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In search of novelty

This year's Siar
Premiecr Division
fcotball league.
which is sched-

uled to begin July
28, conjures up
sign's of a real theee-way battle
after several yehrs with

Mukujoddha Sangsad emerging
a new soccer r ol the
domestic circuil. Pundits may
argue that it has always been
for quite some time. suggesting
that Brothers Undon staking
pretence at the theoretical third
force siatus in the race lor
soccer supremacy at the club'
level

However, as it has been evi-
dent in the previous leagues
that the outfilt some-
how managed to defeat their
own causes somme how or the
other, leaving Meohammedan
Sporting Club and Abahani
Krira Chakra with the onus of
pulling the crowd to the Dhaka
Stadtum till the end ol the

league.
But scenario is likely to
change this year with

Muktijoddha, who hit the head-
lines of every news daily at the
very onset of the current soccer
season when they latched on to
the openings created by an un
precedented players revolt,
roping in ten footballists with
exposure to international level,
making a sudden bul superb
impact when they knocked out
both Mohammedans and
Abahani en route to their first
ever major title in the annals of
the club hitherto been rated
middlings. If their upset victory
over the biack and whites in the
Federation Cup semifinals is to
be taken as a mark of their
clear intentions, then the vic-
tory over Abahani f the final
should be treated as the con-
firmation that they have come
to stay al the top flight for a
few more vears Lo Coine.

U/nlike their superior oppo-
sitinns. who possess enough fi-

by Mir Ashfaquz Zaman
nancial strength to employ as
many as eleven foreign players
for their club campaign,
Muktijoddha made the most of
the local resources. Thanks to
Kazi Salahuddin. possibly the
lone superstar the coumitry has
ever produced, Muktijoddha
made it all the way

Salahuddin, who had been
rather ignominiously discarded
by Abahank the side he served
sincerely for most of his glitter-
ing career, suceeeded in trans-
forming a collection of pricey

* individuals into 2 cohesive unit,

that more than made amends

for a rather Taltering start in the
DMFA Cuap. .
Salahuddin’'s galvanising
touch did go a long way in real-
ising the side’'s potential but for
lack of popular support
Muktijoddha somehow found
themselves subject to inept, if
not shamelessly bias, referee-
ing. For reasons best known to
them, the men in the middie

somehow worked out a way Lo .

make their rulings against
Muktijoddha.

Fortunately for the newly-
crowned Federation Cup
champions,. they may not have
to experfence those nightmares
in this league as the organisers,
the Dhaka Metropolis Football
Association (DMFA) has figured
out a way to mitigate what
seems to be an endless griping
over refereeing decision by hir-
ing four FIFA officials to super-
vise some of the crucial
encounters. Though not a novel
concept as the has, in
the past, seen some foreign
referees in the midst of things,
this time the referees will be
employed full time, getting into
the act from the very start of
the league. DMFA has promised
to make necessary ajrange-
menis to import four referees
from a Southeast Asian coun-
iry.

The all too familiar sponsors
ol the league. the Bangladesh

Tobacco Company Limited,
struck a Taka 18-lakh deal with
the organiser yesterday.

This year's league will also
mark a new dimension to the
disciplinary stance of the
organisers as they made a new
resolution to punish the teams
involved in maiches
with a fine of Taka 25,000 each.

Defending champions
Mohammedan Sporting Club,
who will surely be driven by the
urge (o reassert their superior-
ity after a string of dismal
showing on the way to this
year's league, meet new kids on
the block, Bangladesh Boys in
the inaugural match at the
Dhaka Stadium. Moha-
mmedans, seemingly in a
dilemma regarding what to do
with their Russian recruits,

With the DMFA Cup al-
under their belt, the

Muktijoddha, Brothers
Union, 1 Krira Sang-
stha, . Agrani Bank and Warl

Club are thé other members of
the ivy league.

Simultaneously. the ten;
team tier involving the lesser
stars, the Star First Division
league, the same day
with the matches scheduled to
be held at the Mirpur Stadium.

Atherton pays the price

LONDON, July 25:
England cricket
captain Mike
J Atherton; at the

centre of a ball
= tampering row,
was lind' 2,000 pounds
(3.050 dollars) by the England
mana-gement on Sunday.
reports Reuter,

But Atherton. while accept .
ing the fine, denied using any
illegal substance and said he
had been using dirt in his
pocket to dry his linger and
prevent transferring sweat to
the ball

He said he had dirt in his
pocket 1o keep his hands dry
because of the very humid
weather but admitted he had.
not given that information to
match
when he was interviewed on
Saturday.

Ray lllingworth. chairman
of the England selectors. said
he had lined Atherton, 1,000
pounds 11,525 dollars) for us-
ing the dirt and the same
amouint for not giving a full ex-
planation to Burge,

Televisiorr pictures on
Saturday showed Atherton
rnibbing his hand in his ser

pockel before rubbing his fin-
gers mi the ball.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence after England had suf-
fered a humiliating 356-run
defeat. Atherton said: "I do not
wish to have the label of (heat

referee Peter Burge -

Hanging over ine.”

Reading [(rom a prepared
statement. he said: "It was very
hot and humid out there yes-
terday. your hands get wet and
this in turn dampens the ball
when you handile it.

MIKE ATHERTON

v all saw me reach into

my pocket, dry my [ingers
with some dirt in order not to
dampen e ball. Whilst I told
Mr Burge that 1 put my hand in
my pocket lo dry my fingers, I
did pot tell him that I used the
dirt to dry them, therefore my
response to his questioning
was incomplete.”

In response to guestions,
Atherton said he accepted the
television  pictures  looked

suspicious but said he had

often used dirt in his pocket
for the same before.

"l admit my mistake. | won't
do it again.” he said.

"I have never used any sub-
stance to polish the ball.”

The incident is especially
em for the England
management following the row
over allegations of ball tamper-

ing made against the Pakistan -

Test side in 1992 when their
fast bowlers Wasim Akram and
Wagar Younis frequently de-
stroyed the England batting.

The two Pakistani bowlers,
whose most potent weapon
was the in-ducking yorker,
normally with an old ball, have
always denied this.

Darren Gough, the most
successful of the England
bowlers, took two wickels in
the space of three balls with
exactly that type of delivery on
Sunday morming.

Law 42.5 of the game which
deals with ball tampering says:

"Any -member of the fielding
side may polish the ball
providing that such polishing
wasies no time and that no
artificial substance is used.

"No one shall rub the ball on
the ground or use any artificial
substance or take any other
action to alter the condition of

Law 42.13 (B) states: "A welt
ball may be dried on a towel or
with sawdust.”

British press slates TCCB

LONDON, July 25:
England's cricket
authorities and
their team cap-
| tain Mike Athe:-
: -—-— 1lon were far ffom
exonerated by the British
press on Monday over a ball
tampering scandal during the
humiliating 356-run first Test
defeat by South Africa, reports
Reuter.

Fraser joins |
injured Gough

LONDON, July 25: England
pace bowler Angus Fraser

joined his partner, Darren-

Gough on the Allan Donald in-
flicted injury list with a frac-
ture in his left hand, reports
ﬁP‘ = i

An X-ray Monday revealed .

Fraser's left hand little finger
was fractured by a Donald de-
livery just before England sub-
sided to their 356-run defeat
by South Africa at Lord's on
Sunday. :

England are hoping their
opening attack, two of the few

England players come ouf of

the [first Test with some
credit, will be fit for Thursday
week's second Test against

South Africa at Headingley,
Leeds.

Gough faces a second X-ray
on his. damaged right arm,
which was hit the rising
Donald delivery on the way to

England’'s humiliating innings
of 99 on Sunday. o

Atherton's dirty deeds.”
"The soiled skipper” and "Dirt
on his hands” were among the
headlines on the sports pages
of British papers the morning
after Atherton had tried to
explain his action, if not the
defeat with a day to spare.

The England captain was
captured on television on the
third day on Saturday rubbing
Ws hand in his trouser pocket,
then rubbing his fingers on the
ball.

That evening match referee
Peter Burge of Australia ruled
that Atherton had done

"nothing untoward.” But he did
not explain what Atherton had
done.

This Atherton attempted to
‘do 24 hours later, insisting he
was not a cheat and explaining
that he had earth in his
pocket, taken from a bare

“patch on the feld, to dry the
ball. b

Chairman of selectors Ray
Illingworth fined Atherton
2,000 pounds sterling (dollar
3.050) 1,000 (dollar 1,525)
for using the dirt and the same
amount for not giving a full ex-
planation to

But Eng]and's image has
been tarnished by the incident
and its poor handling by the
Test and County Cricket Board

(TCCB), the game's ruling body

in the country, papers said.
Editorials in several British
dailies said the TCCB had in-

creased the speculation of ball

tampering by not taking im-
megliate action on Saturday.

The Daily T:l-&gra.ph qm
tioned the fine for using the

dirt alter Lthe match authuriuea
had "all accepted there was
nothing illegal in Atherton's
drying of his fingers on dirt.”

It added: "Unfortunately, by
fining him for the use dirt! the
chairman seems to have sig-
nalled that he does not share
the captain's view of his inno-
cence.”

The Daily Mail said "Captain
.clean" had with his fine paitl a
small price "for the deceit that
has sullied the honour of the
England captaincy."

It wrote: "In a different, less
cynital, era it would have
meant certain dismissal (for
Atherton).”

A British Member of
Parll nt Monday called
on selectors fo sack.

Aihertnm “To show they are
people who still believe in the
spirit of the game." -

Papers said England could
no longer point a finger at
other nations over ball tamper-
ing.

England were invelved in a
row over allegations of ball
tampering made against the
Pakistan Test side in 1992
when their fast bowlers Wasim
Akram and Waqgar Younis fre-

Atherton's dreadful week-
end was not helped with his
early dismissal in England's
second innings when his side
were bowled out for 99 runs,

their worst total at Lord's this

m"h“yntptlnﬂlndrﬂ to
urn
the dark ages.,” ran a banner

headline in the Times.

Hagi joins
Barcelona

LONDON, July 25 Roma
nian striker Gheorghe Hagl.
one of the stars of this sum
mer's World Cup. has singed a
iwo-year contract with FC
Barcelona. club vice president
Joan Gaspart announced Mon
day. reports AP.

Hag!. who has played for
Brescia since the fall of 1992
will join the club August | when

8 top team presents their
players for the 1994-95 season,
Gaspart said.

Barcelona's Dutch coach
Johan Cruyfl “wanted Hagi. and
now we've got him,” Gasparl
told reporters

A misunderstanding aboul
tax payments in Hagl s contract.
reported to be about dirs one
million a year. forced the col
lapse of several days of negotia-
tions when Hagl arrived in
Barcelona on Friday for an
exam by team doctors. said a
spokesman for Gaspart who
asked not 1o be named

This prompted reports that
English club Tottenham were
to renew their (wo million

{‘HE{]HGHE HAGI
pound (dirs 3 million) bid for
the Romanian ace.

But Hagl relented in the wee
hours of Saturday morning. the
spokesman said.

“The player understood his
payment wasg tax-free, and
Barcelona just can’t do that. FC
Barcelona kept that position,
and Hagl changed his." the
spokesman said.

Pak-SL XI
match drawn

MATARA. Shri Lanka, July
25: Pakistan's three-day tour
game against & Shri Lanka
Board President's XI. short-
ened by rain., ended in a tame
draw on Monday, reports
Reuter.

Pakistan declared their first
innings at tea on 250 for six
with Saeed Anwar (95) and
captain Salim Malik (77 not
out) contributing contrasting
half centuries.

Shri Lanka replied with 46
for three before the match was
called off after the (wo
mandatory overs.

Malik brought the bowling
action of Jayananda Warna-
weera to the notice of the
umpires after he was hit in
the stomach by a ball which
kicked up viciously off a good
lcngth

"In my opinion and from
the team's point of view, he is
throwing: We are making an
official complaint to the Shri
Lanka Cricket Board,” Malik
told reporters after the game.

“We told Malik that we are
watching his (Wapnaweera's)

action,” umpire M M Mendis
said.

Korean soccer
coach due Aug 5

Man Young Kang., a South
Korean football coach is likely
to arrive here on August 5 to
train the budding footballers of
the country, officials of the
Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) said in Dhaka yesterday.

reports BSS.
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field competition in St Petersburg on July 24.

PETERS-
BURG July 25
Three gold me-
dals for star swi-
mmer Alexander

helped

Russia tie with the United Sta-
les on six gold medals apiece
from the 20-event Goodwill
Games swinuning programme
on Sun-day, reports Reuter.

But just as impressive, were
the five gold medals which rel-
atively unknowrn Chinese took

in 10 women's eventis to rein- _

force their pre-eminence in
women's swimming. '

However, the ‘mediocre
times recorded throughout the
programme once more added
fuel to a row over the pool wa-
Ler.

Organisers failed to filter
the cloudy water properly in
time for the competition, ob-
scuring the swimmers events

to be held on one day rather
than two.

Dauble Olympic champion
Popov took gold in the 50 and
100 metres [reestyle and
4x100 metres medley relay.

But far from breaking
records, he won the 100 me-
tres In a mere 50.58 seconds,
more than twe secands oulside
his own world record of 48.21
set last month.

"'m not a record-breaking
machine.” he said.

Significantly, for both his
own huge potential and the

relatively low status which the
Goodwill Games have for many
athletes, he added: “We have
only just started ng for
the World Championships (in
Rome in September).”

His three-medal haul was
matched by China's Ren Xing,
who took the 100 and 200
metres breaststroke and
helped China win the 4x100
metres mediey relay.

Hong Shu won the women's
100 metres butterfly and Bai
Xiauyu took the 100 metres
backstroke.

China's success. with what
coach Wen Xinlong called a
third-string team. has rein-
forced their meteoric rise and
brought a resurgence ol suspi-
cions of drug use. which they
dismiss.

"l try not to think about it,”
said 16-year-old American
Annemieke McReynolds after
taking a 200-metre silver be-
hind Ren.

“There's been a lot of talk
about them doping and I just
try to put it out of my mind
and do without it."

The Americans had some
success of their own to dwell
on.

Angtl Martino won the
women's 30 and 100 metres to
pull off a double — she won the
same titles at the inaugural
1986 Goodwill Games in
Moscow.

And Mel Stewart took the

Sportiﬁﬁﬁﬁi—-——
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Sily ia Costa lrom Cubg soars over the bar at 195 cm o win the women's hagh juimip final of the Coodwill Games trae

Popov proves unstoppable

men's 200 metires to become
the first person to win three
successive Goodwill Games ti-
tles. |

The Olympic and world

champion sald he had been
feeling the effects of tonsillitis.

thriling race of the day as
Russia's European silver
medalist Denis Pankratov hit
the turn I fifth place but
pulled out an electrifying final
50 metres to 'pip Germany's
Christian Keller.

Defending champion and
1988 Olympic gold medalist
Anthony Nesty of Surinam had
Lo be content with fifth place.

In the women's 200 metres
butterfly, American Michelle
Griglione deprived Hong of yet
another morning-afternoon
double, winning by just one-
hundredth of a second In
2:14.25.

In the men's 100 metres
backstroke, Spain's Martin
Zubero added another title to
his morning win in the 300
metres,

And Costa Rica's Claudia
Poll pulled off a convincing vic-
tory over US Olympic cham-
pion Nicole Haislett in the
women's 200 metres freestyle.

Russians deny Dream Team II

ST PETERSBURG.: Russia,
July 25. Where is the Dream
Team when the United States
needs i1?

Without any NBA stars to
carry them. American colle-
gians continued to struggle in
international competition.
losing to the Russians 77-75 at
the Goodwill Games on
Sunday, reports AP,

Spurred by a noisy, flag-
waving crowd, the Russians
seriously damaged the favoured
Americans’ chance to win the
Goodwill Games gold medal,

Dream Team. II. stars from
the NBA, will get their chance
at the Russians next month at
the World Chamipionships in
Canada. The original Dream
Team. with greats like Michael
Jordan. Larry Bird and Magic
Johnson, won the gold medal
at the 1992 Olympics.

Collegiate teams — amateurs
— have won only the 1993
World University Games singe
taking the+«pold medal at the
1986 . Goodwill Games. US
teams have been beaten at the
1988 Olymplics, Pan Am
Games, World Championships
and the 1990 Goodwill Games.

Considering (he e¢ircum-
stances, that's why Russian
coach Serger Belov., who hit

the winning shot in the closing
seconds of the 1972 Olympic
final against the United States,
called Sunday's win "a meoral
victory."

He fears that his team will
be overmatched against the
American pros at Toronto.

US coach George Raveling,
however, has to concern him-
self only with this tournament.

“Our players are now more
determined tharn ever to get
into the gold medal round.” he
said.

The Russians. playing a
tough defence that prevented
the Americans from getting
the ball inside to their big
men. took the lead for good
60-58 with less than seven
minutes remaining on two foul
shots by Andrei Fetisov, who
was drafted by the Boston
Celtics last month, then traded
to the Milwaukee Bucks.

After that, the Russians re-
pulsed every American chal-
lenge with accuracy from the

- free throw line. The Ameri-

cans, meanwhile, missed seve-
ral key free throws in the final
minutes. .

The Russians also were
helped by the fans. who were

~whistling and doing the wave.

Sergei Bazarevich led the

e

Bouth African paceman Craig HﬂlthﬂWﬁ does a war-dance after inducing an e?e
England batsman Alec Stewart behind the stumps on the fourth day (Sunday) of the

at Lord's.

from
rst Test

Russians with 23 points.
Sergei Babkov. who did not
play in Saturday night's 95-93
victory over China. scored 18.
Fetisov wound up with nine..
Shawn Respert of Michigan
State who hit a 3-pointer just
before the final buzz~r, to
the Americans with 17 points,
but was only 6-for-16 from the
field.
* For the second straight
game, reserve Michael Finley

‘of Wisconsin gave the Ameri-

cans a lift off the bench, sco-

ring 14, while Damon Stou-
damire of Arizona had 11.

Overall, the Russians hit 24-
of -28 foul shots, while the
‘Americans were only '14-of-27
from the line.

The loss followed the
Americans’ 83-71 viclory over
Argentina in their opening
game Saturday night.

The hmcri-:ans still can
reach the medal round by beat-
ing China Monday and if Russia
beats Argentina. China is 0-2
after losing to Argentian 71-49

Sunday night. )
Canada claim

C'wealth
b'ball crown

KUALA LUMPUR, July 25:
Canada Sunday emerged cham-
pions of Commonwealth bas-
ketball -when they beat title-
holders England. 64-50 in the
final match of the six-nation
tournament, reports AFP,

Nigeria came in third after
England, followed by Malaysia
and Hong Kong. who took
fourth and fifth placing. while
Singapore finished last.

The Canadians displayed
remarkable speed and accu-
racy to end the unbeaten run
of the English in one of the
toughest games of the six-day
tournament,

At half-time, Canada were
only leading by a narrow 31-
27.

Michael Meeks did most of
the scoring for the champions
and delivered a total 15 points.

But his record was matched
by England's Peter Scant-
lebury. who was quick tp reply
almost every winning move
made by the rivals.

The Canadians sped ahead
after the breather, with Meeks
and glant-sized Norm Froemel
engineering some brilliant
MANOUEVErs.

The 2.13-metre {77 inch)
Froemel was the toast of his
team when he came on to sink

— AFP photo | gngland with the final basket.

— AFP ph..m

LONDON. July 25: Captain
Richie Richardson will miss
the West Indies tour of India
later this year and could be out
of cricket for up to a year be-
cause of health caused by
fatigue, reports Reuter.

His English county, York-
shire. have cancelled his
contract by mutual consent
and he played his last match
for them on Sunday. hitting 38
in a three wicket defeat by

Gloucestershire at
Cheltenham
"I have been extremely

tired due to the pressures of
continuous cricket, particu-
larly as |1 have not had a good
break for many year%" said
Richardson.

"At times | have felt very fa-
tigued and generally unwell. |
have been conscious of my re-
sponsibilities to Yorkshire and
my teammates and now | feel
it is in the best interest of all
concerned for me to have a
complete break.”

Yorkshire president Sir
Lawrence Byford said: "Richie
has been a great influence in

 the dressing room and it s sad

that he has been plagued with
fitness problems.

"l readily accept that it is in
the hest interest of all
that Richie should cease play-
ing immediately in order to
regain full fitness and his un-
doubted prowess as a world
class batsman.” _

The West Indies Board of
Control and Yerkshire have
been concerned with the
player's general well-being for
some time.

Richardson was *referred to
a London specialist who re-
ported that he was suffering
from "acute fatigue syndrome.”

West Indies chiel executive
Steve Camiacho said: "We are
naturally worned about the sit-
uation with Richie so his re-
turn to full fithess and health
is our paramount concern.’

Azhar clicks,
Lara limps

LONDON, July 25: Indian
captain Mohammad Azharu-
ddin blasted a superb unde-
feated 111 off just 81 balls to
steer Derbyshire to victory at
Northampton as Brian Lara-

flopped again in the Sunday
cricket league. reports Reuter.

It was Azharuddin's first |
century in the competition and
he achieved it in style — his
assaylt including eight sixes.
He raced from 50 to 100 in
only 21 balls and shared in a
stand of 142 in 19 overs with
Adrian Rollings, who made just
35, j

Derbyshire reached 233 for
four and finally won a faster
scoring rate after a thunder-
storm ended Lhe Northants
reply at 140 for five with ten
OvVers remaining,

Warwickshire got only 13
runs [rom the prolific Lara,
who was trapped Ibw by
England Test discard Peter
Such, but they still scored a
three-wicket victory over
Essex at Edgbaston.

Already winners of the
Benson and Hedges Cup, they
stayed on course for a Grand
Slam of all four English com-
petitions as they opened a six-
point lead in the leaguwe.

Kent's West Indian all-
rounder Carl Hooper hit 60 in
71 balls to steer his side to an
eight-run victory over defend-
ing champions Glamorgan at
Ebb Vale in a maich reduced
to 28 overs a side because of
rain.

West Indies captain Richie
Richardson scored a rapid 38
for Yorkshire against Glouces-
tershire at Cheltenham but was
well caught by his West Indies
vice-captain Courtney Walsh at
mid-wicket.

Then an unbeaten 102 by
Mark Al saw CGiloucesters-
hire reach a formidahie victory
target of 2681 with three

Lwickctlam:iiﬂhﬂhmlpul.



