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Nat"! b’ball

on
Sports Reporter

The Pepsi
hasketball championship under
the auspices of Bangladesh |
Amateur Basketball Federation
(BABF) began at the wooden
floor gymnasium  ef the
National Sports Council (NSC)
yvesterday.

Foreign Minister Mostaflizur
Rahman, who was the chiel
guesi on the opening cere-
mony. declared the 11-team
meel open in the morning.

Three matches were held
on Lhe opening day with
Bangladesh Rifles thrashing
the other service team
Bangladesh Police 133- 49 |
while Bangladesh Navy got off
to a fine start with a 117-64
point  win over Bangladesh Air
Forc®

In the first match of the
day, Chandpur edged past
Brahmanbaria 73-55.

Eleven teamgs split inte two
croups are taking part in the
meel

Cricket clinic
concludes

Sports Reporter

A 20-day crickel coaching
clinie for school boys, organ-
ised by the ACME Laboratories
Lid concluded yesterday at the
Dhanmondil Indoor Stadium
vesterday with the distribution |
of certficates among the par-
Licipaiils

Three former national cri-
cketers — Gazi Ashrafl Hossain
Lipu Jahangir Shah Badshah
dnd G S Hassan Tamim con-
thic ted the coaching which
started onJune 24

India to host
17 matches of
WC cricket

CALCUTTA. July 2]: India
will host 17 maiches. includ-
ing the two semifinals, while
Pakistan will host the final of
the 1996 World Cup cricket to
be jointly organised by India,
Pakistan and Shri Lanka. re
ports PTI.

Announcing the complete
programme of the 1996 World
(‘up here today. Jagmohun
[Dalmiva. secretary and con-
vener of the Pak-Indo-Lanka
Committee. told newsmen that
the programme was finalised
i the committee meeting and
was later approved by the
International Cricket Council
on July 8 in London.

As per the programme, the
World Cup gets underway at a
“prand opening ceremony” to
he held in India on February
| 1. 1996, Dalmiya announced.
The final of the 1987. World
Cup. which was jointly hosted
bv India and Pakistan. was held
in Calcutia

MSC suffer second setback

Mizanur Rahman
powered Muk-

tijoddha Sangsad

1o their first ma-

lonse goal m Muktijoddha's 1-0
win over popular Mohamme-
dan Sperting Club in the se-
cond semifinal of the
BEXIMCO 12th Federation Cup
football tournament at the
Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

The winners will now take
on Abahani Krira Chakra in the
final tomorrow from 5 pm en-
wards.

With this win Muktijoddha

Charms Cup headed

"home in the 30th minute uti-

his side a berth in the final of
any domestic tournament for
the first time in the ::luhl

time Federation Cup champi-
ons who fielded their two new
Russian recruits — Inataev and
Vitali in the match failed to
break the jinx of elimination in
the semifinal stage dating back
in a |1-0 defeat against Abahani
i the Charms Cup in Calcutta
earlier Lthis year.

The two-time DMFA Cup
champions also lost to
Brothers Union at the sauc
slage in ~+ pcnalty shont ont
couple of mmnths back.

Muktijoddhn, who staried
the semifinal encounter with
their new coach. former ace

striker Kazi Salahuddin in the

field, took charge of the mid-
field from the word go.

In the seventh minute
Mizan fired a low right footer
that was brillantly saved by
Mcohammedan custodian Lahul.

Barun Bikash Dewan, who
was switched: to the midfield
from his regular left back posi-
tion. split the Mohammedan
defence with a nice through
pass in the 20th minute. But
the resultant fierce shot from
Mamun Joarder slightly
uniissed the mark.

Ten minutes later Mizan
found the nelt with a timely

he.ider from inside the box to
si:il the [ate of the match,
rather prematurely.
Mohammedans, who were
sans any middle rarely. found
creating any positive move in

Sports Reporter
the went citadel. They got
the only scoring chance in the
38th minute the frst half
originated from a freekick in
the Muktijoddha box.

Vitali. who played in the
midfield pushed the ball to his
compatriot Inataev, but the
unmarked striker missed a
sitter shooting wide merely
from six yards.

The Mohammedans sup-
porters, who were apparently
disappointed by their new
Russian recruits, stones
al the players alter match
and damaged the car which
carriced the plavers (o the club

POINTLESS
Mohammedan defender now playing for Muktijoddha
leaps to cut short the ambition of Mohammedan's
Asaduzzaman while teammate Titu watches on. The

TUSSLE:

lanky

Jewel

| Muktijoddha in big time

breaking an offside trap. went
to a difficult angle before shoo
ting straight to the custodian

Mobammedan's hopes of an
equaliser were gone when
Mohsin parried a header from
substitute Zahid two minules
before the long whistle

Rehan, Vitalh and Enataev of
Mohammedans and Mamun
Joarder and Imtiaz Ahmed
Nakib of Muktijoddha were
cautioned with the vellow card

for rough play.

TEAMS
MUKTIJODDHA SANGSAD:
Mohsin, Titu  Jewel Riana

Rana. a lormer

defender of the national team had a satisfactory

day on the field as his side exacted a sweetl revenge
beating the black and whites 1-0 for a passage to the fi-
nal of the BEXIMCO 12th Federation Cup football tour-
nament. The second semifinal at the Dhaka Stadium was
a fine farce after the sumptuous course of serious soccer

in the recently concluded World Cup.
" fent.

The second session was lit-
tfle exciting with Mohamme-
dans penetrating down flanks
creating a couple of scoring
opportunities and almost got
Lthe equaliser minutes after the
breather.

Roxy, who found the Mukti-
joddha goalkeeper Mohsin at
his mercy after successful
Ataur man, Masud Rana.

— Star photo

Barun, Mamun Joarder., Rumi
Rizvi Karim (Mizanur Rahman
ijr). Rakib, Imtiaz Ahmed Nakib
and Mizanur Rahman. i'

MOHAMMEDAN "SC: Lahul.
Kaisar Hamid. Rehan. Alamgir.
Shamim, Manik [Zahid). Sha-
bbir. Roxy, Vitali, Asaduzzaman
(Munna) and Inataev.

Referee: R Alam.

Attendance: 10,529.

The tournament proper starts
with the preliminary phase
match between England and
New Zealand in India on
February 14. Of the four quarter-
final matches, India and
Pakistan will host two each and
they would be played on March 9
and 11. The semifinals will be
held in India on March 13 and
14.

Shri Lanka will be hosting
four matches in the prelimi-
nary phases but their group
match against India will be
hosted by India, Dalmiya said.

Although the host country
for each match of the 1996
World Cup has been announced
the specific venues of each of
the matches would be finalised
later, Dalmiya said.

Richards
backs out

CAPE TOWN, July 21: West
Indies ex-captain Viv Richards
has decided not to take up a
six-month <contract with
Western Province "for family
reasons.” according to Percy
Sonn. the club’s vice presi-
dent, reports Reuter

It was never a question of
money.” Sonn told Reuters.
"We had been negotiating via
Richards agent and had rea-
ched a mutually acceptable
deal. The cont 2t was due to
be signed in Lo lon on
Friday.”

"Sonn categorically cenied
press reports that Richards
had been offered between
360,000 Rand (98,225) dollars
and 500,000 rand (136.,425)
dollars for a six-month con:
tract.

According to Sonn, the
Western Province chiiel execu-
tive officer. Arthur Turner.
was contacled by Richards’
agent on Tuesday to say his
client had decided not to
come for family reasons.

"Who knows.,” said Sonn.
"Maybe he wants to spend
some time on the beach in
Antigua. What is confusing is
that the original approach
came from Richards' agent via
Ali Bacher. We never knew
Richards was available until Ali
contacted us."

Now that Richards has
cided not to come, Provirice

L J

are again in thcmarkt.tfnranl

overseas profesgsional.They
have been for several
seasons for "someone suitable”

nccording to Sonn. But time is

running out ahead of the new
(hknmestic season.

Draw for Euro club campetitions held

AC- Barcelona clash avoided

T M

GENEVA, July 21:
AC Milan and Bar-
celona, who cla-
shed in the Eu-
' ropean Cup final
in May, avoided
each other when the European
Football Union (UEFA) made
the draw for their club compe-
titions on Wednesday, reports

.Reuter.

Milan, who won the final in
Athens 4-0 for their fifth title
and third in six years, were
drawn in Group Four of the
new four-group Champions’
| #ague. the round robin stage
of the European Cup. along
with three-times winners Ajax
Amsterdam.

UEFA in December rr:uteﬂ
an elite European Cup wilh
eight leamns seeded Lo go
straight into Lhe Champions’
League. to be played between
September and December,
while the next 16 highest
ranked sides meet in prelimi-
nary round ties over two legs
on August 10 and 24.

The deegision left the cham-
pions of most of the rest of
UEFA's 47 full members with

places in the expandéed UEFA

Cup.
Milan and Ajax will be

joined by the winners of the
preliminary round ties that pit
Glasgow Rangers against‘AEK
Athens and Maccabi Haifa of
Israel versus Salzburg, last sea-
son's losing Cup Winners Cup
finalists.

Ban:_elunﬂi winners in 1992

and twice losing finalists since
1986, were joined by 1968
champions Manchester Uni-
ted.

Bayern Munich — who like
Ajax won the trophy three
years in succession in the
19708 and are back in the
European Cup after an absence
of four seasons — are in Group
Two along with Spartak
Moscow.

Paris St Germain, champi-
ons of France after the five-
year reign of disgraced 1993
European Cup winners Marsei-
e, must beat Vac FC Samsung
ol Hungary to qualifv for Group
Two.

Group Three features
Benfica, Eurepean champions
in 1961 and 1962, and
Anderlecht of Belgium. One of
the other teams in the group
could be 1986 winners Steaua
Bucharest if the Romanians get
past Servette of Switzerland in
the preliminary round.

The European Cup reverts

to knock-out stages from the-

March quarter-finals between
the top two teams in each
group.
scheduled for April and the fi-
nal for May 24 at a venue yel to
be decided.

Just as the European Cup
was streamlined so the UEFA
Cup. won by Internazional
Milan for the second time last
season, was expended to ac-
commodate a greater number
ol teams in a . larger Union fol-

The semifinals are -

lowing the break-up of Eastern
Europe.

In the UEFA Cup prelimi-
nary round involving 27 ties,
Bulgaria's Levski Sofia. who
upset Glasgow Rangers in the
first round of last seasons
European Cup., meet newcom-
ers SCT Olimpija of Slovenia,

Two past winners of the
European Cup winners Cup,
Aberdeen of 5cotland and
Slovan Bratislava of Slovakia,
were drawn away in the first
leg of the UEFA Cup on August
9. The return legs are on
August 23.

_Aberdeen, who won the Cup
Winners' Cup an European
Super Cup in 1983, meel
Skonto Riga of Latvia, who took
part in the European Cup last
Season.

Slovan. who took the same
trophy in; 1969 when they rep-
resented Czechoslovakia, clash
with Portadown of Northern
ireland.

The Cup winners Cup, held
by England's Arsenal, is un-
changed though slightly en-
larged with 12 preliminary
round ties. one more than last
Seasorn.

Hungary's ferencvaros, once
regular entrants into Europe
who won the Fairs Cup - pre-
cursor to the UEFA Cup — in.
1965, were drawn against
Diddeleng of Luxembourg. at

home in the first leg on August
11 and away on August 25.

Pierce puts France

FRANKFURT, Ju-
ly 21:
with French Op-

Pierce
the
four

way, was

among
advance Wednesday
quarterfinals of the Federation
Cup, reports AP.

Japan. like France, swept

to the

its way through

women's tennis event,
Germany and South Africa ad-
vanced with 2-1 victories.

Thursday's second-round

maiches have Spain, the de-
fmdlng champion and top

“ seed, against Argentina, the

France,

en finalist Mary
leading

countries to

the second
round of the annual 32-country

while '

L]
second-seeded United States

meeting No 13 Canada, Austria

against Australia and Bulgaria
facing Indonesia.

Spain. led by French Open
champion Arantxa Sahchez-
Vicario and Wimbledon cham-
pion Conchita Martinez, has
the edge over Argentina.
whose top player Gabriela
Sabatini, withdrew due to a
shoulder injury. :

The United States has a
strong team with world No 6
Lindsay Davenport, No 11
Mary-Joe Fernandez of Maimi,
No 12 Zina-Garrison-Jackson
and doubles specialist Gigl
Fernandez.

Wadne_ldayn results pro-

into qtrs

duced few surprises.

Pierce threshed Sandra
Cecchini 6-0, 6-3 to lead
third-seeded! France to the 3-0
victory over Italy.

Julie Halard beat Farina 6-2, '

2-. 6-4 in the olher singles
maich and combined with
Nathalie Tauziat Lo beat Rita

Grande and Marzia (GGrossi 6-4,

6-1 in doubles.

Fifth-seeded Japan swepl
Sweden as Naoko Swamatsu
beat Maria Strandlund 6-4, 6-3
and Kimiko Date defeated Asa
Carlsson 6-2, 7-5 belore Date
and Mana Endo beat Strand-
lund and Maria Lindstrom 7-6
{7-2), 1-6, 6-2.

LONDON, July 21: South
Alrican vice-captain Hansie
Cronje has not forgotten a
promise he made as a young
hoy to the schoolmaster who
first taught him the rudi-
ments of cricket, reports
Reuter

As a result., John Vel
steedt, headmaster of Grey
College in Blomfontein, will
be at Lord's today to watch
Cronje and two others of his
proteges, captain Kepler
Wessels and fast bowler Allan
Donald. in the opening Test
against England.

Having first strapped bau-
Jing pads onto Kepler
Wessels at the age of five,
Volsteedt later guided his ca-
reer at Grey Caollege.
Gradually creating a cricket
culture in a part of the coun-
try normally noted for its

% en came Cronje, an-

other naturally gifted young-
ster, to continue the run of
cricketing success at the col-
lege and Volsteedt remem-
bers well the day the 10-
vear-old made his promise.
"He said to me "Mr
Volsteedt, if 1 ever play for
South Africa and get the
chanée to play at Lords.”
then you will be there. I
you".
"r-j- did not forget that
promise. Two air-tickets, for
Volsteedt and his wife, and a
week's accommodation in
London were delivered to
Bloemfontein last week.
"Hansie still talks to me
about his batting and I'm
proud to be able to help. But |
never expected him to re-
member this .... he has been
as good ashinwnrd Imver_v

Pakistan arrive
in- Lanka

COLOMBO, July 21: Pakistan
arrived in Shri Lanka on
Thursday without star batsman
Javed Miandad and predicting
a tough Test batile with their
hosts. reports AFP

1 have always said | have
great regard for Shri Lankan
cricket. They are a difficult
side to beat in Shri Lanka,”
manager Intikhab Alam told
reporters after arriving with a
15 -man squad for the gruelling
tour. :

Pakistan, led by 5alim
Malik. will play three Tests
and three one-day internation-
als against Shri Lanka before a
four-nation limited overs con-
test here with Shri Lanka.
India and Australia,

Alam said that the tour was
"very serious and important”
for Pakistan because they
would be returning home (o a
busy schedule including a tour
by Australia.

Alam., however, said that
Pakistan were well prepared
after undergoing a Tlgld 18-day
training period.

He said it was unfortunate
star batsman Miandad could
not arrive with the side but no
cdlecision had been yet taken
whether to replace him.

Miandad had to withdraw
from the tour party hecause of
injury

Alam said the tourists had a
fine captain in Salim Malik.
who have a side that was fully
equipped in both batting and
bowling.

"We have a well balanced
side. So [ar Salim has done a
very good job as captain,” Alam
said. _

Alam said tipped right-han-
der Basit Ali as the batsman to
watch together with the
world's finest fast bowling pair
of Wasim Akram and Waqar
Younis.

The tourists open with a
tHree-day mateh against a
Board President XI in southern
Matara on Saturday.

Squad: Salim Malik (Cap-
tain}, Asif Mujthaba (vice
captain), Rashid Latif, Aamir
Schail, Saeed Anwar, Basit Ali,
inzamam ul Haq. Zahid Fazal,
Mushtag Ahmed. Akram Raza.
Wagar Younis, Wasim Akram.
Ashfagq Ahmed, Kabir Khan,
Rameez Raja. Manager.
Intikhab Alam.

‘ " "
D'Oliveira keeps
close to
his chest

LONDON, Julvy 21: Basil
D'Oliveira on Wednesday de-
nied snubbing an invitation to
today's historic Lord's Tesi
match between England and
South Africa, reports AFP.

The former England Tesi
playver. .whose shameful treat-
ment by South Africa in 1968
put it ou the road to its long
sporting exile. says he hasn't

vel decided whether to attend
the malch,

D'Olivelra, a Cape coloured
who came to Brilain to escape

apartheid, has so far failed to
reply to an invitation by the
MCC to be a guest at the Test,

Bul he said at his home in
Worcester on Wednesday: "The
statemernt that | have snubbed
the MCC, snubbed Lord's and
snubbed South Africa is a hla-
tant he.”

D'Oliveira, now 63, added
tliat as an honorary life mem
ber of the MCC he could go
along to Lords to watch a Test
whenever he wished.
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m lhr outset of the lirst Tes! between South Alfrica and Engl.and at Lord's yesier-

LONDON, July 21:
A capacity house,
brilliant suns-
hine, dignitaries

from both coun-

" irtes arnd high

vmotion  welcomed South
Africa back to the home of
cricket on the first day of the
first Test against England at
Lord's Thursday, reports AP.

But the homecoming was
not as successful as the Soutlh
Africans would have like,
struggling their way to lunch at
76 for two with Gary Kirsten
not out on 39 and captain
Kepler Wessels undeaten on

- 22

An end to South Africa's
apartheid regime saw the
Republic hack in international
sport in 1991, a return which
wolld not have been complete
until Thursday — a Test match
against England for the first
titne since it toured here in
1965.

Despite Wessels exhorting
his players to put the occasion
out of their minds, openers
Andrew Hudson and Kirsten
got off to an understandably
nervous and scatchy start after
walking out to a two minute
standing ovation from the
crowd here for the history as
much as the cricket.

Hudson scored the first run
between the two countries in

SAfncaoﬂ’toaJumpystart

29 years with a turn off his hip
for a single to fine leg off Phil
DeFreitas’ first over of the day.

He rarely looked comfort-
able though. apart from one

elegant off drive for

four off Darren Gough.

Gough and DeFreitas bowled
fast and found movement both
in the air and off the pitch
which looked true and flat, of-
fering Wessels no choice but to
bat after winning the toss.

Having taken the score to

= e

Incorrect

LONDON, July 21: A leading
British merchant bank denied
on Wednesday that Brian Lard
had signed a 500,000 pounds
(780.000) dollars sponsorship
deal with an investment com-
pany they control and said the
correct figure was 100,000
pounds (156,000 dollars}, re-
ports Reulter.

Reuters and most British
papers reported on Tuesday
the West Indian batting phe-
nomenon, who has set the
Test and English coun-
trycricket run records of 375

and 501 respectively this year,
had signed for the higher fig-

ure.

But the merchant bank. SG
Warburg, sald on Wednesday
the correct figure was 100,000
pounds.

— AFP photo

an unconvincing |8 from eight
overs, Hudson. on six did not

get behind a pull shot off
Gough. took a top edge and
Graham Gooch took an excel-

lent catch runming to his right
on the deep fine leg boundary.

Kirsten had some luck. a
couple of boundaries coming
from edges through slips. but
once the nerves were eased.
he moved into the form which
brought him a double century
against Durham and a century
against Northamptonshire last
week.

England captain Mike
Atherton brought on leg spin-
ner lan Salisbury and Angus.
Fraser after drinks with an
immediate result.

Off Fraser's third ball,
Cronje left a large gap between
bat and pad as he pushed at a
forward defensive shot, and
round an edge whi¢ch caught
his pad on the way to debutant
John Crawley at short leg.

Kirsten and Wessels got on
top of the bowling in the last
40 minutes of the session and
scored free': Fruser beat the
bhat occastonally, but was also
hit for several boundaries both
sides of the wicket.

South Africa left out spinner
Pat x and included fast
bowler Craig Matthews. Shaun
Udal, in his first Test. was
named England's 12th man.

Italy awaits a starry stir

ROME. July 21: A
galaxy of foreign
stars who shone
at the World Cup
have joined Itali-
an First Division
clubs 1o test their talent in
what is widely regarded as the
world's best soccer league,
reporis Reuter.

The .league, won by Euro-
pean champions AC Milan for
three successive seasons, had a
face:-lift during USA "94 as
rosters were shuffled and fo-
reign stars were signed in a
busy transfer campaign which
officially ended last week.

MNearly a dozen newcomers
have either signed for First
Division clubs or are close to

doing so.
They include German
Juergen Klinsmann. the only

star tn have already plaved in
Italv.
Rincon. whose country cra-
shed oul of the World Cup
firnals alter the first round.

Rincon will guide a re-
vamped altack at Napoli, who
acepuired the sleek midfielder
from Brazil's Pulineiras after
dealine away expensive Uru-
guayvan forward Daniel Fonseca
and Sweden captain Jonas
Thern to AS Roma.

Roma, who risked relega-
tion last year. will field one of
the league's most restructured
squads with Fonseca and main-
stay Abel Balbo of Argentina up
front with Thern in midfield.

Napoli, who signed Rincon
on a three-year contract, have
also picked up Brazilian de-
fender Andre Cruz from
Belgium’'s Standard Liege and
French midfielder Alain Bog-
hossian from Olympique Mar-
seille.

Kiinsmanfl, who scored Tour

and Colombian Freddy |

goals in the United States and
was in Germany's triumphant
1990 team, will return to Italy
with Genoa if a deal to send
Czech striker Tomas Skuhravy
to Leeds of England goes
through. according to sources
at Genoa.

The German. who played
for Monaco last season, left
Internationale in 1992 after
three less than Brilliant sea-
SONS.

Newly-prompted Brescia
are expected to transfer Roma-
nian forward Gheorge Hagi to
Barcelona. Hagi's pin-point
passing at the World Cup drew
comparisons with Argentine
Diego Maradona in his heyday.

A Brescia spokesman said

the club were rehuctant Lo re-
lease Hagi but were negotiating

with Barcelona to satisfy the
Romanian, who has received a
lucrative three-year offer from
the Spanish side.

He said Brescia would sign
another Romanian, probably
Steaua Bucharest's Ilie Dumi-
trescu, whose double strike
against favourites Argentina
powered Romania to their first
World Cup quarter-finals.

. Goalkeeper Claudio Talfarel,
whose sdve from [taly's Daniele
Massaro helped Brazil win the
World Cup in a penalty shoot-

_out that decided the final, is

looking for a new club after
being released by Reggiana.

African newcomers include
Sunday Oliseh, the powerful
yet agile midfielder who hel-
ped make Nigeria World Cup
contenders, and Abedi Ayew, a
guick-footed Ghanian forward
who should add some zip to
Torino's attack.

Oliseh, 20, has joined Reg-
giana, who barely avoided rele-
gation. from Belgium's Stan-

Liege for 2.5 billion lire
{l .6 mﬂllun dollars).

Juventus, runners-up last
season and home of Italy's star
striker Roberto Baggio, signed
Sporting Lisbon midfielder
Paolo Sousa last April to a
three-year deal worth some 5
million dollars.

The Turin team have also
acquired French midfielder
Didier Deschamps from Mar-
seille. -

Benfica midfielder Rui Costa
has joined .promoted Fioren-
tina, while a third Portuguese
player. Fernando Couto, should
shore up the back three at
Parma, who picked up the
defender from Porto in a thr-
ee-year deal worth an esti-
mated 3.6 million dollars,

Dutch striker Ruud Gullit,
who mysteriously dropped out
of his country's World Cup
squad days before the finals,
has returned to AC Milan after
a year at Sampdoria: Gullit. 31,
is expected to pilot the Milan
attack alongside Montenegrin
Dejan Savicevic. '

Milan, who have a surplus of
foreigners in a league where
only three can play at one
time, have transferred Roma-
nian striker Florin Raduciou.
who stood out at the World
Cup, to Spain’'s Espanol.

Italian media "say newly
promoted Padova are Lrying to
line up US defender Alexi Lalas
if they fail to sign Sweden's
Joachim Bjorklund. Padova
have declined to comment.

The guitar-playing Lalas. 24,
has never belonged to a club
and was virtually unknown be
fore his performance and per-
sonality at the World Cup
thrust him inte the interna
Lional spotlight.

Rowland proves docs wrong

GATESHEAD, En-
gland, July 21:
Battling steeple-
chaser Mark Ro-
wland, who was
! once lold by

hean Leel s 1u=_- waould never run
again at international level
after four Achilles tendon op-
erations. put himself in line on
Wednesday for a place in
Britain's team for next month's
Euvuropean Championships, re-
ports Reuter.

Rowland, silver medalist at
the last championships, achi-
eved the qualilying time in
Edinburgh a fortnight ago and
followed that up with victory
here in a Britain .v United
States international.

in a British 1-2, Rowland
won in elght minutes 41.45
seconds, nearly three seconds
ahead of Colin Walker and four
seconds clear of American Dan
Heese.

Britain s selectors finalise
their squad for Helsinki today

and there will be a place for
him if he wants it. v
Rowland, who won an
Olympic bronze in 1988 and is
still the British record-holder,
said: "It's tremendous to be
back. There were plenty of ti-

mes when | thought | wouldn't
make ft.

"I know that if 'm as fit as |
was in the championships four
years ago, [ can be a chal-
lenger.

"But | don't want to go and
not be competitive. | wouldn't
warnt to let anyvone down.”

The 31-year-old, who quali-
fied as a massage therapist

during his time away from the
truck. added: "The rest ol the

guys are six weeks ahead of
me. This is just the start of the
season for me.”

While Rowland celebrated
his comeback, Matthew Yates
feared he might be ruled out of
a 1,500 metres spot after
missing the match.

Yates, sixth in last year's

world final in Stuttgart, was
grounded when the mid-after-
noon plane he planned to
catch was taken out of service
with technical problems.

He said: "|'m worried | may
have put my chances at risk |
just hope the selectors view
what happened sympatheti-
cally.”

World and Olympic char-
pion Sally Gunell bounced back
from her first 400 metres
hurdles defeat of the season in
Nice to record ‘a career hest
for the 400 Aat of 51.04

But despite British suc
cesses, the UUS won both the
men s and womens team ti
tles, the men winning 206
180 and the women 168-]52

With Olympic and world
champion Linford Christie ab-
sent through injury. American
runners made a clean sweep ol
the first three places in the
100 metres, wilh Kevin Braun
skill winning in 10 43 seconds.



