NE. thing in favour of
Prime Minister Narasi-
mha Rao's foreign irips
is that he has at least
established contacts with all
major couniries. He may nol
have sei the Thames, the
Potaimic or the Veolga on fire
but he has kept the Indian boat

and Russia issued by

ing the “multi ethnical, malti-
Wngual and muly-religious”
character of today s society and
giving the different identities
the right to sustain them-
selves. The guestion is how to
ensure that within a country or
in the world all over. The
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Rao's Forelgn Trips

New Delhi should not, however, get carried a
powers but not won them over. Had it been so,
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propaganda. Rao has made contacts with foreign
mummwﬁum-uhm

Donor Response

Donors and recipients have different idioms.
They hardly ever speak in one voice, either. Their
hearts may not beat in unison but their minds
perhaps could. the fact that the latter are
expected to be amenable to logic and reasoning.

In the case of Bangladesh where the co-rela-
tion between investment and growth has re-

mained disadvantageous to the country despite
the much-acclaimed macro-economic reforms
which the donors had touted as the anti-dote to
underdevelopment, the diu-nppolntmcnt is not
ours alone. it is partly the donors' as well. And, as
it happens with any initial | of each
side tries to find fault with the other, as if in
egotistical self-assertion. In the process, truth

ich lie between the two recriminatory ex-
tremes may get lost in over-wrought .
Even in such a situation it should to

cull the good points made on both sides and
combine them into an adoptable recipe.

At the moment the donor community and
Bangladesh agree that poverty cannot be reduced
here unless a 6 per cent growth per annum is en-
sured by an increase in the investment ratio to
GDP from the current 13 per cent to 20 per cent.

The other commonality of views struck be-
tween Lhe two sides is that public administration
is in a dire strait and needs a radical transforma-
tion to break the impasse on development. The
last-named task, time-taking as it is. has proved
to be the Achille's Heel for the government in its
development pursuits. But to hold it up for ex-
Elam'mg away all sorts of failure, is obviously not

eeping to a year by vear regimen which ADPs are
all about.

Barring these two areas of broad consensus,
getting to know the mind ol the donor commu-
nity is like catching at a Tartar. Operatively it
seems there are many parties involved in the de-
velopment process. somc directly, others re-
motely. The leader ot the ADDB dchauun cur-
rently in Dhaka, Peter McCawley, in response to a
press query about Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman s pointer to the imposition of condition-
alities even after funds have been committed to a
[}rﬂjt-f:t. held up the ‘other side of the coin': "We
1ave to look into the concerns of the donors too,”
said he. He even suggested that criticism was
often heard in the donor countries about aid-
ing and its end-use, etc. The implications are that
as a multilateral financing agency the ADP is ac-
countable to those who contribute funds to it and
the latter in turn are obliged to stay tuned to the
lax payers voice.

The donor countries and the multilateral fi-
nancing agencies are no doubt accountable to the
tax payers of the aid'—-ﬁiving countries in the ulti-
mate analysis but at the same time they, in a vital
sense, are developmental agents working for the
countries being financed. The lnsistence on con-
sultancy which often 5{:5 to im roject im-
plementation makes m into sumet_g of de-
velopment functionaries as well. They have a pro-
fessional understanding of a devﬁlnpmg t:nuntlarm
problems and prospects. In fact, all
material in them to be a bridge and a mediator
between the donor and the recipient countries.
Cawley said something about a lack of under-
standing of the problems of poverty on the part of
industrialised nations. Why not get it over with
the sheer force ot the mtimate knowledge the

donor governments and agencies have ot the gut
1551;95 of poverty contronting a developing coun-
try

Of course, the Third World countries need to
coordinate their positions for the sake of con-
vincing the donor community to urﬁenﬁy bring
about a qualitative change in their development
financing approaches. The substantive point to be

made to them is that there is no frog-leaping to
reforms like broadening tax base, lowering sub-
sidy and abdicating public authority over fixation
of utility rates with::-ut upsetting socio-economic
equilibrium. So. a gradualistic and a country-by-
country approach is a better alternative.

A Cruel Fun

It all started, says a report, as a fun. Children
unmindful of the seriousness of the consequences
stari pelting a running train at several places on
the Dhaka-Chittagong route. Anyone of the thou-
sand and plus unsuspecting p&ssengers can

grievously get hit by such indiscriminately Fn%
missiles. The r:hlldren least boither about the tat

danger their fun may cause. Actually, on Saturday
last. a man named Hasan-Munshi of Chitt,agnng
was {fatally injured by one such stone co
through the window of the railway coach. After
four days Munshi is no more. This tragic end of a
passenger's life has raised the question of secu-
rity of travelling passengers' lives from a different
perspective.
Sure enough, the railway cannot be asked to
% uards along the whole length of the track
haka to Chlttag . The same can happen
tﬂ speed buses as wel as there is no way of
ensuring all-route and round-the-clock vigilance
against such mischief. Children express their no-
toriety in inconceivable ways. Unless they are
taught to care about lives all around, they can be
or tend to be cruel to all. William Golding's "Lord
of the Flies" illustrates the point in its minutest
subtlety. This can be arrested and even chan-

nelled into the opposite direction through culti-
vation of humane qualities.

What does it point to? The children throwing
stones are uninitinted and more sinned against
than sinning. The primary responsibility lies with
the guardians ol 1those wayward children but the
whole socicly is o blame. Une gets the impres-
sion that those erring children have never re-
motely come across anything like the story many
of today's educated grown-ups had read in their
childhood. The story is about a small boy who
suddenly noticed that parts of the railway track
leading to a bridge had been swept away by tor-
rential rains and a train was about to come on the
spot. He tore away his shirt and started waving it
on a bamboo pole when the train was approaching
the impending disaster. The driver stopped the
train and the lives of the passengers were saved.
A similar incident 3130 took place in Bangladesh a
couple of years back.

The lesson is that society cannot go on without
upholding some values. People must take pride in
the exercise of rational behaviour. The atmo-
sphere for this is what seems to be absent. Let
~society be more humane. .

‘the

aflloat. That itsell is an
achievement in the post-cold
war scenario where New Delhi
could have been raked over the
coals for having inclined to-
wards the communist world.

Rao had also an advantage.

in the wake of Soviel Unlon’s

‘collapse, the Wesl was as keen

lo win over friends in the non-
aligned world as India. a lead-
ing non-aligned country, was
to mend fences with the non-
communist nations. Al times
New Delhi's wooing looked
like a volte face. And one can
gauge it from the sea-change
in the pattern of voting at Lhe
UN before and after the
Kremlin's eclipse. Bul thal was
Rae's own perception., which
pleased the US.

The fact that India did not
dilute its democratic creden-
tials impres the West even
when it was™exasperated over
New Delhi's' tilt towards mono-
lithic eastern states. India
could not be a bridge between
the two werlds, Nehru's ob-
session, but the West appreci-
ated the strength of national-
ism that New Delhi displayed
whenever the communist
world pul pressure. Rao had a
reservoir of such understand-
ing when he began his journey
towards the West.

His other advantage was the
economic policy he had
adopted on the advice of the
World Bank and the IMF. The
developed countries applauded
it. A market of 200 million
plus, capable ol absorbing a
variety ol cohsumer goocls, was
I mine. the - 1974 Bangla-

desh famine was essen-
tially a rural phenomenon.
Mohiuddin Alamgir called it a
'class famine'. The assetless
rural poor | e g, wage
labourers, transport workers,
village craftsmen and petty
traders) were the victims of
the famine. The wage labourers
being largely dependent on
wage Iincome became the
victims of the famine when
their real wage income fell
following the decline in both
real wage rate and
employment. The sharp
increase in the relative price
of food indeed lowered the
food purchasing power of their
wage income.

The simultaneous decline in
the real wage rate and em-

IKE Lhe 1943 Bengal la-

ployment apparently suggests.

that the labour market did not
[unction in the neoclassical
fashion, in the sense that anw
decline in the real wage rate
did not increase the demand
for labour and hence employ-
ment. This was however not
the case. The apparent labour
market l[ailure originated from
the fact that the traditional
neoclassical wage model is not
adequate in explaining the

working ol the labour market

under econviiic distress. A
marginally modified mode! of
agricultural wage deteruna:
tion can explain the simulta-
neous decline in Lthe real wage
rate and employuent under
economniic, stress. For example,
even though a positively sloped
supply curve of agricultural

labour may come closer to

reality in Bangladesh, it does
not capture the supply
behaviour of labour under the
pressure of economic stress.
In fact the supply behaviour of
agricultural labour may become
somewhat ‘'perverse’ during
the famine when desperately
poor wage labourers are willing
to supply more and more
Bbour as the wage rate drops
so that they can earn enough
lo survive. In the literature
such a situation is captured by
a forward falling supply carve
of labour in the downward
dircetion’

at low waves under

Sir, Like every year we have
observed World Population Day
only a few days ago. There
were many seminars, functions
by various socio-cultural organ-

-isations, long speeches by pub-

lic leaders,
NGOs, )

Our population increases at
an average rate of 6400 people
per day. Bangladesh's popula-
tion would be doubled at 24
crore in 34 years in the pre-
vailing growth rate of 2.03 per
cent.

What is the ratio of our eco-
nomic development vis-a-vis
population boom? Do our Plan-
ning Commission and Family
Planning Directorate coordi-
nate with each other?

When the Barapukuria Coal
Mine Project of Taka 887.36
crore of foreign aid and do-
mestic resources was inaugu-
rated it was told that the pro-
ject when completes would
create job opportunities for
3000 (three thousand) people.

Just imagine., we have a
population growth at the rate
of 6400 people daily and after
a period of three years when
the development work of a
hlige Taka 887.36 crore would
be completed it would create
job opportunities for 3000

people.

bureaucrats and

seen by the West as an opening
for its own economy. which
was moribund. A Pakistani's
remark that India's market
won at Geneva, not India, was
nol off the mark.

Whether the type of ecen-
omy the West wants India to
pursue is in the country's in-
terest is a different debate. But
there is no doubting that the
climate in the wake of eco-
nomic liberalisation has helped
Rao in foreign affairs. even to
the extent of lessening criti-
rcism on the violation of human

rights.
Rao has also won !mmt
Ilymplthv on Kashn
though one fails to un

stand why the topic was al lll
discussed with every leading
when we want Pakistan
to stay bilateral. The rest of
Rao's suceess has been the
work of PR men. The 60 to 70
journalists the PM carries free
in his plane ensure a big splash
back home. apart from the
boring and exaggerated
accounts which Doordarshan
and AIR put across endlessly.

New Delhi should not, how-
ever, gel carried away by its
own propaganda. Rao has made
contacts with foreign powers
but not won them over. Had it
heen so, India would have been
supporied for a permanent
seat in the Security Council
not Germany and Japan.

The vast economic oppor-
tunities will entice big foreign
powers — America is already
exerting pressure (o corner
the telecommunications field

— to make India feel comfort-
able on the innocuous prob-
lems relating to external af-
lairs. After all, the joint state-

ments arfd declarations, issued

during Rao's visit, are only a
string of cliches which can be
siretiched in manner and to
any extent. The test will come
when New Delhi comes into
conflict on any serious matter
with, say W

The ultim:te success of a

foreign policy depends on the

confidence and goodwill gen-
erated in the area a country is

situated. Foreign nations may

lhe termination of an agree-
ment on the Farakka barrage
Now that the water crisis pe-
riod is over — it lasts only for
six weeks belore the advent of
monsoon — New Dethi has put
the problem at the back
burner. Bangladesh naturally
feels let down

Rao has not even visited Sri
Lanka. India owes the respon-
sibility of setting the LTTE on
Sri Lanka. We trained. armed
and harboured them. It is not
sufficient to say, as Rao has in
reply to a question, "we hope
that a political solution to the

. T BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delh

have found us successful if we
had tackled problems with our
neighbours. Rao has said that
he will not hold talks with
Pakistan until it stopped aiding
the militants in Kashmir.
Precisely. this is the reason
why we should have talks with
Pakistan. to argue with them
that so long as the militancy
continues no peaceful solution
of Kashmir is possible.

Even our policy on
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka does
not exude confidence. Rao
promised Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia more than a year
ago that he would visit Dhaka
'soon’ and sort out the sharing
of the Ganges water. following

ethnic problem is achieved,
within the framework of a
united Sri Lanka. through ne-
gotiations involving all parties
eschewing the path of wvio-
lence.” We have to help
Colombo find a political solu-
tion to the problem that has
got involved in military forays.
One lesson of the cold war
is that hostility is counter pro-
ductive and foes of yesterday
can be friends of today. The
armaments only foment differ-
ences and tensions: they do
not settle any problem. The
réal question before the world
is how to live peacefully with
one another and how to divert
the funds earmarked for de-

structive weapon (o the peo-
ple’'s betterment.

Rao does not seem to have
left this message behind. He
expressed such sentiments in
some of his speeches. Bul
when it came to the nuts and
bolts of relations, he was found
wanting because he too asked
for the supply of certain ar-
maments or support against a
particular country.

There is no moral edge to
the policy Rao is adumbrating.
True, he is keeping India's in-
terests uppermost in his mind.
But a policy at the expense of
neighbours may prove te be
sterile and dangerous in the
long run. The notion that India
should be ised as a re-
gilonal power is an outmoded
one. Such attitude may chal-
lenge other countries to gang
up against it. In reality, it is
not the military strength that
evokes admiration but how
well are the livihg conditions
of the people in a country.

The basic fact of today is
the tremendous pace of
change in human life. Man is
conquering rapidly the un-
known. What was in the realm
of conjecture yesterday is a
well spelled out fact today. But
it is a strange spectacle that
while overcoming the outer
world, man has failed to con-
quer himself. His moral-fibre is
in tatters and he does not
know how to get away from the
dazzle of power or money.

Rao struck a right note in
the joint declaration that India
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Agricultural Wages and Employment

by Akhtar Hossain
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This is the concluding part of the article published yeaterday under the headline "Macroeconomic
Policies and the 1974 Bangladesh Famine."

the pressure of ecnnnmic
distress.

Decline in Employment in
1974

Based on the Bangladesh
Institute of Development Stu-
dies' Famine Survey', Mohiu-
ddin Alamgir estimated the
decline in rural employment in
the famine and non-famine
areas in Bangladesh between
July-October 1973 and July-
October 1974. He found that
the employment of landless
labourers in both the famine
and non-famine areas sharply
declined in July-October 1974
compared to that of July-
October 1973. This decline in
employment for wage labo-
urers was a sign of low demand
lor wage labour.

!Causeaﬂﬂ]aclinein

Bankim Chadha and Ranijit
Teja argued that involuntary
unemployment during the
1974 Bangladesh famine was
not caused by unwillingness of
workers to accept lower real
wages, but rather. by unwill-
ingness of employers to hire
them at lower wages because
lower real wages mmean the

. possibility of undernourish-

ment and hence of low 'work
effort’ of workers. This does
not appear to be a satisfactory
explanation of the decline in
labour demand because the ef-
ficiency wage theory has been
found inconsistent with empir-
ical evidence for Bangladesh
and India. Martin Ravallion
finds that the efficiency wage
theory is also inconsistent with
empirical evidence for
Bangladesh during the famine.
He writes: "A strong implica-
tion of this [the efliciency
wage| Ltheory is that the food

wage rate should be invariant
to the price of food. This
property is shared by the well-
known models of Levis (1954)
and Fei and Ranis (1964) in
which the real wage is fixed at
a predetermined 'subsistence’
level. Such theories appear to
be at odds with Bangladesh's
experience of considerable
real wage flexibility during the
1974 famine.”

Supply Shocks and Labour

W Demsind

The rise in rural involuntary
unemployment during the
famine was essentially the con-
sequence of a series of supply
shocks of different magnitude
beginning from 1971 wupto
1974 as they had a cumulative
negative effect on both farm
and non-farm activities. The
immediate shock was the

countrywide devastating flood

in 1974 which damaged the
major crops and lowered the

employment opportunities of
wage labourers. As most non-
farm activities in the rural ar-
eas are directly and indirectly
linked with farm activities, the
decline in farm activities had a
flow on effect on non-farm ac-
tivities and that lowered the
employment opportunities of
village craftsmen. petty
traders, transport workers,
and the producers of various
other service. When the eco-
nomic condition began to de-
teriorate, the rich and medium
farmers also experienced the
pressure of (actual or per-
ceived) economic stress,
Facing economic distress, they
reacted in two ways. First, as a
cost-cutting measure, they
used family labour more inten-
sively for farm activities which
would otherwise had been
done by wage labourers. Such a

=

of any nation'.

—

What a terrilic situation!
Where does Bangladesh stand
today and where shall we be
tomorrow? Would our Finance
Minister, Planning Minister,
economists and public leaders
kindly enlighten us?

' O H Kabir

6 Hare Street, Wari
Dhaka ;

NIC hallucination
fades

Sir, Poor performance in
reforming the industrial sector
has cost Bangladesh $63 mil-
lion ADB Interest-free loan.

The cancellation of such a
substantial amount will not
only. bear down the state's
manufacture mechanism but
may also highly negate the
tendency of foreign investment
in this Third World nation
which is used to all kinds of
disasters — floods to World
Bank aid suspension to auto-
cratic free-style — and now
assembles suspicions about
who own and manage the in-
dustries.

Ever since her indepen-
dence 23 years ago. this Asian
nation has experienced 12
governments including dicta-
torial, military, and autocratic
regimes in efforts for a devel-
oped state.

But all moves returned back
to the origin in the vicious

circle and the "whys" are best
kept secrets of the coterie that
must have learnt and inherited
the team-corruption from the
parent state having politics or
governance as the sure-success
presligious 'business’.

Under the circumstance;
any patriot must be curious
about the personnel in the
production sector in connec-
tion with the present and past
"corrupt” leaders, ministers,
VIPs, and their cronies who
contributed to the nation’s
griefs since liberation struggle
and are now enjoying favours
and privileges even at the cost
of this poorest state's exche-
quier.

Despite cosmetic suits
against only a few partners-in-
malpractices, only to be
cleared vup shortly, the friendly
accomplices are “powerful”
enough to have retained their
lords-of-the-rings status as al-
ways especially in the guise of
industrialists.

If this tradition of "evil
power' domination keeps re-
cycling her economy to the
profit of the "gangsters” served
by the "hired leaders”, this

* LDC's illusion to be an NIC may

gradually make cost-waste, be
it a short-range target or a
long one.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

p
- tetting aside studies

substitution of family labour for
wage labour lowered the de-
mand for wage labour. Second
most non-essential farm and
non-farm activities were de-
ferred until the economic
condition was improved. On
the supply side. the sharp in-
crease in the relative price of
food increased _the supply of
wage labour for two main rea-
sons. First, as the food wage
rate declined, the reservation
wage rate of wage labourers fell
and ‘for survival, they offered
more labour for sale. Second.

new workers (including chil-
dren, destitute women and the
old) entered the labour market
under the pressure of eco-
nomic distress.
Conclusion

The main objective of* this
article has been to analyse the
Chadha-Teja thesis that ex
panslonary macroeconomic
policles, rather than floods
might have caused the 1974
Bangladesh famine Detailed
findings of an empirical study,
which are the basis of this ar-

Soviet way which t to
submerge all entities in com-
munism crushed human free-
dom. But the democratic way
has become the tyranny of the
majority.

No pelicy or. for that mat-
ter, systemn can succeed if it
means subjugation of some.
This is as much true of people
within a country as is in a
comity of natiohs. it is absurd
to imagine that out of dictation
the socially-progressive forces
can win. This was exemplified
by the Suez incident in 1958
when Britain and France tried
to forcibly take over the canal.

There is no running away
from the fact that
means will not lead to right
resudfis. In today's world,
where there are too many
weapons with too many coun-
tries. this is no longer merely
an ethical doctrine but a prac-
tical proposition.

Somehow, Rao's
abroad have failed to
this approach, the
approach which Mahatma
Gandhi taught us. The policy of
wooing the West and ignoring
India’'s own backyard may give,
if at all, temporary results. But
the essentials on which Nehru
tried to build foreign policy
will be violated. The world
cannot be divided into friends
and foes, we and they. That is
the old approach of the big-
oted, power-oriented nations.
It is not the approach of toler-
ance, of feeling that perhaps
others might also have some
share of the truth.

tours

ticle, were found broadly con-
sistent with the Chadha-Teja
thesis. However. they were
suggestive, rather than con-
clusive. The economic features
of the Bangladesh famine re-
veal that it was essentially a
macroeconomic, rather thard a
law and order problem. From
both analytical models and
empirical findings on policy
implication can be drawn that
random natural disasters. such
as floods and droughts, may
cause secioral economic dislo-
catton and misery, but they are
tinlikely to cause a full-blown
famine unless they are accom-
panied by such ‘loose macroe-
conomic policies’ that destroy
the credibility of the govern-
ment to food stockholders' in
its ability to stabilise the econ-

OITIy.

The writer is a lecturer in
economics at the University of
Neucastle, Australia

The University of Dhaka : Politics or

Education is the back-bone
This statement
is well established in every
sphere of our lives in the civi-
lized world. .

The needs for higher edu-
cation couldn't be more
pressing than it is now in
Bangladesh. Although, the lit-
eracy rate is said to have in-
creased to 34%. there are rea-
sons to casl doubt on this fig-
ure, as it perhaps does not de-
pict the true picture of reading
and writing abilities of the
people. Most of them can only
sign their names.

The University of Dhaka is
regarded as one of the best
educational institutions in
Bangladesh. But. considering
the atmosphere in the Uni-
versity. one doubts very
whether it is really serving the

“growing nheeds of the nation.

The question remains whether
the University is producing
able mmen and wornen in order
to harness them suitably in
the socio-econtmic develop-
ment  activities of the country.
Are Lhe resources being prop-
erly utilized to reward the na-
tion with a positive rate of re-
turn in respect of skilled
workforce?

Dhaka Universily (DU) had
playved a pivotal role in our so-
cio-political arenas, even be-
fore the birth of Bangladesh.
The role of students during
the language movement, peo-
ples’ movement and liberation
war had been glorious and is
still highly acclaitned. But the
glory seems to be fading away
gradually, which needs imme-
diate attention. There appears
to be a growing tendency
among the students (o shift
their concentration from their
most important duty — 'study .
The political fever is running
high among them which is set
out to destroy their promising
youth. The activities in DU are
like a baroneter for politics in
the natiorr. Their leadership in
the political field which had
started before the liberation is
still continuing but in a per-
verted way. The vested inter-
ests are exploiting the stu-
dents by playing all the dirty
tricks in the bags.

There are currently several
thousand students enrolled in
the DU, using governments
subsidy and taxpayers money.
Are we getting the best value
for our money? A large number
of students seem to have made

olitical activities a priority,
It is a
conunon scene these days also

Education?

to find the female students
taking to the streets, engaging
in the demonstrations and
chanting slogans with their
male counterparts. The inci-
dent about the students of
Eden College climbing the
locked gate with iron-bars and
hockey sticks is still fresh in
our memory. Even a few years
ago this was quite unimagin-
able. The women are entitled
to equal rights as men but all
should devise non-violent ways
and means to voice their con-
cern. The nation still recalls
with grief the death of stu-
dents due to a severe row in
the college canteen and unfor-
tunately that in a 'medical
college. Only God knows, how
this would-be doctors are go-
ing to treat their patients!

The autocratic ruler is now

serving his term in the Central

Jail and a elected democratic
government is ruling the coun-
try under the Parliamentary
system. The students did well
with the public, causing the
autocratic regime to topple
and sending our representa-
tives to the Jatiya Sangsad. The
political prospects in Bang-
ladesh could not be better. The
students can now rest on their
laurels eschewing political
hyper-activity and devote more
of 1their time to studies. Now
that the democratic wheel has
beenr set in motion, the gues-
lion remains why Lhe struggle
is still conunuing in the
Liniversity and what it is
actually all about. Why the lives
are lost on the campus? Are
Lhey acting on their own or
being influenced by opport-
unists who always strive Lo
serve their own interests. It is
a [act that the Cabinet and MPs
are now mandated by the
public to look after the coun-
try. Then why are the students
involved in the nation's
political activities?

The other area of concern
is the University's curricula.
The students mostly use books
written during the 70s and
80s. The latest discoveries and
theories or formulae are
hardly within reach of the av-
erage students. Due to the
unavailability of new books, the
pld editions and, In some
cases, their photo-copies keep
changing hands. Had there
been a strong demand made by
the students to get the new
editions, there would have
been abundant supply of all
types of books and latest jour-
nals in every nook and corner
of the City.

In the neighbouring count
try India, students do not in-
dulge themselves into politics
as an everyday matter, let
alone moving around on the
campus with lethal weapons
like the students here in
Bangladesh do. Their educa-
tional standards are much
higher and the curricula far
better -with the result that
crops of highly-qualified stu-

dents go on contributing to
national development and
strengthening of the socio-
economic fabrics. Students in
India are competing for the
posts at the decision-making
levels both nationally and in-
ternationally. The poor chaps
at the Dhaka University are, by
contrast, fighting to set up
their areas of influence on the
campus and residential hos-
tels. Reading books, making
researches to increase the
level of knowledge are far from
their minds. What would be
the fate of the nation in the
not-too-distant future when
varied responsibilities would
devolve on the next genera-
tions!

The World is marching
ahead vigorously in a competi-
tive environment. Our ASEAN
neighbours are now regarded
A8 an econamic power-house.
The South Asian countries are ,
also not sitting idle. Each and
every nation is trying hard to
increase its literacy rate, alle-
viate poverty and, above all,
ensure much-needed eco-
nomic development. [t is vital
for our nation also to catch up
quickly to make up for the lost
time. The government is talk-
ing about education beigg key
to development. Motivated
workers with the requisite
training angd skills are key to
an economy s capacity to grow,
compete, assimilate new tech-
nologies and adapt to an open

economic environment,

Who will carry forward the

development programmes that

have already been initiated?
Surely the University of Dhaka
has a major role to play in pro-
ducing able men and women
who can take a leading part in
nation-building activities, so
that others can follow them.
The only way to achieve this
goal is for the students to im-
merse in their studies for
more knowledge and greater
qualifications leaving the polit-
jcal issues to the politicians.

Harold D Biswas
Palashi Barrack., Dhaka




