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gripped with problems

MADARIPUR, July 20: About
80 per cemt government pri-

mary schagls and almost all .

the non-government ones in
seven thamés are beset with
manifold problems hindering
the universal primary educa-
tion programme in the dis-
trict, reports UNB.

A total of 104 government
registered primary schools
have not yet allegedly received
any financial grant. Most of
these schools do not have ade-
quate furniture. accommoda-
tion and other educational ap-
pliances to cope with the in-
creasing number of students.

The schools which were
damaged by the devastating
flood, cyclone and erosion in
the last few years have not yet
repaired. The repairing works
of the selected schools are also
not satisfactory. local people
alleged.

Besides. shortage of teach-
ers and lack of accommodation
have aggravated the situation.
In some areas classes are being
held under the open sky and
during the rainy season suffer-
ing of the pupils go bevond de-
scription,

Most of these schools do
not have any tubewells and
sanitary latrines. In addition,
the teachers do not come to
the schools regularly and some
attend for only an hour or two.
Most of them have kept them-
selves engaged in other busi-
ness, it is alleged.

The local people urged the
authorities to look into the
matter and take necessary
steps to solve the probleihs to

pave the way for the successful
implementation of the univer-
sal primary education pro-
gramme in the district.

The npnumber of women
labourers is on rise in the dis-
trict town in the recent days.

According to social welfare
and labour leaders, these poor
women. including unmarried
girls and divorcees, are com-
pelled to take odd jobs to earn
their livellhood. Torture for
dowry and pressing unem-
ployment are the main reasons
for the village women to set
out for the town with the hope
of getting jobs to maintain
their livelihood.

They are seen husking
paddy. working in the brick-
fields. taking part in earth dig-
ging and srrving as maid ser-
vants.

Moreover, recurrent flood-
ings. drought and other natural
calamities in the last few years
have damaged crops in the

district affecting the small and

marginal farmers adversely. As

a resull, many families have
been rendered destitute.

It is alleged that finding no
job opportunities some young
women ar engaged in immoral
activities vitiating the serene
atmosphere. After the sun set
they are seen roaming at the
station areas and cinema halls
to allure the customers.

Local elite have urged the
government to take schemes
to rehabilitate the floating
women at the outskirts of the
town and arrange vocational
training for them so that they
can lead a decent life.
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Matsya Bhaban opens in Jessore

Fisheries sector has
gained momentum : Noman

JESSORE. July 20:
Institutional infrastructure is
very important to increase
professional skill and speed up
the implementation of differ-
ent development programimes,
said Minister For Fisheries and
Livestock Abdulla-al-Noman,
reports UNB.

He was addressing as chief
guest at the inaugural function
of the district TFisheries
Administrative Building here
Friday. Minister for Post and
Telecommunications Tariqul
Islam was also present on the
occasion.

Noman said the fisheries
sector now gained momentum
as the planned pisciculture has
increased in the country.

"The present democratic
government has taken massive
programmes to provide infras-
tructural facilities for the ex-
pansion of pisciculture in the
country and to create great en-
thusiasm among the people. for
this purpose,” he said.

The minister also said the
inauguration of the Matsya
Bhaban in the district was a
milestone in the process of

t of fisheries in the
region and called upon the
people te come forward to
utilise all the facilities and as-
m from the administra-

Stressing -the need for
training and transfer of tech-
nical know-how to boost fish
production, Noman said the
present government has also
undertaken a number of pro-
grammes to provide primary-
knowledge through demon-
stration farms and field level
training programmes.

The minister again called
upon the private sector to take
the benefit of the liberal policy
of the government to encour-

age establishment of
hatcheries and nurseries in
suitable places.

Presided over by the Deput}r
Commissioner, the [unction
was addressed, among others,
by Project Director of Fisheries
Department Tayebur Rahman.

After the function the
Fisheries Minister visited
some shrimp culture farms in
Fakirhat thana under Bagerhat
district and talked to the local
farmers about different mat-
ters relating to shrimp culture.
Noman also visited a fish-meal
producing factory to see for
himself the method of produc-
ing fish-meal mixing various
ingredients.

Local BNP leader Mujibar
Rahman and Shrimp Culturists
Association leader Surendra
Nath Sikdar were also present
on the occasion.

Madanpur poura area
beset with problems

From Our Correspondent

MADARIPUR, Jduly 20:
Madaripur poura area is best
with manifold problems caus-
ing inconvenience to residents
of the munictpal area.

The residents said the di-
lapidated condition of the

roads lack of proper dralnage

system and inadequate water
supply have made the civil life

Most of the roads in the

area compels residents to

. dasmp their waste by the side

of the road blocking the water
outlets.

Street lights at the town are
insufficient, many electric
palls are lying without bulbs for

a long timé hampering the
movement of wvehicles after

sunset.
Besides water supply is ir-

regular in the area causing
suffering to the residents. The

" pedestrians are also facing

much trouble due to mush-
room growth of unauthorised
shops on the roads and foot-
paths. |

Meanwhile the number of

problems of the residents
~ without further delay.

It is bei d:mt with the
apan through

UHESCCI Thl: pro}ed has
been included in the conserva-

cost of about Taka two crore
which include preservation of
ancient Muslim heritage and
MONuUMments.

80 pc primary schools

'Hons, master's

degree courses

-1n govt colleges
planned’

NAOGAON., July 20:
Government-has undertaken a
programme to introduce
honours and master's degree
courses in the government
college for expansion of higher
education, reporis UNB.

This was disclosed by
Education Minister Barrister
Jamiruddin Sircar while
speaking as chief guest at the
installation ceremony of stu-
dents union of Naogaon
Government Degree College
here recently.

The minister called upon
the students to put their ef-
forts for giving institutional
shape to democracy through

- establishing rule of law in the

country. .

Presided over by the
Principal of the college, the
function was addressed by

State Minister for
Establishment Barrister
‘Aminul Haq, and local MPF

Samsuddin Ahmed.

Sircar said government has
give highest priority to educa-
tion sector for strengthening
the foundation of democracy
and achieving national devel-
opment.,

He said national university
has been established to restore
academic discipline in the
campus through eradicating
session jam.

Addressing as special guest
State Minister for Establish-
ment Barrister Aminul Hagqg
said, the government has
taken epoch making pro-
gramme for eradicating il-
literacy from the country.

He talled upon the students
to maintain academic atmo-
sphere in the campus through
resisting violence and all evil

designs.
Six commit

suicide on same
day in Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, July 20: Six
persons committed suicide on
same day in Jhenidah district
recently.

According to reports, Saj-
eda Khatun (17) of village
Parnandual and Hasina Khatun
(20) of village Sahebnagar in
Jhenidah thana. Mahirunnessa
(15) of village Shyampur and
Buddhi Khatun (17) of village
Abaipur in Sallkupa thana,
Manwara Khatun (18) of village
Jhingerpara in Harinakundu
thana and Sabina Khatun (20)
of Bus Standpara of in
Kotchandpur thana committed
suicide.

Acute colic pain were the
causes of their suicide. it was
noted with police but family
troubles weére mainly responsi-
ble for the same, it was learnt.

Separate UD case were filed
with respective thanas in this
connection.

School boys
missing

SIRAJGANJ, July 20; Three
school boys of the district
headquarters were reported
missing since Wednesday. po-
lice said here Friday, reports
UNB.

They are. Rezaul Karim
Swapan 13, son of Motahar Ali,*
Sajid Rahman. 12, son of Eusuf
Ali and Md Nazmul Huda 12,
son of Itekhar Azam of Dutta
Bari area in the town.

All of them are students of
class VIIl. Rezaul dnd Nazmul
are students of Railway Colony
High School and Sajid of B L
Government School.

The boys were missing
since they set out tegether for
school on Wednesday.

Later, several search parties
looked for the boys but their
whereabouts could not be
traced, family sources said. =«

Mahbubul Alam. brother of
Sajid Rahman_ filed a case
Friday morning with sadar
thana.

Police suspect that the boys
might have fallen victims in
thc hands of traffickers.

Number of beggars
on rise in
Cox's Bazar

From Our Guﬁeupnndent

July 20: Beggars are on the
rise in Cox's Bazar town and
thana sadar creating much in-
conveniences to the dwellers.

The beggars mostly floating
peopie affected by the natural
calamities are coming to the
town in large number specially
from the districts of Noakhali.
Feni. Rangpur. Barisal, Comilla
and Laximipur with the hope
of better earnings.

Town-dwellers complained
that with their influx, various
infections diseases have bro-
ken out in the town. These
destitute people regulariy re-

to nature's call in open
drains and road fides polluting
the environment.

it is alleged that., some
women beggars have allegedly
resorted to prostitution.

The district administration
has been urged to take a
scheme for their rehabilitatioh
at the outskirts of the town
and savg the dwellers from in-
converiences '

BARISAL, July 20: Bangla-

lodged 8,955 certificate cases
against defaulter loanees up to
April ‘94 Lo realise
27.51.51,000 taka ag outstand-
ing agri-loan in eleven soulh-

ern districts under Bglrisal
Z01¢e.

According to BKB divisional
office sources, the total out-
standing loan amounting Tk
297 crore 28 lakh is still re-
mained _outstanding to
3.09.548 loanees in these dis-

National

BKB lodges 8,955 certificate
casesin 11 southern districts

desh Krishi Bank (BKB) has
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tricts of which defaulters are
1,20,000 farmers.

Target of disbursement was
Tk 86.30 crore, achievement
of which was Tk 67.21 crore
during '93-'94 financial year.
Besides, target of realisation
was fixed at 70 crore but

achievemerit was 57.37 crore -

during that time, the sources
said.

Districtwise breakup of
certificate cases lodged to re-
alise outstanding loans as in
Barisal 1259 cases to realise

'4,03,17,000, in

Taka 2.19.44.000, in Bhola
758 cases for Tk 3:90,45,000,
in Perojpur 719 cases for Tk
1,34,07,000, in Jhalakathi 867
cases for Tk 2,98,82,000, in

Patuakhalli 369 cases for Tk .

80,57.000, in Borguna 385
cases for Tk 63.44,000, in
Faridpur 915 cases for Tk
B8B83
cases for Tk. 3,31,74,000, in
Madaripur 1225 cases for Tk
4,11,66,000, in Sariatpur 864

cases for Tk 1.92.14.000
in Rajbari 711 cases to

Tk 2.26,01.,000.

.

JAMALPUR. July 20: Ganja
planiation in different villages
of Malandah and Dewanganj
thana' has increased for last

five years.

A reliable source said that
about 4000 acres of land are
now under illegal ganja cultiva-
tion in 55 villages al Dungdora,
Hatibandah, Bahadurabad, Par-
rampur. Bagarchar, Chikajani
and Char Amkhava unions
under Dewanganj thana,
Shihuri, Fulkucha. Jugipara.
Rajapur, Kulia. Durmut villages
under Melandah thana during
the current year.

of ganja is produced from a

The source said that four kg

From{hlr(}orrequdmt

plant and per kg ot ganja is
‘selling at Taka 2,500 to 3,500.

Ganja is being transported
to Dhaka, Mymensingh, Borga,
Pabng. Serajganj, Rangpur,
Tangail, Rajshahi, Khulna,
Chittagong and other parts at
the country.

Melandah thana police led
by inspector Serajul Islam, 5I
M A Khayer, SI
Rahman recovered 100 ganja
plants from village Shihuri
here recently.

The Narcotics and Liguor
Department. Jamalpur, re-
cently seized some ganja plant.
From Dewanj thana, local peo-

plants recently from Shilhun village.

ple 1llegcd that the ganla culti-

JAMALPUR : Melandah thana police recovered 100 ganja

— Star photo

Mahfujur'
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vators have been I money
regularly to the staff of the
Narcotics Department and are
continuing the illegal cultiva-
tion in a large-scale.

lllegal sale of Liquor is go-
ing on in different areas of the
district town and other places
of the thana towns of the dis-
trict.

A number of stationary and

groceéry shops in the district
and different market areas of

the district are selling ganja
and liquor illegally, it is al-
leged.

Some consumers alleged
that the sellers of ganja and
liguor are charging exorbitant
prices, A good number .of
gentlemen, customers are
found waiting in corners to
procure the same and there
are so-called waiters to supply
‘the goods.

. The number of such unau-
thorised wine and ganja shops
is increasing in the district. As

as a result, to anti-social activi- -

ties are increasing day by day.
Recently, a powerful task

force headed by Jalal Ahmed,
Deputy Commissioner was
formed to control and elimi-
nate ganja plantation in the
district.

The elite of the district
have urged the concerned
gher authorities to enforce
the anti-drug law to halt the
consumption of ganja and
Hqucrr without furth!:r delay.

‘Ganja plantation on rise in
rural areas of J amalpur

CHUADANGA, July 20: The
train passengers of Chuadanga-
Khulna, Chuadanga-Ishwardi,
Chuadanga-Goalonda and Dar-
sana-Poradah section are
[acing immense difficulties ow-
ing to irregular train services
and negligence ol the railway
staff. Most of the trains also
run late.

According to passengers

sections are very few. The
number of compartments in
each train is meagre to cope
with the rush ol passengers.

The number ol passengers
travelling without tickets has
increased In recent days in
these lines causing difficulties
to the genuine passengers.

Sometimes trains lack first
and second class compart-
ments creating inconveniences
for the upper class passengers.

On the otherhand com-
partments are not kept clean
and sometimes water is not
available in the latrines. The
door of many latrines in the in-
ter-city., local and express
trains are found broken. The
toilets have no electricity and
the fans remain out of order in
most of the times.

Some unscrupulous ratlway
staffl members are involved in
stealing of lights, fans and
other valuables, il is also al-
leged.

All the third clase com-
partments both in local and

second class compartment bul

the number of trains in these

expresgs trains have been made
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the amenities are not
hanced.

Waiting rooms in most of
the stations in the said train
routes have no proper sitting
arrangements for the passen-
gers. The waiting rooms in al-
most all the stations of these
section are in a pitiable condi-
tion and remain dirty. Most of
the time these are found under
lock and key.

No time table

The trains running on these
routes do not maintain any
timetable. In- most cases the
trains arrive and leave the sta-
tions behind the schedule
timme. As a result the passen-

en-

gers particularly those who .

have to attend schools, col-
leges and offices are to nufﬁ:-r
rmuach.

Regional resource
centre of BOU
to be opened in

Bogra July 24

The second regional re-
source centre of Bangladesh
Open University (BOU] will be
opened st Bogra on July 24,
says a press release.

Education Minister Bar-
rister Jamiruddin Sircar will
be the chief guest at the
inaugural function while Viee-
Chancellor -Dr M Shamsher All
will preside.

SYLHE

Md Ashraf Ali. a former Member of Parliament speaking
arranged to condole the death of Poet Ziauddin. a renowned peasant

Train services lrregular
in Chuadanga, Khulna

It is further alleged that
some corrupt railway employés
are allowing a sectign of pas-
sengers to travel without tick-
ets after taking illegal gratifica-
tions from them and thus de-
priving the guvernmcnt rev-
enues.

There is no pumnnent ar-
rangements to clean the plat-
forms of the stations of these
rail routes.

Besides in the absence of
power supply to the compart-
ments as well as the stations
anti-social elements carry on
their heinous activities.

Ticket-counters

open late
It is also alleged that book-
ing counters start functioning
just a few minutes before the
arrival of the train fallowing
which many passengers fail to
purchase tickets in time caus-
ing loss to the railway author-
ity.
Besides shortage of raillway

1

and culverts, single rail-lines,

corrupt railway adminjstra-

tions, old railtracks, ll.:;‘il:l‘

of passengers trains

smugglers by pulling chains,

overcrowding of the passen-

gers in the

some of the reasons

cause the undue delay of trains.
It is alleged that ticket

checkers are too inadequate to -
cope with the rising passen-

gers travelling in the trains.

i
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at a discussion meeting
leader and politician.
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District roundup

Pémﬁmau
~ Shortage of
postal stamps

July 20:High-priced postage

stamps have fallen short in ru-
ral and urban post offices -of
the district causing much in-
conveniences to the people,
reporis UNB.
- Postal officials said due to
non-availability of high-priced
postages [rom the higher of-
fice, the has cropped
up at some post offices of the
district. .

It is, however, reported
that low-pficed postages are

‘available in all the post offices.

Local people said that their
suffering added further as
many of them have been facing

inconveriences in sending
their parcels and letters.

‘They urged the concerned
authuriticu to look into the

matter and take immediate

steps so that h-priced

postage stamps readily

available in all post offices of

he district. .
BARISAL

Certificate course

. on English to be

introduced

*July20: A six-inonth certifi-
glish lan-
guage will be introduced te
three government university
colleges under Barisal Division
from this academic session,
reports BSS.

. According to an nfﬂcia]
sourde, govérnment Brojom-
ohan University College of
Barisal, Patuakhali Government
University College and Bhola
Government College will
imtroduce this course.

The source said that
twenty-seven colleges will in-
troduce such course through-
out the country.

Students having SSC cer-
tificates or higher diplomas
will eligible to get them-
selves admitted into this

| course, the source said.

BERERROAY
Cattle-lifting

Jampant

July 20:Rampant cattle lift-
ing has created panic among
| the poor farmers of the dis-
| triet, reports UNB.

According to farmers 18
cows were stolen from Sadar,
Hossainpur, Katiadi,

Karimganj, Pakundia and Tarail .

thanas during last one month.

The lifters often demand

ransom for the stolen cows
and in case non realisation .of
the money they kill the cow.
Many farmers said they have
become destitutes as their
cows were stolen by the lifters.
The poor farmers said they
have been forced.to keep their
land fallow as they could not
afford to buy new bullocks.

They said they are to pass
their sleepless nights at the
cow-sheds protecting their
cows. They said an well organ-
ised gang is active in the dis-
trict who are lifting cows from
various parts of the district
almost every day.

They urged the authorities
to take immediate steps to nab
the cow lifters and give them

exemplary punishment.
NETRAKONA
Installation
ceremony held

July 20: The installation
ceremony of newly elected of-
fiee bearers of Bangladesh
Diploma Medical Association
Netrakona District unit was

held at the conference room of

Mrmﬁtﬂﬂluhhﬂtr&
cently. reports BSS. -

| C'NAWABGANS

Over 600 suffer
from heart disease

|

July 2b: Over 600 people of
five thanas of the district have
been suffering from heart dis-
ease, medical sources said; re-

UNB.
Urﬂﬂﬂnluummdahnut
mwm the disease
during the last r :
The facilities for treatment
of heart disease is very poor.

There are a little specialists’

and equipment in the district.
A few number of affluent pa-
tients used to go to Dhaka for
treatment.

Mental hrest. high blood
pressure, eating of excess rich
diet. smocking and rise in
bloed cholesterol *are the main
cause behind the disease.

Local
be taken to set up heart dis-
Case and clinics in the
district to avail the treatment
facilities withoul cost inveolve-
ment.

: SATKHIRA

Foreign cmem
films seized

July 20 Bnnﬂaduh Rifles
seized foreign cinema films
worth about Tk 5 hkh while
‘being brought into Bangla-desh
tzrﬂtory illegally recently, re-
ports U

A patrnl party of BDR at .
Madra border saw two |
large boxes were being carried
by two people from the other
side of the border. When chal-
lenged, they fled the scene
leaving the boxes containing
the films.

The films have been de-
posited with the local customs
office and a case has been filed
with the police.

Mentionable that violent
and obscene films are being
brought into the country by a
section of wunscrupulous

traders which are shown
in various cinema halls.

Ovwners of VCP and VCR are
also seen showing these ob-
scene films on commercial
basis in certain of the
town and other areas of the
district with the cellaboration
of some dishonest officials.
Local elite time and again
demanded of the authorities to
stop showing of these films but
no action has yet been taken in

this regard.
_l}amm

196 distressed

families
rehabilitated

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, July 20: At le-ast
one hundred and ninety-six
distresgsed families have been
rehabilitated in two newly con-
structed ideal villages in the
district.

Of these, one is situated at

- Rostomabad village under
Badargonj thana, in which one
hundred distressed families
were rehabilitated.

The other one is at Saran
mauja in Mithapukur thana. in
.which 96 distressed families
were rehabilitated.

Two community centires
have also been constructed in
these ideal villages at a cost of
Taka ninety thousand each.

The EEC and the relief and
rehabilitation depar-tment of
the country have jointly pro-
vided required funds towards
consiructien of these ideal vil-

lages.
SUNAMGANJ
253 die of
malaria in
five months

July 20: Some 253 people
died of malaria in Sunam-gan|
-district in last five mohths, of-

ficial sources said. reports
LINB.
Of them, 192 died in

Tahirpur, 57 in Dharam-pasha
and 4 in Bishwam-barpur
thana. The disease broke out in
January this year.

Unofficial sources. however,
claimed over 500 people died
and about 5000 were attacked
during the' period.

About 1400 mosquito nets
absorbed with mosquito killer
medicine Deltamethon have
been distributed in the badly
affected area of Tahirpur thana
from May.

Representative of World

Health Organisation Dr
Richard Manteanary and
Assistant Director of the

Directorate of Health Dr Kanak
Ranjan Talukder have been
staying in the thana,

The disease has also broken
out in Netrakona, Khagra-
chhari, Bandarban, Rangamati
and Chittagong district in an

-J..rmingpmpu'thn
CoMiLLA

Mobile court

to check traffic

Jam

. July 20: Local ‘administra-
tion has decided to deploy
mobile courts in the town to
help check traffic jam and
remove unauthorised footpath
shops, reports UNB.

The decision was taken at a
law and order committee
meeting held recently. official
sources said.

They said a large number
rickshaws and their indisc-
riminate parking and fllegal
occupation of footpaths by the
vendors create traffic jam in
the town endan- gemq lives of

the pedestrians.
Some 8,000 rickshaws are

A large number rick-
shaws having licence for 10
miles from the areas
are also inte the town
making the situation more
WOT'Se.

The meeting decided to
earmark the parking areas,
particularly in the busy com-
mercial p-rt.l of the town and

ned to strictly enforce the
traflic laws.



