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Tribal Homecoming

We will allow ourselves an extra bit of senti-
mentality to say that we are elated to be greeting
the tribal refugee arrivals on our sail from India.
The reasons for our this extraordinary welcoming
mood are not far to seek. First, the resumption of
repatriation, now well into its second phase, is
indicative of a fairly stabilising pattern of home-
caming of an important part of our pegple who
had been languishing for eight long years in
refugee camps in the Indian state of Tripura.
'here i8 a pleasure in getting back our own citi-
LTS,

What began as the first phase of repatriation
with 1841 refugees making it to the CHT in
February this year was historic nc doubt. Yet the
way the second phase was getting delayed with
deflective noises being made by some Chakma
lcaders, one came to have apprehensions willy
nilly that the process might receive a setback,
even be derailed with fresh complications arising.
This brings us to the second cause for our gratifi-
cation. | e the tenacious efforts that went
into the making of the tripartite accord reached
by the esh side, the government of India
and the tribal refugee leaders and their political
wing, the outlawed Santibahini, making up the
third party.

Actually the propulsion behind the peace pro-
cess basically came from the protracted and
painstaking dialogues that took place between the
all-party parliamentary committee headed by the
Communications Minister Oli Ahmed. In seven
such meetings held since 1992, rigid positions
were watered down and a durable truce through
several ceasefire extensions came to replace what
had been a state of bush wary mounted by the out-
lawed Shantibahini. India's mind got made up for
persuading the refugee leaders to accept the
repatriation offer as the elected government in
Bangladesh demonstrably made genuine efforts
through the politically representative parliamen-
tary committee to remove misgivings about their
secure rehabilitation.

All these are recapitulated to drive home the
point that since we have come to this stage after
an exacting and arduous process of negotiations,
we cannot let the progress go down the drain by
an impulsive action from any quarters whatso,
ever, far less any motivated one. It must be re-
alised that this is no ordinary homecoming of
some thousands of refugees, they are coming
back with great hopes and longings to pick up life
where they left it off years ago. As if to match
their expectations elaborate arrangements are in
place to rehabilitate them. The authorities in
charge of their re-settlement and the neighbours
around them must make them feel at home and
comfortable; just as they should be free from any
hang-up. The whole process has been transparent
to the hilt and that is where its strength lay in
being so convincing even to the pessimists among
the tribals.

Through all these emerges a picture of not
merely a forward point reached in our relation-

ship with the ethnic tribals but also of an im-
provement in the bilateral ties with India.

Love of and for Animal

A moving piece of news came recently all the
way from China. It is about a pair of birds which
have demonstrated a quality rarel% come by in any
animal other than man. In their breeding seasca,
the winged couple prepared for raising their
family in a nest they built on the roof of a Chinese
farmer's house. Five times did they nest on his
roof and five times did the farmer destroy their
nest. Exasperated and in the face of this limitless
human cruelty, the two birds battered their heads
against the window grills of the farmer to bring
an end to their lives.

Through this unusual sacrifice of their lives the
birds have made a protest, a point and only those
who care to take note of the same know how, for
once, those small creatures have grown in stature
far taller than the species at the top in order. So
far as intellect is concerned, birds are not rated
very highly. This is despite the fact that some
birds can acquire the skill to speak a few select
words or sentences. Large animals — both in the
sea or on land — like whale, elephant, dog, horse
and dolphin are known for their higher intellec-
tion. Some of these anima{s moreover demon-
strate a natural bond of friendship with man,
matching or even outdoing any such affiliation
with another of his kind. '

Yet the beautiful winged species have at times
behaved — apart from performing their individual
diverse roles such as patterned flights, acrobatics
and melodious songs — in ways incomprehensible
to man. The mystertfous mass suicide committed
by hundreds of birds together in Orissa, India is
yet to be explained with any clarity. Those birds
also plunged against the window panes of the
houses of residents in a e to their death. One
likely explanation put forward by experts is that
the increasing encroachment on the birds' habi-
tat and food sourtes forced them to go for the ex-
treme mode of protest. .

The similarity between the suicidal acts of the
Orissa birds and their Chinese counterparts is
startling. Man's unprecedented advancement in
science and technology has left one cardinal

int out of vision. The point is his disassociation
rom nature. His alienation from his fellow bein
can also be explained in terms of turning his ba
to nature. The seeds of our insensitivity towards
lesser animals’ lie in that mindless dissociation.
It is not for nothing that saints of this soil have
preached unreserved love for animals,

That ‘'we cannot read the e of animals is
none of their fault, it is we who ought to admit
the inability. Even in our time some ple could
do so. Each mo a wild shalik (gegpecigs of
magpie) used to visit Dwijendranath Tagore,
Rabindranath's elder brother, dance on his
shoulders, hands and head for sometime when

the saint-like man sat in front of his house in
pable of

Shantiniketan. Sure enough, they are ca
loving and reciprocating our leve. The
they too feel in

circus displayed a rare ins

point is

its love when it lay down beside its trainer to fast
unto death after it had killed her in a fit of rage.

s0. A lion in'a Kuwaiti
ight into the depth of

G-7 Naples Summit's Gift for Poorer Nations

HE annual summit of

I the Group of Seven (G-

7) richest industria-
lizegd nationa, held in Naples in
Italy earlier this month. has
brought the world's poorer
countries a promise of gifis to
come. The gift would take the
form of ofl up to two-
thirds of the official debts of
the developing countries as
against the present ceiling of
30 per cent. In their summit,
the G-7 agreed to ask the Paris
Club of western creditor
government to raise the level
of debt relief acco . In
keeping with the existing
practice, the debter country
will still have to go through the
process of negotiations under
the aegis of the Paris Club to
secure the benefit. Thus, the
largesse granted by the G-7
summit to the poorer nations
is in essence a promise for

further debt relief.
The Paris Club was set up in

1956 essentially as a forum for
negotiations on requests com-
ing from the debtor developing
countries for rescheduling gov-
ernment-to-government loans.
The Club has its offices in Paris
of course and its secretariat
usually comes from the French
treasury. Officials from the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank usu-
ally attend the meetings ol the
Club. In peoint of fact, the
debtor country being under an
IMF programme, had been an
essential precondition for
creditor governments Lo
agreeing to reschedule loans.
For securing any debt relief.
that precondition is still very
much there.

Total debt relief by way of
loan write-off was something
unheard of during the early
years of the Paris Club. The
most a debtor nation could
hope for was deferment of loan
repayment. Generally, res-
cheduling aimed at smoothing
out humps in the repayment
profile. so that a country is not
faced with a huge bill because
M the world will be wai-

ting to see whether in
an age of global markets and
universal International Mone-
tary Fund prescriptions. Kim [l
Sung's dream of juche. or self-
reliance, has died with him.

His first dream — of Karl
Marx's noble aspirations for
freedom and socialism — has
already turned into the night-
mare of Stalinist dictatorship.
of which the dead leader's
mind-numbing personality cult
was Lhe most extreme exam-
ple.

Largely overlooked in the
obituaries was Kim's attempt
lo give reality to the Third
World dream of self-reliance,
non-alignment and indepen-
dence.

Although — or perhaps be-
cause — he owed his power to
the Soviet troops who occu-
pied norihern Korea after
1945. from the start Kim was
anxious to escape Moscow's
emmbrace.

It did not stop him taking
Moscow's money, but
Pyongyang never joined the
Soviet economic  bloc,
Comecon. Defyving Moscow's
advice 1o barter North Korea's
abundant minerals for Soviet
consumer goods. Kim chose
instead to pursue Soviet-style
industrialisation under the na-
tionalist slogan of juche.

Folitically, too, once the
Non-Aligned Movemeént [(NAM)
appeared on the scene. he
preferred to identify with the
Third World rather than the
commurnist bloc.

Pyongyang played an active
role in the movement, particu-
larly in the 1970s. It even
sided with those Third World
courntiries that opposed Cuban
efforts to tilt the movement
towards Moscow.

Kim 11 Sung also had the
salisfaction of seeing South
Horea denied NAM member-
ship because of the presernce
of Umited States' troops there.
North Korea. in contrast. has
not allowed foreign troops on
its soil since the late 1950s.
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The G-7 Naples summit decision would raise the ceiling for maximum debt relief to nearly 67 per cent. So long the

entire stock of official debt and not just selected maturities.

too many debts are falling due
in one year. rendering the
situation beyond its capaeity to
cope. Then again, rescheduling
had to come up-with a new
profile which would allow for,
year by year, a debt servicing
liability that the borrower
would be able to manage.

Rescheduling eased the

of poorer countries
in the grip of debt crisis only
to a limited extent. The debt
burden remained there and a
year's obligations were merely
being stretched ahead into the
next year or so. Nor was there
any guarantee that the debtor
country's economy would pick
in the co years (o en-
it to meet new repay-
ment schedule The element of
uncertainty tended to strain.
rather than ease, relationship
between debtor and creditor
nations.

The first oil shock of 1973
74 severely jolted thé debtor
nations. Pelroleum prices
quadrupled. It did hurt the
creditor nations too. HoWever.
it was even more of a problem
for the poorer countries who
did not have oil. They were al-
ready in debt and now had to
find additional money to fi-
nance bloated import bills.
Servicing debts took the form
of a real burden. All that they
could do was to borrow more.
The richer countries in the
West actually increased their
aid budgets between 1973 and
1975. The newly rich oil-ex-
porting OPEC countries also
emerged as major donors.

Many developing countries,
particularly those in Latin
America, also started borrow-
ing from the banks in the
West. Most of the so-called
petro-dollars had found way
into these banks. The money
had to be recycled. The gov-

Self-reliance Teeters at the Grave-side

With the Japanese Prime Minister cancelling foreign trips in order to maintain pressure on
Pyongyang to give up its nuclear plans in the wake of Kim Il Sung's death, the President's
successor has virtually no breathing space before making tough choices. Gemini News

ernments in the West encour-
aged their banks to lend to the
poorer countries. Multilateral
denor agencies also seemed
happy with recycling. Lending
to developing countries by
these banks thus expanded
substantially. So it was that
when the second oil shock
came in 1979-80, these devel-
oping countries ran to the
banks for more money, getting
deeper into debts.

Obviously the borrowing
binge could not go on and on.
The csunch came in 1982
when some of the Latin Ameri-
can countries defaulted on
Lheir loans and anneunced that

they were no longer in a posi-
tion to repay their debts.

Banks, in their turn., were
quick to react and cut their
lending. Once again, official
development assistance (ODA)
remained virtually as the only
available source for the poorer
countries to beg or borrow
funds. However, ODA or official
aid flows, if you prefer it that
way, could not expand
overnight to fill up the vacuum
created by the banks’' stoppage
of lending to the developing
countries. Nor perhaps were
donors much interested in in-
creasing their aid budgets this
time. Debtor countries, on the
other hand, just could not
meet their obligations. May be
that is how the idea of debt

forgiveness found its way in.
However, that is not all to

At. Not all the developing coun-

tries took to commercials, bor-

rowings from banks. All the
same, Lhey too were [inding it
difficult both to service their
debts incurred through ODA
and make outlays needed to
achieve the desired rate of
growth. Developing counitries
wanted their debt servicing
burden reduced and had been
vocal on this score since the
late seventies. They had ap-
peared particularly sore at the
donor nations' practice of tying
of aid to procurement of goods
from the lending country. Tied
aids, developing countries had
argued, amounted to recycling
of the money lent, back to the
credifor country by way of ex-

ALONG MY WAY

port of goods under the pro-
gramme. Besides. the debtor
country pays on average around
15 per cent more than prevail-
ing international prices for the
import of such goods.

ing countries felt that these
constituted sufficient grotinds
for writing off such debts. The
notion of debt fo thus
cropped up here as well.

The Naples summit initia-
tive on debt relief from the G-
7 countries — Britain, Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan
and the United States -~ im-
plies that benefits from the
move to the poor nations,
would accrue from the mem-
bers of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD) which also
is Paris-based. Specifically
concerned with the move are
the members of the OECD's
Development Assistanage

Aidan Foster-Carter writes from Seoul

Service reports on the probable end of the dream of self-reliance.
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Fwenty years ago Kin [l
2 was riding high.
Economically. juche seemed to

be working, too. as evidenced
by rapid growth rates and a
higher per capita income than
South Korea. Many-of the more
radical African and Asian gov-
ernments recognised North
Korea as the only legitimate
Korean state. Leaders such as
Tanzania's Julius Nyerere and
Zambia's Kenneth Kaunda vis-
ited Pyongyang and came away
impressed, with_both its dy-
namism and orderliness.

The orderliness remains
but the dynamism has died.

. Economic growth has been

negative for four years. Today,
a single year's 7 per cent
growth in South Korea's $300
billion-plus gross national
product is worth more than
the entire $20 billion North

North Korea's trade peaked
in the late 1980s at around $5
billion. and has since shrunk
by half. With $160 billion
worth of trade last year, South
Korea could be on a different

planet. -y

Part of the failure lies in the
ending of Soviet credits in
1991. Moscow's pulling the
plug was as disastrous for
North Korea as it has proved
for Cuba, and undermines the
stern denunciations by Kim 11
Sung and Fidel Castro of other
countries’ “dependency” -—
though both countries would
argue that dependency was
forced on them by the non-co-
operation of those making the
accusation.

Politically, too. juche has
proved to be a dead-end, with
self-reliance turning into self-
absorption and self-promotion.
Radical students from develop-
ing countries soon tired of
reading Kim 11 Sung's volumi-
nous works and being pressed
by local
bassies into writing poems of

praise or sending
"spontaneous” gifts to the
Great Leader.

The issue that finally caused
problems for North Korea is its
suspected nuclear weapons
programme. Kim may have
genuinely believed that the
smarl and perhaps only way for
a small country to safeguard its
independence was by building
the bomb. But he apparently
failed to realise that the big
powers — old ally China as
much as the US — would not
allow it to defy the Non-

North HKorean em- ,

had signed, and go nuclear.

So instead of protecting his
government, Kim's nuclear
ambition has had the opposite

effect. By arousing anxiety, he ,

imperiled rather
strengthened his regiume.
His son and heir Kim Jon 11
faces enormous pressures to
change course. If he continues
to pursue economic juche in
current world conditions, the
country will be actively op-
and the outcome will be
further economic decline. with
the possibility of unrest.

than

Similarly, if he sticks to hjs
father's dream of nuclear self-
reliance he will precipitate UN
sanctions and, at worst, air
strikes against the Yongbyon
nuclear site, an option already
being urged by US hawks.

That leaves the path of
market reforms. If he wants to
resist, it will be no good look-
ing to China or Vietnam. both
of which seem satisfied that a
degree of reforrm can provide a
new lease of life and lead to
rapid growth.

For Kim. however, such a
path constituted revisionism.
And the collapse of communist
rule in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe only con-
firmed his view that watering
down juche could have fatal
CONnSequences.

The truth is that though
small and medium-size devel-
oping countries form the ma-
jority of the world community,
in today's world they are not
given the choice of going it
alone.

In the 1990s, the wisdom

com-
ponent of ODA, recipient
countries still spend at least

i
E
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ODA to the poorer nations.  of the officially agreed target of
To date, the Paris Club. their 0.7 per cent of the donor cc.n-
organisation for hafdling debt munity s gross domestic prod-
relief. has written off third- uct each year. At 0.7 per cent
world loans of $3 billion under of their total GDP, the rich
the existing 50 per cent ceil- countries would now be ex-
ing. Yet, since 1960, the rich  pected (o make available $130
countries have disbursed Dbillion to the poorer nations as
nearly $1 4 trillion in ODA td ODA in a year. Yet, the rich in-
the poorer nations. Set against dustrial countries committed
this amount. debt relief only 0.33 per cent of their
granted so far appears as combined GDP as aid to the
merely a tiniest fraction of the poorer nations in 1992. In ab-
stock of ODA. True, ODA con- solute amount. ODA in 1992
tains a grant e of at came to just abowut $60 billion.
least 25 per cent. Even then,
the debt relief granted to date Nor is there is any indication

j that flows would in-
crea Rather. developing
are being advised to

not just selected maturities.
These measures could indeed
speed up debt relief to the
poorer nations. However. it
remains to be seen if new pre-
conditions are attached to eli-
gibility for debt relief. Would
the West's concerns about en-
vironment, human rights and
labour standards find expres-
sion in the preconditions for
granting debt relief to the
third world? Well., that is a
question which has to await an
AnNSwer .

The overall aid scenario re-
mains bleak. True, tied aid as
proportion of bilateral ODA,
had been f{alling. Even then. an
average of 28 per cent of bilat-
eral aid commitments in
1989-91 remained tied to the

procurement of goods and ser-
vices from doner countries. Of

$160 billion. Of this total,
private flows at nearly $88
billion. were the biggest
component. During

international banking com-
munity. Now the poorer na-
tions are being urged. to raise
funds from the global capital
market. Let's hope that some
day in the future, another
crunch will not come as it did

in early eighties.

for the last decade. or finding
forms of insertion into the
global econemy which will

advance rather than retard
Iocg development.
n this, ironically. the

world may have more to learn
from South HKorea. with its
cussed determination to indus-
trialise in its own way., than
from the dream of juche which
may not long outlive its beget-
ter.

AIDAN FOSTER-CARTER is
director of the Korea
at Britain's Leeds University,
senior analyst with Merit
indiscriminately, as Consulting in Seoul, and main
multilateral institutions such author of the monthly Korea
as the IMF have been urging Countdown newsletter.
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lute sovereignty does not arise:
it is not on offer.

The only choice available is
between opening up

Is Blasphemy Punishable

by Human Being?

The streets in the Dhaka
city are hot in the recent days
by shouts of some “patriotic,
law abiding and pious”™ quarters
to hang all those who speak
against our holy Prophet (SA)
or the Holy Quran.

I. as an ordinary Muslim,
became confused when looked
to Quran and Sunnah
(practices) of the holy Prophet
(SA) but do not find a single
statement urged to hang or
physically punish any person
who deneunces criticises
Islam. a religion of peace and
lolerance, out of his ignorance.

Would any learned theolo-
gian kindly clarify the follow-
ing points that struck in my
mind:

* Was there any "Blasphemy
law” at the time of holy
Prophet [(SA) and his righteous
caliphs?

* Was any 'Murtad' punished
by death at the time of holy
Prophet (SA) without being a
traitor?

* Why did the holy Prophet

the son of

(SA) not allow
Abdullah bin Ubayy to kill his

father for his blasphemy

against the holy prophet which
was recorded in the Quran?

* Why blasphemy law sup-
porters give reference to
British and Pakistani blas-
phemy law and not to Quran
and Sunnah regarding blas-
phemy?

* Why blasphemy law pro-
posed in our parliament is true
copy of Pakistani blasphemy
law which was promulgated by
a dictator and which is
strongly criticised by all quar-
ters of Pakistani people save
the self-centered politics
based Mullahs who are re-
jected by Pakistani people at
the recent election?

* Is freedom of speech and
expression not granted uncon-
ditionally in Islam?

I will highly appreciate if
any brother helps me to get
proper guidance.

Engr. Md. Saifur Rahman

Textile Engineering College
Tejgaon Industrial Area

Letters fqr‘

address.
Beggars

Sir, John Major's declara-
tion for a war against Britain's
beggars stating that the beg-
gars are down-and-out an eye-
sore who drive tourists and
shoppers away. urged the peo-
ple. police and prosecutors to
use full force of law to keep

them away from the streets.
The problem is as old as the

history of mankind. And in

Bangladesh begging has be-
come almost an imstitution —
there are many who easily de-
clare themselves as sons and
daughters of  beggar without
any remorse, regret or re-
sentment. In fact many beggars
here are either vagrants or
confidence tricksters, who
normally frightén, intimidate,
harass or pressure people into
giving them money and would
not accept any genuine assis-
tance like regular food, shelter
etc. Among the beggars those
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who have no alternative to

begging like the retarded ones
or/and physieally handicapped,
could be assisted by the state
and charitable flunds after they

have undergone family plan-

ning i.e., sterilisation.

Col Mirza Shafi (R)
Banani, Dhaka g

Green coconut -

Sir. We frequently read in
the economic section’ of the
newspapers that the price of
green coconut is dear. It
means the supply of green co-
conut is not suffielent as the
production has deecreased sig-
nificantly during the past few
years. ’

Green coconul is a good
substitute for saline-glucose
water during gastro-enteritis.
It increases blood circulation
in kidneys and causes diuresis.

iron etc. The green coconul
waler is an ideal natural bever-
afe. The matured coconut also
possesses great food with
medicinal values. Coconut palm
is an important tree. The en-
tire portion of this tree is be-
ing used [or various purposes.
Because of ils high economic
and nutritional values, the co-
conut palm has been referred
lo as a 'tree ol heaven',

Although there is a coconut ~

research centre in the coun-
try. the production of coconut
as well as the number of trees
have decreased during the last
decades, The relevant agricul-
ture department of the gov-
ernment should undertake a
special programme to raise the
number of coconut palms.

During the current tree planta-
tion * programme, people may
be encouraged to plant co-
conut trees. The saplings may
be supplied from the govern-
ment nurseries on token price.

M Zahidul Haque

. Assistant Professor

Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute
Dhaka

viewers are declining. The
viewers now prefer to see Star
TV, Zee TV, BBC and the CNN.

The standard of our TV pro-
gramme has gone down like
anvthing. The programmes are
mostly boring and devoid of
anything good and entertain-
ing. The presentation perfor-
mance is also very poar.
Thanks to the government for
it has Arranged the showing of
CNN. and BBC programmes to

gel rid of the present bore-
dom.

Most of BTV's programmes
show the same old faces, old
songs and some repeal pro-
grammes. It has been reporied
that the authority is trying to
open new stations and new
channels. But what benefit the
countrymen will get If good
programmes are not shown? I
know many people from Rang-
pur, Dinajpur. Thakurgaon and
Rajshahi who prefer to see
Indian TV programmes from
Doordarshan. The viewers are
generally of the opinion that
BTV does hardly produce any-
thing creative. Even the Eng-
lish news casting is not
attractive.

to help the viewers who
really want to see their own
cultural wvalues reflected on
their own: TV.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Lake Circus. Kalabagan
Dhaka

Girl murdered at
Rajshahi park
Sir, A beautiful girl was
murdered at Rajshahi Central

Uddayan park on 25th June,
1994,

According te local several
newspapers which published
the photo of the murdered
girl. she was murdered bru-
tally and tactfully and her body
was found lying on the stair-
case of the southern part of
the mini hill in the park.
Neighbouring inhabitants out-
side the park also heard the
loud scream of a girl for help
on that night.

The dead body of the girl
wore a standard saree, and
golden ornamentis, according

failed to trace out the culprits.

Rajshahi city inhabitants feel
that they will get justice after

creation of the long cherished
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Rajshahi Metropolitan Police®

administration. The Central
Police authority also failed to
perform their duty to combat

the criminals as the photo of

the said murdered girl was not

arranged to be publish in any
top national dailies of the capi-
tal Dhaka for wide propaganda
and identification.

Rajshahi Park authority did
not take any necessary step
about it. A central CID branch
did not rush to the spot. But a
human life is most valuable to
Lhe society and the nation.

We, the Rajshahi Metro-
politan inhabitants urge upon
the government and the
central police authority to take
up this most tragic murder
case and find out and punish
the culprits immediately.

Would our national Human
Rights bady also look into the
matter seriously?

Md Abu Hena
Rajshahi



