum and the recom-
mendations of the Standing
Committée now meeting in
the capital.

The Council of Ministers
meeting will also fix the date
and other schedules of the
summit likely to be held in
New Delhl in April next year.

The meeting is expected to
work out programmes alming
at expanding the activities of
the SAARC.

The Association grouping
Bhutan, Bangladesh, India. the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka has so far identified
12 areas of cooperation. Besi-
des, it has adopted the two
conventions on checking ter-
rorism and drug trafficking.

Poverty alleviatiorr, people
to people contact, integrated
programmes of actions on
women's development and
child welfare, South Asian Pre-

ferential Trading Arrangement
(SAPTA) and outh sian

Development Fund (SDF] are
seen as vital achievements of
the forum.

Foreign Minister A 5 M
Mostafizur Rahman, who is the
current Chairman of the
Counocil. the second tier of the
SAARC, will preside over all
plenary sessions of the meet-

The Standing Committee
continued its deliberations for
the second day vesterday cor-
sidering a 20-point agenda
covering the entire gamut of
the SAARC.

Foreign Secretary M R
Osmany, the present chairper-
son of the Standing Commi-
ttee, has beern presiding over
the three-day meeting.

Director General (SAARC) at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Ashfaqur Rahman, who is the
chief coordinator of the meet-
ings, told UNB that the agenda
would be adopted today.

mount to a rejection of the
peace blueprint.

AP adds: The United States
is pressing 1ts allles for a
tougher approach to the Bos-
nian Serbs, inc an ac-
knowledgment that there is a
limit to how long they can
continue denying arms to the
Muslims

Dainik Janata
laid off

The Dainik Janata was offi-
cially declared laid off yester-
day. reports UNB.

A notice signed by its editor
Dr Muhammad Asadur Rahman
was submitted to the Director
of Labour, the Deputy of
Commissioner of Dhaka and
the officers-in-charge of the
Motijheel and Tejgaon thanas.

The notice said the man-
agement of the Bengali daily
was compelled to declare layoff
in all divisions — editorial.
news, reporting and proof —.as
the situation had gone beyond
control following the firing of
some journalists earlier last
week.

The layoff will continue
from July 28 to August 3 and
all employees of the newspa-

_per will get their payments as

per rule.

Leather

From Page 1 Col 7
can take this opportunity for
promoting export of leather to
these countries. he said.

The minister said that the
_government was considering
imposition of ban on the ex-
port of crust and finished
leather to encourage produc-
tion more leather goods in the
country. :

Emphasising the need for
‘prioritising the export goods',
Mahbubur Rahman said
the potential of the leather
sector, earning from export of
leather and leather goods is
still insignificant. All efforts
should be made to develop this
potential sector and increase
the export earning, he said.

He suggested increasing the
incentives for exporters of
leather products. The expor-/
ters of wet-blue leather should
be given assistance for expor-
ting finished leather.

Abdur Rob Chowdhury said
the quality of leather products
and finished leather has to be
improved. Training progra-
mmes should be organised for
the tanners to hetp them pro-
duce quality leather, he added.

Dr Karam Ali of a UNDP-
sponsored leather and leather
goods expansion project and
Syed Nasim Manzur, Director
of Apex Tannery Group, pre-
sented papers at two working
sessions of the seminar.,
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