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LDF convention
today
By Staff Correspondent

The Left Democratic Front
ILDF). a conglomeration of
eight left -leaning parties. hol-
ds its national convention to

gear up agitation against fun
damentalists today Sixty-four
socio-political and cultural
organisations are expested o
attend the convention sched-
wled to be held at the audito
rfum ol the Institution of

Enginerrs. Bangladesh (IEB)
The convention will begin at 9
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Both sides call half-day hartal- tomorrow
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4 killed as Jamaat, APSU

clash in Chitt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 26: At
least four persons were killed
and over 200 injured in armed
clashes between Jamaal ac-
tivists and supporters of All
Party Students Unity (APSUJ
here this afternoon, according
to sources. _

Hospital sources and police,
however, confirmed the deaths
of three persons — Md Ehsan
{20). Abul Khair (22) and
Ashrat Uddin (18). Hospital
sources also said death toll
May (56
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A grr}up of agitated students vand
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Around 100 persons with
bomb and bullet wounds were
admitted to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital. Of
them. the three succumbed to
their injuries, doctors said.

The clashes began at 5 pin
while a publjc meeting organ-
ised by Jamaat was in progress
at Laldighi maidan here amid
tight security by police and
BDR. ;

During

the clashes, gun-

shots and bomb-blasts rocked
the areas around the meeting

alised vehicles near the

Jatiya Press Club in a backlash to the killings in Chittagong

yvesterday.

— Star photo

venue,

APSU also had scheduled a
meeting at the same venue at
the same time.

At first bomb altack Wwas
made from inside some build-
ings close to Kotwali Thana
premises near Laldighi maidan.
This was countered' by Jamaat
activists engaged in protesting
the meeting venue, witnesses
sald.

The attack was intensified
while Jamaat chief Golam
Azam started addressing the

Students rally
batoncharged
1n city
By DU Correspondent

Several students were in-
jured when the police baton-
charged a rally of the
Samprodavekota Birodhi
Chhalra Samaj in front of the

Jativa Press Club yesterday -

evening.
The Chhatra Samaj activists
were holding the rally to

-protest yesterday's ‘Jamaal-

Shibir action’in Chittagong.
See Page 12 Col 6

agong

meeting but the attackers
could not proceed to the
maidan in the face of stiff re-
sistance by Jamaat supporters
aided by riot police.

At one stage, bommb-blasts
and gunshots were heard from
the north side of Laldighi
maidan. But even in such a
tense situation, Jamaat was
able to complete its meeting

and Golam Azam safely left the |

venue under heavy escort.
Meanwhile. both Jamaat

See Page 12 Col 3

Azam demands
interim govt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. July 26:
Jamaat chief Golam Azam has
said they will wage a united
movement, along with all op-
position parties to unseat the
BNP government if it did not
accept the demand for a care-
taker government.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Laldighi maidan today he
urged the government to ac-
cept the demand immediately.

He also spoke of the need

See Page 12 Col 7
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Mukti ijrﬁha

city vesterday demandinj

reinstatement af retrenched hospital ayas. The aggneved
ayas have been staging a sit-in near the Jatiya Press Club

since late last year.

— Star photo

Thousands of audit objec-
tion cases Involving hundreds
of crores of taka of Bangladesh
Railway have been lying unset-
tled for decades.

According to well-placed
sources in the government

L ihe . aseher of suchk ecuases

recerded so far s about
22.000 involving aroynd Taka
850 crore,

Authorities concerned un-
der the Ministry of Com-
munication, gquoling pub-
lished report of the Auditor
General. however, said that the
number of accumulated audit
objections was over 17,500 un-
til fiscal 1987-88. These cases
involved over Taka 318 crore.

The authorities could not
provide the number of cases
during the years after 1987-
88 since. according to th&m.
reports for the period
were yet to be published. But
they agreed that a large
number of cases had been
added to the pending list dur-
ing the last six years.

Sources concerned said

By Special Correspondent

that the process of setiling the
audit objections in the Railway
is ‘unusually slow', resulting
in huge accumulation of out-
standing cases.

The list of unsettled audit
objections also contains 1163
cesrs reeorded during 16
years before liberation —fvom
fiscal 1945-55 to 1970-71.
These cases had financial in-
volvement of Taka two crore
64 lakh. .

During 17 years after lib-
eration
another 16,344 audit objec-
tions of over Taka 315 crore
52 lakh were listed.

Audit reports show that the
number of outstanding cases
and the amount of money
concerned in the Eastern
Zone of the Railway is higher
than that of Western Zone.

In the Eastern Zone, during
the period fiscal 1954-55 to
1987-88, the number of un-
settled cases stood at 8900 in-
volving over Taka 226 crore.
During the same period. in the
Western Zone, B607 cases of a

until fiscal 1987-88,

22000 audit cases of Railway
unsettled for decades

total of over Taka 92 crore
were listed. )

The outstanding cases in-
corporate objections raised by
the Railway Audit on various ir-
regularities in the affairs of the
Railway. The Irregularities

were related o tenders, non- 4

realisation of bills and fees,
unauthorised re¢ruitment of
manpower, theft of goods and
equipment. unauthorised ex-
penditures, over expenditures,
allocation of fuel more than
the fixed quota and so on.
Railway authorities said

some commitiees for the set-

tlement of outstanding audit
objections have been set up at
various levels. The commit-
tees at zonal and divisional
levels sit once a month while
two high-level committees at
ministry-level meet once in
two or three months. The
committees discuss in pres-
ence of the representative of
audit department and settle

the cases. The committee also.

recommends actions {f neces-
See Page. 12 Col 8
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The ten wives of Singapore national Abu Talib
Wnphnnuthzyluumuﬂin.hhorﬂuhminm
not guilty to a tetal of 18 charges, including that of having 10 wives
deviationist Islamic teachings.

Haron. 34, shield their faces from

L

ysia yesterday. Abu Talib pleaded

and of being involved in
— AFP photo

Hasina condemns
Ctg killings

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
has strongly condemned the
'killing of students by police
and Jamaat-Shibir forces' in
Chittagong yesterday, reporis
UNB.

In a statement, Hasina held
the government responsible
for 'this hellish incident’ and
s 3= the Jamaat-Shihir was
given the opportunity by Gene-
ral Zia to do politics, these
defeated forces of the Libe-
ration war were now pushing
the country towards anarchy.

The Opposition leader de-
manded immediate judicial
probe into the killing and
punishment to the killers, and
also urged the people to resist
the heinous activities of the
anti-liberation — Jamaat-Shibir
— forces.

She conveyed her deep
sympathy to the bereaved fam-
ily members of those killed in
Chittagong yesterday and pra-
yed for the departed souls.

Demand for
blasphemy

law criticised

By DU Correspondent/

The spedkers alt a seminar
in the city yesterday criticised
the demand for enacting blas-
phemy law as 'politically Fwﬂ—
vated' and unnecessary.

Organised by the Sammilita
Sangskritik Jote, the seminar
on “Blasphemy Law: A New
Weapon for Exploitation” heild
at the TSC of Dhaka University
was attended by legal experts,
academiciafis, cultural activists
and intellectuals.

The speakers also called
upon the people to launch a
united movement! against the
fundamentalist and communal
forces “for misguiding the
people by propagating dis-
torted decrees on religion”.

Barrister Ishtiag Ahmed,.
Justice K M Sobhan, Professor
Anisuzzaman, Ali Zaker, Kamal
Lohand, Mamunur Rashid, and
Ayeda Khanam spoke at the
seminar. Faiz Ahmed was in
the chair.

Barrister Sara Hossain pre-

See Page 12 Col 6

Former Shantibahini

Insurgency no s

Shashi Kanti Talukder. a
self-styled Yeutenant of Shan-

Lxhlm_ says insurgency is a
er-ending .process and a
losing game ' for both the sides
concerned.

“Insurgency is no solution

| to the CHT problem. Talu-

kder. 50 who surrendered on
December 2. 1983 after ser-
ving for nine years as a zonal
commander of Shantibahini.
told The Daily Star.

Shashi Kanti. who pow
heads the Repatriated Shan-
ribahini Weifare Trust, came o
Tabaichhari border. 50 km
from Khagrachharl, to greet
the Chakma returnees as the
second phase of repatriation

began on July 21.
He said that some 577

Shantibahini rebels. loyal to
the Prity Group. surrendered
from time to time respondin
to the government offer of
amunesty.

The tribal rebels are spiit
into two groups — the bigger
one led by Shantu Larma and
the other by Prity Kumar
Larma.

Talukder said that Prity was
now residing at Agartala capi-
tal of Tripura state of India.

Shantu Larma now leads the
team holding talks with the
parliamentary commiliee on
CHT tssue headed by Comm-
unications Minister Oli Ahmed

The founder leader of

commander tells_Dai] y §t_£

olution to CHT issue

By Asiuzzaman

Shantibahini Manabendra
Larma was killed in a factional
fight on June 9, 1985,

Talukder guessed that some
3 000 to 4,000 tribal adults
arid youths were still active in
Shantibahini.

He recalled that he had
been trained at a training
academy located in a ‘special
area’ in Mizoram siate.

One Zulu Babu, a 'major was
the chief of the academy. he
said. He declined to say
whether or not any Indian offi-
cials were at the academy

Talukder who is now a con-
iractor of the Roads and
Highways., said that the
Shantibahini men sent a letter

asking him to show cause why
he had the 'combined

the Parbattya Chattagram Jatiya
Samannya and Shant! Parishad

(national coordination and
peace council of CHT). a con-
glomerate of the tribals and.
Bengali-speaking settlers.

" He expressed optimism
about the dialogue betfween the

and hoped would be re-
stored in the region through
the dialogue.

AL public meet in city todai

'Agitate against Jamaat,
BNP simultaneously’

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League [AL) has
called upon the people to
launch simultaneous agitations
against the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and
Jamaat-e-Islami.

. The central working com-
mittee of the AL, in a resolu-
tion at its two-day meeting
that concluded yesterday. said
that the BNFP was patronising
the Jamaat to weaken the pro-
liberation forces in the coun-
Wy,

“The BNP is doing so to di-
vert the people's attention
from the demand for holding
general elections under a non-
partisan caretaker govern-
ment.' the resolution said.

A press release issued by
the AL party chief and Leader
of the Opposition in Par-
llament Sheikh Hasina would
deliver ‘an important speech

at a public meeting in the city

today.

In another resolution, the
AL central working body con-
deinned the jomt attack by

the police and the Jamaat-
Shibir actlvisis' on the proces-

-sions’ of the pro-liberation

forces in Chittagong Monday
and said that the government
was pushing the nation (o
warde anarchy

The resolution, also con-
demned the National
University Vice Chancellors
recent 'refusal’ to play National
Anthem at the beginning of the
university's Senate meeting
and demanded punitive mea-
sures against the persons con-
cerned,

The ALCWC resolution also
expressed concern at the
price hike of the essentials
and demanded government
control over Lhe prices.

The AL working body also
asked the union and ward level
units of the party to complete
their annual council sessions
by December 30 and
November 30 respectively It
fixed January 30 next vear as
the deadline for council ses-

See Page 12 Col 5

Attackers of NGOs to

be dealt with : Saifur

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister M Sailur
Rahman yesterday suggested
stern measures against the
people instigating attacks pn
NGO activities and assured the
administration's full support 1o
non-government voluntary or-
ganisations.

"The law enforcing agencies
should take prompt action
against the attackers and ex:
emplary punishment should be
meted out to them," he told a
group of representatives of
some leading NGOs.

He was speaking at a dis-
cussion meeting, initiated by
the finance ministry, on the
recent attacks on NGO activi
ties in a number of places
across the country

“The pgovernment is fully
committed to a participatory

development process and we
have no reservations about us-
ing the resources of the
NGOs.We want you to work,’
the minister said.

Senior governmeut ollicials,
and representatives from the
Grameen Bank. different NGOs
and the Associatio of
Development Agencies in
Bangladesh (ADAB). partici-
pated in the two- hour discus-
sion meeting held atl the con-
ference room of the finarice
ministry.

Identifying the attackers as
"ronservative elements”
whose exploitative influence is
being marginalised by the
empowerment of the poor and
women in rural society. the
NGO representatives urged
; Sce Page 12 Col 4
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- 3-day talks

today

Foreign Secretaries of the
seven-nation SAARC begin a
three-day talks here today to
prepare grounds for the For-
eign Ministers’ meeting aiming
al closer cooperation. reports
UNB.

The Foreign Ministers or

the Council of Ministers of

SAARC |South Aslan Associa-
tion of Regional Cooperation)
will hold a two-day meeting
here Saturday-Sunday (July 30-
31).

The Courf®il of Ministers
will review progress of cooper-
ation in the 12 areas. including
implementation of SAPTA
[South Asian Preterential Tpid—
ing Arrangement).; set by ‘the
SAARC summnit last yvear, and
finalise the date for the next

- summuil.

During three davs of delib-
erations. the foreign secre-
taries will formulate the
agenda of the Counci] of Minis-
ters’ 14th meeting which will
be inaugurated by SAARC
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia on Saturday.

Deputy Foreign Minister of
the Maldives S5alah Shihab,
Pakistan Foreign Secrefary
Nazimuddin A Sheikh and En-
vironment and Urban Affairs
Secretary Muhammad Zafrullah
Khan. Bhutanese acting For-

.eign Secretary Lathu Wang-

hchuk, Sri Lankan Foreign
See Page 12 Col 3

Kamal favours
agreed formula
for. fair polls

(GGano Forum leader Dr Ka-
mial Hossain vesterday sug-
gested formation of a commit-
tee comprising both govern-
ment and Opposition MPs
constitutional experts and em-
inent personalities to hammer
out a formmula for ensuring free
and f[air elections. reports
UNB.

Putting forward a live-point
suggestion at a press confer-
ence at his Segunbagicha party
office yesterday afternoon. he
sald an agreed formula could
be found out by discussing var-
ious proposals from the ruling
party and the Opposition in
Parliament.

He referred te the Opposi-
tion-framed modality for neu-
tral caretaker government,
government bill for strength-
ening the Election Commis-
sion and other proposals for
freeing voting from the influ
ence of illegal arms. black
money and ensuring neutrality
of radio-television.

Kamal said the proposed
committee, would submit its
report. within 15 days The

Sce Mage 12 Col 4

KL:M starts Dhaka
flight Nov |

By Staff Correspondent

The KLM Roval Dutch
Airlines will start two weekly
flights from Amsterdam to

Dhaka via Dubai Ilrom
Hnwnle£ 1
Vice President of the 75

year old airlines K B F Steller
at a press conference in the
city yesterday said that Dhaka
would be its final destination
and the two flights would carry
around BOO passengers and 70
tons of export goods from
Bangladesh weckly

The press conlerence was
also addressed by Ambassador
of the Netherlands H Gajen-
taan, KLM General Manager G
W' Boven. Director of
Marketing and Sales F Van de
Laar. Bangladesh Managing
Director A Rahman and
Director S Khan

'Ghali’s suggestion

surprises UNSC

WELLINGTON, July 26: The
UN Security Council was sho-
cked by UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali's reco-
mmendation that the world
body withdraw (ts 35,000
troops from the Balkans, New
Zealand's envoy sald today.

reports Reuter.

‘It was completely out ol
the blue and | think it's taken
all the members of the
Security Council by surprise,”
Ambassadar Colin Keating said

in an interview with Radio

New Zealand. :
“The reaction in the

Security Council . . . was one

of considerable alarm.” he said.

- only

Boutros-Ghali on Monday
recommended pulling out UN
troops if a peace paclt was
reached between Serbs,
Musitims and Croats. saving
major powers like the
United States could enforce it
Washington, he said. had made
claar it would not place its
troops under UN command

He also called for a virtual
withdrawal if the peace plan
failed and major powers car
ried out threats to use lorce
against the combatants.

Keating said everybody was
aware there were certain cir-
cumstances that eould render
the UN's presence in the
Bosanian risky .

! connection

l[’ﬂ"

K B F Steller informed the
- newsmen that the inaugural
flight from Amsterdam would
carry businessmen from the

See Page 12 Col 7

Currency
smuggling:
One more held

By Staif Correspondent

A special team of the De-
tective Branch of Police Tues-
day arrested another person in
with the sensa-
Lional foreign curmency SIIug-
gling case

They arrested M. Abul
Kashem Bhuiyan from Adabeor
area of Shayamell in the capi-
tal for his alleged invelvement
in foreign currency smuggling,

The police also seized his

A statement from the police
sald the arrested person was
the right hand man ol Hayat-
ulla, who was earlier arrested
by police. Bhnyan is now be-

| ing interrogated



