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in Rangpur
From Our Cerrespondent

RANGPUR, July 25: In re
to a call of the Division
implementation Sangram Co-
mmittee, & compilete six-hour
hartal from 6 am to 12 noon
was observed peacefully in

gram

the establishment of a new
division in Rangpur comp-
rising eight districts of grea-
ter Rangpur and Dinajpur

Ex-Pak intelligence
chief held

ISLAMABAD, July 25: Pakis-
tan auvthorities have arrested
former Director of Inte-
lligence Bureau, Brig (Reid)
Imtiaz Ahmed and his aide Maj
(Retd) Mohammad Amir on
charges of high treason.

to release Suu Kyi

WASHINGTON, July 25 The
S House of Representatives
today wurged Myanmar o
release opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyi and other political
prisoners and (o restore
democracy and human rights.
The résolution. passed by voice
yote, expresses the sense ol
the House that political power
should be transferred from the
military to an elected civikan
government and that buman
rights should be respected.
reports Reuter
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WASHINGTON. July 25:
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
of 1srael and Jordan’'s King
Hussein declared an end today
to 46 years of hostility and
opened the way for economic
cooperation, report AP/AFP.

The historic Washington
Declaration, which was also
signed by US President Bill
Clinton, was expected to pave
the way for a full peace treaty.

"What we have accom-
plished and we are committed
to is the end to the state of
war between Jordan and
[srael.” Hussein said after the
signing. '

Rabin echoed that senti-

+ day . :

"

jsracli Prime Minister Rabin (L) and Jordan’s King Hussein (R) hake hands as US -

President Bill Clinton (C) looks on during signing ceremonies

ment. ‘Millions of eyes all over
the world are watching us with
great relief and great joy.' he
said. 'Another nightmare ol
war may be over,’

While celebrating the end of
Hostilities, both leaders con-
ceded that much more needs
to be done to make the two
neighbours live together as
pariners.

The White llousec ceremony
marked the third historic set-
tlement of ancient enmities
“that have plagued the Middle
East. |
President Clinton opened
the signing ceremony declar-
ing that the two former ene-

mies 'with the world as their
witness' have pledged to 'settle
their differences by peaceful
mears.

In addition to ending the
-state of war between them, the
declaration paved the way for
cooperation on several [ronts,
including opening of telephone
service, sharing of electric
grids, and creation of two new
border crossings. Air service
also will be established.

They agreed to make it
possible for tourists from other
countries to travel between
them. The accord envisiomns
establishment of a cultural
park spanning their border as

...........
P ot e

at the White House yester-
— AFP photo

Historic Washington Declaratiop |
Jordan, Israel agree to end
46 years of hostility

well as several joint develop-
ment projects.

Clinton sat between the two
leaders at a table set up on the
South Lawn of the White House
as they signed the declaration.

' Rabin called the a
start down ‘the rna.g which
still must be completed.” The

Israeli_ledader said he hoped. |

that 'Mot long from today we
shall return for signing a final
and permanent treaty of
peace.’ 1

At the first public meeting
between the Arab and Jewish
leaders, Hussein declared
'This day is a day of hope and

See Page 12 Col 4

Dhaka
hails
accord

Bangladesh welcomes the
declaration signed by King
Hussein of Jordan and Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
in Washington yesterday for
peaceful resolution of
outstanding bilateral issues.

A Foreign Office spokesman
told BSS lastnight that the
leadership of both the coun-
tries had displayed vision and
courage in entering a new €ra
of peace, reconciliation and;
co-existence in the Middle
East.

He said Bangladesh always
maintained that lasting peace
in the region would need to be
based on. comprehensive set-
tlement of all issues between
Arabs and Israel.

The declaration signed
yesterday is yet another his-

toric step towards a just, com-

prehensive and durable set-
tlemeni ‘uf -iLe ~Middie East
problem. the spokesman ob-
served. .
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- APSU calls hartal today

Students, police clﬁ_sh
‘in Ctg: 50 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 25: At
least 50 persons, including five
police personnel. were injured
in a clash between police and
supporters of the All-Party
Students Unity (APSU) here
this afternoon. "

The injured were admitted
to Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH) and private
clinics.

One constable, Ali Asraf 7[2?]
and one Habildar, Md. Harun
{32) were admitted to the
CMCH with bullet wounds.
Some of the injured’ were re-
leased after first aid. hospital
sources said,

Police arrested 17 persons
during the clash.

The clash broke out at 6 pm
when a large contingent of

police, mostly in riot gear.
intercepted a procession of
APSU supporters in front -of
the Shaheed Minar. The pro-
cession was heading towards
Laldighi maidan with Jamaat
supporters who had already
taken possession of the venue
(Laldighi maidan) for tomor-
row's scheduled public meet-~
ing there to be addressed by
Jamaat chief Golam Azam. al-
ready here. according to wit

nesses and police.

The procession was brought
out after a rally organised by
APSl] at the Shaheed Minar
this afternoon demanding trial
of Golam Azam and other ‘'war
criminals.' ,

At one stage, the clash was

Sec Page 12 Col 4

AL calls countrywide
hartal Aug 15

By Staff Correspondent .

The Awami League (AL) has
called a half-day countrywide
hartal on August 15 in demand
for trial of the killers of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Mujib was killed in a mili-
tary putsch on August 135,
1975.

The call for hartal was given
at the ogpening day session of
the party's two-day central
working committee meeting
that began in the city yester-
day. _

The meeting also decided
to observe August 15 as na-
tional mourning day' and chal-
ked out an elaborate progra-
mme for the day.

The programme includes
wearing black badges, hoisting
black flags, placing wreaths at
the mazar of the leader at
Tungipara, milad mahfil and
discussion meetings.

Tungipara to offer fateha and
place wreaths at the mazar.
They will attend a milad mahtil
“there.

Besides, Hasina will inaugu-
rate a week-long programimne.

On August 14, Bangabandhu
Bhaban will be formally opened
as a MuseLL.

In the city, the days pro-
grammes are: placing wreaths
at the portrait of Bangabandhu,
offering fateha at Banarii grave
yvard, feeding of destitute by
city AwamiLeague after Zohr
prayers and milad mahfil at
Bahgabandhu Bhaban after Asar
prayers.

On August 16, Mahila
Awami ague will organise
milad mahfil. Awami League
will hold a discussion meeting
on August 17.

Meanwhile, some working
body leaders while addressing

- -Om August 10, AL president - ‘te meeting yesterday said

Sheikh Hasina and other party
central leaders will go to

that the AL should distance it
See Page 12 Col 3

A new fund of 100 million
US dollars is being set up for
the country's stock market.

The fund — Bangladesh
Fund — has been sponsored by
one of the pioneering foreign
institutional investors (Flls) in
the country, Smith New Court
of London and Banque
Indosuez,

Primarily, 35 million dollars
will be readily invested in the
share market and later more
investments will follow,
sources said.

The directors of the fund
are: Bruno Charles Georges-
Picot of Bangue Indosuez,
Michael Bouglas McWilliam of
Smith New Court and
Chowdhury Kamal Hyder of

Bangladesh. :
Presently. a number of for-

1 eign firms including Regent

Mougal Fund, Himalayan Fund
and Commenwealth Equity

Fund are actively participating

| in share market investment.

The Smith New Court's
presence in the Bangladesh
Fund is being seen as a wel
coming sign because the
British company has been ac-
tively upholding Bangladesh's
image abroad in different fora.

In the Euromoney organ-
ised seminar on South Asia
early this month in London.
the company had strongly
backed . Bangladesh in the
presence of 430 foreign in-

Stock ma:ketto have'a
fresh fund of $ 100m

By Inam Ahmed ;

vestors someé of whom pointed
out that the political situation
in Bangladesh is volatile and
hartals adversely affect invest-
ments, according o sources
who attended the seminar.

The Flls have been funding
the country's stock market for
the last one year and about 80
million dollars have already
been invested by them.

The country's economic ex-
perts now feel that increased
foreign investments would
help the country attain a tar-
geted six per cent GDP growth

See Page 12 Col 8

Five foreigners
without
passports held

_ By Staff Correspondent

The Special Branch (SB) of
Police Sunday night arrested
five foreigners from the city's
Sundarban Hotel for not carry

ing passports.

The foreigners — Lhree

Taiwanese and two Chinese — -

were detained at the Tejgaon
police station for questioning.

They were produced before
the Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate Court yesterday from
where they were taken on
remand for three days.

Koirala faces
threat of
expulsion-
from party

KATHMANDU, July 25
Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala faces the threat of ex-
pulsion from the ruling Nepalt
Congress (NC) party when its
central commitiee meets on
Wednesday, a  party source

Koirala was preparing to
split from the Congress and
from his own party with the
backing of 91 former MPs
from the two houses in Parlia-
ment. the Prime Ministers
office told AFP. ,

With Nepal in a growing po-
litical crisis since King Biren-
dra dissoclved Parliament ear-
Mer this month. NC President
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai called
Wednesday s meeting with the
main objective of expelling
Koirala. the highly placed NC

!-mrctuid.

There have heen strikes
and several demonstrations ag-
ainst the dissolution of Par
lHament -which followed the
voting down of Koiralas gov-
ernment programme. Koirala
now heads an increasingly con
lest caretaker governmerdt up
to new elections in November.

The NC and Commumnist op-
position have joined lorees in
an attempt to get Parllament
recalled by the King and

Koirala sacked

The repatriation and reha-
bilitation of some 50,000
Chakma refugees camped in
the Indian state of Tripura,
would cost about
Tk 25 crore, official seurces
said.

The refugees,  returning
home after eight years, are
being gven Tk 10,000 in cash
for each family. two bundies of
C1 sheets. Tk 8,000 for pur
chasing cows and free ration
for the next six ths.

They have e an
waiver of agricultural loan up
to Tk 5.000 as per govern
ment decision Moreover a
total of Tk 20.50.000 loans of
700 refugees would also be
waived. The authorilies are
also considering raising the
initial cash payment up to Tk

15,000 from Tk
sources said.

The repatriation began on
February i5 lollowing a tripas-
iite agreement among Bangla-
desh. India and Shantibahani.

in the firsts phase 1,841
members of 379 tribal families
returned home ending their
refugee life in Tripura border
ing Bangladesh's Khagrachhari
district

The second phase of the
repatriation began on July 21
under which some 3 348
refugees belonging (o 648 fam
llies are due to return

The tribals fled home in
1986 because of viplence in
Panchhar! thana under Khagra
chhari district and took shel
ter in Tripura More than 40
people were reportedly killed

10,000 now,

* the

SAARC FMs’ meet
to take stock of
progress: Silwal

SAARC Secretary General Y
K Silwal said here yesterday
that the two-day SAARC council
of ministers’ beginning
here on July 30 would take
stock of progress made so far
under the integrated pro-
gramme of action {IPA) and
- putside the IPA. :

Talking to BSS on his
at the Zia International Airport
to attend the meeting, the
Secretary-General sald the in-
stitutionalisation of SAARC was
a great achievemeni. "We are
heading in the right direction
and making progress.” he said
in reply to a question.

Sflwal, who is accompanied
by his spouse, was received at
the airport by the Director-
General of SAARC desk in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ashfaqur Rahman.

The -General said
that the SAARC had been deal-
ing with many important tésues

alleviation

Asked to comment on the de-
lay in holding the next SAARC
summit, the Secretary General
said SAARC was in a stage ol
infancy and as in the past there
might be some problem for a
member country to hold the
summit as described in the
SAARC Charter. He. however.

the hope that even-

tually the leaders of the seven

nations would reach a consen-

sus to maintain the SAARC

Charter with regard to holding
i the sumumit.

Jute sector restructuring plan

Banks asked to take
measures by July 31

By Sohel Manzur

The government has di-
rected- some private and na-
tionalised commercial banks to
take measures by July 31 for
providing working capital to
the jute mills under the Jute
Sector Restructuring Progra-
mme, according to sources
concerned.

A meeting of high officials
of the Ministry of Finance and
the banks recently chalked out
the mode of fixing the amount

Garments workers
launch agitation
from July 30

National Garments Workers
Federation yesterday (Monday)
announced a month-long agita-
tion programme from July 30
demanding implementation of
the wage board award, reports
UNB.

The federation also demands
trade union rights, weekly holi-
day, service books, identity
cards, attendance register and
overtime bills for the workers.

General Secretary of the fed-
eration Amirul Hug Amin told a
press conference here that the
government had first an-
nounced a wage board award

See Page 12 Col 3
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of working capital for individ
ual jute mills and also set some
preconditions for the mills to
be eligible for getting loans
under the programme.

According to sources; the
loans are being given to enable
the mills to purchase raw jute
from the market in time so
that they can get it at low
price and keep the cost of
production within a reasonable
level.

The meeting decided that
all the previous liabilities of
the mills excepting the amo-
unt given as loss-financing
would have to be coordinated
with the new loans. Each mill
‘would also have to pay back an
amount of loan equivalent 10
one third of the loss-financing
to the banks before receiving
the working capital under the
restructuring programrme.

The Ministry ol Finance had
directed the banks to fix the
limit of working capital for
dividual jute mills on the basis
of certain criteria withou!
waiting for the "coordination

The meeting decided that
out of three vears. the year ol
highest produgctign of a mill

brought under the programme |

would be selected for estiman
See Page 12 Col B

Repatriation and rehabilitation
of Chakmas to cost Tk 25 cr

By Asiuzzaman, back from Khagrachhan

in the vidlence,

Before starting the repa
triation, the Bangladesh and
indiah authorities sorted out
the refugee families living in
the camp

Authoritative sources said
indian authorities had
sent a list of 11 806 familes
withe 56 496 members who,
they claimed, were living in
the camps. The Bangladesh
authorities. on verification.
found that there were 10,629
families consisting of 51.966
members. So far 186 families
have been dropped from the
list, as per agreement be-
tweg the two sides. because

of duplication in the list.
Fresh verification of some
4530 disputed refugees of

See Page 12 Col 1
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A Chakma returnee

*‘ﬁ ¥ e

(R) receiving a government grant of

refugee reception camp at Tabalchhari on July 21.

Tk 10,000 from an official at &

— Star photo

=== | jowing the death of

.
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UNDP programme
review meet
begins today

By Staff Correspondent

The two-day mid-term re-
view meeting of UNDFP's Fifth
Country Programme will begin
in<the capital today.

The meeting between gov-
ernment and donor agency of-
ficials will review the ongoing
country. programme (1991-95]
funded under a 106 milllon US
dollars grant assistance from
the United Nations Develop-
ment Pr me. The progra-
mme is the second largest of
the UN agency and it is being
utilised in 15 different sectors
through 111 projects.

More than 150 senior offi-
cials from different ministries,
divisions, agencies of the gov-
ernment, UNDP, relevant UN
agencies and other bilateral
and .multi-lateral donor agen-

‘cies are expected to attend the

review meeting to be held at
See Page 12 Col 7

PM attends office
at Secretariat

Prime Minister Begum Kha-

Jdeda Zia yesterday performed

her regular administrative
functions at her Bangladesh
Secretariat office. reports BSS.

During the office hour the
Primme Minister also visited the
secretariat clinic, public ad-
ministration computer centre
and the secretariat record
ToOII.

At the secretariat clinic she
talked to the doctors and di-
rected them to improve the
medical services.

Health and Family Wellare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Tbne Yusuf was present there

She then visited the public
administration commputer cen-
tre and asked the concerned
officials to use the advanced
technology for the improve-
ment of the work. .

State Minister for Establi-
shment Aminul Huq was pre
sent

DUTA deadline
to govt to
remove NU VC

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University Tea
chers' Association (DUTA] yes
terday gave the government a
72-hour ultimatum for the
removal of the Vice-Chancellor
of the National University
(NU), Dr Abdul Bari

The ultimatwm was glven as
the national anthem was re-
portedly not played during the
opening ceremony of the first
senate session of the university
on July 19

The DUTA said, if the VC
was not removed. it would an
nounce a new action pro
gramme.

The DUTA at its meeting
also suspended the member-
ship of Professor M Ershadul
Bari of the Department of Law.
Dhaka University, as he re
portedly spoke against the
playing of the national anthem
in the Senate meeting.

The DUTA meeting held in
the University Club building
was chaired by its president
Professor Md Shahadat Ali

Docs in Fandpur
hospital go on
3-day strike

FARIDPUIR. July 25: Doctors
of the General Hospital here
went on a three-day strike to
day protesting attack by the
students of a college in an an-
gry demeonstration against the
tragic death of their teacl.er
and his wife, reports UNB.

A group of unryly students
attacked the hospital and the
residence of Civil Surgeon fol
Nirod
Riswas, a teacher of Rajendra
Liniversity Ceollege, shortly
after his wife had killed herself
on Sunday

Police saind Nirupama Diswas
took poison over an altercation
with her husband in the mom-
ing. She was rushed to the
hospital where the doctors de
clared her dead.

n the aflternoon. the highly
shocked Nirod himsell felt
pain in his chest and” abdomen
ancl was admitied to the hospi
tal His conditien detertorated
and he died st about 10:30
.

The death of the teacher
angered the stindents of the

lwcollege and they started van-

dalising the hospital residen
ces of the Resident Medical
Officer and the Civil Surgeon
Civil Surgeon Kas Syed Ahimed
was injured during the attack

The students took awayv the
body of the teacher and sent it
to his village home in Barisal.

l.aker; police rushed fte the
scene and brought the situa
tion under control.



