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Traffic

Highlighting the city's increa
ghlighting ty gt

ing traffic situation, two reports h'ufau
y. point to the

neumpimr on Thursday and
acute s of traffic palice — one for every

five hund
traflic; and finally, of the street vendors who oc-
cupy the pavements, angd a portion of the roads,
causing sertous obstruction to smooth flow of
traffic. The third report published today, how-
ever, deals with some expert suggeftions.

According to the reports, there are more than
five lakh vehicles — both motorised and non-mo-
torised — that ply on the 2,231 km of city roads,
at an average rate of 246 automobiles per minute,
at city centres. All the three above tiohed fac-
tors are very important. In fact, in

ti problems in the city. Collectively,' they pose a
very difficult challenge, which is growing more
dillicith by the minute.

\We eomild. no doubt. use some extra hands as
trathie police. But what about the ones who are on
Daard now. Crom the louk of it. most*traffic police
SECiL t have no clve about how. to mmanage traffic
on e strects, If they do receive anv traini
et wecnnunent. then thev do a very good job o
luditg it while on duty. There is an nbvimm }ark
Gl mouvauon. But on their side. the poind must be
made that there is oo much pressure on the
roads for one traffic police to manage. If the total
traffic was motorised then the problem could
have been better tackled. But given the fact that
there are several of non-motorised vehicles
— rickshaws, rickshaw vans, push carts etc.
each with varying road speed, it makes the task
of traffic control almost impossible.

Growing number of vehicles on the street is a
problem that has been created by sheer neglect.
The rise in the number of motorised vehicles,
especially trucks and buses, is something that we
should encourage. Dhaka still does not have a taxi
service, which we must introduce withdut any
JJurther delay. But its introduction will further -
complicate the tratfic situation. Where the
authority's neglect is really unforgiveable is the
allowmg of uncontrolled growth of rickshaws in
the eity. There cannot be any question of remo-
ving them trom the strecet as they provide em-
plu% ment to hundreds ot :hnuqﬁnds ot the une-
mployed But on the olicr liand, there cannot be
any C]UL‘H“UI] either ot allowing their limitless
;_,rnwth 111 a city that lhas su very limited road
space. The single most important lactor {or trattic
clog in the city is the unbridled growth of rickshiaws.

The ;]F{]hlE!I]H ol street vendors occupying a
sizeable part of our roads is, in our view, the sec-
ond most important cause of the traffic mess. The
worrisome aspect of this problem is that a net-
work of vested interest group has grown up as a
beneficiary — local hﬂodlums extortionists and
the local police. In mutual connivance these
groups 'occupy’ the sidewalks and then 'rent’ out
the same o the street vendors. It was first only
the pavements, but gradually these groups are
inching into the road itself. And they are becom-
ing more and more powerful.

All these have happened primarily because the
city authorities either did not want to manage the
situation. or benefitted from the chaos, or looked
the other way because of -political gains. This
shiortsighted and myopic view of the situation has
already brought the . present traffic chaos upon us.

————

Frankly, the daily traffic jumble in our city (‘Ein'-
CShid A T IREOR S EE hOTEIR SO T SS

thorities to waste no turther time in taking a se-
riosss look at the traffic situation and arrive at
both a short term and a long term leiCY to tackle
this growing problem..

Faculty for Free Thinking

Bravo Dr Moin. While speaking at the conclud-
ing ceremony of a six-week training course for
college teachers at the National University (NU)
on Thursday, the State Minister for Planning said
something which is simultaneously thrilling and a
bit confusing. He suggested that the NU should
set up a separate faculty for free thinking. We
were under the impression that any university as
a whole is a place for free thinking. With a sepa-
rate faculty for it. will it not imply that the rest of
the university does not do any thinking?

That is the confusing part. But there is an ex-
- tremely thrilling side to his suggestion. While a
section of our society, though extremely small, is
demanding bla: phemy law to contrbl our thought
Prncess or the minister to call for the estab-

shment of a faculty for free is a matter
of courage indeed. Yes, we fully endorse Or
Moin's proposition for such a faculty, and hcartily
congratulate him for having made such a sugges-
tion. As a nation we scem to have become oblivi-
ous of the nced for free tiinking. We sce to Tor-
get the lu:-,tm:, ol uilier natwils who have foraed
ahead only because thev allowed free thinking 1o
have ils swav. We secin 10 have forgotten our own
history, whicli clearly <shows that onr excellence
came. though in sowe limited fields. only when
no restriction on thought was the order of the
day. Islam s own risc 1s linked with its liberalis.n,

openness, interaction with other cultures and
philasophies of the day, and its tolerance of di-
verse thoughts. Let us not forget that the Greek
philosophical treasures came to Europe during
the renaissance via the Islamic civilisation. It was
the Arabic translations of Socrates, Plato and
other Greek thinkers that formed the bulk of the
thought-base, for the Europe's intellectual revolu-
tion, following the so-called 'Dark Ages'.

There are too many subtle forms of cenmhip
in Bangladesh. First, and the most threatening, is
the one based on what we would like call a
"narrow interpretation of our religion. It is v
clear that some groups are crude use uf
the religious sentiment of our ple, to resist

Then, we also face subtle, but definite,
cenanrs}ﬂp in our day to day thinking.

tical has its own view nf history,
and of the he in it. severely disco
free in their midst in the name of loyalty
and scipline. Then there is of course the

so-called official line in our thinking. The whole
state media is used to promote the ruling party
view-points and curtail the points of view of others.
Under such circumstances, the
Dr Moin .is most welcome. We urge the intellec-
tual community, especially the university teach-
ers, to push this idea witlr total sincerity
and dcvutiun Without the flourishing of intefec-
tual freedom, and the unquestioned rlght abso-
lute free and free speech, we will not be
able to release latent creativity of our people,
which is a

current moral and ethica] ha:nh:ruptcy

vehicles:” the fast rise of vehicular

o
anv one of them is sufficient to cause serious - A

ey

estion of-

precondition for our overcoming the

|

.according to Azerbaijan,

OTWITHSTANDING haz-
ardous definition of sus
tainable development

(SD). the world seems to have '

accepted it as « commeon goal
and been driven to that end.

SD requires, inter alia, that
there should be greater
concern for environment

"through a care for its quality, a

to its growth and
making the use of the stock of
natural resources with concern
for the future. The need for
protection of environment is
perhaps more pervasive in
developing countries now than
ever. Avatlable evidence tends
to show that air pollution in
many metropolis of developing
countries exceed the WHO
standards by a respeciabile
margin. The wreoks lroam

waler pollution, lalling grou®

war tahles  «nil erosion,
salination and water loggng

¢ are wiclely repupied i many of

the developiug countries with
concerns of astounding,
heights. Dr Kirit Parikh of the
Indira Gandhi Institute de-
livered a lecture on the above
issue during 14-16 Julv 1994,
in Dhaka. The following fote to
mostly ol exception frmu Llsat
lecturc.
Euﬂmnmuntmd

Externalities

By and Jarge, as we are
aware, environmental prob-
lems seem to soynd much due
mainly to their externalities.
For example, the smokes gen-
erated by a firm that pollutes
environment and make others
sick, never shows up in firm's
profit and loss account. Again,
a farmer might misuse fertil-
izer that goes to pollute
ground water and neighbour-
ing water body but the said
farmer does_  not pay for the
loss s0 incurred. The exports
of logs and the use of firewood
by cutting trees have immense
economic benefits but its envi-
ronmental costs are hardly ac-
counted for as there is no
penalty for this act or no in-
centive 1o be different. It is
‘ulid that environment bclunga

lo all and therefore it belongs
to none.

Many enviropmental prob-
lems emanate from the fact
that there is hardly any well
defined property rights over
environmental resources,
Suppose village X has a pasture
to support 200 animals. If less

than 200 animals graze on that
pasture, then a priori, there

should not be any stress.
However. the growth of prior.
there should not be any s
tress. However. the growth of
population or the Increased
demand for milk might lead to
a rise in the number of animals
and thus upset the equation ol
demand for grazing land and
the supply of it. Te aveid
degradation. it would be ne«

edsary Lo allow each family to
have il right w keep 200 an-
isals. Bul bear in mind, even a
well delined properiy* rights
may not guaraniee environ-
mental protection. For exam-
ple. farmers who own their
lands eften follow practices
that degrade it due possibly to
povertv and ignorance Again,

* the monopolistic owngrship of

resources cail alsv lcad W the
misnse [rom societv s point ol
viecw ., Im this case what is
pcvded 1= nod just o well -de-
Finead Ll om apyropt late prop-
crty rights with the provise
Lhvat such jighls are enforce-
able and seeoure,

Policy Objectives

The objectives of policies
relating to environment should
address these externalities and
ill defined property dights that
lead lo environmental prob-
lems. Policies should internal-
ize these alities so that
environmental costs of one's
actions are borne by one. Tax
policies can play a vital role in
this respect. Stipulation of ac-
ceptable emission standards
for industries, allocation of

- tradeable quota etc. could be

other options.

[f developing countries
were to reduce 1000t of car-
bon emission, what would that
mean? It can be dﬂnc in alter-

by Abdul Bayes

nate ways with different social

consequences. For example,
reduction in fuel wood use to
reduce 1000t of carbon emis-

sions would mean depriving
more than 500 households of

their energy to cook their

food. Most of the households
are poor and hence do not
have alternative ways
switching to fuels to reduce
Co2. In terms of rice
production, reduction of 1000t
carbon (equivalent reduction
in methane emissions) implies

12000 persons would have to *

give up eating rice — a staple
food for the people of India,
Bangladesh and other poor
eountries. Altern

methane Mucthﬁlm a !It.l
be achieved by reducing num-
ber of cattle by 4000 but that
would imply problems for
more than 1000 rural poor
house-holds whose fuel, energy
and food requirements are met
by cattle. Reduction in cement
use and hence householding
activity for 1000t of carbon
translates into 1000 to 3000
houses for poor in countries
that are already short in
houses. Similarly 3200, 4600
and 5500 MWH of electricity
production from coal. ofl and
gas would have to be sacrificed.
On the other hand. 1000t car-
bon reduction can also be
achieved by reducing B00 cars
on the road in the USA.

In short, any discussion of
economic policies for "SD must
be based on an acteptance of
the central nature of the prob-
lem of environmentally sound
SO

(a) Only an answer to Lhe
widespread poverty and depri-
vation in the world could pro-
vide with needed resources to
deal with poverty and envi-
ronmental problems.

(b) The present global envi-
ronmental probleths are

*mainly the result of the unsus-

tainable consumption pattern
of the rich;

(c)] Continued pupulatlnn
growth would jeopardize the

of

efforts to preserve environ-
ment and a containment of the
growth of population is re
quired. ipso facio.

Mﬂ:ndl’rh:ﬁh-
of Environmental Policy
Choice

The Objectives are well ar-
ticulated in existing literature.
These are:
ronmental siress, contain
emissions and effluent, arrest
degradation of resources, im-
prove quality of resources,
preserve tvesources for now
and for the future. Policies ac-
cepted are to induce change in
the behavior of the different
economic actors and at the
end of the day, change the
levels of outputs and/or inputs.
In these courses of actions, the
policies are likely to benefit
some and hurt others.
However, the consideration in
selecting policies include the
following:

(a) BENEFIT/COST: A good
policy of environmental pro-
tection must necessarfly imply
a olicy where benefits
out costs of preservation.
Suppose the firnns prone to
emissions are asked to pay ex-
tra money. This would raise

the cost of the product

through a backward shifting of
the tax and the consumers
would lose ultimately. The
benefit is, of course, the clean
air or water which could be
rea by the society at large.
To ﬁl credible a policy, I1}":::«:
sum of the social valuations
must exceed the sum of the
social costs i.e. to be accept-
able, the policy should gener-
ate a benefit/cost ratio
than one. It may be noted here
that the costs of the emissions
are not only borne by those
who are out side the firm's
emission but if such emission
or effluent charges force the
firm to.close down, in that
case, the employees also betr a
portion of the costs.

(b) EFFICIENCY: Accept-
ability of policies are, however,

reduce the envi- -

conditions ‘to usher SD. Equal
emphasis should also be given
to the eflic
highest benefit/cost ratio
should be attained. The effi-
ciency criteria should include
i.e. what kind of incentives
does the policy provide for in-
novations, adaptations and de-
velopment that over time lead
to more efficiency.

fc} WHO GAINS AND WHO
LOSES: Even whén social
benefit/cost r is high, the
question of gains from
such policy changes and who
loses remaims no less
paramourit. The gains could be
diffused over a large number
while the costs could be borne
by few or vice versa. In the
first place. those who are pot
responsible for ecreating
environmental hazards shouwld
be compensated for their
losses.

(d) EFFECTIVE ENFORCE-
MENT AT REASONABLE
COSTS: An ideal polity instru-
ment may have to be given up
if @ cannot be enforeed at
reasonable costs. Consider, for
example, a situation In which
one wants to restrict exhaust
from automobiles. Ideally one

may want to impose a tax on'

each car depending on its

of maintenance. It would be

PefssiorP From cach

car. A second best solutien
would be Lo impose a flat tax

on car depending on the rated
mileage of

model. This would encourage
switch-over to less polluting
cars but might discourage
better maintenance that an
ideal tax would enforce. From

enforcement’'s point of view

the former is easier than the
laEtcr.

Policy Instruments
According to Dr Parikh, two

policy instruments could be
used to encourage activities

criteria. The

the particular

Sustainable Development: Some Conceptual Issues

. necessary but hot sufficient

frienity 10 enwvironment.

are for exampie. (a) mnnﬂ
and cemtrol peolicies and (b
imcentive based policies.
Under (a). Firms may be asked
o remain within the pre-
scribed limits of effluents or
they could be given certain
standard for their products. On
the otherhand, in (b} certain

taxes and subsidy policies are
suggested. It is assumed that a
profit-maximizing firm. if sub-
ject to a tax on the quantum or
emission, will get incentive to
reduce emission i.e such from
will have incentive to reduce
its emissions o the level
where its Iliﬂ‘ﬁnll Cost “
the tax raie. However Lhe tax
money thus collecied should
be sperdt on the welfare of con-
suimers. Again Laxes can also
be imposed on the use of in-
puts, rather than an actual
ewasion. For example a tax on
fertilizer use would reduce iis
wasteful use and arrest water

posing taxes (preventive mea-
sures) same curative measures
such as subsidies could also be
used. For example manual
weeding may be preferable Lo
weedicides integrated pest
management could be mere
environment [riendly than
chemical pesticides. But such
attempts could be expensive to
warrant subsidies.

However. with each of the
instruments mentioned abowve.
we could experience a lot of
proteins. But we can possibly
argue that these are the least
cost effective ways of acling
envirgnment as a friend. But
what if the environment of a
particular country is polluted
due to actions by another
country say, éxample of
‘Bangladesh due to Farrakka or
of LDCs due to OECD activi-
ties? The case is more or less
same. The actor should com
pensate the losers and th-t
should be an mm-mumm im-"
position.

" The writer is a Professor of
Economics at Jahangirnagar
Universifly. Savar. Dhaka.

In an.Unphotogenic War, a Million Victims are Ignored

Fons Tuinstra writes from Baku, Azerbaijan

One of every seven people in Azerbaijan is fleeing war. But Gemini News Service reports that
the international community is focussing its attention on the tragedies in Rwanda and Bosnia
and- has failed to glue [ts attention — or its money — to the conflict in the former Soviet re-

"TE million of Azer-

baijan’'s . more than

seven million people are
on the run as a result of the
war with Armenia, but the
struggle between the two
former  Soviet republics has
faded [rom the international
heacllines.

'The war is not very pheto-
genic,” admits Kaiser Zaman,
the representative ol Lhe
United Nations Commis-
sioner for Refugees in the
capital, Baku. "But how much
of their human dignity people
have to lose before they are
interesting enough for the rest
M 1he world?"

The Arerbaijanis are b-nth-
ered by the world's lack of in-
terest. Tell the world we ex-
ist. we need help of the inter-
national community.” is the
bottom line ol almost cvery
one of their stories,

Like the story of the T70-
year-old man ai Lthe railway sta-

- tion of Barda. a little town near -

the battlefront. who silently
clutches a pair of keys in his

shaking hands. For a year he

- has lived in a cargo wagon with

his family. The keys are from
his home in Agdam, 20 miles
away. The Armenians burnt
down his house last year,

It is one of countiess snap-
shots from a country which has
been at war since 1988. About
20,000 people have been
killed.

Armenian troops occupy
about 20 per cent of Azerbaijan
territory. . In the background,
"big
brother” Russia is supporting
the Armenian army.

“Without the involvement of

the Russians we would have
won  already.”

says

public.

Huseynli. senior assistant to
President Haydar Aliev. "The
Russians don't want to leave
the Caucasus. We and the other
Turkish-speaking republics
have a lot of oil resources. The
Western oil companies want (o

“help us exploi the '
Eqnmxfrp wam?zlg Az:r%]aijan to

Displaced Azerbaqams A' l'l"ll"lﬂl't penple'un the mnve

ol a peace-keeping force. But
Azerbaijan fears Russian
troops, because it does ndt ex-
pect them to leave again.

Every time the intermittent
peace talks brokered by Russia
collapse, Armenian troops re-
sume their offensive in
Merﬁaljan Another ﬂffensive is

......

"We have now about one
million refugees ‘or displaced
persons but if Armenia starts a
new offensive in the northeast,

again 200,000 persons will be
added to that number,” says

«Zaman of UNHCR., which in

1992 was the first interna-
tional reliel organisation to

i WvHEodn

P

The refugees complain
rightly about the lack of in-
volvement of the international
community, Zaman says. Last
year his agency spent $6 mil-
lion, or about $6 per refugee :
"Even in a country like

Azerbaijan that is close to

nothing."

Zaman says Azerbaijanis'
ability to take care of many of
the refugees themselves has
also contributed to the lack of
international sympathy. About
80 per cent of the refugees
had been re-housed when
UNHCR arrived two vears ago.

"Despite corruption and
mismanagement the Azeris

have done a great deal for their .

people,” he says. "They con-
sider the refugees as a national
problem. If they would have
put .all the refugees on one
field without fooddt would
have been much eadfer to get
international sympathy and
istance.”

But the physical condition
of the seven million displaced
is deteriorating. Most cannot
afford to eat meat. Schools and
hospitals are packed with
refugees.

"These people are too mod-

est.” Zaman says. "They com-
plain too Iittlc, Dnly at the
H".-"E‘"fﬂ!‘d do some of
emotio 5 when the

women mourn their dead.
After that, you have to look

Zaman has a few explana-
tions for the lack of help for
uprooted Azerbaijanis . "You
don’'t have any big-scale suffer-
ing. like in Rwanda. You don't
have here an opportunity for
the UN to get a fast success
like in Cambodia.”

Also, he says, Azerbaijan
lacks any allies. "Because this
is a Muslim country, the
Christian Western world
doesn't show so much sympa-
thy. They will never tell you
this, but | observe it as an un-
dercurrent.”

Zaman says he has stopped
asking refugees what they
need : "It doesn't make any
sense because | won't be able
to give it to them.

"'m not Jesus Christ, |
cannof change anything, but it
really gets to me". i

Potentially, Azerbaijan is a
rich country with oil resources
comparable to Kuwait. It used
to be one of the biggest oil
producers within the former
Soviet Union. The oil wells are
deteriorating fast. although an
international consortium of oil
companies is preparing to get
Western capital and technology
to the country.

Nadi Nadjabov, chief of the
national refugees committee,
sees daily the destructive im-
pact of one million uprooted
people. Output of wheat and
cotton has fallen: fruit produc-
tion is down one-third from
1985. "Twenty per cent of our

country is occupied,” Nadjabov

says. "Omne million inhabitants

are only consuming and not
producing.” -

FONS TUINSTRA is a Dutch

Journalist specialising in de-

.addn:ss.
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'I‘hemlaandfaﬂﬂfa

pnhtlcal party
Sir. 'The people have given

their verdict on the issue of

caretaker gnvemmetlt dunng
general election, if the read-
ers’ feedback to the newspa-
pers aré an indication.” It ap-
pears that the majority have
questioned the wisdom of the
abrupt proposal by the Oppo-
sition, and the vast majority of
the voters desire issues to be
‘sorted out in the parliament.
But the stubbornness of the
Opposition to bulldoze the is-
.sue headlong into public agita-
tionn and street confrontation,
dagainst the people's verdict,
has to be noted with sadness
and, perhaps., condemnation.
This dictatorial attitude of the
so-called group of oppesition
parties is not likely to win the
confidence and support of the
enlightened electorate when
the time comes for casting
voles. It is a risky gamble with
the volatile ﬁ'ﬂﬂ&mi mind. If AL
wishes to play the game from a
position of no-return, it must

he prepared for the conse-
quences. ls the risk worth-
while? |

Once upon a time Awami

League was a great national

party reflecting the hopes and
aspirations of the downtrod-
den people from external ex-
ploitation. Circumstantial and
historical evidence produced a
charismatic leader to lead the

. way to freedom. But, unfortu-

nately, the glory did not last
long, due to seme unwise ad-
ministrative policies, which

" .alienated and provoked a sec-

tion of the intelligentsia, thus
providing a handle to extrem-
ist elements at that time to
bring about an unnecessary
tragedy. deeply to be deplored
for the violence involved dur-
ing a process undergoing
change from revolutionary zeal
Lo evolutionary governance.
This same party has been
desperately trying to regain,
for the last 20 years, the lost
glory. History might repeat it-
sell, but circumstances do not

. coincide. and orte has to be in

tune with the evolving and fast
changing society. The future

past, The present is very much
here, and now. The new vision
has to be based on the current
croés-currents, tempered with
the wisdom gained from the
past lessons.

The 'caretaker’ movement
might create a rift between
political ambition and: tired
public opiniorn. It is dangerous
to drive the pressurized public
lo the point of no return. How
far lruck-mounted leadership
can rouse the poverty-stricken

- nation remains to be seen.

An observer
Dholka

'UN peace-keeping
force

Sir, The post-cold war
world has been in a state of
constant flux resulting in seri-
ous security risks, like border
disputes. ethno-religious con-
licis and many other prob-
lems, most of which have po-
tentials to cause irreversible

regional and global repercus-

sions and destabilisation. Many
countries of the world are be-
ing pulled apart from powerful
alliances and no single state
and group of states have the
capacity to counter-balance the
power-ratlo and therefore the
world was looking more to the
United Nations [UN) for estab-

take up *a new sirategic as-
signmerd as a watchdog for in-
ternal stability, harmony and
peace of a warring nation.
Since the role and task of
peace-Keeping operations have
became increasingly demand-

ing and f{ruitful, there is
greater need for improved
training standards of UN

peace-keepers. The need for
improvement of four distinct
roles of peace-keeping soldiers
professional, {echnical,
quasi-diplomatic and humani-
tarian. In view of the increas-
ing role of the UN peace ef-
forts, more emphasis must be
laid on stantardised training of
the UN peace-keeping mis-
sion.

After the break-up of Soviet
Union and the end of the cold
war, peace loving people of the
world expected a welcome
change over to peace and
tranquillity. We thought that
the booming of cannons and
shot of guns will no longer im-
peril us but the reality has un-
fortunately been otherwise.
Though the possibility of a
horrific world war is no more,
there still remains many trou
ble-spots in places like Bosnia-
Herzegovina where genocide
continues. Il is true that the
LIN has sometimes been called
upon to prevent a dangerous
situation from escalating intp
a war. to persuade the oppos-

to arms, and help restore
peace or, at least, halt the
fighting when the conflicts oc-
cur.

Notwithstanding criticisms
and contrary opinions regard-
ing its frustrating experiences
and setbacks, the UN remains
the only channel of hope for
war victims and oppressed
people who live in a constant
danger of being killed, elimi-
nated, persecuted and intimi-
dated. And there are many in
the Third World countries,
who are a small nations beside
a gigantic neighbouring coun-
try that seems to bully, intimi-

date, inflame insurgency, and
gmploy other estructive

methods to destabilise a gov-
ernment despite the former's
best efforts Lo normalise rela-
tions. The internecine fights
between two groups, leading to
civil war, creating mass exodus
to neighbouring countries is
also a point where UN peace-
keeping force has been in-
volved.

The UN has been known for
taking wvarious measures for
preventing or ending conflicts,
In some cases. the UN has
acted through its peace-keep-
ing forces, observers and fact-
finding missions, mediators
and special representatives,
besides providing a forum for
debate and negeotiation and a
channel of quiet diplomacy.

Habil  accepl Russian troops as part t“{pf'.'l':tﬂd soon. come to Azerbaijan. very closely to find the war.” velopment issues.
: — - o - . — >
= - —
——— : . . .ﬂ . : T e e
——y : : ‘ - : 1 tannol. and should not., be lishing world peace. The N ing parties to use the conifer- There are at present peace-
Letters for publication in these columns should be | pliuncd based wholly on the has. therefore. been lorced to  ence table rather than resort :

keeping forces in Somalia,

Zambia, Mozambique, Angola,
{Cambodia etc.

N H Sufi
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Bom to die

Sir, About 1000 pilgrims
died during Hajj session in
Saudi Arabia this year also, and
management may have to share
the responsibility of the tragic
incident.

The unfortunate demise of
His mercy seekers was the
wish of the Almighty who de-
cided on their transition.

Such a carnage outnumber-
ing yearly beheading of crimi-
nals in the holy land cannot be
graceful at least in this Space
Age when life in the oil-rich
monarchy has been heading for
richer styles by virtue of His
blessings with modern west
ern appliances,

For life's sake, all arrange-
menis need ito be reviewed so
as to ensure safer Haj ptrfur
marnce.

Hajj rituals may be mﬁmaged
in the manner of country-wise
discipline. such as inaugural
ceremony of the Olympics.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh



