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PW-1 tells court

Corruption case against

i

Ershad not aimed at
stopping JP activities

The: government has net-
ther hrought cerruption case
against de President
Hussain 1ad Ershad.
nor had illegélly locked the
House No 104 im the Road 3,
Dhanmondi Residential Area to
stop the political activities ol
Jatiya Party, the Special
Judge's Court tryving the
former president in JP Office
Case was told yesierday. re-
ports BSS.

Karttk Chandra Das, prose-
culion witness PW-1 in the
Special Case No 50 of 1993
(hetter known as the JP Office
Case) in response (o a sugges-
tion fram defence said it is not
true that the preseni govern
ment brought this corruption
case against Ershad to. humili-
ate him pelitically. During
Cross examination by
Khandaker Mahbub Hossain,
chief delence counsel of
Ershad, Das, who is the inlor-
mant and investigating oflicer
in this case. said il was nol
true that the house in question
was put under dock and key to
stop the activities of Jatiya
Party.

Das. an officer of the Bureau
of Anti-Corruption. was exam-
ined vesterday as an informant
and will be croas examined at a
later stage. defence lawyers
said.

Two prosecution witnesses
were examined yesterday. But
the examination of the second
one remained incomplete
when the court was adjourned
till August 16.

Former Prestdent Ershad
and tweo others including a
former minister was indicted
early this year on charges of
abusing their official positions
in spending government
money amounting to about Tk
82 lakh for renovating and re-
furbishing an abandoned house
which was used as the Jatiya
Party office till the first week
of December 1990. Former
Works minister Mostafa Jamal
Haider and former acting
works secretary Abdur Rouf
are the co-accused in this case.

Jinat Ara. the First
Additional District and
Sessions Judge, was the pre-
siding judge. '

Shahid Uddin Ahmed,
Superintendent Engineer,
Housing ~ and Settlement
Directorate, is the PW-2 in the
case wha was partially exam-

ined yesterday.
In response
query Das said the former
president supervised the reno-
vation and refurbishing work of
the house done at govern-

ment's expense. PW-1 in reply
mentioned

to aneother guery

that he did not find any in-
struction or signature of
Ershad in any document or
paper seized in relation to the
house. He further said that es-
timate, tender and works
order for the renovation and
refurbishing of the house were
executed by government em-
ployees, but none were named
in the first information report.
Ershad was the lone accused
in this case as mentioned in
the FIR. he added.

Das, who was also examined
by Yusuf Hossain Humayun,
defence counsel of former
works minister Mostafa Jamal
Haider, said he was aware that
both the Awami League and
BNP have their offices in aban-
doned houses in the capital.

" He replied in the negative

when asked whether there was
any mention of Haider's name
in any that ©had been in-
vestigated before lodging the
FIR. He remained silent when
asked whether there was any
prima facie case against
Haider. t

When asked by T M Akbar,
defence counsel of Rouf, the
PW-1 said the accused's
(Rouf's) name was not there in
the FIR ... Since the prelimi-
nary investigation had no
mention of Roufs name. FIR
did not contain that name, Das
told the court.

Prosecution witness no 2
Shahiduddin Ahmed during
cross examination informed
the court that departmental
proceedings were drawn
against him for not violating
rules, but for spending excess
money for renovation and re-
furbishing the house in ques-’
tion. He said design. estimate
and other works for the house
were duly processed and ap-
proved by the officials con-
cerned and stressed that funds
were properly spent.

When asked whether renc-
vation and refurbishing had
helped raise the valuation of
the house. the PW-2 answered
in the affirmative. He, Tow-
ever, said what ure was
followed in doing so has to be

looked into.

to defence |
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From Page 1 Col 8

Secretary B P Trikalaratne,
Nepalese Foreign Secretary
Kedar Bhakta and Indian
Additional Foreign Secretary
Dev Mukherjee, who formed
the Standing Committee,
arrived in thé city yesterday
for the meeting.

Bangladesh Foreign Secre-
tary M R Osmany, chairman of
the Standing Committee, the
third tier of SAARC, will pre-
side over the meeting.

Meanwhile, the Program-
ming Committee, the fourth
tier of SAARC, in its meeting
yesterday made up recom-
mendations on action pro-
gramme to be submitted to the
Standing Committee.

It proposed calendar of ac-
tivities for the “Standing
Committee's approval.

The programming commit-
tee also took stock of the pre-
sent status of efforts for the
establishment of the SAARC
‘Regional Fund (SRF). The
SAARC Audio Visual Exchange
(SAVE) programme was also

The committee also exam-
ined the budget of the SAARC
Secretariat for 1994 and pro-
posed budget estimatés for
1995.

The programming commit-
tee submitted specific recom-
mendations for consideration
by the standing committee.

Warrants of arrest
against Taslima,
two others -
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From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, July 26: Chhatak
Thana ‘Magistrate, Mohammad
Ali has issued warrant of ar-
rests ggainst writer Taslima
Nasreen and two others in a

case filed against them nine
maonths ago,

Vice president of ChRatak
thana unit of Khalefat Majlish,
Moulana Abdul Hafiz filed a
case against Taslima. Mujibur
Rahman Khoka and Samar
Majumder — writer, publishers
and printers of a book 'Jabo Na
Keno Jabo'— on charge of
hurting the religious senti-
ments of the people and
threatening the sovereignty of
Bangladesh on November 1,
1993.

4 killed in Ctg
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and APSU have blamed each
other for the incident and
called half-day hartal here
Thursday.
" Police picked up 18 per-
sons from the spot. :

Earlier, several hundred
APSU supporters at a rally at
Bipani Bitan crossing have de-
manded trial of Golam Azam
and other 'war criminals'.

The rally presided over by
Mofizur Rahman, president of
Chhatra. League city unit, de-
cided that APSU supporters
would march to Laldighi

maidart to hold its scheduled
meeting simultaneously. but
they could not reach thiere as
they were intercepted by po-
lice.

Lintnediately after the po-
lice intervention, the attack
with bombs and gunfires
started.

It lasted one hour and a hall
till the Jamaat meeting ended
at 6.30 pm.

« The APSU had earlier called
a dawn tp dusk hartal here to-
day but it was nol a success
except in the Bipani Bitan area.
Life was as usual in all*other
areas - of the city despite a
tense situation. Vehicles plied
and shops and offices re-
mained open.

‘In a jeint statement in
Dhaka, Ja t leaders Abbas
Ali Khan and Matiur Rahman
Nizami, condemned the
‘attack’ on the public meeting
of Jamaat in Chittagong in
which,; they claimed, two
| Jamaat workers and one Shibir
worker were killed. They de-
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manded immediate arrest of
‘the attackers,

Jamaat has also decided to
hold a protest rally Wednesday
in the capital near the Baitul
Mukarram Mosque at 5:30 pm
and observe a prayer day in

Chittagong on Friday.

'SAARC Russian troops to leave |
Estonia by Aug31 |
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MOSCOW. July 26: The
presidents of Russia and Esto-
nia signed an agreement Tues-
day calling for the withdrawal
of Russian troops from the
Baltic republic by August 31,
President Boris Yeltsin told
the ITAR-Tass news agency,

AP.

Yeltsin and Estonian Presi-
dent Lennart Meri also agreed
at a Kremlin meeting on so-
cial guarantees for Russian mil-

itary pensioners equal to those -

given Estonian citizens, the
report said. :

The troop withdrawal and
social guarantees were the key
sticking points in relations be-
tween the two former Soviet
republics. Estonia was the only
one of the three former Baltic
republics that had not reached

t with Russia on re-
moving the ex-Soviet troops.

Yeltsin called the negotia-
tions ‘rather difficult.” ITAR-

Dr Kamal
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committee will inform the
people of its proceedings over
racdio and television. All actions
of the body will be aimed at
making Parliament meaningful.

Asked if the proposed
committee will induct MPs
from the Jatlya Party and Ja-
maat. Dr Kamal evaded a direct
answer. "The government and
the Opposition will decide it."

In a writien statement, he
said the country was heading
towards a complex political
crisis in the wake of aggressive
activities of communal and
fundamentalist forces and the
continued boycott of Parlia-
ment. % _

Gano Forum, said the party
president, believes that there
is no alternative to democracy
and parliamentary system of
government. |

Asked if he demands im-
mediate resignation of the
government for "protecting
Golam Azam's meeting” by the
BDR and police in Chittagong.
Dr Kamal said the "role of gov-
ernment in very con-
demnable." He also questioned
the role of pro-liberation par-
ties on the issue,

The press conference was
also attended by Pankaj Bhat-
“tacharya, Zahirul Islam and M
Shamsuddoha MP.

Tass said.

Russia has delayed remo-
ving about 2,000 Russian tro-
ops still stationed in Estonia.
saying Estonia was discri-
minating against ethnic Ru-
ssian residents.

Estonia denies discriminat-
ing against its minorities and
has accused Moscow of con-
cocting such charges to score
points with Russian national-
ists. )

Moscow Initially promised
to withdraw its troops by Aug
31 but then abandoned the
deadline because of the hu-
man-rights allegations.

ivan Rybkin, Speaker of
Russia's Et!::t Duma, had told
reporters Tuesday he backed
Yeltsin's order to suspend the
troop withdrawal “because
human rights are violated™ in
Estonia.

"Tens ﬂf-thﬁlﬂundn of pen-
sioners who have been lelt 1o

themselves there are not get ®

ting pensions, are not getting
citizenship, are not getling
elementary observance of hu-
man rights.” Rybkin said.

ALWC
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sions ol thana units of the
party.

LUNB adds: In a resolution,
the  ALCWC said BNP had
shared seats with Jamaat fol-
lowing meeting with Golam
Azam, both before and after
the last parliamentary elec-
tions, and assumed power with
Jamaat's official support.

The Jamaat-Shibir axis be-
ing directly supported by the

« government has been attacking

pro-liberation forces across
the country, the resolution al
leged.

The resolution demanded .

resignation of what it said the
corrupt, terrorist and vote-da-
coit BNP government for res-
toration of the wvalues of
liberation war, trial of the
killers of 1971 and 75, and
ensuring people's right to vote
and fuod.

The ALCWC called for fixing

the official purchase price of

jute at Tk 500 per maund
against the existing Tk. 250.

Body to pro
Faridpur incident

FARIDPUR, July 26 The
government has formed a
three member commitiee (0-
day to probe into the Suanday's
incident at Faridpur General
Hospital by some students of
the Rajendra University
College. reports UNB.

The enquiry 'commitiee
headed by ADC (generall Al
Akbar Chowdhury will submnit
its report within the next 15
days. Other members of the
committee are: Abdus Sattar -a

first class magistirate, Ruhul

Amin. ASP [Sadar Circle)

On Sunday, some students
of the Rajendra College. ran-
sacked the Faridpur General
Hospital and residences of the
Civil Surgeon, Resident
Medical Officer and some
other medical officers.

The students waged the at-
tack at the death of Nirod
Biswas, a.teacher of college,
who was admitted there when
he béecame seriously sick on

“Blasphemy law
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sented the key-note speech at
the seminar.

Dweiling on the of
biasphemy . Barrister Ish-
tiaq said, it was a European
concept of the middie ages.

The demand for such a law
is a conspiracy against the
Constitution and the n-
dence of the and also
against the people who had
fought for Bangladesh. Barris-
ter Ishtiaq said adding an
identified quarter was raising
the demand for blasphemy law.

He, however, said it was not
an issue or subject related to
law or religion but a political
e

"So it has to be faced polit-
ically.” Ishtiaq added.

He spoke of the need for
unity to save the country from
present volatile situation.

Justice KM Sobhan in his
speech said the blasphemy law
is unconstitutional. &
The major political parties
BNP, Awami League, Ja-
maat-e-Islami and Jatiya Party

— are involved in political

game, Justice Sobhan alleged
and added the Jamaat and the

Jatiya Party were winning in
this game.

He urged the people to re-
sist the fundamentalists so-

cially and politically.

Ali Zaker., a noted theatre

personality, underiined the
need for organising the people
for resisting the communal
forces.

Mamunur Rashid critisized

the political parties supporting
the demand for enactment of
blasphemy law. .

Golam Azam -
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for a consensus among Lhe
leaders of all pelitical parties
to consolidate democracy and
ensure development
country.
establish the rule of
Quran and Sunnah to bring
about economic emancipation
of the people,” he added.

of the
“Jamaat wants (o
Holy

Presided over by Principal

Moulana Abu Taher, Ameer of
city Jamaat, the meeting was
also addressed by other party
leaders.

{ Ambassador
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DAMASCUS. July 26

Damascus si
H - R I-I
Svria s government remained mum

bt

Tuesday after Jordan and Israel declared an end to war,
a break with tradition Syrians were allowed o watch

on
accord

TV. Syria's state-controiled television departed rom its long-
standing ban on showing Israeli leaders and broadcast
Monday's White House ceremony live, incluading Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's speeches i English and Hebrew,

lfm[l AF. .
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Netherlands keen to develop
trade links with Bangladesh
and expressed his. hope that
with the opening of the KLM
flights the trade links between

the two countries would be-
- come stronger '

The 8 to 10 per eent anruzal
growth in passenger traffic has
led the two government and
{he tweo national carriers —
KLM and Biman — to open
talks in these regard Dutch
H Gajentaan
played a key role in signing a
liberal bilateral agreement

with the Bangladesh govern- -

ment and Biman enabling KLM
to start the >

The KLM is currently the
8th largest carrier in the
world. Its ecoeperation with

| Nerthwest Airlines. however,

makes it the third lasgest alr-
lines in the world serving over
380 destinations in Bl coun-
tries. -

Steller said. the KLM had
been active in Bangladesh
since 1960 when it opened its
first sales office. Although it
remained as an 'off-line’ car-
rier, the airline was commit-
ted to this market and had
developed ties with Biman
Bangladesh Airlines resulting
in commercial and technical
cooperation. Biman has been

Benazir abolishes
'speedy courts'

ISLAMABAD, July 26: Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto on
Tuesday abolished special
courts established by her con
servative predecessor Lo mete
out guick justice, reports AP

The one-judge courts came
to be known as "speedy courts’
because of their mandate to
‘rush through serious cases,
including murder and extor-
tion,

Students rally

From Page | Cal 4

Our DMCH Correspondent
says. student leader Rupom
and a pedestrian Abu Alim, 55,
were admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

The Chhaira Samaj claimed
that six other students — Juli,
Koli, Ayon. Kafil, Nazrul and
Farhad— were also injured in
the incident

Earlier, a group of students
damaged a number vehicles
around the Press Club area,

The student leaders al the
protest rally alleged that the
administration in Chittagong
was backing the Jamaat-Shibir
activists.

The rally was addressed by
Belal Chowdhury and
Abdullahil Quayum,

the Railway,”

KIM to start flight

operaling to Amsterdam,
KLM's home base since 1978
and is currently eperating two
WM}! fights there,

The KLM. which has an an-
hual turnover of about US 8§

billion dollars will alsp expand

its present office in Dhaka and
apen sales offices
Chittagong and Sylhet.
"We have a long-term vision
unlike other airlines
mmunediate profit. We come
stay. We shall net

ther the
International Airport and the
Biman Bangladesh Airlines.

. Railway'
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<ary

But, according to relevamt
sources, the process of settle-
ment of the cases - still re-
mains too- slow. In a recent
high-level commitiee meeting.
209 cases of West Zone were
taken up for consideration. Of
those 50 were discussed
while only 14 were settled.
Sindlarly, in another meeting
for East Zone, 239 cases were
placed of which enly 31 could
be settled.

Observers maintain that
more committees or task
forces having special powers
should be constituted to clear
the outstanding audit cases.
"ITmmediate settlement of out-
standing audit cases is essen-
tial for better functioning of
said an expert.

As the cases of pre-
liberation period. the€ Railway
authorities say it is really diffi-
cult to settle these old issues
as necessary documents and
records were not available,

"Even, in many cases, per-
sons involved were missing or
dead. but the cases exist,
they said mentioning that a
case of only Taka, 117
recorded in 1957 still remains
inn the list as unsettied.

*

The Public Accounts
Comimittee, at a meeting in
fiscal 1978-79, advised the

guvernment to take a lenient
view about the cases of pre-lib-
eration period. No steps were,
however, taken in this regard.

The committee, at another
meeting in 1990, expressed
the view that the rules of busi-
ness regarding the Railway
should be reviewed for bring-
ing aboutl more discipline in
the seclor, :

Attackers of NGOs
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the government leaders to
send a "powerful message” in
support of NGO activities.

The participants at the
meeting included Home
Secretary Azimuddin Ahmed,
Secretary at the Prime
Minister's Secretariat Dr.
Kamal Siddiqui, Director
General of the NGO Affairs
Bureau. Managing Director of
Grameen Bank Prof Md Yunus,
SM AL-Hussaini of Proshikha
and Khushi Kabir, chairperson
of ADAB.

The NGO representatives
atl the meeting agreed that the
incidents of attacks on NGOs
have spread across the country
during the past few months
while the earlier incidents
mostly remained localised.

They added that the attacks
are a "well-orchestrated and
politically motivated campaign”
designed to sabotage:the de-
velopment process.

"Earlier, o tion to NGO
activities remained localised
but now the attacks are being

instigated at a national level -

and that is what concerns
us.” Prof Yunus said.

SM AL-Hussaini pointed out
that the attacks were in-
stigated by vested quarters
whose influeneé was being
eroded by the increased con-
seiousness and empowerment
of the poor and wemen in the

The main problem, Dr
Kamal Siddiqui said, is that a
conservative section of the ru-

ral society is refusing to accept

the independence of women
through credit empowerment
and female education. "The at-
tacks are a last ditch efiort of
this dying class which exploits
women." ' _

“The Prime Minister's office

has already instructed the law
enforcement dgencies to take
stern measures against such
attackers,” Siddiqui noted.

The Home Secretary sug-
gested that specific cases of
attack should be forwarded to
the ministry by the NGO
Affairs Bureau and gave the as-
surance of appropriate action
against the wrong-doers.

He added that the thana-
level police and government
officers could alse be involved
in persuasive efforts against
the attacks at the local level.

Terming the attacks as a
reaction against rural trans-
formation, the ADAB chairper-
son urged the government to
issue a strong statement sup-
porting the NGOs as develop-
ment partners, :

The participants at the
meeting agreed that a massive
campaign  highlighting the

work of the NGOs should be
‘launched

immediately - to
counteract the "repulsive and
superstitious" activities of a
section of people issuing reli-
gious decrees. -

The Financé Minister as-

sured the NGO representatives

that the government is com-
mitted to maintain a congenial
atmosphere for them to carry
out their development work
undisturbed and uninter-

rupted.

He, however, said the gov-
ernment would not allow any
NGO activity which hurts the
cultural and religious feelings
of the people.

The meeting was also par-
ticipated by representatives of
BRAC, Caritas, Fivdb. Seouth
Asian Partnership, Women for
Women. Concerned Women for
Family Planning, ASA and Palli
Karma Shahayak Foundation.
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