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STANBUL, a city imme-

nsely rich in tradition

and history, has evoked
admiring comments from
many but one of the most
beautiful is from a poet of the
Middle Ages who described it
as a city surrounded by ‘a
garland of waters'. For that is
what makes Istanbul the
unique city that it is.

To get a feel for the city, it
is not possible from flat ground
for the city is built on seven
hills. To comprehend the spe-
cial features of Istanbul and
even to find one's way about it,
it is highly recommended to
get on top of one of those hills
[and nnwadays skyscrapers)
and survey the breathtaking
beauty. Spread in front is the
beautiful Bosphorus, whose one
end leads into the Black Sea
and the other end more inti-
mately entangled with the city
proper into the Marmara Sea
and a little arm called the
Golden Horn. The bustling life
is around the Golden Horn,
with Pera on one side and
Eminonu. Sirkeci and the old
historical places on the other.

Little bit of History

Historians tell us that Byzas,
the legendary founder of
Byzantium, established a
colony in. 667 BC and this
would become in later years
Constantinople and today's
Istanbul. The city was taken by
the Persian Emperor Darius in
512 BC and Philip of Macedon
in 340 BC and Alexander the
Great in 334 BC. The next im-
portant event, which is truly
the beginning of present-day
Istanbul is the capture of the
city by Roman Emperor
Constantine, who personally
traced the limits of the city in
326 AD.

While Constantinople was
rising on the European shore,
at the same time a charming
suburb across the water in Asia
called Scutari| (Uskudar in
Turkish) was being built. The
original name at the time of its
founding in 686 BC was
Chrysopolis (the city of gold).
now it is called Kadikoy (the
village of the judge]. The end
of the Byzantine Empire came
on May 29, 1453, when the
Ottoman Mehmet Il conquered
Istanbul. Thus began the
Ottoman Empire, which was to
last till the end of World War |
when the Ottoman Empire,
along with Germany, was de-
feated by allied forces. Istanbul
became an occupied city till it
was retaken by the vietorious
forces of AtaTurk in 1922 '

The earliest monuments
that can be seen all over
Istanbul today date back from
the Roman period, when
Constantinople became the
capital of the East Roman
Empire. The magnificent
Cathedral Hagia Sophia. stand-
ing on a hill across the Golden
Horn, has stood there since
537 AD the time of Emperor
Justinian. In 1453, following
his conquest of Constantinople.

People and Places

Istanbul street sccene

Mehmet went to the church
and offered prayers. The
church was later embellished
with four minarets, a mihrab
and glant golden letters on the
wall in Arabic — Allah and
Muhammad.

Roman, Byzantine and
Ottoman history nestle side by
side in that vast square with
the Topkapi Saray of the
Ottomans, the Blue Mosque,
the obelisk from pharaonic
Egypt and the superb gate of
Istanbul University dating back
to the days of the Ottoman
Empire. To reach that area you
have to cross the Galata Bridge
and you are face 10 face with
Misir Carsi (Egyptian market),
famous for its s . The door
takes you inside a domed mar-
ket which was founded by
Fatih and which has not
changed much in 550 years.

An amazing variety of tradi-
tional goods like beautiful gold
and silver work right down to
the latest electronic goods are
available.

A visit to the Mosque of
Hazrat Ayub Ansari is essential
for he was a member of the
first' Arab siege of Istanbul back
in 674 AD. On the European
shore of Istanbul are located
such beautiful palaces as
Dolmabahce of the 19th cen-
tury and Yildiz, in the midst of

a lovely garden. }
Pera Palas

| came to Istanbul as the
head of the Pakistan Embassy
information office in 1953. My
office was located in 5isli in a
wooden building, which be-

Fatih [the conqueror] Sultan

A bird s eye view of Istanid

longed to Ottoman Prime

Minister Huseyin Hilmi Pasha.
Across our office was a small
two-story building, where

- AtaTurk had once stayed. It

had been turned into a mu-

seum, with personal objects of
AtaTurk. There were the big
hotels — Pera Palas and Park
Hotel; Pera Palas was by far the
more prestigious. Pera Palas
celebrated its centenary two
years ago and is proud of the
galaxy of its guests like
AtaTurk. Reza Shaha Pahlavi,

Sharif Ali Haydar Amir of
Makkah, World War | spy Mata
Hari, actress Greta Garbo and
former

First Lady Jackie

Kennedy. The hotel a Agatha
Christie room where she wrote
her famous novel "Murder on
the Orient Express". The Pera
district. which is also known
as Beyoglu and where most of
the consulate generals were
located and which used to be
the hub of the entertainment
district;, has not changed
much. Although large avenues
have been pushed through,
Balik Pazar [fish market), with
a few old restaurants, dre
there. The tramway existed 40
years ago and has made a
reappearance.

The third oldest and tiniest

Where the continents meet: Bosphorus Bridge.

HE history of the Indian
I Civil Service is of fairly
long standing. It started
from the year 1800 when the
Calcutta Fort William College
was established at the Sec-
retariat bufldings. Calcutta by
Governor General Lord Well-
esly. The college was estab-
lished with the intention of
increasing the efficiency of the
newly appointed 1.C.S. officers
through whom the Brii'sh
wanted to govern India.
The teachers of the college

included eminent personalities

like Dr Cary, Mr Colebrook, an
ex-President of the Asiatic
Society, Iswar Chandra Vidya,
sagar, among others. In addi-
tion to Arabic, Persian, San-
skrit, Greek and Latin lan-
guages the students had to
read many other subjects in-
cluding politics, economics,
history, geography. chemistry,
astrology. biology, botany etc.
The civilians were saved from
this ordeal after Governor
General Dalhousie abolished
this College on January 24,
1854

Initially the members of the
Civil Service used to come
from England after being suc-
cessful in the Indian Civil
Service examinations held
there. Satyendra Nath Tagore,
son of Devendra Nath Tagore
and an elder brother of
Rabindra Nath Tagore was the
first Indian civilian.

It was Mr Hume, a retired
Secretary to the Govt of India,
who thought of forming an all
indian association consisting of
prominent leaders from differ-
ent provinces, who could bring
to the notice of the Indian

ment the grievances of
Indians. He thought that such a
representative body would
have considerable bargaining
power and would be able to
remove the misunderstanding
between the rulers and the
ruled.

The first meeting of the as-
sociation was held at Poona
with WC Banerjee Bar-at-law
of Caleutta as President, My
Hume was careful in avoiding
the leaders ltke Surendra Nath
Banerjee and politicians of his
group who were not in the
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Two Facades of Istanbul, Europeanhand Asian

. by Arshad Uz-Zaman

(700 meter-long) underground
called Tunel is.still there
although the city has been dug
up for a real underground
which will be in operation
soon. Roads were narrow, par-
ticularly the ones along the
Bosphorus, which was beauti-
fully tree lined,

Bosphorus was always
cooler compared to the city
and a stop at Emirgan for tea
was a must. Wealthy people
had their villas on the water.

Fish restaurants on the
Bosphorus including Canli
Balik (live fish) were a delight.

The . Sultan Ahmed Mosques, its interior.

Now the roads have been

widened and Bosphorus Yalis
have lost their status. Western
embassies had superb summer
residences on the Bosphorus
but are no longer used due to
prohibitive icosts.

l

In summer [ used to spend
weekends with friends in
Uskudar, g¢rossing the Mara-
mara Sea by ferry. Uskudar had
remained the cute suburb’ of
nearly 2000 years ago. With

the beautiful Bosphorus bridge
of 1973, a qualitative change
came about in Istanbul. The
Asian side ceased to be a quiet
suburb but has become another
city. Thus there are in reality
two Istanbuls. Forty years ago
Istanbul had barely one mil-
lion; now the guestimate is 10
million. The Asian side does
not have much history to talk
about but has a relatively afflu-
ent population with beautiful
villas along the Maramara Sea.

Istanbul, the garland of wa-
ters, lost its place as the
Imperial City with the found-
ing of the Republic. During my
40-year association with this
city, the most profound change
js that now it is a tale of two
cities. For the residents of
Kadikoy live differently, dress
differently and have a different
outlook toward life than those
on the European side. Bagdad
Caddesi (Avenue) is not
Beyoglu but has beautiful
shops. restaurants and young
men and women who stroll to-
gether on balmy summer days.

After the fall of the Empire.
Istanbul regained its luster
The collapse of the Soviet
Union brought about another
dramatic change. If you walk
the streets of Beyoglu or the
Sirkeci distrigt you will hear a
bewildering variety of Turkish
from Central Asia and mon
goloid faces from Kazakhstan
as you will meet Bosnians and
Kosovans. [n this vast humarn
movement Istanbul once again
has emerged not the lmperial
city of old but the confluence
that makes it the garland of
waters.

Side-walk (left) and open-air restaurants. I

The Muslim ICS Officers of Bengal

by A R Mamun

good book of the government.
However. in the second meet-
ing held at Calcutta. Surendra
Nath Banerjee and other
politicians joined this associa-
tion whose name was changed

to All India National Congress.

The congress adopted a
resolution that the 1.C.5 exam-
ination should be held simul-
taneously in India and England
and the age limit for appearing
at the examination should be
increased. This was acceded to
by the Govt. of India and the
number of Indian civilians
started to Increase gradually,
who proved themselves to be
equally and sometimes more
competent than their English

E‘ﬂunttrpﬂrtl

In Bengal., however, large
number of Hindu students not
only competed in the 1.C.S ex-
amination but a number of
them including Ramesh Chan-
dra Dutta, Annada Shankar
Roy, Debesh Chandra Das,
Hironmoy Banerjee, Ashoke
Mitra etc. distinguished them-
selves In the field of literature
also. Annada Shankar Roy has
just completed his ninetieth
year recently but is still pro-
minently active in the pursuit
of creative literature.

« Unfortunately, no Bengalee
Muslim could co Petc in the
1.C.S examination “and in the
mid-twenties of last century,
the government decided to
nominate three Muslims as
[.C.S. officers. They were AF M
Mujibuf Rahman, K. G Mor-
shed and Nurunnabi Chow-
dhury, A F M Mujibur Rahman
broke the record of Sir
Ashutosh Mukherjee in the M
A Mathematics examinations of
the Caleutta University Sir
Ashutosh Mukherjee who was a
member of the Selection
Board, introduced A F M
Mujibur Rahman to the Board
saying, “This is the boy who
broke my record”. After this
there was no difficulty aboul
his selection though he was a

bit short irn stature. A F M
Mujibur Rahman had an ambi-
tion to become a Wrangler bul
he could not refuse the post of
an | C S Officer when it was of-
fered to him. K G Morshed also
had a good academic career
and was a very handsome
youngman with lot of personal-
ity. Nurunnabi Chowdhury also
served in the Territorial
Forces before he joined the
Provincial Civil Service.

Mujibur Rahman served in
the judicial branch and was a
District Judge of Dhaka also for
about two years: When he was
being considered for promo
tion as a Judge of the Calcutta
High Court he suddenly died of
heart fatlure at the age of 48
before partition of India. K G
Morshed left for England at
the time of partition and set
tled there. Nurunnabi Chow
dhury was the seniormost
among the ICS officers who
came to East Pakistan after
partition of India but was
posted as Divisional Commi
ssioner of Rajshahi and Aziz
Ahined. who was much junior
to him, was appointed as the
Chief Secretary of East Pakis
tan. Nurunnabi Chowdhury is
sill remembered by people for
his lifelgng pursuit of the
programme for uplift of the
rural masses of the then Easl
Pakistan

Akhtaruzzaman, a nephew
of Professor Humayun Kabir
was the only Bengalee Muslim
who joined the Indian Civil
Service through open competi
tion in 1939. Among the stu
dents of the Calcutta Presi
dency College who graduated
in 1936. three competed in
the Indian Civil Service -
Akhtaruzzaman, Ashoke Mitra
and Shudhendujyoti Majum
der in the B A Honours
examination Akhtaruzzaman
stood first class first in history
and also secured the highesi
marks among the honours
students of different subjects
Ashoke Mitra stood first class

first in English hut appeared in
the ICS examination wilh
history and Shudhendujyolo
Majumder stood first class
second 4n philosophy.

As it is difficult to gather
more details about the three
nominated Muslim I C S offi-
cers at such a distance of time,
1 shall briefly discuss about
Akhtaruzzaman who was my
batchmate in the Presidency
College and also lived with me
at the Y M C A students hosiel
at 62, Keshab Sen 5treet,
Calcutta for two years. in two
rooms on the same floor, This
hostel for the undergraduates
had all the facilities for indoor

and outdoor games and had

the unigue distinction of win-
ning Bengal championship in
basketball continuously for six-
teen years from 1917 to 1933.
Perhaps Akhtaruzaman was the
only hosteler who did not take
part in any outdoor games.

Akhtaruzzaman came from
Bikrampur of the former
Dhaka district, the brithplace
of many as Bengalee scholar of
international fame. His failier
Mr Abdul Majid was a Deputy
Magistrate and Deputy Collec-
tor and died at a premature

age

He had a brother and two
younger sisters. During his stay
in the Y M C A hostel he is=d
1o leave the hostel for a month
or two and live with his ma-
ternal uncle Professor Huma-
yun Kabir at his Ahiripukur
Lane residence

%

Professor Humayun Kabir
was a professor of both English
and Philosophy in the Calcutla
University and he was my
teacher in the fifth year only
and joined politics in the next
year

Professor Kabir became a
Joint Advisor and then Advisor
o the Govt of India. He finally
became the Minister [for
Education and earned a good
name for himself as such. He

wrote a number of books on
education including the future
educational policy of India and
received doctorate from six
foreign universities. However,
he was suddenly removed from
the Cabinet when Lal Bahadur
Shastri became the Prime
Minister of India for a short
time. Towards the end of his
life Pfofessor Kabir had to live
perhaps a frustrated life.

A brief reference to Prof.
Humayun Kabir in this article
is relevant because it is gener-
ally presumed that at the time
of partition of India Akhta-
ruzzaman opted for India at
the instance ol Professor Kabir.

However, it did not take him
long to understand the difle-
rence between the position of
an | C S officer in India under
the British regime and a
Muslim | C S officer in pre-
dominantly Hindu India. He
was never given any important
charge. When he was holding
the post of chairman, Gas and
Mineral Oils, he finally decided
to resign and settle in Eng-
land. Probably the two main
considerations for taking such
a decision were that he was a
bachelor and according to the
terms and conditions of his
service, which were accepted
by the Govt. of India at the
time of partition. he was’
entitled to get pension in for-

eign exchange.

The Calcutta University
could mot award the presti
gious Ishan Schelarship to
Akhtaruzzaman. though e se-
cured the highest marks
among the honours students in
1936. Like Bankim Chandra
Gold Medal, Ishan Scholarship
was also a communal award for
which Muslim studenis were
not eligible. The Govt. of India
also readily accepted the letter
of resignation of Akhtarpzza-
man but refused to allow him

pension in foreign exchange.

Though it was one of the lerms
of his service already accepted

at the time of partition by the
govt. of India. Akhtaruzzaman
filed a suit against the govern

ment and when the govern
ment felt that the verdict ol
the court might go in ftavour of

Akhteruzzaman, they got a
resolution passed in the
Bidhan Parishad that the Gowvt
of India would not allow any
Govt. officer to draw pension
in foreign currency
Akhtaruzzaman lived the |ite
of a retired officer in Calcutta
on his modest pension and
later on shifted to New Delhi
on grounds of health e used
to visit his sisters, their hus
bands and children once a
year. | happened to meet hiQi
once at the Dhanmondi resi
dence of his brother in law
Badaruddin Ahmed, a retired
Additional Secretarv. Ministry
of Finance. govt of Bangladesh
Akhtaruzzaman was nol ex
pl!'ﬂtd to retain his lean and
H[:'q)elﬂln{‘r with a rather
preoccupied look of his college
days. but in his advanced vears
l‘uli:]‘uﬂ grew out of all recogni
!
He came to Phaka tor the

last time in 1962 and lived
with his only living sister and
her husband Badaruddin

Ahmed. On going back to
Calcwita he met with a street
accident and died after two
weeks of intense suffering on
May 20, 1992 Thus ended the
frustrated life of perhaps the
brightest Muslim student the
Calcutta University cver pro
duced.

The govt of India retained
the administrative structure of
the British without changing it
for a long time but could not
maintain its reputation for
fairness and integrity. Most ol
the officers. specially in ad

ative jobs, could not

that "Mr. Clean’ look

of the English administrative
officers. The secular govern
ment of India also meted out
the same treatment to Pro
fessor Humayun Kabir and to
his nephew Akhtaruzzaman lor
to serve in that country!

In case of Akhtaruzzaman no

‘word is strong enough to
condemn the action of the
Govt of India.



