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than ever belore and playving its role sig-
nificantly. We hope to keep it up in the
years to come. :

I am very

much disheartened by

the world

United Nations (UN).

much pleased
Bangladesh Council for Democracy is
Observing its 7th founding anniversary.
When | formed this organization, the re-
sponse was very poor from the resource
persons whom | contacted.
the situation. Due
to the encouragement of the world body
and their effective cooperation we could
withstand the situation. Now | am- prnud
to tell that we are the members of the
Executive Committee of the world body.
sh is now one of the chapters of
league for freedom and
Democracy (WLFD). WLFED is an NGO and
enjoys the status of an observer atl the
The activity of
WLFD is spread-over in 99 countries. They
organize seminars/workshop in different
parts of the world. Frem Bangladesh we
perticipated in those programmes very
effectively. In the last concluded seminars
held in Bangkok, the role of Bangladesh
was extremely prominent. Bangladesh led
a - six-member delegation there. The sta-
tus of Bangladesh chapter is equivalent to
an NGO run purely on voluntary bisis.
Bangladesh chapter is now more stronger

that

I was very

President

F MP

Bangladesh Council

Bangladesh Council for
Democracy (BCD) started its
{ journey . from 1988 with aims
and objectives to support and
build up democratic institu-
tions. -

Its world body — World
League for Freedom and
Democracy (WLFD) — extended
its moral support to the anti-
autocracy movement against
Ershad regime in 1990. The
world body provided relief/afd
for the victims of devastating

cyclone in 1991 whith killed
abeut 1.40,000 people and left
thousands others injured and
homeless.

Bangladesh is one of the 99
member countries of the world
body. For the past two years
the BCD hods an executive
post of the body,
deemed to be a recognition of
BCD's good performance. _

Besides holding regular
meetings and seminars, the
Bangladesh chapter attended

which’

12 international and regional
conferences held every, year in
different member countries.

Currently the BCD has 30
members including 11 in the
executive committee.

Alter its installation the
present government has re-
moved restriction on visit to
Taiwan: It has been highly ap-
preciated by the world body.

Abdul Quium Miah
Secretary, BCD

for Democracy. ‘,
‘ Secretary’s Report _
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_Equality

A Canadian Perspective

. by Hon Gabrial Desjardins
Member of Parliamént, Canada
(Read out in an International Amdemf.c Sympnsium held

in Taipei)

am both pleased and ho-

nored to be a represen-

tative from Canada at the
"1993 World Freedom Day In-
ternational Academic S}rm—
posium.”

Today, 1 would like to speak
about freedom and democracy
in a Canadian perspective.

_ As a Canadian, | am free,
free to speak without fear, free
to worship God in my own way,
free to stand for what 1 think
right, free to oppose what I be-
lieve wrong, free to choose those
who shall govern my country.

Regular, free and fair elec-
tions are a central element in
democracies. In my country,
elections must be held every five

wears. Parliament, however, can

be dissolved by the prime min-
ister at any time. Also, the gov-
ernment can be defeated in the
House of Commons, in which

. case an election is called.

. A national policy of multicu-
turalism applies to all the vari-

-ous ethnic cultures, as well as

to those of British and French
descent. English and French.
however, are recognized as the
two official languages of
Canada.

The _
Rights and Freedoms" was en-
trenched when Canada repatri-
ated its constitution in 1982, It
guarantees fundamental free-
doms: freedom of conscience
and religion: freedom of
thought, belief, opinion and ex-
pression, including freedom of
thepress; freedom of peaceful
assembly; and freedom of asso-
ctation. .Democratic rights,
such as the right 10 vole of be a
candidate, mobility and
legal rights are guaranteed.
rights guarantee
against discrimination under
the law because of race, na-
tional or ethnic origin, color, re-
ligion, sex, age or mental or

physical disability.

Canada esteems the United
Nations, its record and its po-
tential. Our commitment to the
principles of the Charter and to
international cooperation is no
fashionable pose. For four
decades, it has been a motive

force of our Forﬂgn policy.

‘As a matter of fact, Lester B
pearson, a former prime inis-
ter, won the Nobel peace prize
in 1957 for his efforts in creai-

ing a UN peacekeeping. force

during the Suez Crisis of 1556.

Canada promotes respect for
human rights through such
means as the N Commission
on Human Rights, the 1990

‘World Summit for Children, at

which the co-chalrman was
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney,

| and the UN commission on the

Status of Women.

Also, the Imternational
Center for Human Rights and
Democratic Development was
inaugurated in 1990. It is a
public body established by an
act of the pariament of Canada.
and Is located in Montreal. The
centerprovided “teehnical assis-
tance and financial support to
frontline activities that oppose

or help prevent human rights
violations and that encourage

democratic development.”

Iincluded among these ac-

tivities are the struggle against
bonded labor, the promotion of

the right to a fair and equitable
trial, the protection of freedom
of the press and the observation
of elections. Particular empha-
sis is placed on programmes
that target indigenous people,
women, childrer! and the poor.

. Canada, through the
Canadian International
Development Agency, disbursed
$ 111 million in humanitarian
assistance in 1990-91, In Asia,
there are nine major recipients
of Canadian government-to-
government assistance.
Bangladesh, China, India,
indonesia, Nepal, Thailand,
Pakistan, the Philippines and

Canada is committed to
global democratization and the
pretectior of human rights, In a
speech at the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting
in Harare. Zimbabwe in 1991,
Prime Minister Mulroney said
that with the spread of democ-

"Canadian Charter of

racy, the ‘prospects for peace
and economic progress have

. probably never been greater."

_Canada has supported the
democracies emerging in
Eastern Europe following the
collapse of the Soviet Union. In
a recent speech, Prime Minister
Mulroney salid "from
Vancouver to Vilnius and
Vladivostok. people are ircreas-
ingly deciding who will govern

them and how. Rarely in history |

has there been such a victory
for an idea..... the idea of

democracy. The task the workd's

denmcratsl faee now is to secure
that victory and to ensure that

it is neither hollow nor short-
Hved." :

The govermments of many
countries are changing dramat-
ically- in the Soviet Union. in
Eastern Europe, in South
Africa, in Central America, in
Mexico, and in Latin America at
large. New societjes and new
institutions are being built.
Oppressive and repressive gov-
ernments have fallen and in
their wake have risen demo-
cratic, responsive and represen-

tational governments.

Ultimately, of course, it is
the peoples and governments, of
the countries. who will make
democracy and the epen market
work; this is as true in Easter
Europe as it is in ‘Canada.

- However, as we move inexorably

to a global economy and a
global market, the formercom-
munist countries who are now
embracing dernocracy need ovur
help in their historic struggles.

Bangkok Declaration 1992

We the participants in the Asian Pacific league for Freedom and Democracy,
having gathered in Bangkok from the seventh to the tenth of November in the
year of Nineteen Ninety Two to exchange views on.matters of common
interest to the people in our region, hereby declare:

- That we unanimously support all ideas, actions which promote freedom and
democracy for the people and societies in our region.

. Within our region, each country should develop mutual trade, exchange of
technologies, improvement of the environment, telecommunications, safety
of life in the air, sea and on the land as well as providing assistance to
refugees from areas of conflict, war and natural disaster.
_ We believe in upgrading education for our people, granting scholarships to
students to study in other countries, facilitating academic exchange and
ultlmate establishment at a suitable site of an APLFD University, where the
students of the region can study together and learn that peace can be reached
through knowledge and a better understanding of one and other and that all
disagreements can be resolved through peaceful means.

To further encourage the realization of these objectives, means should be
found and:carried out to help each member organization achieve self-
sufficiency so they can best be in position to give substance to these aims by
providing them with the initial encouragement that will serve to stimulate
-their advancement toward our ultimate goals.

And finally, we re-emphasize our commitment to the traditional family

Hon Euya_ Kornilova, Member of Supreme Soviet of Russia on Issues af Social and Evonomie
Development in Aufonomous Regions and Small Nations (second from left) and Dr Konstantin
Lubenchenio, General Director of Paflitiment Centre of the RisSsian Federation (Left)
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