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Nepali Congress may expel ||
G P Koirala today

KATHMANDU, July 26: The
ruling Nepali Congress is likely
to expel acting Prime Minister

A Prasad Koirala. forcing a
spll- and adding to the

country's political crisis, party
officials said today, reports
Reuter.

They said a twice-post-
poned meeting of the party's
27-member central committee
had been re-scheduled for
Wednesday and was likely to
vote to expel Koirala for rec-
ommending the dissolution of
parliament without consulta-
tion.

“The majority is in favour of
taking action against Koirala,”
sald one high-ranking party of-
ficial who asked not to be
named.

A vocal section of the Nepali
Congress which came to power
in Nepal's first democratic
elections for three decades in

1991, was incensed when King
Birendra accepted Koirala's
advice to dissolve parliament
earlier this month.

The acting prime minister
made the recommendation
after 36 Congress members
stayed away from a key parlia-
mentary vote on July 10,
which Koirala’'s government
lost, forcing him to resign.

The King asked the Koirala
to head a caretaker govern-
ment until elections {n
November.

The leftist opposition is
pressing for a national gov-
ernment to oversee the run-up
to the polls, alleging elections
under Koirala's supervision
could not be free and fair. |

The acting prime minister
is fighting back against the
dissidents and told a press
conference on Monday he

would nol accept a central
committee decision to expel
him.

"Such decmuns need to be
endorsed by the general coun-
cil,” he said in reference to
the 615-member council
where Koirala believes he has a
majority.

“ 1 will make efforts till the
last minute to keep the party
united and take it to the
polls.” he said.

Supporters said Koirala did
not want to be seen to pro-
voke a split ., but was prepared

to form a new party if neces-
sary.

He put pressure on the
central committee by
radio broadcast on Sunday,
calling supporters to come to
Kathmandu for “consultations”

rat a major mccting on
Thursday.
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US President Bill Clinton (L) talks with Jordan's King Hussein (2nd L) and Israel’s Prime |

m

Minister Yitzhak Rabin (3rd L) while First Lady Hillary Clinton (3rd R) speaks with Queén

Noor of Jordan (2nd R) and Israeli First Lady Leah Rabin prior to a dinnef hosted by the
Clintons’ at the White House on Monday.

— AFP photo
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‘Floods claim 100 in China: s seconc

wave of flooding caused by heavy rains has devastated south
China's southern Guangdong and Guangxi Provinces, killing at
least 100 people and sending food prices soaring as crops rot
in the fields, Reuter reporis from Beijing.

At least 65 people died in floods in Guangdong, China's
light-industrial powerhouse abutting Hong Kong, the official
China Daily paper reported yesterday.

The death toll pushed past 35 in adjacent, largely rural
Guangxi, struggling for two weeks under severe thunder-
storms and high water, China-funded newspapers in Hong

[{ong reported.
kill 14 in Burundi: soes have

killed 14‘ ple in Burundi's northwestern province of
Muramvya, Burundi Radio ruportt:d on Tuesday. AFP reports
from Nairobi.

The killings occurred in the town of Rutagema late
Sunday, according to the report monitored in Nairobi by the
BBC. It said an investigation into the killings was underway.

The report did not give any reason why the troops killed
the civilians but said those murdered were displaced people
who fled ethnic violence in the neighbouring districts of

Kiganda and Mbuye.
pulation 9b by 2025: m.

World

population of the wurld could soar by three billion people —
from six billion now to nine billion people — in 31 years, a
population report said on Monday, Reuter reports from
Washington.

‘The Population Reference Bureau, which keeps tabs on
. population growth, said the new estimate by an Austrian sci-
entist, Wolfgang Lutz, is about 500 million people more than
projected earlier by the World Bank and the United Nations
for the year 2025.

Lutz's research at Austria's International Institute for
Applied Sciences predicts higher fertility in Africa and other
developing nations than did the World Bank and United
- Nations, which partly accounts for his predictien, the
Population Reference Bureau, a private organisation said.

Rmianmglane crashes: A sma airpiane

on a training crashed into an eastern Siberian forest,

killing both people aboard, Mlmm AP reports
from Moscow.

The Yak-52 aircraft went down in the Barnaul
wn.mumuunu?mmwdmm
on a flight over the weekend, said Marina Ryklina, a

for the Ministry for Situations.

Officials are investigating the cause of the crash.

Ru]Jng party pledges land for
Lankan army if voted to power

COLOMBO, July 26: Sri
Lanka’'s ruling party today un-
veiled its manifesto for next
month's parliamentary elec-
tions,

welfare measures and gifts of

land to security forces, reports
AFP.

President Dingiri Banda
Wijetunga's United National
Party (UNP) said it would set
up a 10 bilion rupee (204 mil-
liom 6 dollars) fund to train
unemployed people, if was re-
turned to power in‘the August
16 ballot.

UNFP General Secretary
Gaminiwi Jesekera said the
party would give agricultural

land to military personnel cur-
rently battling separatist Tamil

Tiger guerillas in the island’s
northern and eastern regions.

The eventual cost of the

measure was, however, not
immediately clear, with the
strength of the military esti-
mated at just over 100,000
Ty

The 48-page manifesto
made no clear to end
the ethnic bloodshed in the

promising sweeping

embattled

regions where

Tigers are leading a campaign °

to establish an independent
state called Eelam.

The right-wing UNP, which
has remained in power since
winning a landslide victory in
the 1977 general elections,
also pledged to continue with
the constitution it introduced
in 1978, with an executive
president as head of state.

The opposition has vowed
to scrap the 1978 constitution
and revert to a West Minister
style parliamentary govern-
ment.

Political analysts expect a
close battle between the ruling
UNP and the main opposition
People's Alliance at next
month's vote to elect 225
members to the legislative

Reuter adds: The party
manifesto released at a news
conference said "a review of
effectiveness of the executive
presidency as a political and
administrative system estab-
lishes .at it has been of un-
doubted benefit to the people.”

Constitutional Affairs

Minister K N Chooksy said
some modifications,.would be
made to the system but the
president would remain as
chief executive.

The manifesto, in which the
party dealt with a series of is-
sues including the economy
and the Tamil separatist re-
volt, is an amended version of
a draft prepared two weeks

ago. |

In that draft, the UNP had
suggested scrapping the pres-
idential system in force since
1978 and returning to the
previous Westminister-style
system in which parliament is
supreme and the president is
only a ceremonial figure.

UNP sources said opinion
was divided on the issue and it
was later decided to stick with
the current system.

The manifesto also pledged
to continue free market poli-
cies with more incentives to
economic growth, and to find a
political solution to the Tamil
separatist revolt that has killed
more than 30,000 people
since 1983.

Senate

The United States is in
superiority,

into account.

Japan urges Myanmar

e o o T

the chairman of the Senate defence
subcommitiee sald as his panel approved a

appropriations
Wmﬁﬂﬁﬂhlm.ﬂmm

The 243.6 billion dollar in spending for the fiscal year be-

ginning October 1 approved by Inouye's panel is 3.5 billion
dollar more than the 1994 budget without taking inflation”

tomp:oveHRrecold

BANGKOK. July 26: In an
unusually strong statement,
Japan's foreign minister told
Myanmar .on Monday that it
must improve its hunmn rights
record if it wanis more
Japanese economic aid, reports
AP.

Foreign Minister Yohei Kono
delivered a “clear massage” that
Myanmar military government
must improve its treatment of
political opponents, a Japanese
Foreign Ministry official said.

"We are watching very
closely what (Myanmar) will do
in terms of democracy and hu-
man rights matters.” he quoted
Kono as telling Myanmar
Foreign Minister Ohn Gyaw

The two foreign ministers are
in Bangkok for annual meetings
of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)

Kono als¢ urged Myanmar to
release Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner Aung San Suu Kyl from five

years of house arrest. the min-

Euu H'_rl Iu:l a pm—d:nmaicy
uprising in 1988 that was

bloodily suppressed by the mili-
tary. Her political party won a
subsequent election; but the
military government has refused
to allow it to take office.
“Japan expects that
(Myanmar) will make efforts so
that Japan will be able to give

1
economic assistance. But if the

situation continues

then Japan will be unabile to in-
crease its aid." the official
quoted Kono as saying.

Ohn Gyaw said he hoped for
closer economic ties with
Japan, and said his attendance
at the ASEAN meetings demon-
strated Myanmar's eagerness to
show that improvements are

taking place, the official said.

o begin a dialogue sometime
later with Suu Kyi. said the offi-
cial.
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Hope for Korean sumnut dim

BELJING, July 26: The cli-
mate between North and South
Korea has worsened since the
death of President Kim [1-Sung
and prospects have dimmed
for an inter-Korean “in
the near future, a foreign

Kim was to have met
President Kim Young-Sam of
South Korea July 25-27, in the
first meeting between the
heads of the rival Korean
states. But the summit was
cancelled after the 82-year-old
Stalinist chiefs sudden death
on July 8. :

“In the last few days, the of-
fictal North Korean press Hasa

accused the South Korean au-

thorities of resuming their
war and attacked

propaganda
Seoul for fafling to send a mes-

delth of Kim Hﬂuﬁg n
diplomat. who is an expert on
the Korean question, said by
phone. :

"The North Koreans have
spoken to said the climate was
not right for the holding of a
summit in the near future, and
it was best not to think about it

The party daily Rodong

Sinmun blasted the South's
Kim today for calling for the
‘reform’ and 'opening' of the
North Korean system, the offi-
clal North Koreanr news
agency, KCNA, monitored in
Tokyo, reported.

The South’ Korean rulers
must stop the impudent outcry
and mind their own business,

reforming their anti-popular,
anti-democratic, anti-reunifi-

cation fascist dictatorial sys-
tem and anti-national con-
frontation policy,” it said.

According to the South
Korean publisher Pak Bo-Hi,
who Has just returned from a
trip to North Korea, Kim's son
and designated successor, Kim
Jong-1l, pledged to pursue his
father's policy of dialogue with
Washington and Seoul.

Pak sald a North-South
summit was only a questinn of
time.

No new date has hm:n set
for the summit, although
North Korea last week con-
firmed that its talks with the
United States, disrupted by
Kim's death, would resume in
Geneva on August 5.

Pak quoted Kim Jong-Il, 52,
as saying he wanted to meet
President Bill Clintan.
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Rwandan refugee children t.hmng A mluntur hnndmg out hlucun.u at the {mmn urphanqe

in Rwanda on Monday.

— AFP photo
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7 militants shot
dead in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, July 26: Indian
troops shot dead seven Muslim
separatist guerillas when they
tried to enter the northern
state of Kashmir from neigh-
bouring Pakistan, an army
spokesman said today, reports
AFP. :

The seven were among a
group of 30 to 40 militants
who were fired at by the sol-
diers on the border in Kup-
wara district late Monday, the
spokesman said. The others
escaped.

Troops recovered seven AK-
47 rifles, two sniper rifles, 33
grenades, one Universal ma-
chine gun, a grenade launcher
and two radio sets from the
site, the spokesman said.

He said it was the fourth at-
tempt this week by Muslim
‘nilitants to try to enter the
i.ashmir valley from Pakistan.

ME talks on
water sharing

OSLO, Norway, July 26:
. Jordan and the PLO
have agreed during meetings
in Oslo on principles for talks
on sharing the Middle East's
scarce water, Norway's
Foreign Ministry said Tuesday,
reports AP.

"They signed a document
seiting certain principles in
future discussions,” said
Arthur Knudsen, a ministry
spokesman. He said the talks
on Monday were general, not
negotiations on specific issues.

The signing came the same
day that Jordan's King Hussein
and Israel's Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin pledged in
Washington to end more than
for decades of belligerency.
Knudsen said the timing was
coincidental.
~ He said officials from the
three parties started low-key
talks Sunday at a hotel on the
outskirts of Oslo and planned
to warp up their session
Tuesday.

Agreement on distributing
the Middle East's water- is
widely seen as a key to lasting
peace in the region. Israel uses
supplies from the occupied
territories that Palestinians
also need. :
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Bride bare ly reaches
bridegroom's waist

LIMA: Peru's tallest man married a 23-year-old- woman who
barely reaches his waist. 'ocal tclr:vhiup reported Monday,
says Reuter.

Margarito MacHacuay, who is 7-feet-4(2.23 metres] tall,
walked down the aisle over the weekend with Marlene
Ramos, a petite bﬂde of 4-feet-9 (1.44 meters), the television
report said.

‘'l am two months pregnant and the doctors say the child
is well-developed,” a beaming Ramos told reporters who ar-
rived to cover the event in the small jungle city of Tingo
Maria, 216 miles (360 km) northeast of Lima.

MacHacuay's stature caused problems on'the way to the
municipal office where the wedding -took place since he could
not fit into the nuptial car.,

‘It was impossible to make a 2-inch-wide (5cm) wedding

ring,” a jeweller in Tingo Maria told Lima's channel two tele-
visijon.
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Coffee just doesn't taste right

ST. JOSEPH: The coffee just didn't taste right so workers
at Wire Rope of America set up a hidden camera to try to find
out why. What they found was a co-worker using the coffee
pot as a urinal, reports AP.

"l just wanted,to break his legs, shoot him or whatever,”
said Richard Poe, a plant electrician.

Inastead, Poe and his fellow factory workers turned the
videotape over to police and company officials. Police in turn
gave the tape to Buchanan County pruuecutﬂrs who are con-
?idcring bringing charges. The man's tdenitty hasn't been re-
eased

In the meantime., KQTV broadcast a copy of the tape on
Saturday. :

" The man, who Poe said was with other workers.
was fired after the July 16 incident. A company official de-
clined to say if the dismissal was related to the coffee pot in-
cident. ,

The health of factory ethployees was probably not put at
risk, said Richard Biery, the Kansas City health director.

"A healthy person normally puts out relatively noninfec-
tious urine,” Biery said. "But from the aesthetic point of view,
it's gross.”
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Split's Zeljku S-elak (top C} ﬂlm his muscles as he poses
with other entrants after mm:lmg the first Croatian men s
besuty contest on Elun(hy in this Adriatic port city and
ttanst centre. — AFP photo

| A fatal pizza delivery

PITTSBURGH: Two teenagers were sentenced Monday to
life in prison without parole for killing a pizza deliveryman
they lured into an ambush with a late night order They ate
the pizza after they shot him, reports AP.

Dorian Lamore, 16, was convicted June 28 of first-degree
murder in the slaying of Jay Weiss, Phillip Foxx. 17 was con-
victed of second-degree murder,

' Common Pleas Court Judge Robert Dauer also sentenced

the pair to 25 to 50 years in prison, to be served if their life

sentences are ever commuted.
Foxx tried to say he was sorry. but Dauer cut him off ask

. name but

Rwandan president
urges refugees

to back home

PARIS, July 26: Rwandan
President Pasteur Bizimungu

on Tuesday urged refugees to

end their disastrous exile,
promising that most "can re
turn with peace of mind.” For
the others. he promised
‘transparent justice’ reporis
AP.

"The large majority of
refugees did not commif any
atrocities.” "Bizimungu told
French radio RTL. The atroci-
ties were committed in their
those people are
mostly innocent peasants

"Those can return with
peace of mind.” he said

An estimated 1 million
Rwandans fled west into Zaire
during and after a civil war in
which ethnic Tutsi rebels
drove the Hutu-dominated
government from power An
international effort is combat
ing a cholera outbreak that has
killed thousands in refugee

CRITIPS.

ing: "Were you sorry then, or just sorry now?”

The youth said his mother was dead and he lived in an
abandoned building because he was estranged from his father
But Dauer said that was no excuse.

"People without parents don't all kill people’ he said.

Weiss' brother, John, also refused Foxx's apology. saving

"Sorry isn't going to bring him back.”

Puhac, who recovered from an arm wound,

testified

against the pair. HI': said Lamore shot Weiss twite through the

neck.

Kuwait to Islamise
civil law

KUWAIT CITY, July 26: A
study on the Islamisation of
Kuwait civil law was handed to
the council of ministers to
make the necessary amend-
ments, a local English-larn-
guage newspaper said today,
reports Xinhua.

The dafly Arab Times
quoted the State Minister for
Cabinet Affairs Abdul Aziz Al-
Dakheel as saying that Kuwaiti
Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Sabah
received the study on Islami-
sing the civil law and referred
it to the cabinet to work out
amendments

The study was prepared by
the higher advisory committee
for the implementation of
Islamic Sharia on the civil law,
Abdul Aziz Al-Dakheel added.

The committee was formed
by the Amir in December 1991
Lo study all existing legisiations
in Kuwait and then suggest
recommendation on how to

| make them conform to Islam.

Dakheel said the commitiee
started with the civil law
which is the main source for
other legislations

‘The committee has com
pleted the revision of the civil
law and has proposed its
amendment to make it con
form to the Sharia. the minis-
ter said.

He diaclosed that among
the major amendments pro-
posed by the committee is on
Article one that the judges
need to rely on Islamic Sharia
if there is no clear legal text

New articles have been
added on adopting the Islamic
teachings on buying and

. The amendment pro-
posals are based on the Islamic

teachings throughout the law
he added

The minister said the
amendments will be reviewed
by the cabinet before referring
to the National Assembly for
approval.

Catholic church
critical of
Cairo confce

MANILA, July 26: Jaime

AFP.

In a public statement ad-
dressed to ~ .. Cardinal
Sin the Cafiro confer-

ASEAN, Western allies discuss military aid to Cambodia

BANGKOK. July 26: !-nu
theast Asian nations and their
Western allies talked Tuesday
about ways of encouraging
stability in Cambeodia. including
military assistance to its year-
old government. rtporuﬂ'

But Thailand

opposed an
lethal aid. saying that ﬂl;htin(
between the government and
Khmer Rouge guerillas is an
internal Cambodian matter, of-
ficials saud
Thailand and the five other
members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN| are meeting In
Bangkok to discuss political
and security issues with the
Proup s “dialogue partners” —
Australia. Canada, the Euro-
pean Umnion. Japan. New

Zealand, South Korea and the
United States.

In their meeting Tuesday,
foreign ministers from the 13
countries and regions dis-
cussed the need for Camb-
odia's ill-trained armed forces
to be "brought up to a much

higher level,” a New Zealand
diplomat said.
ASEAN officials saild

Cambeodia has asked for mili-
tary assistance and they were
considering the request "in a
positive sense.” said a Euro-
pean diplomat. who also spoke
on condition of anonymity. The
enly discordant voice was
Thailand's, he said.

Thailand "wants to draw the
line short of arms, ammunition
and eguipment ® sald Austr

alian Minister
Affairs
Evans.

Australia has been a strong
advocate of military aid for
Cambodia, and sent a team of
military advisers there last
week to assess iis needs

"We are clearly willing in
principle to go some distance
down this track.” Evans teld
reporters.

Evans said he proposed a
programune that would focus
on training and support rather
than actual supply of weapons

"There were a number ol
countries around the table that
expressed their support for
that kind of approach.” he said

ASEAN so far has' main
tained a policy ol opposing

of Foreign
and Trade Gareth

lethal military aid to the Cam-
bodian government. On Satu-
rday., Thail Foreign Minister
Prasong Soonsiri said military
aid from outside nations was
lorbidden by the 1991 Paris
Peace Accords that were
intended to end 13 years of
Cambodian civil war

But he sald there were
other ways to help Cambodia's
military, such as non-lethal
assistance and training. Thal
land recently provided Camb-
odia with several shipmemnts of
military uniforms.

Some of the foreign minis
ters also suggested that Cam
bodia should be helped (n
improving its economy and
government administration,
officials sald

The foreign ministers also
gave high marks to Monday's
inaugural meeting of the
ASEAN Regional Forum, an 18-
member conference on re-
glonal security that used in-
formal discussions as a means
of building confildence and
closer ties.

"Whole new rrlmiunnhipu
are developing through the fo-
rum.” sald Hans van den
Broek, a member ol the EU
Commission

The fact that we were dis-
cussing security issues in the

of Russia. China and
the United States is a major

" political development and au-

gurs well for peace and stabil-
ity in the region."

The foreign ministers of

ASEAN — consisting of Brunei.
Indonesia, Malaysia. the Phili-
ppines, Singapore and Thai-
land — hold meetings each
year with allfes and other na-
tions in Asia.

This year, human rights is-
sues, though not on the
agénda, have framed many of
the discussions. Several for-
eign ministers Iin speeches
Tuesday urged neighbouring
Myanmar to release Nobel
Prize-winning pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyl from
house arrest and restore
democracy.

"All of us want to be treated
with du;nlt;r by our .
ments,” sald US uty
Secretary of State Bunbc
Talbott.

Workers' talks
with Nigerian
govt fail

LAGOS, July 26: Talks be-
tween siriking oll workers.
unions and Nigeria's military

ended on Monday
without an agreement to end
the crippling stoppage. re-
pgris Reuter

“For now the strike re
mains,” Frank Kokori, general
of the National Unton

and Natural Gas
Workers, told reporters after
meeting in Lagos.

Milton Dabibi,
retary of the other
unbon

striking

PENGASSAN, confirmed

the strike would not be called
off.
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