DHAKA MORDAY, JULY 25, 1994

seek UN

BANGKOK. July 24: Thou-
sands of Myanmar refugees
who fled to Thailand after a
Myanmar army paid on their
settlement will not go heme
unless the United Nations
refugee agency supervises
their return, one of their
leaders said today.

"The refugees are very
frightened of the Myanmar
soldiers and they do not want
to return to the camp unless
the UNHCR (UN High
Commissioner for Refugees]
and the Thai authorities guar-
antee their safety,” Major
Maung Maung, an officer with
the New Mon Army, told
Reuters by telephone from the
Thai border.

Maung Maung said about
3.000 refugees from the Mon
ethnic minority, mostly
women or young children,
were in temporary shelters
just inside Thailand's
Kachanaburi province. He said
aboult 2,000 men had either
scattered into the jungle or
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Iran demands Ira 'se lanatmn'

tee

gone back to the Halockhani
camp about one km in'i:.u]r

Myaninar.

There are about 70,000
Myanmar refugees in camps on
the Thai side of the border,
most of them ethnic minority
people who have fled govern-
ment offensives against auton-
omy-seeking guerillas.

US slates ASEAN

BANGKOK, July 24: Senior
American officials remained

critical on Sunday of Southeast -

Asia's dialogue with Myanmar
but offered few concrete pro-
posals on how to change the
repressive regime in that
country, reporis AP.

The issue of Myanmar is

one of the few areas of dis-

agreement between Washing-
ton and the Association of Sou-
theast Asian Nations (ASEAN).,
which is meéeting over the next
few days with its Key pariners,
including the United States.
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Iran has demanded that Iraq exp]ajn the circumstances in
which two leading Shi'ite Muslim clerics were killed in a
highway accident there, the official Iranian news agency IRNA
reported Sunday. Reuter says from Nicosia.

It said the Iraqi charge d'affaires in Tehran was summoned
to the Foreign Ministry on Saturday and handed a note voic-
ing concern "about the hard conditions of Iranian nationals in
Iraq" and Demanding an explanation of the accident.

IRNA  said

clerics Mohammad Tagqi
Mohammad Amin Khalkhali, Khalkhali's seven-

al-KEhoei and
year-old son

Saeed and their driver died in a collision with a trur::k on

Thursday night

427 Indians die of hg}|si;:rt:i-el:lt;et'ii;is‘r

At least 427 people in India's U

r Pradesh state have been

killed by gastro-enteritis in less than a week, thé Press Trust
of India (PTI) said, Reuter reports from New Delhi.

A committee has been set up

to monitor the situation and

senior health officials asked to visit the affected areas to help
speed up the treatment and implement preventive measures.

The news

said the latest cases were reported from

~ Allahabad. a Hindu holy city at the confluence of the Ganges
and Jamuna rivers and nearby Varanasi. Deaths have also been
_ reported in several other districts.

2 Americans die in Aden blasté

Two American men were killed on the outskirts of this war-
ravage city when their vehicle hit a mine left over from a two-
month civil war, sources said Sunday, AP reports from Aden.

US Embassy officials in the capital. Sanaa, were not im-
mediately available for comment.

If confirmed, the deaths would be the first known war-re
lated casualties of foreigners. Thousands of foreigners were
ﬂ*a.l:uaitﬂ after porth-south hostilities broke out on May 4.

Blair ahead in opinion poll x...

elected Labour opposition leader Tony Blair would make the
best prime minister for Britain, according to a poll in the
generally pro-Conservative Sunday Telegraph, AFP reports

from Londong

Blair was picked as the top man fur the job by 61 per cent
of the sample of 752 people questioned by the pollsters.

That was

more than double the vote for current
Conservative Premier John Major who got 23

per cent.

Nine per cent backed neither, and eight per cent did not

know -

Lanka to compe mate(gohcevmtlms

The Supreme Court has ordered a 3
to three suspects who were tortured in police custody. a local

2 dollar compensation

newspaper reported Sunday, AP says from Colombo.
Two of them had four teeth pulled out by policemen, the
court was told. They were arrested for allegedly committing

robbery and arson and kept by the police for 10 days in 1990,

the Sundljr Times reported.

N‘}E‘emn leader reappears: m.
leader of a strike by oil workers reappeared on
Saturday saying he had been in hiding, AP reports from Lagos.

Frank Kokori, general-secretary of the National Union of
Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers, who was rumoured to
have been detained by security agents. showed up at the
Nigeria Labour Congress secretariat in the company of other

union executives.

Union and government officials have held two meetings on

the 2
..I*ri.l

half week-old oil workers strike that has hit
economy and trippled business as fuel grows more

10 sold.iers killed in Colombm'

Colforfhian Marxist guerillas attacked an army

camp in nofthern
soldiers and
. Reuter

Antioguia Province, killing
six others, an army official said on
reports from

nt least 1 ﬂ

Bogota.
The rebels launched the dawn raid on the camp near
Dabeiba. about 245 miles (400 km) northeast of Bogota, he

said. The
The

were building a highway near the town.
Armed Forces of Colombia ([FARC) were

suspected in that raid, the official said. adding, at least four
pidiers were migsing after the assault.

Ousted Gambian
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GOMA, Zaire. July 24:
Already overwhelmed by what
could be the worst refugee
drama ever, aid workers fear
they cannot avert a new
calamity when Rwandans
eventually go home : [amine,

reports AP.
A bumper crop of sorghum
is ready now, but hardly any-

|

September. there will be no
new food in January.

“We will have to feed all of
Rwanda for eight menths if
things don't get balanced.”
said Jean-Francois Gascon. a
UN comsultant brought in to

find a sohutionn, “It is catas-
lrnpl!m:."
Before the holocaust,

the grain

w Seeds and tools were

lost. Distribution systems col-

imagine how
have to get out

there are people

L

Attackon S

KARACHI, July 24: Secta-
rian violence continued to
rock this southern port city
today as three more people
died, bringing the death toll
over two days of trouble to

nine, police and hospital sour-
ces here said, reports AFP.

Unidentified gunmen shot
dead a policeman guarding a
Shi'ite mosque in an eastern

district today while an em-.

ployee of the private welfare
organisation. Edhi Trust. was
gunned down in the cily's cen-
tral district, police said.

. the Edhi wvolunteer was
killed as he rushed to the site

of a grenade blast near a Shi'ite
Muslim mosque. The blast left

a woman and her five children
injured. hospital sources said.

Police gources said another

man died overnight Saturday

in clashes between Shi'ite and
Sunni Muslims. Unidentified

gunmen opened fire at a
Shi'ite mosque today injuring

ve, lhe sources said, aﬂdmg
that sporadic clashes and gun-

battles continued overnight in

International
Three more gunned down in Karachl

various parts of the city.

An earlier AP report says:
Gunmen attacked two Shi'ite
mosques Sunday, killing a vol-

*unteer ambulance driver and

injuring 13 others, including
six children studying the
Koran. Muslims’ holy book.

Police in the southern port
city of Karachi said they
feared the attacks, following
another deadly shooting of
Shiite Muslims on Saturday.
marked an escalation of sectar-
ian violence. Six people were
killed Saturday when gunmen
fired on a bus killed with
Shi'ite worshipers r&turnlng
home from a mosque.

On Sunday; assailants on
motorcycles tossed an explo-
sive device into 'the Imam
Bargha Haidri, a small crum-
bling cement mosque in
Karachi's teeming central dis-
trict, witnesses said.

The explosion injured a
group of children, sitting
cross-legged on a dirt floor
while studying the Quran, a

daily ritual for most Huﬂlm
children in Pakistan.

“Some of the children were
in awful condition. It was ter-

rible,” said Anwar Kazmi, spo-

kesman for the Edhi Welfare
Trust, the operators of Pakis-
tan's largest emergency servi-

ces organisation.

An Edhi employee was shot.
and killed earlier Sunday when
gunmen -fired on his ambu-
lances as he tried to assist the
victims of another shooting at
the Imam Baghra Jafria Shi'ite
mosque.

Seven people were injured
in that attack. :

“They are firing at our am-
bulances. No one seems to be
able to guarantees our safety,”
said Kazmi.

No one has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attacks,
and police have refused to

speculate,

Shi'ite groups have blamed

the attacks on their Sunni ri-
vals. -
Faklstan s majority Suntﬂ

1'1te Muslims continues I

Muslims and the minority
Shi'ite Muslims generally coex-
ist peacefully in Pakistan. But
in recent years dozéns of
small, militant religious groups
have sprung up, and they often
clash .

Prim.z Minister Benazir
Bhutto has accused her rightist
opposition of encouraging sec-
tarian violence, a charge, they
deny. .
+ Army and
sources believe Pakistan's hos-
tile neighbour India_is behind
the sectarian violence. Pakis-

tan and India routinely accuse

each other 0,1' masterminding
terrorist acts.

The unfriendly neighbours
have fought three wars since
the subcontinent gained its in-
dependence from Britain in
1947.

Officials said thousands of
police and heavily armed sol-
diers are patrolling Karachi's
trouble areas, particularly east-
ern and central parts of the

_cit}r to prevent more violence.
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Yun Ha]umura 37, Be-cnnd daught.er of wapanese Prime
Minister Tomiichi Mura}fama smiles before she leaves for
Seoul on Saturday at the Tokyo International Airport. She
will accompany her father on his first official visit to South
Korea. Murayama's wife Yoshi suffers from chronic bdck *
pain and is mostly confined to the family home in
Chiyomachi, so Yuri will take on the role of Japans "First

L&dj’

— AFP photo

S Arabia helped Iraq

develop N-arms ?

LONDON, July 24: Saudi

Arabia helped the Iraqi regime ~

of President Saddam Hussein
to finance the development of

nuclear weapons, Britain's Sun- -

day Times reported, says AFP.

Naming its source as Mo-
hammed Abdulla Al-Khilewi, a
Saudi diplomat who has repor-
tedly defected and sought
asylum in the United States,
the paper said Riyadh gave
Baghdad financial aid worth
five billion dollars under a
secretl agreement.

In return, the Iragis agreed
to share their nuclear technol-
ogy with the Saudis. The paper
said negotiations to that effect
began in 1985, when Irag was
embroiled in a drawn-out war
with Iran, and only stopped
with the 1991 Gulf War after
Iraq invaded Kuwait.

The report added that the
Saudis had started up a pro-
gramme as early as 1975 to
build the atomic bomb, o
ing a secret research ce in
1975 in a military complex
near Al Suleiyah.

The paper said it has seen
the minutes of secret meetings
between military officials from

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait

‘in the desert in 1989, just a

year before Iraq marched into
Kuwait, proving Riyadh's fi-
nancing of Baghﬂadn nuclear

programme.

The Sunday Times says the
documents. show the Saudis
provided Iraq with specialised
equipment it could not obtain
on its own.

Al-Khilewi said last month
he had written a letter on May
17 to Crown Prince Abdullah
Ibn Abdul Aziz and other
ranking Saudi officials to ex-
press his -opposition to the
regime, after unearthing se-
cret documents showing hard
evidence of serious human
rights violations in Saudi
Arabia. -

The former diplomat, who

" is listed By the United Nations

as First Secretary to the Saudi
UN mission, said the country's
secret services had made
threats on his and hts family's
lives after he sent the letter.
The Sunday Times said US
secret services warned Al-
Khilewi last Friday that at-

‘tempts were underway to kid-

nap and repatriate him.

' intelHgence .

e

T B

SRINA&AR, July 24 At leaﬂt
19 people, mostly Muslim sep-
aratists, have been killed in

Eunbattles with government
securify forces in Kashmir, po-

lice said today. reports Re: ier.
They said at least five sepa-

ratists were killed on Saturday
in an /encounter with the
paramilitary border security

Renewed attack
on Bosnia

v

SARAJEVO, July 24:
Tensions rose in Bosnia today
after towns and civilians came
under renewed fire following a
setback in international peaee
efforts to end the 27-month
old war in the battered repub-
lic, reports Reuter.

US and German officials on
Saturday made fresh appeals to
Bosnia's Serbs to accepl he
latest Bosnian peace plan and
played down differences with
Russia over the international

response Lo its rejectiorn.

Al-Khilewi further said he is

in possession of some 13,000
documents showing the exis-
tence of a treaty signed by the
Saudi leadership in 1970 with
Pakistan assuri Riyvadh of
Islamabad’s protection if the
Saudis were attacked by a nu-

* clear power. Pakistan itself has

the bomb.

UN msta]ls 50 cameras in

Iraq to monitor missiles

MANAMA, July 24: UN arms
inspectors have set up 50
monitoring cameras and

| scores of sensors across Iraq

in a unique operation to fore-
stall attempts by Baghdad to
acquire long-range missiles,
reports AP,

“Nothing comes close to it
It covers an entire country,”
said Dr Guy Martelle, whose 20
member multinational team of
experts installed the sysiem
this month. “It is one of a
kind, the largest and first of its
kind in the world... it is phe-
nomenal.”

The system will be field

nested mext month and UN
Special Commission Chairman

Rolf Ekeus is expected to de-
clare + it operation in
ber, he said.

Martelle, an American,
spoke to reporfers in Bahrain
at the regional headquarters of
the UN special Commission,
which is charged with ensur-
ing lraq give up its weapons of
mass destruction.

The system was tailored

specifically for fraq by a'UN
mnhcrnatjuﬂ he said, with-

out identifving the country.

The United States has con-

tributed most of the experts to
the operatipn that was
launched in 1991 ‘when ‘a
ceasefire ended the Gulf War. A
US-LED multinational force
ook only 43 days to push [raqi
forces out of Kuwait, ending
their seven month accupation.

Under terms of the cease
fire, Iraq was forbidden to pos-
sesses weapons of mass de-
struction. UN inspectors have
enforced the prohibition by
tracking down and dismantled
Iraq’'s nuclear, chemical and
biological weapons pro-
gramme, a~ well as its long-
range missiles.

The cease-lire agreement
prohibits Baghdad from pos
sessing or developing missiles
with a range of 150 kilometers
(93 miles) or more. But it is
permitted to possess and de-
velop medium and short range
missiles.

Iraq fired scores of long
range missiles, Scuds and a
few homemade variations, at
Iran during the 1980-88 Iran-
Iraq war and then turned them

during the Gulf War,
Having destroyed Iraq's
arsenal, the UN Special

Commission now is installing a

*lnng -term monitoring lj"llﬂn

to prevent Iraq from acquiring’
more weapons of mass de-
struction.

Martelle said the grid laid
by his team used 20 tons of
equipment, including cameras
that were installed at 15 sites,
66,000 yards (meters) of ca-
bles, scores of sensors and a
94-meter (308-foot) mast.

The sites deal with mis-
siles, milssile production, de-
veloping, testing, maintenance
and research.

The grid hub is at the
former Canal Hotel in the
heart of , NOW Ccon-
verted into the "“Baghdad

Monitoring Center.” A fairly
sophisticated electronic secu-
rity system is also in place.

lﬂ.l.

7" Gascon said. "Even if they
want to go back, they are oo
weak, ftoe psychologically

traumatised to work.”

Gascon went to Rwanda on
Saturday to assess the situation
for the UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation. He
and others must chart a hu-
manitarian strategy in a politi-
cally charged atmosphere.

Already 1.7 mfllion people
have fled Rwanda to
neighbouring Zaire and
another 1.1 million are
displaced within the country.

Now that the Tufsi led
Rwandan Patriotic Front has
taken power and most fighting
has stopped. humanitarian
workers want people to return
to their homes and fields.

But the refugees are mostly
Hutus who fear reprisals be-

cause their tribesmen
butchered so many Tutsis. [t is
a centuries-old conflict not un
iftke what is happening In
Bosnia.

“It won't be easy.” warned
Herman Coben. lormer US as
sistant secreiary of state for
Africa, reached by phone in
Johannesburg He helped ne

gotiate a Rwanda peace which
ﬂalhed into slaughter

Tutsis, a minority tribe,
dominated the region for 400
years until a coup d'etat in
1962 put the majority Hutus in
power. Under the 1992 peace
plan, armed Tutsis came Lo
Kigali, the capital.

After the presidents of
Rwanda and Burundt died in a
mysterious plane crash in
April, an estimated 200,000 to
500,000 were slaughtered,
many of them Tutsis killed by
the Hutu-led army and militias.

Until Hutus see the reliable
presence of foreign troops to
research them, few are likely
to come home any time soon,
Cohen said.

A trickle of refugees have
started back.

Ahmed Mugabo, a [armer
from Akibungo near Tanzanian
border, lost touch with his
wife when they fled in panic,
Now he has herded his three
sons 1o the border

“l don't have much hope
lor security,” he said. "Bul
here we are going to die eof
dieseases, and if I'm going to
die I'd rather die at home

" against Saudi Arabta and Israel |

"with or

ROK publisher to
face probe for

meeting Jr Kim

SEOUL, July 24: South
Korean prosecutors said today
that a newspaper publisher

who recently visited commu-
| nist North Korea would face

investigation upon his return
to Seoul, reports Reuter.

Bo Hi Pak, publisher of the

Segye Times newspaper, was
in Pyongyang for an 11-day

trip. during which he had a

rare meeting with Kim Jong-H,
eldest son of "great leader”

Kim [l-Sung who died on July
8
The Kim, known as
the "dear leader” to his sub-
was for years to
succeed his father ™ the
communist world's first dynas-
tic succesdion. He is believed
tH have now taken control of

the country following his fa-

Mmmm Seoul,

we will have to investigate the
situation,” an official at the
Seoul prosecutors office said.
South Korea's strict national
security laws ban all contacts
support for the
Stalinist state. The maximum

- penaity for violating the law is

death, hut the sentence is

Thye Daily St 5
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Strike To'b'served in

: 19 killed
force in Srinagar, summer cap-
ital of Jammu and Kashmir
state.

Elsewheye in the Kashmir
valley 14 people. half of them
mikitants, were killed during
gunbattles with) the security
forces, police said. They said
three bodies were recovered
from Baramula area, but no

- other details were available:

The security forces late on
Saturday arrested Jamal ur-
Rehiman. a senior leader and
supreme commander of the
pro-Pakistan Jehad force in
Srinagar, officials said.

Kashmir valley observed a
strike on Sunday called by the
Jehad force to show solidarity
with their arrested leade:
Shops and businesses re-
mained closed.

Police and. hospital sources
say more than 16.000 peaple

have died in the four year old
rebellion against predom

nantly Hindu India s rile of
Jammu and Kashmir,

Off the Record

Crackdown on dog ownership

BELJING: .Authorities in the easterm Chinese city of Nanjing

nave killed 2.271 dogs

in an

intensive three-week

clampdown on illegal ownership of such pets. the health
news reported on Sunday. says AFP,

The newspaper said that a surge in deg ownership had
interfered with people s lives and posed sertous health
hazards. with 2,322 residents reporting being injured by dogs
and three d}ring from bites from rabis canines between

January and May.

The {:lampdnmn has greatly lmpmﬁd the situation, with
dog barking rarely heard in the Jiangsu provincial capital

now, it said.

Deputy Police Director Lu Qingiji said the authorities
would allow individuals with suitable living conditions to own
small, expensive pedigree dogs that did not disturb the peace

or threaten the environment

but would strictly control the

overall number of dogs in the city.
The move comes amid growing official calls nationwide for

- a crackdown on dog ownership.

The practice, which all-but dmdppe.arcd after 1949, when
it was condemned as bourgeois. has during the past decade of
economic reforms become popular despite a ban in many

places.

For wealthy couples in Chinese r:ttitn owning a pedigree .
dog has become an important status symbol.
The Guangming Dailv reported earlier this month that

three weré now as many as 100 million dogs in China -

Or

ong for every 12 of the country's 1.2 billion population.

Drink tea keep away cancer

LONDON: US scientists have found evidence that drinking
tea regularly may help to prevent certain kinds of cancer. the
Sunday Times reported. says AFTP

" The scientists sabd a substance in the leaves of green and
biatk tea prevented the spread of cancer by bloeking cancer
LoAausing agents in the bloodsiream originating from eating

cooked meats and fish. the weekly reported Sunday,

Doctors in several cenires are experimenting with mice
and rats and have shown that canders artificially induced in
the laboratory animals could be "markedly reduced” by giving

them fea.

Dr John Weisburgér, director emeritus of the American

Health Foundation, said:

Weisburger,
research,

said his studies showed

‘It is mw#mp'muian that if you drink
six cups of tea a day it will protec

who has 40 year's experience in cancer

you against cancer

the risk to rats of

contracting cancer of the breast, colon and pancreas from
cancer-causing agents commonly found in cooked meats and
fish was significantly reduced by doses of tea given in the
same concentrations as drunk by humans :

But the protective eflects were lessened if milk was added
to the tea, or if the leaf chemicals were altered at too high a

temperature, he said.

All in the Middle Earth

MOSCOW: It might seem

that Russia has had enough

battles and plenty of heros. villains and fools. reports AP

But Russian fans of English fantasy auther J R R Tolkien
say they're just getting going. They gather by the dozens each
week at twilight in a wooded park called Neskuchny Sad. or
Pleasure Gardens, overlooking the Moscow River.

"We have no sources, few books. We're just starting out,
like it probably was in America 20 or 30 years ago.’ said
Konstantin Asmolov a regular at the gatherings.

"We need Dungeons and Dragons humanitarian aid.” he
sald, lamenting that the Tolkien-style fantasy game has yet to

appear in Russian.

Many of the Tolkien devotees wear capes and daggers. and
a handful in their teens and 20s lunge at each other with
homemade swords and spears, slipping and sliding in the

mad.

Only occasionally does the real world intrude — the faraway
sound of car horns on Lenin Prospect.

Tolkien's imaginary universe

Middle Earth, imspires such

dress-up games in many places, but he is a relatively recent

obsession for Russians.

until 1982

There are a few groups ol
centered on Moscow State UUniversity

The
published in the West in 1954-55, wasnt pu

Lord of the s trilogy.

in Russia

in Moscow,

ay prefer to be

"Tnlhirmaﬂ"

called "Tolkienuti.” which carries a hint uf -.rﬂinr-w.e.

Aid workers fear famine in Rwanda aﬂer reﬁtgees return

US soldiers arrive at Goma Airport on Saturday where they came to establish the logisties

for a US humanitarian mission.

—AFP pheto

| Fundamentalist

group in Algena
to stop killings
ALGIERS, July 24 A group

which kidnapped 1wer Aralb

ambassadors has ofleresl 1o Call
a halt to the killings of I

elgners in Algeria i exc it
for the release ol one ol il
leaders, the f(reed Yenien
Ambassador Qasseni Aska

Jebrane said. reports AFVP

The group made the otler 1o
Algeria’'s military-backed i
rthorities in a rmmessage handesd
b0 the envey when he amnd his
Oman! eounterpart, Hillal al
Siyabi. were released late las
week, Jebrane toki the E|
Watan newspaper in an infet
view on Sunday.

Boilh diplomats were in
good health and had returied
o their countries, the official

news agencies in Yemen and
Oman said on Saturday

The kidnappers - whom
Jebrane sald were from the
Islamic group — wanl
the release of Abdelhak Layada
who is currently faces a death
sentence, Jebrane said



