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Dhaka Day by Day

Weddings on the Wire

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

The telephone in Bangladesh has been used
by many Romeos and Juliets as the primary
medium to exchange sweet or bitter nothings
to each other. Sometimes these exchanges
amount to marathon sessions going from two
to six hours at a stretch! Since half of one's life
may be spent on the phone. some pedple have
taken it a step further and have decided to use
this indispensable creation of Bell as a means
to tie the knot!

Marriages conducted over the telephone is
another example of what a slave man is of his
own technology.

Telephonic matrimonials may sound a little
strange to some, but it is possibly the most
practical and easy way to get married. Usually
the marriage is between two people who live
thousands of miles apart. The bride may be
sitting in Kalabagan while the 1, due to
technical problems is in Norway. Problems of
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immigration, financial constraints and so on
may be the reason why the two cannol promise
‘until death do us part’ to face.

The advantages of this unusual method of
plunging into uncertainty and life-long impris-
onment are many. The couple in question does
not have to go through the endless tension as-
sociated with weddings — waiting for the
groom's arrival, the bride's coming out on time
from the beauty parlour with the necessary
paint. beeline hairdo and other paraphernalia.
The availability of the Kazi [since most of these
marriages are amongst Muslims). The decora-
tors going on strike, the list is endless.
Although there is usually a small congregation
of relatives and friends on both sides of the
ocean, the festivities are nowhere near as elab-
orate and more importantly, as expensive, as
regular weddings. Moreover, since we still do
not have telephones with visual aides, there is
really no reason to get all dressed up for the
wedding. Imagine getting married in one of
your dowdy reject night gowns!

Well of course this may be a little unrealistic.
As far as Bangladeshi marriages go, the event is
more for the relatives and friends of the two

rather than for themseives, Take the
young lady in Dhaka who got married to her
husband in the US over the telephone. While
the bride sat in full wedding regalia in her
Maghbazar home flanked by all her relatives
" _who were also in costume, the groom had to

or makeshift 'Kazi’' (as in the case of the US
side) pronounced the holy words of marriage,
repeated by the groom. in the phone and the
ultimate question was asked of the demure
bride who indicated her acquiescence by
whispering 'Kabul' on the other line. The en-
tire congregation on the Maghbazar side, was
included in this special moment by a loud-
speaker that had been ingenuously connected
to the telephone line. This, however, proved a
little embarrassing when. at the request of
both parents-in-law, the groom was asked. to
speak to the bride, on the phone of course.
The poor couple had little eption but to ex-
change pleasantries like 'How are you?' and
"how's the weather.” Later both sides had a
miniature feast, the Dhaka party completing
the event with kachchi biryani, borhani and
firni.

Another marriage took place between a

young woman in Dhaka whose husband to be
was stuck in Beijing, China. The two of them
had gone to university together, fallen in love
and managed to get scholarships to China. The
only hitch to this happy love story was that the
young man in guestion had gone to China first
and the only way that the woman's parents
would let her join him was if they got married.
Thus the two joined their lives over the tele-
phone and it was almost a year before they met
for the first time as man and wife.

All this may sound very romantic but there
are disadvgntages of telephonic matrimonials.
Not being able to be together after the mar-
ri is perhaps the most difficult part for the

y weds’ Often, as in the case of arranged
m&rﬂdgﬂ- the two people have not-even seen
each othet except in photographs which
makes this process quite scary. Apart from the
cruel separation, are other minor irritations
such as the confusion created by cross con-
nections with mischievous eavesdroppers who
can make havoc on the line and bad connec-
tions that can make 'Kabul' sound like ‘Ujbuk’
{idiot).

Inspite of all this, however. many people
te the convenience of tying the knot

with so little fuss and time. Then there is al-
ways the possibility of getting cold feet at the
last moment, in which case all one has to do is
cut the line with a chick, something w.rlr*l.us.l]}r

impossible, face to face. © ~
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Rehabilitation
‘work of Mugdapara

link road begins

Rehabilitation work of the
Tk 25 lakh Kamalapur-Mugda-
para link road was formally
started yesterday, a DCC press
release said, reports BSS.

The work is expected to be
completed within a month,
With the completion of the
link road, the long felt needs
of the people of the area will
be met.

Inaugurating the rehabilita-
tion work City Corporation
Mayor Mohammad Hanif said
there is no scope of politics in
the development activities of
the city. He sought cooperation
of the city dwellers in improv-
ing the civic amenities.

- Later, he visited the Mugda-

para garbage outfall.

25 000 tons jute pulp to
'be produced this fiscal

Bangladesh will produce
about 25,000 metric tﬂns of
jute pulp worth Tk 50 crores
during the current fiscal year
reports UUNB. .

Industries Minister Zahir-
uddin Khan said this when he
presented some samples of
first produced pulp and paper
out of green jute plant to Pre-
sident Abdur Rahman Biswas at
Bangabhaban yesterday.

Explaining the process of
manufacturing of pulp and pa-
per out of green jute plants,
the minister 'informed that
production has been started in
Karnaphuli Paper Mills, Khulna
Newsprint Mills, North Bengal
Faper Mills and Sylhet Paper

1 more transformer
blast victims dies
By DMCH Correspondent

Another person who was in-
jured in an_ electric trans-
former explosion on Monday,
died in the Dhaka Medical Co-
llege Hospital (DMCH) Wed-
nesday night. .

The victim was identified as
Raza Miah, 45. With him the
death toll in the explnsiun rose
to five.

Ashari Purnima
today

The Buddhist community
will celebrate Lhe Ashari
Purnima today with due reli-
gious solemnity and fervour
throughout the country com-
memoratingg three rebie
incidents in the life of Goutam
Buddha including his renunci-
ation of worldly life and
preaching of first gospel, re-
ports BSS.

Buddhist monks will begin
their three-month long seclu-

sion inside the monasteries
from today.
In Dhaka Buddhist com-

munity have taken up an elabo-
rate programme in celebration
of the day with religious
solemnity and traditional fes-
tivity.

A religious congregation
will be held at international
Buddhist Monastery at Merul.
Baddha. Kamrul Islam MP will
attend the meeting as chief
guest while chairman of
RAJUK will be the special
guést. The meeting will be
presided over by principal of
the Monastery Gaynasree
Mahathero.

The day-long programmes
include hoisting of national
and religious flags at 6 am,
pindadan at 7 am, Buddha puja
and shilagrahan at 10 am,
pindadan to the Bhikkusangha
at 11 am, religious meeting at
4 pm. pradwip puja at 7 pm
and special prayer for world
peace.

Bangladesh Bdddha Krishti
Prachar Sangha has also taken
up programnes in observarnce
of the day.

The sangha will hold a reli-
glous meeting at Dharmard)ik
Buddhist Monastery at Kam-
alapur at 4 pm: President of
the Sangha Shuddhananda
Mahathero will preside over
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and Pulp Mills.

Green jute plants are being
purchased for these four mills
from 19 purchasing centres
and at mill gates, Zahiruddin
Khan added.

The Minister also handed
over copies of the final report
on manufacture of pulp and
paper by using green jute plant
as raw materials to the
President.

Receiving some samples of
pulp and an album of paper,
Biswas said, "This is a mile-
stone and a real breakthrough
in the history of the use of
jute.”

Bangladesh has been trying
its best to regain world mar-
kets of jute amidst tough com-
petition of artificial fibre, the
President observed.

He thanked the minister for
the success and hoped that
there should be similar suc-
cess stories in other fields of
industrial sector to cope with
the competitive world market.

Secretary to President Ataul
Haq, Industries Secretary
Hasnat Abdul Hye, Military
Sleeretarjr to the President

ajor General Golam Mowla

were present on the occasion.

( Archives di.éplay:ﬂ\

Travel in time
By Staff Correspondent

in 1887, one could buy al-

-most half a maund of rice for
one [E‘.kﬂ

Almost a hundred years ago
g from in 1890, a registrar
nf t]'fwuﬂice of the Dhaka
Distgict Collectorate and Dhaka
Zila court received Tk 500

monthly - salary, according to
documents displayed at the

fortnight-long exhibition of -

national archives which
opened at Agargaon yesterday.

The exhibitions is display-
ing over hundred rare docu-
ments dating back from 1757
which include the agreement
between ' Nawab Siraj-ud-
‘Dowlah and Robert Clive of the
British East India Company
signed on February 12, 1757.

The agreement says Robert
Clive would help Nawab Siraj
in all respect.

Side by sidc ranother agree-
ment signed on the 15th of
the Arabic month of Raman-
dan the same year between
Clive and Mir Zafar Ali Khan
assured mutual cooperation.
Mir Zafar later killed the Naw-
ah

The exhibition contains
other interesting documents
such as ancient Ramayana
manuscripts [(undated), old
maps of the country, navigabil-
ity records of the Ganges,
newspaper clippings of the

“Pakistani period. old educa-

tional institutions’' records, the
Phaka Divisional Commi-
ssioner's office records, etc.
The documents on y
were selected from a total of
over five lakh pieces main-
lained by the Natiohal Ar-

chives, a government depart -
menil.

This is the first such exhibi-
tion being held since inde-

J CD reiterates
demand for

DUCSU polls

Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal re-"

iterated its demand yesterday
for announcing overdue
DUCSU election date.immedi-
ately, reports UNB.

"A congenial sitwation is
prevailing on the campus ...
the authorities .should an-
nounce date of DUCSU elec-
tion without further delay,”
said newly elected DU unit
president of JCD ABM
Mosharraf Hossain at a rally on
the Dhaka University campus.

It was also addressed, amo-
ng others, by JCD central lea-

der Abul Khayer Bhuiyan, DU

unit General Secretary Monir

Hossain Monir.

The pro-government stu-
dent leaders accused the pro-
Awami League Chhatra League
of foiling the polls as "Chhatra
League don't want DUCSU
election as it deems sure de-
feat.”

The last election to the
Dhaka University Central
Student Union and hall unions
was held on Juné 6 in 1990,
JCD swept that election.
Though elections are due every
year, no election has been held
since then.

Date for elections were an-
nounced by the varsity authori-
ties in 1991, but the AL-
backed BCL boycotted the
elections 'on the plea that
there had not been congenial
atmosphere.

And this year. DUCSU elec-
tion was to be held on April
12. But the Chhatra League (M-
[} again bovcolited the polls on
the same

8:00 ‘ning announcement

B:10 News in Bangla

B:15 Alor Dishari

B:40 Look and Learn

9:00 ,Chetana

930 Film show: Batman

10:00 News in English

10:05 Moner Mukwrey

11:15 Film show: Tarzan

11:40 Programme of Health:
Prescription '

1 1:556 Musical programme:
Moramii

3:00 Opening annoupcement

3:15 Carton film: Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles

3:40 Bengall Feature Film

510 News in

555, Sporis programme

6:50 Open University

7:25 Musical programme:
Malancha

8:00 News in Bangla

8:30 Comedy series: Perfeet
Strangers

9:00 Magazine programme:

b, th »

10:00 News in English ‘

10:30 Film show: Law and Order

11:30 Khabar/The News

11:45 Closing

'Accountability of doctors
needed to ensure
proper healthcare'

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury ¥amal
ibne Yusuf yesterday stressed
the need for developing the
accounlability of the doctors
and nurses {o ensure proper
healtheare' facilities to the
people. reports BSS.

Inaugurating a three-day
workshop on ‘National Plan of
Action for Nursing Develop-
ment in Bangladesh’, he said
construction of hospitals,
buying equipment and provi-
ding medicines alone cannot
ensure health facilities to all
uniess aecountability of the
health personalities is there,

Organised by the Direc-
torate of Nursing Services in
collaboration with World Heal-
th Organisation (WHO), rep-
resentatives [rom different
organisations and institutions
from home and abroad are
taking part in the workshop to
recommend measures for the
promotion of nursing service
in the country.

Deputy Minister for Health
and Family Welfare Mohammad
Serajul Haque. Director Ge-
neral of Health Services Prof
Mohammad Nurun Nabi, Chief
of Health and Population of
World Bank Dr Philip Gower,
Advisor for Nursing of WHO
regional nfﬁ:cf in New Delhi Dr

Sally Bisch. Acting WHO Re-
presentative in Bangladesh Dr
Rusdi Alinddin. WHO Nursing
Adviser in Bangladesh Dr Fa-
rinaz Parsay, Director of Nur-
sfng Services Dilruba Begum
and Assistant Director Begum
Jahanara spoke on the occa-
sion. Additional Secretary of
Health and Family Wellare Mo-
nammad Fazlur Rahman chai-
red the function.

Yusuf said the goal of the
present government was to
‘economise’ and develop the
health services through ensur
ing the Eroper use of limited
resources.

He said at present there are
only 11.000 registered nurses
in the country as against
22, 000 doctors while the re
quired number of nurses is
about 60,000. "No health care
system can't run without
skilled nurses and therefore
the government will do all
possible for the promotion of
the nursing profession in the
country.” he said.

Yusui hoped that the work-
shop would recommend nec-
essary measures for the devel
opment of nursing service in-
cluding its function, account-
ability, structural organisation
and education and service

quality.

Attention Working Mothers!
" for daylong dependable child care conlad:

'EARLY BUDS DAY CARE CENTRE

House No-31, Road No. 12 A (New)
Dhanmondi R. A.

Tel: 312416 / 812575
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i For a reputed and well established
| Industrial concern located in Dhaka,
| young, energetic, hardworking and

intelligent persons with good academic
background are required. Candidates
must be within 25-30 years of age and
have Master Degree preferably
Science or Commerce with atleast 3

(three) 2nd classes. Initially they will be
engaged as Junior Executives and will
have opportunity to advance depending

Deserving candkiates may apply within
1994 with recent

photographs (2 copies) to GPO Box-210.

r e
CAREEFI OPPOFITUNlTY

in

passport size

Leader of the Opposition Sheikh Hasina addressing a group of people at her Minto Road
residence in-the city yesterday who joined the Awami League. — Star photo
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Moderately - heavy falls are likely over the regions of
Barisal, Patuakhali. Noakhali. Khuina and Chittagong during
the next 24 hours till 6 pm today. reports UNB

Met office says light to moderate rain or thundershower
may occur at many places over Chittagong. Khulna and Barisal
divisions.

Meantime. Kutubdia experienced the highest 79 mm rain
during the last 12 hours till 6 pm yesterday. .

Cox's Bazar had 35 mm shower, Chittagong 26. Sitakund
18, Rangamati. 14, and Maljdicourt and Satkhira 10 mm each
during the period i

Day temperature is Hkely to fall by 1-2 degree Celsius over
the southern hall of the country and remain nearly unchanged
elsewhere over the country

Country's highest temperature 33.6 degree Celsius was
recorded at Bogra and the lowest 23 5 degrees at Fenl
yesterday ~

The sun sets today (Friday) at 6:47 pm and rises tomarrow
(Saturday) at 5:23 am.

The maximum and minitum
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