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(Gen Joshi in China
for border talks

NEW DELHI. July 20:
India’'s army commander flew
to Beljing Wednesday for talks
on reducing troops along the
disputed border with China,
32 years after the two coun-
tries went to war. reports AP,

The visit, the first by a
serving army chiel. comes a
day after China's vice premier
and foreign minister, Qian
Qichen. ended a trip to India.
The exchange reflects the two
countries’ resolve to put their
difficult history behind them
and promote a new post-Cold
War relationship.

General Bipin Chandra
Joshi, who commands Asia's
largest army after China's, will
meetl generals of the People's
Liberation Army to discuss
troop redeployment and jin-
creased border meetings. a
military spokesman said.

He also is scheduled to visit
military bases in Xiang, Dunhu-
ang, Chengdu. and Shenzhen.

India has an army of 1.2
million men against China's 2.3

million. The Indians have 11
mountain divisions., or
154,000 soldiers, along the
4.000-kilometer (2.500-mile}
frontier. China is believed to
have as many or more. '

India and China fought a 21-
day war in 1962. In 1987, the
{wo armies came close to an-
other confrontation when
India was redeploying its
troops. Though relations have
improved since then, they
have not reached the level of
trust.

Joshi's visit is a part of con-
fidence-building steps incor-
porated into September 1993
agreement to maintain peace
along the 1962 cease-fire line.

Regular meetings between
field commanders also have
reduced border tensions, but
neither army has thinned its
troops from the front line.

China is also a major sup-
plier of missiles and other
weapons to India's archenemy
Pakistan.

-----

.........

Suha Arafat, wife of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, feeds one of her husband s Palestinian
adopted children at the PLO headquarters in Gaza City on Tuesday, Suha and Arafat made

their first public appearance together since arriving in Gaza city last week _when they wel-
comed the 50 adopted children. — AFP photo

BRIEFLY

two Pakistani diplomats who were expelled by India returned
to Pakistan on Tuesday evening from New Delhi by a'flight of
Pakistan International Airlines, Xinhua reports from
lslamabad.

First Secretary of Pakistan High Commission in India
Nasiruddin Ahmad and a staff member Afzal Bajwa were ac-
cused of spying and declared persona non grata

Afzal Bajwa who had allegedly been severely beaten by the
Indian security men is unable to walk and got out of the plane
in a wheel-chair, official news agency APP said.

UN scholarship for 4 newsmen:

Journalists from Cameroon, Algeria. Indonesia and Romania
on Tuesday were awarded a UN Correspondents Association
Scholarship to cover this year's General Assembly session,
beginning in September, Reuter reports from UN.

The four are Joseph Bannavti of the Cameroon Post,
Nacera Banslama of the Algerian Press Service, Samsudin
Berlian of Indonesia, Jakarta Post and Alexandra Andon. of
Romania,

The Dag Hamarskjold Memorial Scholarship Fund. set up
in memory of the former UN Secretary General, is designed
mainly to help Third World journalists cover annual assembly
sessions. Since its establishment in 1961, the fund has fi-
nanced 114 young working journalists from 60 countries,

Mandela honoured: soun asican president

Nelson Mandela was awarded on Tuesday with 100,000 US
dollar prize by a non-government organisation for his
leadership in Africa, Xinhua reports from London,

The London-based Hunger Project, which works to end
world hunger; said on Thursday it had chosen Mandela for its
eighth annual ‘Africa prize for leadership for the sustainable
end of hunger.

The prize was decided by an international jury headed by
former UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar.
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eagans in good health: rome
President Reagan and his wife, Nancy, left the Mayo Clinic on
Tuesday after undergoing annual medical checkups that found
both in good health, AP reports from Rochester.

Test results from the couple's examinations were all satis-
factory. said Reagan ﬁkm Kathy Bush.

Reagan. 83. said was feeling "fline, just fine," as he ar-
rived at the clinic Monday. The former president underwent
surgery at the climic in 1989 for a head injury he was believed
to have suffered during a horseback riding accident.
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Belarus president sworn in:
Alexander Lukashenko became the first president of Belarus
Wednesday. taking the oath of office with his hand resting on
the former Soviet republic's 3-month-old constitution, AP
reports from Belarus.

A fiery populist who opposed the 1991 Soviet breakup.
Lukashenko takes the helm ol a nation in near total economic
collapse.

"It is impossible to get out of this crisis without a common
purpose and without common labour,” Lukashenko, 39, said
in his briefl inaugural address at a special session of the
Supreme Soviet.

.
Colombian general slain: ...
guerillas assassinated an army general after ambushing his
car He was the highest-ranking army officer to be slain in
Cologiha 4 20 vears, AP reports from Bogota.

Tursdwy s attack was apparently part of a nationwige of-
ienisive by a coalition of rebel groups known as the Simon
Bolivar Guesilla Coordinator.

Late Tuesday night, guerilias attacked several targets in
the Bogota area. a police patrol in La Calera, 9 miles

(14 kilomeicrs) northeast of Bogota. Authorities said there
were no casualties.

BANGKOK, July 20: The
bottest topic in Bangkok in the
runup to the annual ASEAN
meeting here this week is hu-
man rights — a topic which

governor captive and rioters | appears nowhere on the offi-
clashed with police for a sec- cial ASEAN agenda. reports
ond day Tuesday in unrest | AFP. ’

sparked by protests against the Senior officials of the

Assoctation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) were

ﬁﬂ Lo Mr;-tudmt- in the midst of three-day
detained governor | preparations for the foreign
in ibadan. the capital of Oyo | ministers session. opening
state in southwestern Nigeria Friday

But their work. and the
many topics of regional inter-
est the ministers are to dis-
cuss have been overshadowed
by human rights concerns in
Myanmar and East Timor and

Myanmar's leading dissident,
Aung Sang Suu Kyi. Two days
later representatives of Myan-

JERUSALEM, July 20:
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
has banned the Palestinian
Economy "Minister” Ahmad
Korei, from Jerusalem for se-
curity reasons, an official
spokesman said, reports AFP.

Rabin rejected for security
reasons a request made in re-
cent days by Korei to visit
Jerusalem.” the spokesman
said.

He refused to say if the ban
was linked to Sunday's riots at
the checkpoint from Gaza to
Israel which left two
Palestinians dead and dozens
of Palestinians and Israelis
wounded.

However, - the authorities
have allowed Korei to visit his
family in the village of Abu Dis,
which borders East Jerusalem

Jut is technically part of the

occupied West Bank.

Korei, known as Abu Alaa,
negotiated for the PLO the
economic track of the auton-
omy agreement with Israel and

Israel bans Palestinian
minister from Jerusalem

returned to the territories last
Thursday.

Israel annexed East Jeru-
salem after capturing it in the
1967 Middle East war and
r:fuses to allow senior Pales-
tinians to visit the city without
permission,

Reuter reports: A majority
of Palestinians are optimistic
about the future after taking
over Gaza and Jericho two
months ago under a peace deal
with Israel. according to an
opinion poll published on
Tuesday. f

The Jerusalem Media and
Communications Centre
[JMCC) econducted the SUrvey
of 1.920 Palestinians in Gaza
and the West Bank in the last

week in cooperation with the

Saudi-owned London based
MBC television network.

Of those surveyed, 53 per
cent were optimistic about the
future . Palestinians following
implementation of the self-rule
deal in May. The poll showed
32 per cent w~re pessimistic

and 15 per cent had no opin-
lon.

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat .

who moved to Gaza this month
to cement the deal, also mus-
tered majority support.
JAccording to the poll 55
per cent were more confident
and optimistic since the re-
turn of Arafat and the Pales-
tinian leadership while 14 per
cent were more anxious and
pessimistic and 31 per cent
said their feelings were unch-

anged.

The survey conducted at of:

fices in main towns among
people filling out application
forms for identity cards and
other documents, showed 41
per cent backed Arafat's Fatah
organisation.

The faction with the most
support after Fatah was the ri-
val Islamic Resistance Move-
ment, Hamas which opposes
the peace deal and had the
support of 11 per cent, the
survey showed.

Tibet China's autonomous

KATHMANDU. July 20:
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian
Qichen held talks here Tue-
sday with Nepalese Prime
Minister Girija Prasad Koirala
on bilateral ties and regional
and international issues, a
Foreign Ministry sources said,
reports AFP. '

Qian arrived here Tuesday
on the latest stage of an Asian
tour for a two-day official visit
at the invitation of the
Nepalese government.

They discussed matters of

common concern during talks '

which lasted more than an
hour, Including the sensitive
subject of Tibet.

Koirala reiterated Nepal's

Nepalese pgovernment re-
garded Tibet as an autonomous
region of China.

- He assured Qian that Nepal
would not allow any anti-
Chinese activities related to
the Tibetan issue on its terri-
tory. the source said.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed the prospects of joint
industrial ventures in Nepal, a
source close to Xoirala's office
said the two leaders later held
talks alone, without aides pre-
sent.

Qian is scheduled to hold
talks today with Nepalese offi-
cials on economic cooperation
between the two states, and is

expected to sign an agreement
on economic assistance, [ol-

region, iterates Koirala

lowing up an agreement reac-
hed during King Birendra’'s
state visit to China last year.

The Chinese Foreign Mini-
ster, the first to visit Nepal in
16 years is scheduled to meet
King Birendra today.

On his arrival after a three-
day trip to India. Qian said:
"China and Nepal are amicable
neighbours linked by common
mountains and rivers and enjoy
a long standing friendship."

The Chinese government
and its people treasure this
traditional friendship. he said.

| hope this visit will help
enhance understanding and
deepen our friendship and
promote cooperation, he said.

2lance of Tibet, saying that the
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Paul Kagame (R)
— AFP photo
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One charged with
threatening to
kill Clinton
PHILADELPHIA, July 20: A
man who was said to be angry
about a gun control law and
had dozens of weapons was
charged Tuesday with threat-
ening to kill President Clinton,
reports AP. :

Paul F "Valling Jr, 46, al-
legedly told a police officer he
would like to shoot Clinton'and
Attorney General Janet Reno
“for what they have done to the
American people by trying to
take guns away from them."
court papers said.

Secret Service agent Ernest
Kun said authorities have no
evidence Walling ever came
near Clinton, who visited
Philadelphia on Friday.

Walling was charged with
threatening the president, 16
counts of illegally obtaining
weapons and interstate trans-
portation of a stolen vehicle.

Searches of his home, a van
and a New Jersey house where
he was staying, yielded about
40 weapons, all allegedly
bought illegally in the name of

Walling's dead brother. court
papers said.

560 killed in
Indian floods

NEW DELHI, July 20: At
least 560 people have died in
[loods, landslides and col-
lapsed houses since monsoon
rains hit India last month, the
Press . Trust of India (PTI) re-
ported today. says Reuter.

The agency said the worst
problems were in the western
state of Gujarat, where the

~army had been called out to

help rescue marooned people
in some areas, and in central
Madhya Pradesh.

At leaslt 125 people died in
Gujarat after being swept away
by swollen rivers or being
buried in landslides or collaps-
irg houses,

Al least 100 people died in
the western state of Maha-
rashira, PT1 said. Other high
death tolls were in the
southern states of Kerala,
where 92 died. and Karnataka.
where 59 were killed.

The rain-driven devastation,
which has also hit eastern and
northeastern states. has dam-
aged crops and destroyed or
severely darhaged tens of thou-
sands of homes.

Haitian police
raid opposition
offices

PORT-AU-PRINCE. July 20:
Police raided an opposition
coalition's offices and roughed
up- activists while the United
States belittled diplomatic ef-
forts by military rulers to end
their international isolation,
reports AP.

Firing into the air, pelice
and gunmen in civilian clothes
Tuesday raided the downtown
headquarters of K-16, roughed
up several people and arrested
at least one person, said Sen
Turneb Delpe. a coalition
spokesman. The man later was
released.

Police also used belts and
switches to control a crowd of
about 1.000 people

UN Council asks
‘Mozambicans to

demobilise troops

UNITED NATIONS, July 20:
The Security Council on
Tuesday again warned parties
in. Mozambique to demobilise
their troops and make sure
electjons were held in October
as envisaged under a peace
agreemernt to end the coun-
try's civil war, reports Reuter.

In a statement read at a
formal meeting by Council
President Jamshed Marker of
Pakistan, the 15-member body
said it could not accept delays
in demobilising forces and
forming a new Mozambican
army made up of government
troops and former rebels.

It is essential that the de-
mobilisation of all forces ts
completed by August 15 as

agreed by the parties. and that
difficulties in forming the

be addressed quickly and -Itz
flexibility. the statement said.

|

Off the Record

Deadly French kiss

TAIPEI: A Taiwan court has sentenced a prostitute to eight
and a half years in jail for what prosecutors called a deadly
French kiss in which she slipped sleeping pills down cus-
tomers, throats before robbing them, reports Reuter,

The prosecutor told the Taichung court in central Taiwan
that the prostitute, idendfied only as Lin, slipped sleeping
pills under her tongue and forced them down clients' throats
while kissing them. local newspapers said on Wednesday.

Lin stole hundreds of thousands of Taiwan dollars over two
yvears by using her "deadly French kiss,” the newspapers
quoted the prosecutor as saying.

Lin was arrested after one man realised a pill was being
forced down his throat and called police before passing out.
Police caught Lin as she was leaving the hotel with the
client's wallet, the newspapers said.

Ruling the prostitute had endangered the lives of her vic-
tims. the court sentenced her to eight and a half years in jail.

A bloody mistake

STOCKHOLM: The chief of Sweden's largest white-collar
‘trade union resigned Tuesday following a public uproar over a
visit he made to a topless club three years ago, reports AP.

Bjorn Rosengren said the visit was "a bloody mistake,” by
resigning, he said, "I have paid my debts.”

Rosengren heads the Confederation of Professional
Workers, which represents 1.3 million members. Half of
them are women.

After Rosengren's visit was revealed by the Swedish press

lasl. month, female members blasted their leader for visiting
an establishment they consider degrading to women.

The incident reflects a change of attitudes about sex in
Sweden since the 1960s, when Scandinavia was in the fore-

front of the sexual revolution.

In recent years, feminist groups have stepped up their
campaigns against pornography and prostitution. Porn shops
and cinemas for X-rated movies that were popular two
decades ago have become rare. Sex clubs are strictly regu-
lated and live-sex shows are banned.

The bar that Rosengren visited, then called "Tabu” (taboo)
but since renamed "King's Club," features semi-nude women
who entice guests to buy non-alcoholic’ drinks.

Just 52 years late

LONDON: An elderly Briton received a love letter, written
to him shortly after he married his wife during World War
Two, 52 years late, newspapers reported Wednesday, says

Reuter.

Walter Mason, 74. from Wolfreton Garth in northern
England, received the letter eight days ago but is unable to
open the letter from his wife Vera, whom he married in 1942
and who died eight years ago, because it would be too upset-

ting

ﬁm letter, which she posted from her home in the north-

ern town of Hull four months after their marriage. followed
him from one warship to another where he served as a sailor
during the war before ending up in a naval sorting office
where it lay untopched for years.

In 1986 it was forwarded to Mason's former shipmate Ray
Osgerby, but he did not pass it on as Vera had just died
Afterwards he forgot about the letter and it was only recently
that he remembered it and sent it along. :

"In the last week ['ve turned over the envelope so many
times.” Mason said. "It will contain her usual expressions of
love and kisses which kept me going through the darkest

days. It will be heartbreaking to me."

Libya won't support
IRA 'militarily'

LONDON, July 20: Libya will
never suppert the Irish
Republican Army “militarily”
again, but remains sympathetic
to its cause, an aide to Libyan
leader Moamer Gaddhafi says
in a television interview today,
reports AFP.

"We supported Ireland at
the beginning as a national lib-
eration movement. Until the
Irish people. Irish movement
or the IRA went into a bomb-
ing spree in London, then we
stopped,” said Foreign Affairs
Secretary Saad Mujber in an
interview to be broadcast on
Channel 4 today.

"We stopped because of two
reasons, moral and selfish. The
moral one is that we cannot
agree that we be helpers of
those who go out and kill peo-
ple indiscriminately ... to go to
London which is not in Ireland
and to start killing people, this
is something we can never
condone ... the selfish one is
that we have thousands of
Libyan students there (in the
UK)."

In the interview, cited by
The Independent newspaper,
he claims: "You can be certain
that at no point in time in the
future will be support the IRA
militarily.”

However Mujber, f

's envoy in Paris and

Libyans last ng
their relationship with the TRA

was bogus.

Britain has had no diplo-
matic relations with Libya
since the killing of a woman
police constable, Yvonne
Fletcher, outside the Libyan
embassy in London in 1984

Relations between Libya and
Britain have also been soured
by investigations into the 1988
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103
over Lockerbie, Scotland. in
which 270 people were killed.

Two Libyan nationals are
wanted in eonnection with the
bombing. Mujber said the two
men were prepared to stand
trial in a Scottish court in the

Hague.

Gunmen kill 7
of a SA family

JOHANNESBURG, July 20
Unknown attackers firing AK-
47 assault rifles killed seven
people at a family dinner in
Kwaulu-Natal province. police
said Wednesday. reports AP

The attack occurred
Tuesday night in Ndwedwe, a
rural town north of Durban in
the traditional Zulu homeiland
where fighting has previously
occurred between rival politi-
cal groups.

Police Maj Bala Naidoo said
the Ngcobo family was sitting
down to dinner when an un-
known number of gunmen en-
tered the home and opened
fire.

Seven people — the two
parents and five of their chil-
dren were killed, while an-
other child was injured and a
2-veay-old child was reported
miissing. he sajd.

| Human ri;hts hottest topic i

mar's ruling junta will attend
the ASEAN meeting as guests
of host Thalland.

Also on Wednesday, a re-
gional human rights seminar is
scheduled to open, focusing at-
tention on both Myanmar and
East Timor. a troubled former
Portuguese colony which
Indonesia, an ASEAN member,
invaded and annexed in the
1970s.

The Thai government has
warned Myanmar dissidents to
keep their protests in check,
and it has sought to ban for-
eign participation in the hu-
man rights seminar.

"These are not issues for
the ASEAN agenda.” a senior
official from an ASEAN country
said. "They are matters for in-
dividual members "

Deputy Foreign Minister
Surin Pitsuwan defended
Bangkok's stance Tuesday. say-
ing Thai people could choose
Lo express their opinions on
human rights issues. "but not

.o

lo damage ties with neighbour-
ing countries.”

But human rights activists
and Thailand's crusading press
saw it differently.

Organisers of the human
rights seminar said the meet-
ing would go ahead. and
participants would defy a
government requirement that
they obtain werking visas
because, they held, they were
not coming to Bangkok for
employment.

But with lesas than 24 hours
to go. organisers were still
looking for a venue after state-
run Chulalongkorn University
reconsidered its agreement (o

provide space

Meanwhile, 14 demonstra-
tors. oulnumbered by security
officials and reporters, braved
fears of arrest Tuesday to
protest outside the Myanmar
embassy against Bangkok's in-
vitatlen to the Myanmar junta.
Other protests were sched

uded.
In an editorial Tuesday, The
Nation daily regreited that
human rights concerns had
been forced to give way to the
"ASEAN spirit.,” a reference to
Foreign Minister Prasong
Soonsirf's explanation of why
Thatland had moved against
seminar participants’

‘As Prasong is ready to
shake hands with his Myanmar
counterpart Ohn Gyaw. invited
as his special guest for the
ASEAN meeting. he is making
sure that all voices of dissent
from the Myanmar will not be
heard in Bangkok.” The Nation
sabd.

Comimentaries (In The
Nation and The Bangkok Post
the past (wo days called for
ASEAN pressure on Yangon Lo
release Aung San Suu Kyl

Commentators reminded
Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai
that Non-Governmental Orga
nisations (NGOs) such as the
st minar organisers had been

instrumental in ousting the
military and installing a civilian
government in Thailand.

Chulalongkorn University
law professor Vitit Muntari-
bhorn. writing in The Nation
Tuesday. accused the Chuan
government of Irying teo
suppress the (reedom of opin-
ion and expression "by means
ol distorted local legal provi-
siorn "

This was especially regret-
table. Vitit said, "When NGOs
are trying to exercise those
rights in faith and to act
on behalf of fellow humane
whose rights are being violated
elsewhere. The latter are the
ones being killed, tortured and

maimed in not-so distant
lands."
Another report from

Washington says: US lawmak-
ers called on Secretary of State
Warren Christopher on
Tuesday to rally support at the
upcoming ASEAN meeting for
pressure on Myanmar's mili-

n runup to tomorrow's ASEAN meet

tary rulers to stop human
rights abuses and :Jmn demeo-

and association and other
gross human rights violations

The legislators said the July
25-28 post-ministerial confer-
ence (PMC) in Bangkok of
Association of Southeast

signal an important
in the interna-

tional community's relations

with Myanmar and

enhance prospects for the fu-

ture of peace and democracy

in Myanmg J said the letter.
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Fresh fighting
in Chechnya

MOSCOW. July 20: Fighting
erupted the breakaway south
ern region of Chechnya on
Wednesday after opposition
forces blew up a highway

bridge leading into the capital,
a news agency said, reports AP

The Interfax news agency
said the battle pitted gunmen
loyal to President Dsheokar
Dudayev against fighters loyal
te tion leader Rusian
Labasanov, Interfax sad.

The fighting began after
opposition forces blew up a
major highway bridge acroas
the Argun River leading into
Grozny. the capital, Interfax
sald. It said there was no in-
formation on casualties.

A clash between the same
two goups last month claimed
at least 140 lives. including
those of nearly 100 nen-com-
batants, Interfax said.

Also killed In the June
fighting was Labazanov's
brother.



