e (60.97).
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Champlons push further up

ZURICH, Switz-
erland, July 22:
World Cup cham-
pions Brazil mo-
ved up two places
Io take over as
the wp team in FIFA's monthly
world rankings released
Thursday. while Bulgaria,
Sweden. Belgium and Saudi
Arabia made some of the
higgest jumps of the World Cup
participants, reports AP,

- July's rankings for the top
thréee teams mirror the final
World Cup classification since
World Cup maltches are given
the most weight in the math-
ematical formula,

Brazil. which have 65.21]
points. have the largest lead of
any top-ranked teams since
the rankings were first com-
prited in August 1993,

Italy. which lost Sunday's
World Cup final 3-2 on penalty
kicks to Brazil, was second
with 62.89 points. followed: by
Swetlen [61.28). Germany
(61.14). ihe Netherlands
Spain (59.74),
[38.20). Norway

Romania

157 .52). Argentina (57.46) and
Nigeria (56.28).

Sweden's third place were
up seven spots from June,
while surprising World Cup
semifinalist Bulgaria rose to
14th. 15 places above their
June ranking.

Saudi Arabia, which upset
Belgium in the World Cup and
reached the second round in
their debut in the World
Championships moved up to
29th from 34th.

Bolivia moved up two spots
to 41st while fellow World Cup
participants Switzerland

(11th]), Ireland (13ih). Mexico
(15th). the United States
(22nd) and South Korea
(36th). all moved up one
notch.

Romania ([seventh],

Colombia (17th) and Russia
{(19th} remained in their posi-
lions while Germany fell four
places from their top spot last
monih.

Other World Cup partici-
panis also dropped.

The Netherlands slipped
three places: Spain fell one,

Norway two, Argentina one,
Cameroon three 27th,
Morocco two (30th)  and
Greece three (34th).

Among teams which did not
compete. European champions
Denmark were the highest
ranked team in 12th. down
from No. 9. while Japan had

lhe most improvement to
38th. up 14 places.
RANI{INGS

1. Brazil 65.21 pts
2. ltaly 62.89 pts
3. Sweden 61.28 pts
4. Germany 61.14 pis
5. Holland 60.97 pts
6. Spain 99.74 pts
7. Romania 58.20 pts
8. Norway 57.52 pts
9. Argentina 27.46 pts
10. Nigeria 56.28 pts
11. Switzerland 55.80 pts
12. Denmark ' D4.88 pis
13. Eire 53.68 pis
14. Bulgaria 53.40 pts
15. Mexico 53.10 pts
16. France 02.82 pts
17. Colombia D2.72 pts
18. England 52.15 pts
19. Russia 52.02 pts
20. Belgium 50.17 pts
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LOS ANGELES,
July 22: Claudio
Taffarel, hailed as
a hero in Brazil's
World Cup vic-
lory. says a real
lero is the cab driver who
returned his victory medal and
dlrs 60.000 in cash, reporis
AP.

A day after the goalkeeper
survived a penalty-kick
shootout against Italy. he left
his passport and treasure in
Juan Blanceo's taxi.

"My feeling -was, 1 got to
give this back to this guy."
Blanco, 32, said in a telephone
interview Thursday night from

" his home in suburban Santa

Ana, 30 miles (45 kms) south-
east of Los Angeles.

"When 1 talked to him," the
Mexican-born cabbie said, "I
said | thought twice about go-
ing back to Mexico. We were
joking. But inside me it wasn't
to do that.”

Blanco, who said re is a big
soccer fan, watched Sunday's
final on television because he
couldn’'t afford tickets. He had
been rooting for Brazil since
Mexico was eliminated.

The next morning, Taffarel
stcppe:d into Blanco's cab with

his"wife and daughter, riding
from a hotel in Anaheim to
Fullerton.

Blanco knew the man
looked familiar, but couldn't
place him.

He said it clicked when
they arrived at the hotel, and
Taffarel asked him to go to the
back entrance to avoid the
crush-of fans. Blanco was im-
pressed then, but he went
home for breakfast and a nap.

When he returned to his
car, he saw a pink-and-black
fanny pack in the back sea. In
one zipper. he found key
chains and tie clips with the
Brazilian flag. In another, he
found passports with visas for
Taffarel, his wife and daughter.

Then, in the back pocket,
Blanc saw a ribbon, and at-
tached to it was a gold medal.
And then he counted out the
dirs 60,000 in cash crammed
mm the pack.

"l thought, "This is a let of
money,” Blanco said. "That's
when | started shaking and
just getting very, very nérvous.

1 was thinking ‘I have to go
back and returm this.™

Blanco ran inside to te)l his
brother ut his find, and hiu
thhl:rwasdutﬂmJﬂ

. many people

"I said, 'Check it out.’

“handed him the gold® mm:lal I

lold him 'Check the back’ and
he opens it and said, "Wow,"™
Blanco said. "Then he gets
mdre crazy than me.”

The. two calmed down and
sel out to relurn the belong-
ings, and heard over the car's
radio that police were lookirig
for the driver who had given
Talffarel a ride that morning.
Blanco radioed that he was on
his way.

At the hotel. police seized
the fanny pack, but the cab
driver insisted on meeting the
soccer start, who was dmng an
interview with a Brazilian
television station.

"After his interview ' he

shook my hand and gave me a

pretty tight hug saying not
like me are
around,” Blanco said. "Then he
gave me a sweater with his au-
tograph. he signed my video-'
lapes and he signed my T-shirt
that | was wearing."

Blanco also received a dirs
1,000 reward.

The television reporter ev-
en interviewed Blanco.

"Believe me, it's something

that | will never fcrrg:t " Blanco
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- SAO PAULO, July

22: DBrazil's gu-
vernment tax chi-
el resigned Thu-
rsday in a dispute

ﬁﬁuaﬁ

the victorious Brazilian World
Cup soccer squad to pay nearly
| millipn dollars of customs |
dyties on excess “bro-
ught from the United States,

reports Reuter.

The dispute threatened to
spoil the mood of euphoria
that had greeted Brazil's fourth
World Cup title.

Federal revenue secretary
Osiris Lopes Filho told re-
porters he was quitting over
"differences” with president
Itamar Franco. He was due to
hand in his resignation later

, ‘Lopes said the "Last straw”
had been the president's
decision to overrule his nrd:r
that 17 tons of

;tt>ggnetftaaur1rzeud!¢auuu¢qgr

Tht delegation arrived In
Rio on the last leg of a mara-
thon three-city homecoming
celebration to mark the World
Cup victory.

" In I::dditiun to the World
up. the squad brought home a
selection of refrigerators, tele-

chine-:nd nucrmu ovens,
which customs officials esti-
mated would be su to du-

DUBLIN, July 22: Substitute
Ji-Young Lee scored a hattrick
in South Korea's 4-1 win over
China in the women's World
Cup Hokey tournament on

Friday. reports Reuter.

two  billion

ilt.hl:ﬁ'-t_

The soccer squad members
had spent nearly an hour late
Tuesday arguing heatedly with
Rio airport customs officials.

The controversy threatened
to disrupt an already delayed
victory parade through Rio's
streets until an order came
through from the presidential
palace in Brasilia. via
Minister Rubens Ricupereo, to
release the luggage unin-
spected.

In the heat of the moment,
soccer federation officials and
players including star striker
Romario even threatenéd to
boycott the Riv parade and
hand back medals were
awarded by President Franco,
Brazilian "said.

"The truck is hot leaving
the airport without my lug-
gage. We're not sm T
represented Brazil in front of
people in the
world. If they don't release my

. I'm’ giving back my
.. O Globo quoted Ro-

mmmw
the team would visit Sac Paulo
next July 29 to receive the

I'lﬂuﬁl&m-fhm&n:hp-num llthp-_hnn:ﬂuﬁrltm:dnfthel%
women s open golf championship at Indianwood Golf and Country Club on July 21.

— AFP photo

Hagi in
Barcelona

BARCELONA, Spain, July
22: Rorhanian midfielder
Gheorghe Hagi., who was back
lo his magical best at the
World Cup. arrived here on
Thursday to riegotiate a possi-
ble transfer to the Spanish
champions. reports AFP.

The 29-year-old,
played for Italian club Brescia
last season. said he was only
here to talk and not to sign a
contract,

Barcelona vice- president
Joan Gaspart said: "Hagi is one
of the plaver that our coach

Johan Qruy(l is after. But noth- .

ing has been agreed yet."

Last season's European Cup
linalists have offered.350 mil-
lion "pesetas (2.75 million dol-
lars) for the player but Brescia
are holding oul for a further 25
million pesetas (200,000 dol-
lars}, according to Spanish
press reports,

In an attacking midfield
role. Hagi would be the ideal
man behind Barca's fearsome
strike force of World Cup stars
Brarzilian Romario and
Bulgarian Hristo Stoichkov.

CONCACAF Gold
Cup deferred

NEW YORK, July 22: The
CONCACAF Gold Cup, the
championship of football's
North and Central American
and Caribbean region, will be
pushed back from next July to

January or February of 1996,
reports AFP.

Chuck Blazer, general sec-
retary of CONCACAF, said the
calendar for next June, July

and August is too crowded

with the US Cup exhibition
tournament and the Copa
America South American
championship.

Luis Garcia
joins Real
Sociedad

MADRID, Spain., July 22:
Mexican striker Luis Garcia
agreed to a three- -year contract
Friday with the Spanish First-
division club Real Sociedad,
leaving behind a mixed record
at Atletico Madrid. reports AP.

Atletico spokesman Antonio
Olano confirmed the deal, but

refused to give any financial

‘details.

Real Sociedad President
Luis Uranga told the state
news agency EFE that the
whole deal had cost the San
Sebastian-based Club 270 mil-
lion pesetas (dirs 2.1 milllen),
but: did mot “spectiy how' thar
broke dowh hetﬂeen “ransfer

fees and salary.
The negotiations were re-
portedly long and difficult,

with Atletico President Jesus
Gily Gil apparently hesitant to
cumplctc a deal.

"Luis Garcia's pnsitimi was
very important and he saw his
future in the sport more
clearly with Real Sociedad
than with Atletico," Uranga
said. "As far as his spirit is
concerned he's arriving with
a positive attitude ready to
benefit the team.”

Garcia, 25, scored 17 goals
during the 1992-98 season
with Atletico, which he joined
after leaving the Mexican side
UNAM.

But his second year was
mearked by injuries and the
dismal performanee of
Atletico, which barely escaped
relegation. Garcia scored 11
goals, five of them on penalty
kicks.

In the World Cup, Garcia
scored both goals in Mexico's
2-1 victoery over Ireland.
Mexico was eliminated in the
second round by Bulgaria on

penalty kicks. .
Spain move into
Fed Cup qtrs

FRANKFURT. July 22: Title

holders Spain swept threugh
to the quarter finals of the
Federation Cup women's team
tennis event on Thursday,
knocking out Argentina 3-0,

reports Reuter
Wimbledon champion
Conchita Martinez put the

W ahead after fighting
a spirited counter-attack by

Patricia Tarabini in the first
singles.

Tarabini won a secend-set
tie-break 8-6 to level their

clash 1-1, but Martinez
stormed k in the final set
o win 6-3. 6-7, 6-2 clash.

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario
Easil beat Florencia Labat 6-1,
6-4 10 ensure Spain's place in
the last eight and Maria
Montoliec and Nieves Avila
made it 3-0. winning 6-1. 6-4
against Labat and Bettina Fulco.

The second-seeded United
States and Bulgaria also
reached the quarter-finals with
3-0 victories

The US will

Mary
US towards victory with an
casy 6-1, 4-1 win over Canada’s

Helen Kelesi, who retired with |

i wmmﬂrﬂ-!.
hp4h1hlh Gigl Fernandez and
Zina Garrison de d
Hetherington an
Sinipson -alter 6-1. 76 (7-3).
Bulgaria, seeded sixth,

routed Indonesia.

who -
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It's crunch time for Anand

HY DERABAD, India.

July 22: [Indian
Grandmaster Vis-
hwanathan Anan-
d's bid to become
the world's best
chess plaver will be put to a
severe test when the
International Chess Federation
(FIDE) Candidates quarter-
finals open on Sunday, reports

The 24-year-old Iridian
whizid is pitted against the
fast-improving American Gata
Kamsky in an eagerly-awaited
match that will be played over
eight games at the Sanghi
Nagar township near this
southern Indian city.

The two other quarter-fi-
nals in the official World
Championships feature Boris
Gelfand of Belarus against
Viadimir
and Jan Timman of the

‘Netherlands against Russian

Valery Salov.

The three winners will be
joined in the semi-finals by
tormer world champion
Anatoly Karpov, FIDE's top-
ranked .player after' Garri
Kasparov was stripped of the
title when he formed the
breakaway Professional Chess
Association (PCA).

Anand, who has already

made it to the semi-finals of

the PCA cycle that will throw
up a challenger to Kasparov,
was wary of the Siberian-born
Kamsky despite a 6-1 record
against him,

"Numbers are mearﬂngl&sa
in chess,” Anand said. "l feel
gmd going into the match but

Haid

Kramnik of Russia .

. Kamsky' is undoubtedly a

strong and tough opponent.”

The Madras-based Anand,
who thinks British Grand-
master Nigel Short predicts
will wear the world crown in
the near future, also discounts
any home advantiage he may
have against Kamsky.

"It [home advantage) be-
comes minimal before a tough

rival as there is tremendous

pressure to perform wﬂl hl:

\? AN&ND

The bespectacled Kamsky,
coached by his father Rustom,
goes into the match against
Anand unbeaten since July last

vear and fresh from a shock

win over highly-fancied
Kramnik in the PCA quarter-
finals in New York last month.

"Kamsky's easy win over
Kramnik with two games to
spare cannot be taken lightly.”
said Anand. "He will prove a
tough customer.”

- rienced of the six

The other two quarter-fi-

- nals also promise a keen tus-

sle..

Kramnik.19, faces a reluc-
tant challengﬂ in Gelfand.
who said: "I don't like io play
Kramnik since we are such
good friends. But one has to

. accept these thmga and get on

with the job."

Salov has a score to settle
with Timman, the most expe-
players on
view with two decades of top-
level chess behind him. Salov

lost to the Dutch Grandmaster .

in the Candidates match in

- 1987,

"Salov is in top form. He is

one of the toughest opponents

you can gel," Tirnman said.
Meanwhile, Garri Kasparov

has turned down India's invita-

tion to witness the aofficial

World Championship chess

matches here from Sunday.

- His rejection has scuttled
moves for a pateh-up between
his breakaway Professional
Chess Association (PCA} and
the International Chess
Federation (FIDE). '

Ravi Sanghi. chief organiser
of the FIDE Candidates quar-
ter-finals here ending August
9. said today Kasparov had
cited prior commitments as
fhe reason for his inability to
make the trip. but "wished the
tournament well."

India were hoping to get
the former. world champiqn to
Hyderabad for a summit meet-
ing with FIDE president
Florenico dampﬂmanaes who
will be the chief pguest at
india's biggest chess event.

A watershed in US TV annals

NEW YORK. July

::?n 22 The World Cup
{'.' o=, | final between Br-
$ azil and Italy set a
- UJS television rat- .-
ings recond for soccer with a

'] 9.5 and the 11 games on ABC

averaged a 5.3, 18 per cent
above what the head US or-
ganiser said was the network's
pretournament estimate, re-
poris AP.

Sunday's game received a
24 share, Nielsen Media
Research sald Thursday.” easily
beating golf tournaments on
CBS and NBC, the two other
major commercial networks. in
the linited States.

The rating is the percent-
age ol television households in
the: national watching a pro-
gramme and the share is the
percentage tuned in among
those homes watching televi-

sion at the time. Each ratings
represents - 942,000 .

poit
home's.
The ratings do not include

v firm ~0r

the number of people which
walched the games in Spanish
on Univsion or in Itallan on
RAl America. ;

The rating for Brazil's
shootout victory over Italy nar-
rowly topped the 9.3 rating
for Brazil's 1-0 victory over the

.United States inr the second

round. The national rating for
the final dropped 23 per cent
from the 12.4 overnight sam-
ple from 32 major markets,
which was released Monday.

. The overnight ratings are a

_ sampling of major metropoli-

tan markets. an indication that
the game was watched far
more widely in large cities and
suburbs than in rural sections
of the United States.

Before the tournament be-
gdn. Alan Rothenberg. head of
the US organisers, sald ABC
projected an average rating of
4.0-4.5 for its 11 broadcasts.

. The network wouldnt ; con-
deny.. Rethenberg's
stalements.

The 5.32 average translatés
to an average of 4,993 000
hoines watching each game.

In comparison, this year's
Super Bowl. the championship
game of the National Football
League, got a 45.4 rating
(42.767,000 homes). this
year's NBA Finals averaged a
12.3 (11.587.000} and last
year's us Major League
Baseball World Series aver-
aged a 17.3 (16,297.000
homes). | |

This was the first World
Cup shown on network televi-
sion in the United States since
1986. Before this World Cup,
the highest rating for soccer in
the United States was a 6.6 for
the 1982 World Cup final be-
tween [taly and West Germany.

That was topped by three
games of this tournament: the
final, the United States-Braszil

mﬂmwm 1:
té Romaria in the first

round, which got a 6.8.

ﬂm unddtprl AFP photo uhnu.-\ ﬂ‘-‘xlllmm Braves second baseman Murk Lenke diving to stop a

single hit by St Louis Curdinal s Gerald Young in the first innings of the second game of their
NRL double header in St Louis The Braves won.
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. Graf back

on song
MAHWAH, New Jersey. July

22 Steffi Graf, saying she was

"Mentally relaxed" after a
month off, scored an easy 6-2,
6-1 second-round victary over
Nicole Provis of Australia at the
150,000 dollars Pathmark
women's tennis classic.on
Thursday. reports Reuter. _
The world number one nn-
leashed a powerful serve and a
lethal forehand in d

Provis in 49 minutes.

It was thé German star's
first appearance since

‘upset by American Lori

in the first round at Wim-
bledon a.month ago,

‘I didn't touch a racket for
three weeks and just started to
praciise about nine days ago,”
said"the 25-year-old Graf, who
will face 49th -ranked Ameri-
can Pam Shriver in a quarter-

, final tonight.

‘My game felt pretty good,”
said Graf, who is secklng her
fifth title here.

"I took care of some busi-
ness matters in , Vaca-
tioned in Florida and Sardinia
and just did anything | wanted,
going to the beach roller blad-
ing and going to the movies. [
needed Lo, come back now as I
nieeded to stay away.

"Wimbledon is any favourite
tournament and it hurt to lose.
But the time off allowed me to
relax.”

Graf admitted that "The va-
cation was wonderful,” but she
missed the tennis. .

'l needed to come back,”
she said.- "I enjoy the game so
much. ! wouldn't be doing it
for 21 years if I didn't.”

Graf felt she needed only a
short preparation period in
her -first match here since
beating Jennifer Capriati in the
1990 final. "I don't need much
time to get ready for a hard .

+ court match.,” said Graf. "Hard

courts suit my game.”

Provis, who beat Graf on
Clay last year in the Federation
Cup in Frankfurt, was com-
pletely outclassed this time as
she held her serve only once
in each set.

Graf closed the match out
in solid fashion. She went to a
5-1 lead with a love game fash-
ioned on an ace, two service
points and a smash, and broke
in the final game ‘with three
trademark winners off her
forehand.

Today Amanda Coetzer of
South Africa will go against
Manuela Maleeva- Fragniere of
Switzerland. Helena Sukova of
the Czech Republic will play
American Lisay Ramond and
German Marketa Kochta will
meet Nipo Louarsabishvili of
Georgia. )

Coetzer needed only 64
minutes for a 6-1, 6-1 win over
Ai Sugiyama of Japan, Raymond
won an abbreviated 6-4. 4-2
decision over American Patty
Fendick, who was forced to
retire due to a pulled stom-
ach muscle. Kochta won on the

fifth match point in turning
'back Dutchwoman Stephanie
Rottier 7-6 (7-5). 6-4.

New world
mark

LISBON, July 22: Russian
Yelena Lysak set a wind-as-
14.43 metre mark in
the triple jump at the World
Junior Athletics championship
on Thursday, reports Reuter.

She jumped further than
the world junior triple jump
recard of 14.29 set by China's
Ruiping Ren on September

1993 in Beijing and improved
her own personal best of

149K

e lupished 1 second

er nlarking up 14.38,
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