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Attendance of pry

school students falls

in remote villages

From Our Correspondent

MADARIPUR, July 25: The
number of primary school go-
ing children is decreasing in
remote areas of the district as
they are compelled to take up
jobs to give financial support
to their families. "

According to a survey. a
large number of children. be-
tween age 8 and 12 groups are
engaged in different odd jobs
to earn their livelihood instead
of going to schools.

As a result of this. primary
schools of these areas are fac-
ing acute shortage of students
and the problems are intens-
ifying everyday.

. The survey report also said

the parents of these children
are marginal and landless
farmers and in general have
large family members. Most of
them cannot afford to meet
the expenses of their family
needs.

Finding no other alterna-
tive, the poverty siricken
farmers prefer to engage their
children in various petty jobs
like cattle grazing. rickshaw
pulling etc.

Besides, during the harvest-
ing seasons, a good number of
labourers doing with their kids
migrate to other places in
search of work.

People won't accept budget
for current fiscal: Samad

MOULVIBAZAR, July 25:
Awami League presidium
member and Deputy leader of
the Opposition Abdus Samad
Azad has said the people will
not accept the budget for the
current fiscal year, passed in
pariament in the absence of
the opposition, reports UNB.

“It's a BNP budget, not peo-
ple's budget.,” he told a public
meeting organised by district
Awami League at the local
Shaheed Minar receritly.

Opposition Chief whip
Mohammad Nasim MP, Abdul
Awal Miah MP, Sultan Md
Mansur and Syed Mansur Ali
also spoke at the meeting
presided over by Azizur
Rahman MP,

"The budget with neither be
accepted nationally nor inter-
national,” said Azad.

The deputy opposition
leader alleged that the present
government had failed to run
the government while the law
and order situation had be-
come alarming and corruption
had infiltrated in every sphere.
But. he said. discussion on
corruption by a minister was

neot allowed in parliament.

The AL leader also accused
the government of failing to
run the parliament effectively.
"Even the ruling party MPs are
not attending parliament regu-
larly.”

He said pointed out that the
students were now going
abroad for study due to uncer-
tainty in completing ‘education
at home. Eighty thousand stu-
dents are now studying in
India alone, he said.

He blamed the government
for creating the Taslima
Nasreen issue to divert peo-
ple's attention from the oppo-
sition movement. .

Opposition chief whip
Mohammad Nasim said, impar-
tial election was nol possible
under the present government
and asserted that opposition
parties will not return to the
parliament if the government
did not introduce a bill for
caretaker government.

He said, the opposition will
not participate in any polls
unless the government accepts

the demand for caretaker gov-

ernment.

Fruit bearing trees
face extinction

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, July 25: Fruit
trees in all the seven

thanas of the Cox's Bazar dis-
trict are on the verge of ex-
tinction, due to large-scale

cutting. :

Actording to a report, Cox’s
Bazar sadar. Chokoria, Ramu,
Ukhia, Teknaf, Kutubdia and
Moheskhali thanas of the dis-
trict were famous for different
kinds of fruits such as jack
fruit, lichi, mango, palm,
guava, amioki and pineapple.

These fruits grew abun-
dantly in those areas. The peo-
of the district never face

fruits to meet the require-
ments of nutritions their. Now
fruits are not available. There

birth rate.

Many poverty stricken
people are compelled to sell
their fruit bearing trees to a
sections of traders. These
trees are being used as fire-
wood and house building mate-
rials. Due to the indiscriminate
felling of the fruit-bearing
trees, an acute crisis of fruit
has been prevailing every-
where.

Besides, the ecological bal-
ance is being hampered day by
day.

The scarcity of amloki has
hit the old people who need it
most because they generally
eat rice and other food after
mixing it with them when they
lose taste for food.

Jt is learnt that, if the pre-
sent trend of felling of fruit-
bearing trees continues, mo
fruit will be available in the
district in the near future.

The authority concerned

Cox's Bazar from total destruc-
tion for the greater interest of
public health as well as the
country,

used for the survey work. To
complete first phase of the

work of the an amount
of Taka six crore will be re-

“quired. according to an official

source.

It is surprising to note that
during the current financial
year no fund has been allocated
for the proposed Ganges
Barrage in the Annual
Development Programme
(ADP).

The project work included
the construction of three
pump houses having lifting ca-
pacity of 16000 cusecs of wa-
ter each having three regula-
tors with 715 kilometres long
fleod control embankment.

2 trucks collide,
one killed,
eight injured
DINAJPUR, July 25: A man

was killed and eight others
were

jpur- Birampur road Saturday,
reports UNB

According to witnesses,
Dudu Miah, 59 died on the
spot when a truck, carrying
cattle bound for from
Dinajpur. collided with an-
other stone loaded truck com-
ing from opposite direction at
the point.

The seriously injured Abdur
Rahman, 35 Bacchu Miah and
Abdur Rahman were admitted
to the hospital while five

others were reicased after first
aid

== National

MOU signed in Rajshahi

RAJSHAHI, July 25: The
National Bank Limited [NBL)
Rajshahi branch has under-
taken an extensive credit dis-
bursement programme involy-
ing Taka one crore for increas-
ing crop production in the
Barind project area in Rajshahi
and Naogaon districts.

A Memoranduim of
Understanding (MOU) to this
effect was signed for the sec-
ond time recently between
National Bank Limited, and the
Barendra Multipurpose
Development  Authority
(BMDA] in the Barendra
Bhaban in Rajshahi. The
Managing Director of the
National Bank Limited K A
Majid and the BMDA Executive
Direcior ™M Asaduzzaman
signed the MOU on behalf of
their respective organisations.

A function was organised on
this occasion which was
presided over by the Chairman
of BMDA and Rajshahi
Divisional Commissioner M
Aminul Islam and addressed by
the Executive Director of
Bangladesh Bank M A Ragqib,
General Manager of Bangladesh
Bank. Rajshahi branch Didarul
Islam, Executive Engineer of
BMDA Md Abdul Momen,
Assistant Vice President of
National Bank Limited Rajshahi
branch S M Shamsul Islam and
Rural Credit Officer of NBL,

- Rajshahi branch Ariful Hag.

The three years term
Memorandum of
Understanding states that NBL
in cooperation with the BMDA
will provide production loans
to the farmers of the area for
different sectors of agriculture
in the command areas of the
deep tubewells set up by
BMDA. A total of 1043 acres of
land will come under this pro-
gramme during 1994-95 fiscal

year.

- 49.21200
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vided in the form of inputs
when ever it will be necessary
under strict supervision.

The National Bank Limited
(NBL]} started a "Rural Credit
Project” of Taka 25 lakh in
1992 under the first MOU
with the BMDA in the Barind
area in Tanoré and Godagari

ith of s i distric e
hanﬁ cﬁ?t?ﬂﬁhuteﬁ l’i‘.’Rga
lakh in form of
kinds among 863 farmers in

the command area of 21 deep
tubewells in the first phase

Procurement
targets of paddy,

rice may fail in
- 16 N dists

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, July 25: Pro-
curement targets of paddy,.
rice and wheat may not be
achieved this year in 16 north-
ern districts of the country, it
is apprehended.

According to sources, 1.47
lakh metric tons of rice against

the target of 2 lakh metric
tonns, 5 thousand metric tons

of paddy against the target of
32 thousand metric tons and
17 thousand metric tons of
wheat against the target of 1.5
lakh metric tons have bheen
procured till now. The pro-
curement programme began
April this year.

Rice. paddy and wheat are
being bought at the rates of Tk
370, Tk 230 and Tk 230'per
maund respectively.

Sources said that the pro-
curement programme started
late this ime and that was why
the procurement target would
not be achieved. Despite that
the procurement this year is
more than that of last year, of-
ficial sources said.
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Special credit programme
to raise crop production

from November 1992 to June,
1994. The rate of loan realisa-
tion was recorded 100 per
cent which was an exceptional
example in the country, it was
learnt. Production of crops in-
creased by 38.88 per cent in
those areas. Loan will also be
disbursed for pisciculture,
poultry, animal husbandry and
small transport vehicles under
the second phases of MOLU.

An UNB report from
Kishoreganj adds: A scheme
has been taken up to bring
1,80,696 hecthres of land un-
der intensive aman cultivation
in-seven districts under Dhaka
Agricultural Zone during the
current season.

According to Agriculture
Extension Department, about
1,36,096 hectares will be
brought under high ylelding
variety including Paijam and
44,600 hectares under local
variety.

Of the total area, 7.432
hectares will be cultivated in
Dhaka district, 6.826 hectares
in Narayanganj, 40,020
hectares in Narsingdi, 46,540
hectares in Gazipur, 1,508
hectares in Manikganj, 260
hectares in Munshiganj and
78.110 hectares in Tangail
districts.

Meanwhile, tlte department
has fixed the production target
at 4.07.140 metric tons of
aman paddy.

Besides,
1331 demonstration plots in
all seven districts to acquaint
the farmers with the modern
methods of aman cultivation.

For the successful imple-
mentation of the scheme
Bangladesh  Agriculture
Development Corporation has
distributed seeds, pesticides
and other necessary inputs
among the farmers at fair
prices.
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AED has set up
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RAJSHAHI: The Managing Director of National Bank Ltd, K A Majid and Executive

Director of the Barendra Multipurpose Development Authonity (BMDA), M Asaduzzaman
signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Rural Credit Programme in Barind area re-

cently.

COX'S BAZAR, July 2%
About 35,000 inhabitants of
the Cox's Bazar va have
been passing miserable life due
to absence of civic amenities in

in very
bad. Only 50 per cent of the
the town is pucca. The
roads are becoming

want of proper

g

. Cox’s Bazar-
Teknaf routes.- Passengers,

larly the women and
children. suffer much for want

here and there for which tral-
jam is created every now
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adequate water for
use. Only 25 per
provided with water
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lights are inoperational. The
lecal people including the
tourists feel it insecure to go
outside at night.

The only one market of the

BKB introduces
lending programme

PATUAKHALL, July 25
Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB)
has introduced a lending pro-
gramme on poverty alleviation
during current fiscal year. re-

ports UNB.

BKB will distribute short
term credit to the distressed
peopile through its branches in
Barisal. Khulna. Dhaka and
Comilla divisions.

Official sources said the
main objective of the pro-
granmupe is to create self-em-
ploymient and income-generat-
ing activities in rural areas.

The bank officials will iden-
tify and select the borrowers.
The bank officials of disburse-
ment section will further en-
sure proper utllisation and
timely recovery of the loan.

Under the programme the
loanees will be given necessary
training in bee-fattening line
in cooperation with he dis-
triet/thana livestock depart-
ment and the training shall be
completed at least one month
before the disbursement of the
loan.

Under the scheme a loanhee
may be given Tk 25.000 as
credit for purchase of five cow
calves at the maximum rate of
Tk S5000. The loan will be re-
covered after one week of the
next Eid-ul-Azha occasion

— Star photo

Inhabitants of Cox's Bazar i)oura
area pass miserable life

town is in the grip of manifold
problems. The buyers and
sellers have been suffering
much for want of space and
drainage system. Garbages are
found stockpiled here and
there from which bad odour
emits.

The number of public tol-
lets is too inadequate 10 meet
the increasing demand of the
people. Moreover, the tollets

Recreation facility in the

town is absent. People, espe-

cially the young people, have
no means to pass their leisure

time. Some people think that
the young boys are found in-
volved in anti-social activities
for want recreational facilities.
The children have no other
alternative to pass their time.
The concerned authorities
have been urged to take im-
mediate steps to extend req-
uisite civic amenities to the
residents of the pourashava

and mitigate the sufferings.
Mosquito

menace

Mosquito menace has be-
come a serious threat to public
health in Cox's Bazar district
town.

There are a number of
ponds and ditches which are
full of waterhyacinths and
garbages. These are the main

mosquito breeding centres.
The pourasava nuiomy does

not take any initiative to clear
these ponds and ditches.

The students, who prepare
their lessons at night are the
worst victims of mosquito bit-
ing,

|

Scheme for
massive aman
cultivation in

Moulvibazar

From Our Correspondent

MOULVI BAZAR. July 25; A
massive scheme has been
taken up to bring 1 lakh 9
thousand 640 hectares of land
under transplanted aman culti-
vation in six thanas of
Moulvibazar district this sea-
ns ;

According to district

Agriculture Extension Depa-

rtment (AED) source, of the
total land 70 thousand 640
hectares will be brought under
high ylelding variety and 39
thousand hectares under local
variety. -

The thana-wise breakup is
— Moulvibazar sadar 18.470
hectares, Srimongal thana —
13.955 hectares, Rajnagar
thana—13.415  hectares,
Kamalganj thana -24.415
hectares, Kulaura thana -
25,865 hectares and Baralekha
thana 13,665 hectares of land.

About 6132 hectares of
seedbeds have already been
prepared for successful im-
plementation of the scheme,

With the implementation of

| the scheme, it is expected that

about 1,76.,600 metric tons of
high yielding variety and
58,500 metric tons of local va-

riety of rice will be produced *

in the district.

Besides, the government
has .allocated Taka 21 lakh 93
thousand 900 for agriculture
rehabilitation scheme in the
district.

According to AED source,

under this scheme seeds and
fertilizer on this amount will
be distributed among the flood
affected poor farmers free of
cost for ensuring transplanted
aman and rabi-cyops season. It
is mentionable here that floods
had damaged boro-crops in
last boro season.

Two killed 1n
road accident

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, July 25: Two per-
son were killed in a road acci-
dent on Sylhet-Tamabil high-
way recently.

A truck (Sylhet Ta-5164)
while on its way to Jafflong
frorn Sylhet turned turtle
when the driver lost control
over the steering at a place
near Haripur, about 14 Kilome-
ters from Sylhet town. Two
unknown persons died on the
spot while two others were se-
riously injured. Nibaron, 31
and Abdur Rahim, 20, have
been admitted to the Sylhet
MAG Osmany Medical College
Hospital in a critical condition.

he driver managed to
escape after accident. A case
has been registered with the

_Jaintapur PS.

More customs

corridor soon

RAJSHAHI, July 25: The
government has decided to
open customs corridor at dif-
ferent points of the frontier for
legal passage of Indian cattle
and stopping unnecessary ha-
rassment of the people, re-
ports UNB.

This was stated by Home

Minister Abdul Matin Chowd- -

hury while opening two
corridors (land customs out-
posts) at Rajbarai and
Sultanganj Tuesday, said an of-
ficial handout.

He asked the local people
to provide the statistics of
their domestic cattle to their
thana and also inform police
before selling theéem to help
stop harassment.

The governmery has intro-
duced such customs system
within three years of its
assuming power with a view to
improving socio-economic
condition of the people, the
minister told the inaugural
function.

State Minister for Establish-
ment, Barrister Aminul Haque,
Farida Rahman, MP and Begum
il.utfun Nesa Hossain, MP also
spoke on the occasion.

Two strangulated
in Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, July 2% Two
people were strangulated in
sadar 2nd Kazipur thanas of the
district recently, reports UNB.

Teen-age Sanwar  Hossain,
son of Jabed Ali of village
Naodashaliabari in sadar thana,
was found dead on a road near
their house.

Police said the 18-vear-old
Hossain might have been
strangulated following rivalry
with the bours.

Santosh (28) of Chhalbari in
Kazipur thana was also strangu-
lated over jJand dispute, police
said. His body was recovered
from a field this moraing.

Two cases were filed with
police in connéction with the
murders.

In apother incident, 17
people were injured, four seri-
ously, in a clash between two

rou[- over the possession of a
ootball ground In village

Pangashi in Raygan| thana re-
cently

Police said the clash ensued
when a group of youths tried to
recover the ground,
by an influential person of the
village by sowing vegetable.
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BARISAL .
~ Govt poultry

farm earns
Tk 21 lakh

July@2@Government poultry

~ farm.of Amanatgonj of Barisal

district earned a sum of Tk
21.10.886 in eleven months

this year, feports BSS.

According to an official
source, the farm produced
1.35.178 eggs (hens and
ducks) in the period and
reared about 42,000 chicken
and ducklings. There are

and chicken in this farm now,

1 the source added.

The farm stands over an
area of 1B acres of land includ-

- ing a lake of 12 acres around

three sides of this farm.
Pisciculture may be introduced
in the farm lake.

Another UNB report says:

Police recovered a
pipegun and arrested Masum
(18) during an operation in the
town Saturday. reports UNB.

In a separate drive, police
seized 26 bottles of Phensydil
from Amtali area and arrested
Sohel (25).

SIRAJGANJ

Week-long eye
camp

From Our Correspondent

July 28; The week-long eye
camp in Belkuchi was con-
cluded recently. A total of 48
patients here operated upon
and 400 patients were ex-
tended outdoor treatment. The
Sirajganj base Eye Hospital of
Bangladesh National Society
for the Blinds [BNSB] in co-
operation with Sirajgan) Lions
Club conducted the camp.

The eye camp at Belkuchi
Shishu Academy was locally
sponisored by the enthusiastic
people by raising subscription.

NARAIL

Prices of house
building matenals

g0 up

July 25: The prices of house
building materials have shot up
abnormally hampering the de-
velopment works in three
thanas of the district, reports
UNB.

Local people said prices of
Cl sheet, brick, rod. cement
and clumps have shot up in the
«listrict. Bricks are being sold

per thousand as against Tk
1.900.

The price of cement has in-
creased to Tk 225 per bag
whieh was Tk 180 and MS rod
is being sold between Tk
25,000 and 27.000 per ton as
against Tk 15000 only.
Accordingly, prices of Cl sheet
and clumps have also shot up.

Earlier, the government has
started development pro-
gramme and sanctioned huge
amount of money for the con-
struction works in the thana
areas

also being implemented by the
LGED which is ing ham-
pered due to the same reason.

lup

SYLHET

7,639 ducks, hens, ducklings '

between Tk 2.400 and 2.500

Besides, the work of ADP is

Trader commits
suicide
From Our Correspondent

July 25 A 48-year old
trader Mansur Miah commit-

ted suicide by taking poison
yesterday.

The victim, a coconut
trader, had an altercation of
words with his son early hours
yesterday. He took poison at
about 8 am and was immedi-
ately taken to the Sylhet MAG
Osmany Medical College
Hospital where the physicians
declared him dead.

_He hails from Noakhali and
had been staying at Topkhana
area in Sylhet for the last few

vears.
NETRAKONA

Construction
work of bridge
going on

July 25 The construction
work of 360 feet long baily
bridge on the river Kongro at
Takurakona in Netrakona dis-
trict headquarters is going on
the full swing, reports BS5.

Communication Ministry
sanctioned about Taka one
crore and fifty lakh for the
construction of the bridge,
Netrakona Roads and Highways
Department office source said.

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman laid the foundation
stone of the bridge recently.
With completion of the bridge
a long felt demand of the peo-
ple. Barhatta, Mahonganj and
Kalmakanda thanas, would be
fulfilled.

SATKHIRA

One killed, 3 hurt
in road mishap
July 25: A passenger was

killed and three others injured

when a bus hit roadblocks and
tumbled into a ditch near

Alipur in sadar thana Friday
evening. reports UNB.

Police said the Kaligan)
bound bus from Satkhira hit a
barricade raised on the road by
villagers and skidded into a
roadside ditch, killing Abdul
Khaleq,

The injured were admitted
to sadar hospital.

A case was filed in this con-
nection.

MALJDEE COURT
Passing out parade

of constables

July 25: The passing oul pa-
rade of 6th batch of newly re-
cruited constables of Noakhali
Police Training Centre (PTC)
held at the local Shahid Bhulu
Stadium through a briel cere-
mony recently.

Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Chittagong Range.
Mohammad Salam took the
salute as chief guest where a
total of 418 recruited consta-
bles took part after completion
of their six months training.

Best recruits were also
awirdtd with medals:

GOPALGANJ, July 25:
Unplanned shrimp cultivation
in the coastal areas of Gop-
alganj district threatens crop

production and ecological
balance.
According to a survey con-

ducted by Centre for Develo-
pment barrenness has started
on the vast area of Gopalganj
district as the farmers are
preserving saline water in the
arable lands to cultivate
shrimp. The survey revealed
that the crop production in
the coastal areas has alarm-
ingly come down causing a loss
of several crores of taka

annually
Besides. due to increased
salinity production of green

vegetables also has lallen
sharply.
Several varieties of local

paddy including IRRI-boro. aus
and aman have already disap-
peared and a large number of
fruit bearing trees like mango.
jackfruit, and other trees like
betel-nut are diminishing due
to salinity.

Different kinds of local fish
such as kali. magur. shail
bhetki, parshe. bhangan. boal
and pangash are not available
in areas. Those fishes were
produced in abundance in the
water of the local beel

other hand the out-
break of various discases like
diarrhoea, dysentery, jandice.
skin disease in the areas. The
embankment which was built

Unplanned sh;'imp“
cultivation threatens
crop production

From Our Correspondent

in 60s to protect tidal IHIE
has turned into a burden
people as the shrimp grower's
cut it in indiscriminately at
several points to get of saline
water to their fishing enclo-
sure.

They also frequently open
the sluice gates of the em-
bankment for the some pur-
pose causing extensive harm to
the standing crops.

According to the report the
embankment in the coastal ar-
eas has virtually become as
fishing enclosure.

The salinity rate in the
coastal area lands has now
stood at ten times than
the minimum level, the ex-
perts said.

With the increase in shrimp
cultivation the poor and mar-
ginal cultivators have become
worst sufferers.

Price hike of
essentials 1n

Maulvibazar

MAULVIBAZAR, July 25:
Price ol essential commodities
iicluding soyabearr oil, sugar.
salt. onion, garlic and veg
etable have shot up in all the
markets of the district during
the last few months causing
immense sufferings to the
eonsumers, reports UNB.

Middle class and the low
income group of the people ar
the worst sufferers as they
cannot afford to buy the daily

necessities to maintain thetr
livelihood.




