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LLDF convention
tomorrow

By Nazmul Ashrai

Representatives of 64 polit-
ical parties, Rgro-
ups. trade unions and socio-
cultural organisations are likely
to join the Left parties
national convention in the city
tomorrow to gear up agitation
against the fundamentalists.

The convention. sponsoret!
by the eight-party Left Demo-
cratic Frent ([LDF), will also try
to unite the progressive forces
against the communal and
anti-liberation elements, orga-
nisers said.

The convention is likely to
include in its declaration, de
mand for a ban on religion-
based politics. they said.

Until yesterday, LDF leaders
completed their meetings with
representatives of most of the
64 organisations. They are
scheduled to meet the journal-
ists and university and college
teachers today.

According to the organis-
ers. all the 64 groups have
confirmed their participation
in the convention. However,
the Awami League did not
confirm its participation until
last night. The LDF has so far
not invited the ruling BNP. the

Senior SAARC
officials meet
informally *

Senior officials from the
SAARC countries last night
held informal consultations
mainly to discuss today's pro-
gramine leading to the re-
gional foreign ministers’ meet-
ing which begins here Satur-
day

After the meeting, lasting
for a little more than an hour,
Director General, SAARC Desk.
Bangladesh Foreign Affairs
Ministry Ashfaqur Rahman,
said the senior officials dis-
cussed procedural elements,
structure ol the meeting as
well as programmes.

Today programming coi-
mittee. comprising senior offi-
cials from the region -will
meet, to be followed by meet-
i1gs of the drafting committee
and informal consultations
among the foreign secretaries
of South Asia.

Reparts Are expected to be
adopted by the programming
committee today.

The participants at the in-
formal consultations among
senior officials of the region
tncluded Director General,
Bangladesh Foreign Office,
Ashfagur Rahman, Director,
SAARC Desk, Bhutanese
Foreign Affairs Ministry Mrs.
Kunzang . Namgyel, Joint
Secretary, Indian Foreign
Affairs Ministry. Bhaskar Mitra,
Director, Maldives Ministry of
Foreign Relations, Abdul
Ghafoor Mohamad, Nepal's
Under Secretary, SAARC
' [nvision al the Foreign Aflairs
Ministry. Badri Prasad Khanal,
Pakistan's Director, SAARC
[esk at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. lftekhar Hossain Kazmi
and Sri Lanka's Director
(;eneral. SAARC Division at the
Foreign Affairs Ministry. A K
David. .

Jatiya Party, the Jamaat and
the anti-liberation political
parties to the convention.

The LDF leaders have,- in
the meantime, drafted the
declaration of the convention
in consonance with their talks
with the like-minded groups.
It will undergo further modifi-
cation after the convention,
due to be held in the audito-
rium of the Engineers' Insti-
tution.

The organisations expected
to join the convention include
the National Awami Party.
Ganatantri Party, Ganatantrik
Biplobi Jote, Gana Azadi Lea-
gue, People's League, SKOP,
Anti-Communal Students
Unity. Ganatantrik Chhatra
Otkya, the Supreme Court Bar
Association. the Lawyers Coor-

“dination Council, the Human

Rights Coordination Council.
Oikyabaddya Nari Samaj, Lek-
hak Shibir, Ghatak Dalal Nir-
mul! Samannaya Committee,
Bangladesh Sangbadpatra Pari-
shad BFUJ, DUJ, Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote, Muktijoddha
‘71, the Diploma Engineers'
Association, the Prokrichi-BCS
Central Action Council, the
Television Artists’ Association,
the Short Film Forum, Tea-
chers Associations of the Uni-
versities of Dhaka, Chittagong,
Rajshahi, Jahangirnagar,
BUET. Mymensingh Agricul-
ture University, the Nurses’'
Association and the trade
unjon bodies in jute, textiles

steel mills. :

Besides. noted personalities
in the flelds of literature, art
and culture, film and sports
are also likely to participate in
the convention.

The LDF comprise the CPB,
Workers' Party, JSD, two fac-
tions of BSD, Sramik Krishak
Samajbadi Dal, Samyabadi Dal

and Oikya Prokriya.
Currency smuggling

Hayetullah taken

on 7-day remand

Md Hayetullah, arrested on
charge of smuggling of foreign
currency. was given 7 days po-
lice remand when Was pro-
duced before the CMM Court
yesterday, reports UNB.

-

He was nabbed by police
from the city on Sunday follow-
ing a confessional statement of
his accomplice Nazmul Haque
who was taken into custody in
March from Zia International
Airport when he was leaving
the country with foreign cur-
rency worth about Tk 1.5
Crore.

Confessing the currency
smuggling Haque had told the
police that Hayetullah was the
ring leader of the racket.
Hayetullah had fled the country
but returned recently.

Police sought for 10 days
remand but court allowed 7
days. No bail petition was filed
on behalf of Hayetullah who
hails from Narsingdi. ' “
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Chakma rehabilitation
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1.177 families was now going
omn. officials said.

linder the package repatri-
atiun deal, Bangladesh authori-
ties ensured complete rehabil-
itation of the returnees.

The authorities have un-
dertaken a programme to
provide the unemployed edu-
cated tribal youths with jobs.
S0 far 55 tribals have submit-
ted applications for jobs under
special consideration. The
refugees who previously held
different official positions are
being reinstated. Already 23 of
the 32 tribals. who returned
in the first phase, have been
reinstated in their previous
jobs. Cases of the rest are be-
ing processed.

The authorities would relax
the age-limit for the returnees
to enable them to get govern-
ment jobs.

The children of the refugee
families would be allowed to
get themselves admitted to the
same classes they were study-
ing in the camp school in
Tripura. The Comilla Educa-
tion Board would hold special
tests for those who have
passed the secondary and
higher secondary certificate
examinations in Tripura and
would give them certificates.

The tribal headmen would
be reinstated in their previous
positions in their own villages
and, special permit would be
issued for collecting wood
from the forest
houses,

The authorities have de-
cided Lo withdraw,K security
camps from all tribal religious
places. extern! general amnes-
ty and absoive convicted Shan-

* tibahini members of previous
4 ’ ;

to build ¢

sentences.

The Sonali Bank opened a
temporary counter at the re-
ception camp for exchange of
the Indian currency brought by
the refugees. Some 4,70,000
Indian rupees were received
by the bank during the first
phase of repatriation at a rate
of Tk 1.25 for one Rupee. So-
nali Bank later sold it to the

. Singapore and ' Hong Kong

money market incurring some
losses, bank officials said.

The Khagrachhari Deputy
Commissioner's office, in a re-
port on the rehabilitated
refugees, said that 372 tribal
families out of 379 who re-
turned in February had already
constructed their houses. Of
them 273 resettled on their
own lands while 65 families
are living with their relatives.
Some 34 families constructed
houses on government lands
while seven were yet to do so
despite government assis-
tance, the report said.

An official of the Special
Affairs Division, which is deal-
ing with the tribal issue, told
The Daily Star that the esti-
mated cost might go up if the
repatriation process took a
long time. He failed to give

" -any specific date by which the

repatriation would be com-
plete. '

Meanwhile, refugee leader
Upendra Lal Chakma, who
lives in Tripura, told The Daily
Star that if the commitments
were +met, it would not take
much time to complete the
repatriation.

He wants to come back
with the last batch of refu-
gees, he said as the second
phase of repatriation began on

July 21. \ .
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AL calls hartal

From Phge 1 Cal 7
from the Jamaat-e-Islami
soon as possible, meeting
said.

leaders noted that con-
about the AL's commit-
ment to the spirit of liberation
war had been created among

i

party's 'tactical relation’ ‘with

‘the Jamaat, the sources added.

Some of the leaders, how-
ever, felt that an allout agita-
tion against the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) and its 'old partner
would automatically remove
any confusion about the AlL's
commitment to the spirit of
liberation war. :

The meeting, chaired by
Sheikh Hasina, was adjourned
till 2:00 this afternoon.

The meeting is likely to
discuss the party strategy to
intensify the agitation to press
home its demand for holding
general elections under a care-
taker government.

The decisions relating to
the party's next course of ac--
tion would be made public by
Sheikh Hasina at a rally sche-
duled to be held in the city
tomorrow.

Israeh troops

shell Hezbollah
bases

+ RACHAYA (Lebanon). July
26: Israeli forces early today
unleashed an eight-hour ar-
tillery barrage against strong-
holds of the Iranian-backed
Hezbollah guerilla movement
in southern Lebanon, police
said here, reports AFP. ;

Sixty heavy-calibre shells ¢

were fired at the Syrian con-
troiled southern Bekaa valley
from lsrael's self-declared se-
curity zone in south Lebanon,
the police said. There was no
immediate reporigpf casualties.

The shelling lasted for eight
hours after midnight Sunday.

Protest in Amman
against summit
AMMAN, July 25: Only 350

people showed up for a sit-in

Monday against King Hussein's

meeting with Yitzhak Rabin,

bolstering the kings assertion

that most of his subjects want

peace with Israel, reports AP.
The peaceful sit-in at an

Amman mosque was organised

by eight Muslim fundamental-

ists and leftist groups that op-
pose the US-backed Middle

East peace process. They re-

gard Monday's meeting in

Washington as a sellout of Arab

rights to lands lost to Israel in :

the Mideast wars.

"The Washington meeting is
a black day in our history.” one

banner read.

At the White House on
Monday, the two leaders met

publicly for the first time and

were to later sign a declaration
ending the official state of war
between their countries.

Many Jordanians favour a
settlement, believing it will
boost the stagnant economy by
encouraging joint wventures
with Israel. Protests against
unpopular government policies
are frequent in Jordan, so the
low turnout.at Monday's well-
publicised demonstration see-

' med to reflect a widespread
desire for peace.

Opposition by the groups
that protested at the al-
Husseini mosque downtown
has beemn mostly vocal.and
peaceful Hussein warned ear-
lier this month that his pa-
tience was wearing thin with
their anti-peace slogans.

Garments workers
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 for the workers of garments in-
dustry in 1985 and then the

second one in 1992 following
workers movement. - .

None of the Wage Boasd
Awards has been implemented,
he said. :

Referring to the deplorable
condition of the garments work-
ers, Amin said they would an-
nounce a programme for greater
movement on September 2 at a
national convention of garments
workers in Dhaka.

During the month-long pro-
gramme, the federation will
submit memorandum to
Garments Owners Association,

} Inspector of Industries and

Labour Ministry, and organise

rallies and a cam week be-
sides holding convention on

September 2.

The press conference was at-
tended by leaders of the federa-
tion Baharainul Sultan Bahar,
Md Nasir and Parul Beguin,
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From Page ] Col 5
vision.’

“And so it is that on thip day
_.. we have been able to take an
historic step. which we hope
and pray will be the benefit of

people because of the [ our peoples,” Hussein said.

Only months ago, Rabin met
with PLO Chairman Yasser
Arafat at the White House to
sign an agreement granting
self-government to Palesti-
nians who have lived under
lszaeli rule in Gaza and on the

.west bank of the Jordan River.

It was 15 ypars ago that
Egypt and Israel came to

Washington to sign a peace

treaty.
Before putting the finishing ,

touches on the declaration at a
White House meeting, Rabin
and Hussein publicly greeted
each other with a handshake
and warm smiles.

Rabin said their handshake
'symbolises much more than
two people who no longer take
up arms against one another.’
He said he looked forward to
the day when such greetings
would become routine.

“Your Majesty, the entire
state of Israel is shaking your
hand,” he told Hussejn.

Welcoming them to the
White House, Clinton said, 'On
this morning of promise these
visionary statesmen from an-
cient lands have chosen to heal
ithe rift that for too long has
divided their lands.’

The obvious warmth be-
tween Rabin and Hussein, who
have mel secretly in the- past,
was in sharp contrast to the
restraint when Rabin met
Arafat last September.

Om that occasion Arafat held
out his hand and Rabin hesi-
tated before grasping it

With US help, Israeli and
Jordanian officials Sunday

~night negotiated the language

of a declaration.

Secretary of State Warren
Christopher predicted on tele-
vision that the two countries

e o S

g S

........

A P T |
......

......

iC; T

would have a formal
treaty in a ‘matter of months.’

Hussein and Rabirf were the
guests of honour at a White
House dinner tonight and will
address a joint session ol
Congress on Tuesday.

For Clinton. another firm
step toward peace in the
Middle East was likely to be
the high point in a week that
will see the opening Tuesday
of potentially embarrassing
hearings in Congress on ques-
tions arising from the White-
watler land dealings in Arkan-

I September [srael and the
PLO signed an accord that
promised self-government for
the Palestinians. a promise
that is being realized only now
after months of difficult nego-
hiations.

The path to peace between
Israel and Jordan looks far less
toriuous.

Despite periodic wariare
between the two countries,
Hussein has met secretly in
the past with senior lsraeli of-
ficials. But he rules a country
in which mere than half the
population is of Palestinian
ancestry and has had to pro-
ceed with extreme caution

where the Israelis are con-
cerned

Arafat hails
accord

GAZA, July 25: PLO chair-
man Yasser Arafat today con-
gratulated the leaders of Israel
and Jordan for their agree-
ment ending the state of bel-
ligerency between their coun-
tries. reports Reuter. &

"I appreciate very much
what has been done and [ am
Sending my congratulations to
President Clinton and King
Hussein and Prime Minister
Rabin at what they have signed
today,” Arafat told reporters in
the Palestinian self-rule area of

Gaza.
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Sheikh Mnamad rﬁaj' from the Islamic Party shouts

slogans yesterday in Amman, during a demonstration aga-
inst the Hussein-Rabin summit in Washington. — AFP phota

50 hurt in Ctg clash

~ From Page 1 Col 7
marked by gunfires, lobbying of
tear pas shells and cocktail
blasts. The clash that spread
from Shaheed Minar to the
west side of Laldighi maidan
lasted one hour.

The panic-stricken people
from around 'KC Dey Road and
Shaheed . Minar were seen
running for safety and most of
the. shops there were closed.

According to AFPSL], the po-
lice, backed by armed Jamaat
activists, opened lire on its
supporters and also lathi-
charged them amid lobbying of
tear gas shells. But police offi-
cials, when itacted denied
firing on APSU supporters.

Police said only batons were
charged and tear gas cans
lobbed to dispers= 1M unruly

processionistes. -
The ~AFSt slleved that
JamEat : 1« blasted a
i : it the mt_

side of Laldighi while police
was chasing the procession-
sists. -

APSU leaders:blamed the
Jamaat activists and the police

' for "attacking their proces-

sion" in which, they claimed
100 supporters were injured.

.In protest against the al-
leged aftack, APSU leaders
have called a dawn-to-dusk
hartal here, tomorrow. Besi-
des, they expressed their firm
determination to hold a
meeting at Laldighi maidan
tomorrow by resisting Jamaat.

Meanwhile, tension has
mounted in the port city fol-
lowing the clashes. '

The authorities are plan-
ning to take necessary sleps
to prevent further violence.

Police personnel -have al-
ready taken position around
the Laldighi maidan as several
hundreds of Jamaat supporters
are staying there.

peace

BSP meet decides

Other newspapers
to 1Increase

prices later

By Staff Cbrrespondent

Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Parishad (BSP) at a meeting
yesterday discussed different
issues facing the newspaper
industry.

The meeting also reviewed
the refixation of newspaper
prices and decided that those
newspapers which had not
increased prices will do so at a
convenijent time,

The meeting presided over
by Kazi Shahed Ahmed was
attended by Anwar Hossain,
Atiqullah Khan Masud, Moha-
mmad Zakaria Khan, Mahfuz
Anam, Abdul Awal, Matiur
Rahman, Mmzi Nabil Ahmed,
Rahat Khan and M Mofazzal
Hossain.

Govt employees’
strike paralyses
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India, July 25:
More than 30,000 employees
of the Kashmir state govern-
ment staged a strike today to
protest against the presence of
Indian troops around the
state's holiest 1slamic shrine,
reporis AFP.

Banks., courts and govern-
ment industries were also
paralysed by the one-day walk-
out, witnesses said.

The state government em-
ployees, most of whom are
Muslims. demanded that the
paramilitary Border Securily

1 Force [BSF) remove bunkers

set up last year near Srinagar's
Hazratbal shrine, the most sa-
cred mosque in Kashmir.

The BSF set up, pickeis
around the shrine in October
dyring a month-long army
siege aimed at flushing out
several dozen Kashmiri Muslim
separatists who had sought

inside the mosque.

Muslim devotges have boy-
cotted the mosque since then
to protest the presence of the
paramilitary troepers around
their place of worship.

Organisers of today's strike
said it was -also caHed to
protest the deaths in custody
of suspected Muslim militants.

The Indian security forces
have been frequently accused
of detaining and then Kkilling
'suspected Muslim militants.

Nearly 10,000 people have
died in Kashmir, India's only
Muslim majority .state, since a
Muslim separatist movement

began in 1989,

7 die as dome of
shrine collapses

in Karachi

KARACHI, July 25: At least
seven Muslims died and more
than 20 were injured today
when the main dome of an old

shrine in southern Pakistan fell

on them., an ambulance volun-
teer said. reports Reuter.

The large dome of the shrine
of the Muslim saint Lal Sha-
hbaz Qalandar at Sehwan, 200

| km (125 miles) northeast of

Karachi, fell when dozens of
people were busy in religioug
ceremonies, the volunteer said
by telephone.

Seven bodies and more than
20 injured people were found
under tonnes of debris, he said.

Russia to sell 7
rocket engines
to India

NEW DELHI, July 25: Russia
has agreed to sell seven cryo-
genic rocket engines to India
but it will not transfer their
technology. an Indian govern-
ment minister said today. re-
ports Reuter.

Minister of State for External
Affairs Raghunandan Lal Bhatia
told the Indian Parliament
Russia had agreed to sell four
engines to Delhi initially with
provision for another three
later.

“This will be without transfer
of technology,” Bhatia said.

Bhatia's comments were at
variance with Indian space sci-
entists who claimed in
September last year that their
colleagues had acquired the
drawings of the engines from
Russian experts, despite US ob-
jections.

“We have even received
drawings of the engine,” a se-
nior scientist at the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISROJ} in Bangalore city in the
south had told Reuters.

Russian officials say Moscow
suspended plans to sell the
c ic rocket technology to
India after the United States
opposed the 250 million US dol-
lars deal on the grounds that it
would vielate the missile tech-
nology control regime (MTCRJ.

The MTCR seeks to halt the
spread of rocket technology.
particularly to the developing
world.

India, a key non-communist
ally of the former Soviet Union,
is widely believed to be a nu-
clear threshold power, currently
engaged in the production of an
indigenous nuclear delivery sys-
tem.

Cryogenic rockets use low-
temperature fuels, such as lig-
uid hydrogen and methane.
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mourns Kim’s death

NEW DELHI. July 25 Prune Minister P V Narasimbha Rao
led the Indian parliament today in mourning the death of

Morth Korean leader Kim [1-Sung, describing him as a vallant
fighter for the Third World “He was one of the great

of our times,” Rao said in the Loksabha. the Lower House
parliament. before Speaker Shivraj Patil asked the members -
to observe a minute’s silence on the opening day of the par-
liament's monsoon session. reports Reuter

Pakistan lifts trade
embargo on S Africa

ISLAMABAD, July 25 Pakistan today formally lifted its

bargo on trade with South Alfrica,

&m-
which was in force for

decades because of Pretoria s now dismantied policy of
apartheid The decision was taken in view of the all-race elec-
tions in South Africa. Commerce Mintster Ahmad Mukhtar

said in a televised speech announcing the new trade policy
for fiscal 1994 - 95. reports Reuter

Qholera dea_t_h toll

rises to 11,000

French troops clash with
Hutu militia in Rwanda

GOMA. Zaire, .July 25
French Foreign Legionnaires

have clashed with Hutu militia,

killers in southwest Rwanda
while the death toll in
Rwandan refugee camps in
Zaire climbed to 11,000, re-
ports Reuter.

French forces struggling to
contain looting and a mass
movement of refugees into
Zaire said they skirmished
with Hutu militia for. three
nights near Bugarama.

Foreign Legion Lleutenant-
Colonel Jacques Hogard said
his men, probably the tough-
est in the French army. in-
flicted casualties, The legion-
naires sulffered none, he
added. :

"We are hunting them.~”
Hogard said on Sunday in
Cyangugu in the French-de-
clared “safe zone".

The “interahamwe” (those
who fight together] are a
French-trained Hutu militia
who played a leading role in

massacring members of the
Tutsi-minority after the Hutu
government launched its
genocidal purge of Rwanda's
former feudal rulers in April.

Now with the army defeated
by ° the Tutsi-dominated
Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF],
the militia are coercing the
Hutu population into joining

them in exile, pillaging what is

hit-and-run attacks on Tutsis.
With a cholera epidemic
killing more Rwandans in
refugee camps in eastern
Zaire, the United Nations said
today that existing mass
graves had all been filled.
“The death toll continues teo
rise. Our rough estimate is that
11,000 have died,” UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) spokesman Ray
Wilkinson told reporters in the
Zairean border town of Goma.
But Wilkinson also struck a
more optimistic note in saying
that more food was being de-
livered to the remote Zaire
camps and that thousands of

refugees had begun to go home
to Rwanda.

left of Rwanda and carrying out

On Sunday US military
planes dropped food aid to
Rwandan refugees in what aid
workers said was a senscless
operation, but many sick and
hungry Hutus gave up walting
for help anyway and began the
long trek home.

Three C-130 planes tar-
geted an airstrip near Katale
refugee camp but witnesses
said that instead of flying along
the strip they flew across and
dropped their load over the
courntryside. as far as one mile
(1.5 km) off the mark.

Rwanda's Presidert Pasteur
Bizimungu lefl for Mauritius
today for talks with Zairean
President’ Mobutu Sese Seko to
speed up the return of refu-
gees from Zaire. t

Bizimungu, jnstalled last

at the head of an RPF
F:;Ent.’ appealed fo the
nited States to wuse the
largely-deserted capital Kigali
as its main coordination point
for aid to Rwanda,

“We will discuss the refugee
situation in Zaire. The Zairean
authorities have put some ob-
stacles preventing refugees

from returning,” Bizimungu
told reporters at Kigali airport
before leaving for Mauritius.

In the last week, thousands
of corpses have been
into deep. trenches dug by
French forces from Operation
Turquoise on the edge of Goma
fown s cemelery.

Medecins Sans Frontiers
[doctors without bardﬂ‘li
spokeswoman Isabel Pardieu
told reporters daily deaths had
risen from 10 per 10,000 last'
week to 30 per 10,000 over
the weekend — a total of about
3,000 a day. .

“It's getting worse. We see
the bodies on the roads but not
far into the camps.," Pardieu
said.

French soldiers are only
collecting corpses that turn
up in Goma town, and many
are piling wup around the
camps to the north and west of
Goma uneollected, aid workers
said. =

and Japan agreed Monday to
cooperate in reducing tensions
over North HKorea's nuclear
programme but specified few
concrete steps, officials said,
reports AP.

The two countries’ foreign,
ministers, meeting in Bang-
kok, said they will give
"psychological support™ to
talks between North Korea and
the United States which are o
resume in Geneva on Aug 5.

Those talks, on North
Korea's suspecied develop-
ment of nuclear weapons, be-
gan on July 8 but were
deralled by the death of North
Korean President Kim Il Sung.

Im their meeting Monday.
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian
Qichen told his Japanese coun-
terpart, Yohei Kono, that peace
and stability on the Korean
peninsula are key concerns
and asked for Japan's close
cooperation, said Yoshio
Nomaoto, director of the China
and Mongolia division of
Japan's Foreign Ministry.

Kono emphasized that
North Korea must fully open
up its nuclear programme by
allowing international inspec-
tions and honouring the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, Nomoto said.

Qian termed denuclearisa-
tion of the Korean peninsula
the “primary position" of
Northeast Asian countries,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Shen Guofang said.
In the talks, Kono also indi-
rectly criticised China's mili-
tary buildup He told Qian that
sogrial development is more

UNDP programme
From Page 1 Col 8
the NEC auditorium,
ERD Secretary Lutfullahil
Majid will preside over the
opening and concluding ses-
sions of the meeting while
UNDP resident representative
Fimi Walanabe and Henning
Karcher, division chief [or
West and South Asia of UNDP,
will also attend the meeting.

Japan, China agree to help
reduce Korean N-tensions

- BANGKOK, July 25 China _

important than military
spending, and said Japan is
worried about China's contin-
ued nuclear testing, Nomoto
aaid. :

Qian replied that he under-
stood Japan's e€oncerns, and
that China's policy is to seek a
worldwide ban on nuclear
weapons, Nomoto said.

The foreign ministers also
discussed a regional organisa-
tion propose by Malaysia called
the East Asian Economic
Caucus which would exclude
the United States and other
outside nations.

Kono said the group must
not become a divisive factor in
Lhe region and emphasised
that it was important to gain
Washington's understanding.

Bank
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ing its requirement of working
capital.

In case of the mills already
closed down, the year of high-
est production out of the three
vears before their closure
would be selected for estimat-
ing t,pc requirement of work-
ing capital.

According to sources, the

government has given a total of
Tk 550 -crore to the jute mills
to share their losses under the
Jute Sector Adjustment Pro-
gramme during the last two
and a half years.
' The amount of loss financ-
ing during the current year is
likely to stand at Tk 150
crore, the sources added.

Stock market
From Page | Col 3

by raising the investment to 18
per cent of the GDP. At pre-
sent the investment- GDP ratio
is 14.5 per cent leaving a gap
of 3.5 per cent.

At the 1993-94 estimaie of

Tk 103806.36 crore GDP, the

18 per cent investment
armnount comes o Tk 18685.14
crore. The excess investment
required to fill the gap is Tk
3633.2%2 crore.



