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Serbs detain 2
UN officials,

d woman

SARAJEVO, July 27: Bos-
nian Serb lorces have detained
two UN aid officials and a Mus-
lim woman in eastern Bosnia,
an spokesman Major Dacre
Holloway said late Tuesday,
reports AFFP.

A man and woman working

for the office of the UN High "

Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), accompanied by the
Muslim woman. were stopped
at a eheckpoint in Serb-held
town of Visegrad, some 30
kilometers (18 miles) north-
west of the besieged Muslim
pocket of Gorazde, Holloway
said,

The Muslim woman is a
civilian who is not working for

the UNHCR, and apparently
her presence was Lhe reason
why the Serbs stopped the

group.

The trio are currently being
held at a barracks in Visegrad
where Holloway said they were
still 'stuck’ late Tuesday,
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in Gorazde, children.

BLAEERY

ghanistan has set October 23 to elect a new government
ll:ade.-rshlp for the war-ravaged country, the official Kabul
Radio said on Tuesday, Reuter reports from Islamabad.

It said the conference in the Western city of Herat, also
attended by embattled President Burhanuddin Rabbani, de-
cided on Monday to hold a traditional loya jirga — or grand
assembly — on October 23 to “elect the country's leader
ship.”

'?‘he broadcast, monitored in Islamabad. did not explain
whether the grand assembly. likely to be held in the capital
Kabul, would elect only a president or a prime minister as
well.

Carlos under house arrest : vene

uela’'s Supreme Court on Tuesday ordered former President
Carlos Andrew Perez freed from jail and placed under house
arrest pending trial on corruption charges, the court said,
AFP reports from Caracas.

Carlos, who is 72, look advantage of a law thal allows de-
fendants older than 70 fo await trial al home. Carlos is ex-
pecied to move Tuesday to the home of his wife Blanca De
Perez. ?

His Interior Minister and cell mate, 69-year-old Alejandro
Tnzaguirre, was also released, The two were ordered impris-
sned on May 18 in connection with an alleged diversion of
1 7.2 million dollars in funds from a secrel state account.

Yemen lifts ove t curfew: .

Yemeni government on Tuesday lifted the overnight curfew
which came into effect more than two months ago because of
the civil war, the Interior Ministry said. AFP reports from
Sanaa.

“The curfew has been lifted because the reasons which
caused it have been removed. the minisiry said guoted by the
official news agency Saba.

The war ended on July 7 whcn Northern forces loyal to
President Al Abdallah Saleh defeated a southern bid at seces-
sion; Curfews were imposed at the start of the conflict In

early May.

Date for Aristide’s return 5«:)111&]3jl .

Ousted Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide said
that a “date certain” must be set for his return to Haiti and
for the departure of the de facto military leaders of lht

Caribbean nation. Reuter reports from Port Au Prince.

“The wait for democracy musi not endure any longer ™
Aristide said in a statement released in Washington. "A date
certain for my return and for the departure of coup leaders
must be set in order w0 sustain the hope of the nation that

democracy will be restored.”
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US welcomes Russian decision:
President Clinton on Tuesday welcomed Russian President
Borts Yeltsin's pledge to withdraw troops from Estonia. de-
scribing it as part of “"the vibratjons of peace.” flowing from
the lsrael-Jordan agreements, AFP reportis from Washington.

“As you know. this has been one of the principal objectives
of American policy. so that now for the first time since the
end of World War |1, on the last day of August there will be no
more Russian troops in Germany or anywhere in Eastern
Europe.” Clinton said,
- Chlinton, flanked by Jordan's King Hussein and Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, spoke during a White House
press conference for Lthe Middie East leaders.

New govt in Gambia named :
Gambia's new President Lieutenant Yayah Jammeh reopened
* the West African country's borders and atrport on Tuesday
and named a government drawn equally from soldiers and
civilians. Reuter reports from Banjul.

“1 would like to inform just now the news conference that
the borders. airport and seaport open today.” he told re-

Jammeh said that for 30 years Gambia had suffered from
injustice and corruption and foreign aid had benefitted only a
few. He promised a commission of inquiry into past corrup-

62 killed i ish vi
62 in Turkish violence: ra,
one Kurdish rebels and 11 Turkish soldiers have been killed
80 far this werk in clashes between Turkish troops and
separatist Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) in the southeast of
the country. officials said Tuesday, AFP reports from Ankara.

The fighting took place in the Hakari, Simak, Bitlis and
Diyabkir regions. according to the police authorities in the
latter region.

More than 400 people — soldiers, policemen. rebels and
civilians — have been killed in the region this month,

o an AFFP count based on official igures, and more

than 13.650 people have died since the PKK launched its
rebellion in August | 984

Heavy fighting
in Tajikistan:
12 troops die

DUSHANBE.

JERUSALEM. July 27: Des-

pite stunning breakthroughs
with Jordan and the Pales-

tinians in the past year. a spate
of attacks on Jewish and lsrae-
li targets around the world
underscored for lsraelis that
peace is not quite at hand,
reports AP

Jordan's King Hussein and
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Pﬂlmemﬂn stand guard nut..side a schuul in New Delh1 on Wednesday, as EEClll'lt}" h-as heen
The aid workers are based | stepped up for Elﬂhﬂ-ﬂl children in the Indian capital following the murder of two kidnapped

— AFP photo

LONDON, July 27: Pakistan
is abusing blasphemy laws to
cover up its persecution of re-
ligious minorities and non-
conformist Muslims, the
human rights watchdog
Amnesty International charged
here today, reports AFP.

In a report titled "Pakistan:
Use and.abuse of the blas-
phemy law.," Amnesty said
those who fell foul of the law
face death.

"One human rights violation

after another is piled upon the

victims," the report said.

"It starts with aa',rl:'.tlt.rﬂ.r_v..7 ar-
rest, continues in blatantly un-
fair trial, and results in ill
treatment in jail and harass-
ment or assassination by citi-
zens upon release.

"And if the person is con-
victed, the travesty ends in an
execution by the state, it said,
as death is the only sentence
for those convicted of blas-
phemy.

Christians and non-ortho-
dox Muslims have. been the

blasphemy law'

most frequent targets for blas-
phemy prnmuuunn Amnesty

It cited the case of a 13-
year-old Christian boy, Salamat
Masih, who was arrested for
scrawling blasphemous werds
on the walls of a mosque,

when in fact he is illiterate.
Muslim clergymen put

pressure on judges by inter-
rupting court proceedings to
demand that the defendant be
hanged, the report said.

In April 1994, Hafez Faruk
Sajjad was stoned to death in
the town of Gujranwala after it

“was broadcast over the town

mosque's public address sys-
temm that a Christian had
burned a copy of the Koran,
Amnesty said.

Sajjad. a Muslim. was
hauled out of jail, stoned and
burned while he was probably
still alive, and his body was
dragged around town from the
back of a motorbike, all on the
mistdken impression that he
was a Christian.
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Wonder of Nature

KUWAIT: The birth of a baby girl with four arms has drawn
hundreds of curious si@tueeheru to the dismay of her family,
Kuwait's Arab Times said on Tuesday. reports Reuter.

Othman Eid, a Somali, said his family and neighbours were
constantly hounded by hundreds of people who came 1o look
at his daughter Amina, born on July 7 in Farwaniya Hospital.

Doctors are studying whether Amina should undergo
surgery, the English-language newspaper, which published a
picture of the baby, said.

Amina suffers chest problems and her right eye is larger
than her left.

Court decision next week likely

KATHMANDU. July 27:
Nepal faces a constitutional
showdown with the Supreme

Court to hear -arguments on

whether the dissolution of par-
liament earlier this month was
legal, reports AFP.

The court's decision., ex-
pected possibly as early as next
week, could have dire conse-
quences for caretaker Prime
Minister Giriia Prasad Koirala,
who advised the King to dis-
solve parliament after his gov-
ernment programme were de-
feated in the House of Repre-
sentatives,

Madhav Dutta Bhatta. the
registrar of the Nepalese
Supreme Court, said a petition

filed by members of the former

parliament seeing reinstate-
ment of the body would be ex-
amined next week for a quick
Aecision

In their petition, Ganesh
Pandit of the Nepal Communist

Dissolution of Nepali parliament

Party (United Marxist and
Leninist) and Hari Prasad
Nepal from the ruling Nepali
Congress said that an elected
prime minister does not have
the power to advise the King
to dissolve parliament, a
Supreme Court officials said.

Koirala is expected to argue
his case with the best lawyers
from the Attorney General's
office. They will try to get the
petition thrown out on ground
that an elected Prime Minister
has every right to give counsel
to the King to dissolve parlia-
ment and call the mid-term

polis.

Nepal's best lawyers are ex-
pected to defend the writ peti-
tion and seek the reinstate-
ment of the pariament, which
was dissolved July 10

A panel of between five tn
sever Yydges, headed Ly the
Chief u. stice Biswonath Upad-

hyaya. who headed the Consti-
tution Drafting Commission,
will make the decision, a first
in Nepal's struggling democra-

Cy.

"We have yet to see the
verdict of the Supreme Court
on the writ petition but if it
were decided correctly as per
the legal and constitutional
provisions, it would avert the
chaotic political situation and

a bloodbath in Nepal,” one le-
gal expert said. !
Meanwhile. 36 Nepali

Congress dissident ex-MPs and
82 NCP (UML) ex-MPs are col-
lecting signatures for a peti-
tion to the King requesting the

reinstatement of parliament in
order to maintain democratic

norms and conventions, a
Nepali Congress source said.
The application by the 118
members of the dissolved par-
lfament would make it easier

for the King to tackle the cur-
rent political problems ol the
country, according to these in
favour of such a move.

King Birendra of Nepal has
also demanded a written ex-
planation from Koirala regard-
ing the volatile political situa-
tion threatening to spin the
country into chaos.

A royal palace source said
that ‘according to the constitu-
tion, when the King seeks
such advice from the Prime
Minister, the leader must in-
form the King on the current
siate of the country's affairs
including political, social and
seourity maltters.

King Birendra has also
sought advice from the Siate
Council — the roval advisory
body - on to how to relax the
tense political crisis which
arose after the disscolution of
parliament. said the source.

Muslim, Tamil groups to hold
balance in Lankan polls

BATTICALOA: July 27: On
the front line of Sri Lanka's
ethnic war, campaigning is
feverish for next month's na-
tional election. Loudspeakers
blare from mosques seeking
votes for Muslim party. Tamils

canvas door-to-door for their

won parties. reports AP.
More than ever before, the

minorities who dominate this
east coast region believe -that
they may hold the decisive bal-
ance between the two big
Sinhalese blocs when voting
ends August 16.

"“The seats captured by
Tamil and Muslim groups will
matter in the event of a hung
parliament, which Is very

at Colombo University,

Campaigners here have a
common theme: The Sinhalese
have not done enough to end
the 11l-year-old ethnic war
that has cost more than
33.000 lives.

Tamils are 18 per cent of
this island’'s 17 million people.
and Muslims comprise 7 per
cent.

In Batticaloa. vans and cars
decorated with colourful ban-
ners and party flags race
through the streets. Party
symbols and names have- been
painted in white on roads.
while posters with pictures of
candidates appear even in re-

mote villages.

lence by the LTTE,

In the north and east, 31 of
parliament's 225 seats are at
stake. which could provide a
powerful platform for the mi-
norities to address their
grievances.

After 17 years in power. the
governing United National
Party (UNP) is facing its most
serious challenge from the
People's Alliance, a coalition of
opposition groups led by the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party.

President Dingiri Banda
Wijetunga is seen as indecisive
on how to end the war with
Tamil guerillas. The alliance's
rising star, Chandrika Kuma-
ratunga, is seen as a ‘ray of

likely,” said Bertram Bastia- As the campaign gains mo- hope' by both the minority
mpillai, @ professor of Politicse mentum. residents fear vio- communities.
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The wreck of the mbumb that expindod sarly on Wadmullyu nnhmmmth-d-hﬂ- in

front of the London offices of Jewish and Israeli organisations in North Finchly, North
London. The bomb injured five people, mﬂyhomlﬁ-rlpuwﬂfulmbnmhmh&d Israeli
embassy building in central London on Tuesday.

— AFP photo

Ghali won’t support
observer status

for Taiwan at UN

UNITED NATIONS, July 27
Secretary-General DBoutros
Boutros-Ghali will not support
observer status at the United
Nations for Taiwan., his spok-
esman said Tuesday. reports
AP.

China % strongly opposing
any effort to give observer sta-
tus to Taiwan. which was
ousted from the United
Nations in 1971 in favour of
the Beijing government. Up to
then, Taiwan had held the
Chinese seat and had veto
power on the Security Council
as a permanent member.

Beijing' considers Taiwan an

any U.N discussion on the is-
sues represents an infringe-
ment on China’s sovereignty

“U.N observer status in the
General Assembly is a function
of the General Assembly and
the secretary-general is not
going to recommend that

under any circumsiances,”
Sills said.

Forest fires force
3000 to flee
homes in Canada

VANCOUVER, July 27: More
than 3,000 people were forced
to flee their homes on Tuesday
as forest fires raged out of con-
trol in Canada's westernmost
province, reports Reuter

Between 3.000 and 4,000
rural residents were evacuated
around the resort community
Penticton in the Okanagan val-
ley of southeaster British Colu-
mbia about 240 miles. (385
km) west of Vancouver. offi-
clals said.

Sweltering weather has
made the rugged interior of
the province tinder-dry. More
high t atures and wind
were forecast for Tuesday.

The blaze near Penticton is
the biggest of nenrljr 170 in

| the province

A suitable entry perhaps for next vears Roval Ascor fa

shionr stakes,

this Turkish-flavoured,

see-through fa

shion item worn by Dunja was presented by a |urkish
designer at a fashion trade fair in Dusseidorf on Tuesduy
The bustier and striking millinery worn by Dunja are in

cotton.

.. AFP photo

Great minds at Rockefeller
Varsity caught in mystery

NEW YORK: The great minds at Rockefeller

Vniversity

work mainly to unlock the mysteries of science and medicine
Bul now they're caught in an another mystery: Who is the [«
tential killer among them? reports AP

During one week in early June, someone spiked tlie coffee
with a potentially lethal chemical, turned on values releas ng
deadly gas. set a fire and made anonymous death threars 1o
two scientists. All of the incidents took place in the school s
15th-floor lab, which is headed by wnr[d renowried sciepirs

Robert Roeder.

After June 10. the incidents stopped. No one. incliding

the threatened scientists.
Carvalho, was serfously hurt.

Luz Matsumote and Magda

+ University employees have declined to discuss the matt=r
saying they were advised to kkep quiet.
Police believe the culprit is a scientist engaged i the Tahs
lrighly competitive genetic research.

The person is smart and apparently insanely jealous of the
integral part of China and says | women's work, said a police source who spoke on condition

of anonymity.

"This is not the work of a janitor."

work of a mad scientist.”

the source said "I’ s the

Rao suggests early

elections

NEW DELHI, July 27: Indian
Prime Minister P V Narasimha

_Rao said on Tuesday that gen-

eral elections scheduled for
June 1996 will be brought
forward and asked party mem-
bers to prepare for early polls,
reporis Reuter.

“Parlilament completes [ive
years in June [1996) but he
said elections will be held

¢ some four months before.” rul-

ing Congress Party spokesman
Chandulal Chandrakar told re-
porters after Rao delivered an

address to party deputies.

India’'s mst general election
was held during May and June
of 1991 Chandrakar said Rao
had suggested the earlier date
because of high temperatures
during these months.

Rao, who heads the Congre-
ss Party as president, urged
the deputies (o also prepare
for crutial state assembly
elections later this year.

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin capped their dramatic
pledge of friendship Tuesday
with condemnation of terrorist
attacks, saying they threaten
the march to peace in the
Middle East

Rabin's adviser on terror-
fem, Yigal Preszler, on
Wednesday urged international
cooperation 'o stop the vio-
enee. “The world must wake
up.” he said. " the world
unites__. | think we can put an

end Lo these artacks ™

Yet another bombing
Wednesday in London raised
fears that groups opposed to
the budding peace process
mr stepping up their L

car bomb

ndr a bullding housing J:wilh
organisations in North London
just after midnight, injuring
the five people. Hours earlier,
a car bomb heavily damaged
the israell Embassy in the city,
injuring 14.

No ene {::Iumed responsi-
bility for etther bombing. but
Rabin blamed the emmbassy at-
tack on Islamic extremists.

Also Tuesday. the death toll
from a July 18 explosion that
demolished a Jewish coinmu-
nity center in Argentina rose
to 95 And autherities in
Panama said a bomb caused

“the July 19 crash of a com-
muter plane which killed all
2] people aboard, including 12
Jews,

An anti-lsraell group in
Lebanon indirectly claimed re-
sponsibility for both of those
bombings. :

Viclence alse continued in
the Mideast on Tuesday:

— A Palestinian working for
the israeli police was shot and
killed in the West Bank. The
assailants were believed to be
Palestinian gunmen.

— An lsraeli soldier killed
by the radical Hezbollah group
in Lebanon Monday was laid to
rest. lsraell troops fanned out

of their “security zome™ In
southern Lebanon to search for
the guerillas

Rabin called on lhl" world
to fight what he termed an in-

termnational Iranian-backed ter-
rorist petwork.

“1 have no doubt that ex-
iremist Islamic terroriam...
will try to Increase its activity
in order to threaten those who
support and make peace.”
Rabin said.

Hussein alse condemned
the attacks as having “nothing
to do with Islam. nothing -Hh

my religlon.”

Still. the viclence did nﬂ
completely dampen the
euphoria accompanying the

end of Jordanian-israell
ity.

As if to show that peace is
really on the way. Husasein
granted lsrael Television a
short but ice-breaking inter-
view

“This is a unigue day In my

life, a day one has dreamed
about, hoped for, for all our
peoples and for their future, ™
the Jordanian king said. his

cyes :
Israeli lawmakers shared
his emotion.
"t is bie not to feel

it in the depthof our hearts. |
" sald Ran Cohen of the
left -wing Meretz party.
Addressing Congress jointly
with Rabin., Hussein declared:
“The state of war between
Jordan and Israel is over.”
"How God It feels to hear
those words again.” marvelled
Ehud Yaari, lsrael Televialon's
norn 1y impassive conumenta-
or
Evi'nt the [sraeli opposition,
generally skeptical of Rabin’s
peace policies, was mcved,
"“We are all hilpp", tu s

“After that parloarrent
elections would not bve 131 The
people are locking 1iv the
Congress as they dont think

any other party worth consil
ering,” a party siatemern
gquoted Rao as saving

Rao also strongly siuipported

electoral reforms. 1 am en
tirely in agreemeni with the
glection commission 1o sStOp
malpractices.” he wis juoted
AS .

India’s Chie! FElection

Commisséoner T N Seshan has
been leading a campaigr los
state fundimg ol polls with
strong administrative mea
sures (o reduce vole rigging

crime and corruption
Rao also announced 4 vigor

ous drive to enroll new mem
bers to the Congress Party
Chandrakar said Parliament'
and state-level deputies will
kick off the drive on August Y
which will cover 50 000 vil

lages mltlilly he said

real willingness of an . Arab
couniry to accept the exis-
tence of the state of lsrael and
to accept it as a legitimate part
ol the Middle East.” sald
Tsachi Hanegbi of the right-
wing Likud.

| Attacks on Jewish, Israeli targets mar high hopes for peace| Khmers oppos

military aid
to Cambodia

BANGEKOK. July 27 Khmer
Rouge guerillas said tixday (hey
had the right v seek forewn
military add to protect their

provisional goveriuuent againsi

As Hussein spoke in | atlack, reports AFV
Washington, Jordanian ship- Nominal Khmer Rougr lea
ping executives were in | der Khiew Samphan in a
Jerusalem to discuss usi guerilla radio broadcast moni
Israel's teranean ports in Bangkok rged the

United States, France Aust
I'I.“-l and 'certain other coun
to halt miitary

'ﬁ:rt Irll no indication

from whom the Khmer Rouge
intended to seek military as
sistance. Thelr former backers

Ashdod nnﬂ Haifa. 1srael radio
said.

In newly autonomous Gaza,
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat
welcomed the peacemaking.
But PLO officials also veiced
concern that lsrael's -
role” for

tion ol “"a special were parties to the 1991 Paris
Jordan in .lerusalem could | peace accords which said
undermine their own future | there should be no further aid
claims 1o the city ' 10 the Cambedian factions

abd to



