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Australia deports
12 Chinese today

CANBERRA. July 19: At
least 12 Chinese boatpeople
who were refused refugee sta-
tus in Australia will be de-
penud to the Chinese province

of Guangtong

tomorrow, re-
ports Reuter.

The Immigration Depart-
ment said lawyers for two
others — girls aged nine and
12 — plan a last appeal in the
federal court to be allowed to
stay.

The boatpeople were among
a group of 24 who arrived on
the northwesiern coast of
Ausiralia on December 5 last
year. The remaining ten have
litigation pending. an Immi-
gration Department spokes-
man said.

The spokesman said the
department planned to use
two small Australian air force
Falcon jets to fly the boatpeo-
ple to Guangzhou, the capital

of Guangdong province.
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BANGKOK. July 19: When

‘she begins her sixth year of

detention Wednesday, one of
the world's most famous polit-
ical prisoners will probably fol-
low what her husband has de-
scribed as an "austere and dis-
ciplined” regimen. reports AFP.

At her lake-side home in
Myanmar capital of Yangon.
Aung San Suu Kyi. 49, will rise
before dawn to meditate and
listen to the news on short-
wave radio. The rest of the day,
she will read. exercise and do
household chores.

- At night, she will listen to
music, She is said to prefert
classical but recently has ex-
pressed a fondness for the
reggae of the late Bob Marley.
Perhaps she will tune in to the
Norway-based opposition radio
station, the Democratic Voice
of Burma.
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Thousands of Hutus ﬂeemg into Zaire

Rebels win Rwandan war

GOMA, Zaire, July 19:
Rwanda's rebel forces have
declared victory and called a
ceasefire after more than three
months of civil war but tens of
thousands of Huto refugees are
still fleeing westwards into
Zaire, reports Reuter.

An estimated one million
refugees have crossed into the
Goma area over the:past six
days but a new crisis has de-
veloped
miles) south, where at least
100,000 Rwandans have left
the French-declared protec-

tion zone and flooded into the .

Zairean border town of Bukavu.

"It happened so suddenly
and nobody is ready. The bar-
riers are open and nobody can
stop them.” International
Committee of the Red Cross
delegate Marianne Coradzzi
said from Bukavu.

The UN World Food Progra-
mme estimated that 1.3
 milllon more Rwandans were

about 100 km (65

also heading towards Eukam
Aid agenti:s in Goma have

predicted that hundreds will

die in days in the north unless
massive amount of aids are dis-
tributed.

The Hutu are driven on by
fear of the Tutsi-dominated
rebels, virulent propaganda by
their ousted government and
by sheer hunger. The south of
Rwanda is much less fertile
than the north regularly expe-

- riences famine.

Rwanda Patriotic Fr-'nnt
(RPF) leader Paul Kagame said

in the capital Kigalli on Monday
that the RPF had won the war
and announced a ceasefire. He
made the declaration after his

forces had taken the town of

Gisenyi, close to Goma.

‘More than 120 refugees
were killed in frenzied stam-
pedes and by mortar fire just
inside Zaire on Sunday after-
noon as the battle raged.
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Chinese, Afpghan get Magsaysay:

Chinese sociol
. Samar have hacn named the

I Xiaotong and Afghan doctor Sima
Joint winners of the 1994 Ramon

Magsaysay Award for community leadership, the Philippines-
based award foundation said Tuesday. AFP reports from

Manila.

The foundation's decision marked the first time for a
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Myanmar's pro-democracy
movement and winner of the
1991 Nobel Peace Prize, was
arrested on July 20, 1989 un-
der a law safeguarding the
state from 'nuhvera!vt ele-
ments.’

Foremost among her ad-
mirers are the millions of
Myanmar people who oppose
the country's military junta.
Fearful of official surveillance,
the residents of Yangon refer
to her in whispers as "The
Lady.”

"She stands for all Myanmar
people,” said Nyen Aung. a
Myanmar student who demon-
strated Tuesday in front of the
Myanmar Embassy in Bangkok.

Suu Kyi, daughter of thl:
country’s founding father, Gen
Aung. San, who was assassi-
nated in the run-up to inde-
pendence in 1948, has
in stature as she stoically waits

for the junta to deliver on
promises of restoring democ-.
8y,

In one of her very few qgp-
portunities to speak out pub-
licly ear]!cr this year. Shf‘ ahsu-

lutely rejected the govern-
ment's longstanding offér to.
free her if she went into exile.

"The concept of driving

International

Suu Kyi begins her sixth

out of their own
muntry' is totally unacceptable
to me." she said. "They have
tried to pressure me to leave
the country in ways that no
self—r:apecting government
should try.” -

In 1990, her National
League for Democracy won a
landslide election victory, but
the military nullified the re-
sults and cracked down on op-
ponent. Restoration of civilian
rule, the junta says, will have
to await the drafting of a new
constitution, which is
proceeding at a leisurely pace
under the junt's close
supervision. '

The junta knows how popu-
lar she is and fears her for it.
The guidelines for a draft
constitution contain clauses
aimed at barring Suu Kyi from
hiolding office, mostly on the
basis of her being married to a

A policeman tries to prevent people from approaching the site of an earher e:plusmn that
destroyed a seven-storey building housing the Jewish Mutual Association of Argentina on

Munday

— AFP phﬂtu

foreigner,

She was arrested when the
Junta, which took power in
September 1988 after bloodily
suppressing pro-democracy
street demonstrations, said
she had tried to inspire hatred
of the military,

The de.ention law then in
effect suggested that without
trial, Suu Kyi could be held for
a4 maximum of three years, un-
til July 1992.

In: 1991, the law was
amended to extend the maxi-
mum detention period to five
years, which would have meant
her release this year. But in
February, a Myanmar intelli-
gence official explained that
Suu Kyi's first year of house ar-
rest had actually been an
"arrestperiod.” which would
not coumnt toward the maxi-
mum detention period speci-

fied by law,

srael blames
Hezbollah for
rgentine blast

SALEM, July 19:
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
on Tuesday blamed Islamic
militants 'sponsored by Iran for
the Buenos Aires bombing at-
tack and called on the world to
join forces "to strike at thia
viper and crush its skull,”
ports AP.

Rabin singled out Hezbollah,
an Iranian-sponsored group of
Shiite Muslim extremists op-
erating in Lebanon for the
bombing that levelled a seven-
story building housing two
Jewish groups in downtown
Buenos Aires on Monday.

Rabin said Israel's intelli-
gence services had received
warnings that Hezbollah was
seeking revenge for "the blows
it had suffered by the Israeli
army in Lebanon." ‘

- But he said that despite the
vrarnings, it was impossible to
Fredict where extremists
might strike.

In 1992, the junta slig
eased r:nnditiuns of her deten:
tion. allowing her regular visiis
by her British husband, Oxford
don Michael Aris, and her two
sons. Earlier this month, they
had their ninth family reunion
since she was arrested.

In February this year, the
junta allowed US Ren Bill
Richardson. accompanied by
and aide, a UN official, and an
American reporter, to see her.
They were her first non-family
guests during her detention.

After six hours of meeting,
Richardson came away praising
her as "a woman of passion and
commitment ,.. who stands for
the best ideals of democracy.”

Suu Kyi told them of her re-
lationship with her jailers:
"Whatever they do to me, that's
between them and me: | can
take it. What's more important

is what Lh are do to the
count; il e
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1 year of detention toda

‘Son of US Surgeon
‘General convicted
of selling drugs

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. July 19:
Prosecutors want a minimum
10-year senience jfor Surgeon
General Joycelyn Elders' son.
who was convicted of selling

275 dollars werth of cocaine to

an undercover officer, reports

A judge rejecied Kevin
Elders’ entrapment claim
Monday. Elders said the in-
formant who set up the drug
deal had threatened to expose
his drug habit and embarrass
his mother during Senate con-
firrnation hearings.

“This is not a case about Dr
Elders,” Deputy Prosecutor
Chris Palmer said at the non-
jury trial. "It's a case about her
son, who in this case is an ad-
mitted drug user and a person
who needs some help, and a
person who was a dealer in

AFP.

Chinese national or an Afghan to receive the award, which is
considered Asia's equivalent of the Nobel Prize. The
Magsaysay award is named for a popular Philippine president
whn died in an airplane crash in 1957 and is granted in five

Iran threatens to sue a German:

Tehran on Monday threatened to sue a German engineer who
said he was beaten during five years imprisonment in Iran to
make him confess to being a spy, AP reports from Nicosia.

The Islamic Republic News Agency said the Iranian judi-
clary issued a statement "refuting the contradictory remarks
by" the former prisoner, Helmut Szimkus.

IRNA said that Szimkus, "apparently influenced by the
Zionists. has launched some baseless allegations against Iran.”

o
Pe in Sofia: us pefence Secretary Willlam
Perry flew Into Sofia Monday to discuss the conflict in
ng former Yugoslavia and sign a memorandum on

bilateral defence cooperation, Reuter reports from Sofia.

The visit is s second stop oneg a week-long tour of
nine states in the Balkans and southern Europe.

His agenda includes meelings with Bulgarian Foreign
Minister Stanislav Daskalov, Defence Minister Valentin
Alexandrov and President Z.hcl Zhelev.

2 Sikhs killed in Kashmir : maia-

police killed two Sikh militants they suspected of setting off a
bomb in the northern state of Jammu and Kashmir that killed
six people. the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported on
Monday, Reuter says from New Delhi.

A Muslim Kashmiri group was earlier reported to have
claimed responsibility for Saturday s bomb, which exploded In
Jammu, the predominantly Hindu winter capital of Jammu
and Kashmir._

PT1 quoted senior policeman A K Suri as saying Santokh
and Manvir Sing were killed trying to escape early Monday
after police surromnded their hide-out in Jammu following a

Somalians free 11 peacekeepers:

Eleven UN peacekeepers kidnapped in an ambush in
Mogadishu have been released and the bodies of two other
have been handed over to UN authorities. a
said Monday. Reuter reports from United Nations.

The UN spokesman confirmed in a statement that a three-
vehicle reconnaissance party of peacekeepers had been am-
bushed in the Somali capital earlier Monday.

Two Malaysians were killed and two Malaysians wounded,
one critically during the incident. the statement said. The
ambushed party was composed of three I[talians nine

and one New Zealander, it added

-
to set up geostatlcs centre :
india will ‘set up a geostatistics centre in Hyderabad the
capital of south Indian state of Andhra Pradesh with fresh
assistance and technical know-how, the French ambassador
to india Philippe Petil said. Xinhua reports from New Delhi

Inaugurating a workshop on geostatistics in Hyderabad on
Monday the ambassador sail that France would share iis
technological expertise in the mining sector o boost bilateral
Ues

New Ukrainian

president sworn in |

KIEV. July 19 Leonid
Kuchma. with one hand on the
Bible and the oither on the
constitution, took the oath of
office in parliament today to
become the second president
of post-Soviet Ukraine. reports
Reuter

Kuchma. 55. won a decisive
victory over incumbent Leonid

Kravwchuk on a platform stress- |

ing economic reforms and
ties with Russia

left the parfiament
for the nearby presi
palace for a pa-
. He was then to procesd
l.r”-l‘lt'llull residence Lo
the first constitu-
ansfer of power
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GAZA CITY, July 19: They
call her the First Lady of
Palestine. They also call her

When she walks into a
room, crowds’ her such a
tumultuous welcome that even
Yasser Arafat has to stop

speaking until the applause
dies down

intissar al-Wazir, the only
woman in the Palestinian
Cabinet and widow of a PLO
military chief assassinated by
lsrael in 1988 wants L0 use
her popularity to take on this
male- dominated society and
push for egqual rights legisia
tom

Kashlmr militants threaten |

to kill Hindu pilgrims

SRINAGAR. July 19: Muslim
guerfllas Tuesday threatened
to kill Hindu pilgrims if they
attempt an annual pilgrimage
to a Himalayan shrine in the
disputed state of Kashmir, re-
ports AP,

An advertisement in "The
Srinagar Times," by Harkat al-
Ansar, a pro-Pakistan guerilla

| group, ,also warned Muslim

hoteliers and tourist agents
not to help the Hindu devo-
lees.

Government officials have
refused to make arrangements
for the 20,000 pilgrims who
come annually, despite assur-
ances of police protection, a
senior official said on condi-

tion of anonymity.

This was the first time that
the guerillas have threatened
the pilgrimage since they be-
gan a violent revolt four years
ago for independence from
India for Jammu-Kashmir, its
only Muslim-majority state.
More than 9.400 people have
been killed,

Chanting
Shiva,"

"Praise Lord
Hindu devotees walk

-— e

for two days or ride ponies
along a precipitous 25-kilome-
tre (15<mile) r~urse from Pa-
halgam, 80-kilometre [(50-mi-
le)} south of Srinagar, through
mountain valleys to the 4,000-

metre-high (13,000- fm-high}

Amamath eaves.

" A Hindm priest, who was
among the first pilgrims to
reach Anantnag town on the
way to Pahalgam, was killed
over the weekend by militants

'as a warning to pilgrims, local
newspaper

s reported.
Guerillas also shot and
killed a policeman assigned to
help Hindu pilgrims. No group
claimed responsibility for the
killing.

Last week, annthﬂ group, . .

the Jamait ul-Mujahideen,
claimed responsibility for a
bomb blast that killed six
Hindus in the city of Jammu,
also as was a warning to pil-
grims.

Last month. guerillas of
Harkat al-Ansar the group kid-
na two British hiders near
Pahalgam, but freed them un-
harmed after 17 days.

An earlier Delhi report said:

Relatives of a top government
minister escaped unhurt Mon-
day after suspected Muslim
rebels fired a rocket at their
house in Jammu-Kashmir sta-
te.

No one was hurt when the
rogket - into the house
of Gulam Ahmed Dev in capital
Srinagar after midnight. The
Dev family was watching the

World Cup soccer finals in an-.,

other room.,

Three rooms in the hbuse
were damaged, news agencies
reported. Dev is the father in
law of Ghulam Nabi Azad, the
federal government minister of
civil aviation.

No group claimed respon-
sibility for the attack. Detalls
were sketchy.

United News of India said
the attack could be viewed as a
stepping up of militant activity
following Kashmir Gov Krishna
Rao's recent announcement
that elections might be held in"
the state in three months.

India’'s federal government
now controls the administra-
tion in the state.

This Hay 1969 NASA photo shows Apollo 11 astronauts Neil A Armstrong

MMmmumryuftheApoﬂu llmunnlnndmgmtndly

(L), commander,
Michael Collins (C) command module pilot, and Edwin E Aldrin Jr (R) lunar module pilot.

— AFP photo

Political crisis
in Nigeria
deepens

LAGOS, July 19: Nigeria's
political crisis deepened with
the killing of several people in
pro-democracy protests and a
pledge by oil unions to con-
tinue a crippling strike against
military rule, reports Reuter.

The campaign for democ-
racy (CD] pressure gfoup said
at least 20 people were killed
in Lagos, Nigeria's biggest city,
during protests on Monday to
demand that military ruler
G&ncral Sani Abacha surrender
power 'to detained politician
Moshood Abiola.

There was no official con-
firmation of the deaths.

Independent witnesses said

they saw bodies in at least two

locations in Lagos, a sprawling
city of six mildon people.

Wariebi Agamene, President
of the junior oil workers' union
Nupeng, which launched the
strike three weeks ago, said he
personally saw several bodies
on the street on Monday.

"It was gruesome and it
worsens the chances of set-
tling this crisis.” he told Reu-

ters, adding the strikc would
continue.

Mitterrand well
enough to carry
out duties

PARIS, July 19: French
President Francois Mitterrand
was recovering from prostate
‘surgery today and well
to carry out his presidential
duties from his hospital bed,
officials said, reports Reuter.

The surgery was a success
and there was no need to ap-
point an interim head of state,
the officials said.

Mitterrand, whoe at 77 is
months away from the end of
his second seVen-year term as
France's head of state, had a
successful operation to remove
A prostate obstruction on
Monday at Cochin Hospital in
Paris., his personal physician
said.

Nearly two years ago he un-
derwent surgery to remove a

 prostate cancer.

Monday's operation was
planned some time ago and
Prime Minister Edouard Balla-
dur was notified last week,

| officials said.

"Now that ‘theres a
Palestinian government, [ will
work hard to make sure that
women get egqual rights and
justice,” she said in a recent
interview at her Gaza City
home.

"We will regulate these
islamic laws in a way that will
protect women,” Arafat, the
PLO chajrman, has promised
to create a government de-
partment for women's affairs
sald al-Wazir. who is better
known as Umm Jihad. or
mother of the holy war *

Al-Wazir serves as Minister
of Secial Affairs in the
Palestinian National Authority
the 20-member autonomy gov

ernment. So far, she has been
visiting hospitals, humanitarian
organisations, orphanages and
centres for the handicapped to
see how services can be im-
proved.

She plans to incorporate
into the ministry an organisa-
tion she founded in 1966 to
help the families of victims of
the armed struggle against
Israel.

Her most immediate prob
lem is lack of funds. She said
she needs 5.5 million dollars a
month just for her organisa
tion, which serves thousands
of families. Al-Wazir said she
will seek financial guarantees
for divoroed women. who usu

ally are simply cast away by
their husbands. and for women
whose husbands take more
than one wife. She also will
propose a ban on early mar-
riages. another measure (O
protect Palestinian women

Her proposals are almost
revolutionary in the patriarchal
society of Gaza, where men
demand complete obedience
from women and where social
workers say wife-beating (s
COMIMOon

In many low ineome areas
of Gaza and in refugee camps,
girls are underedugated and
are usually married off In their
rarly teens

A short: plump woman with

Intissar al-Wazir is 'mama’ and First Lady of Palestmums

an engaging smile, the B53-
year-old al-Wagir started her
political life in 1959 when she
became the first woman to join
Arafat's mainstream Fatah
guerilla group, the largest fac-
tion in the Palestine Liberation
Organisation:

In 1962 she married her
cousin, Khalil al-Wazir. and
moved with him from Gaza to
Kuwait. With five children, she
also ltved in Algeria, Lebanon,
Syria. Jordan. Iraq and Tunis.
Throughout, she remained an
active member of Fatah

Khalil al Wazr . a-PLO mili-
tary chiel, was assassinated by
Israell commandos in 1988

; this case.”

Off the Record

NEW DELHI: India's bandit queen, freed after 11 years in
jail, has quietly married and slipped into domesticity, a news
agency reported Tuesday. says AP.

Phoolan Devi .disclosedf™
her recent marriage to her}
sister's ex-husband, & real es-| s 4
tate financier, in an interview :

with the United News of
India. |
" The 37-year-old-farmer's

daughter has 'moved into a
three-bedroom t in
an upscale New Delhi neigh-
bourhood with her husband.|
Umer Singh, 32, and several |
relatives. The apartment was
rented by the French pub-
lisher of her biography, the

Devi was jailed without |
trial on 70 counts of extor-
tion, kidmppmg and murder. -
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avenge the death of her loverf ==
and her own lorture made
her a heroine of India's poor.f
shown at international m e
festivals this year. ' A

Freed flve months ago, the bandit who rode horses with a
rifle slung over her shoulders now frequents beauty parlours
to have her hair styled and dresses in feminine pink. United
News said. |

But she still wants her gun back to defend herseif m
the relatives of her victims. "There are people who want me
dead."” she said.

Her police guard was withdrawn this month, the agenmcy
said. mwmmmiadfnramm:my a ‘Weapon.

“H they réfuse, 1 shall go to court.” she said.

Tune in to see live performances

SINGAPORE: Thousands of Singapore residents have
something new to watch on television: they are tuning infto
see live performances inside elevators of their apartments,
reports AP,

As part of an experiment to deter criminals -and vandals,
the government has installed closed circuit television in ele-
vators in 21 multistory apartments. The pictures are fed to
hundreds of homes around-the-clock.

The project. launched in 1992 in three blocks, was ex-
panded this month to 18 more buildings in government-buiit
housing estates. the newspaper Straits Times reported
Tuesday.

But in a country with one of the lowest crime rates in the
world, the candid camera rarely catches mischief in progress.

Instead, some residents use it for entertainment, 'Lht:
newspaper said.

"My parents find it funny to watch ther bours scratch-
ing themselves in the lift." it quoted Koh Tak Yan, 12, as say-
ing. s

"Semetimes children make faces at the camera.,” she

Rosanna Della Corte

A December 1992 file photo showing .
62. who gave birth to a baby boy on Monday after having a
donor's fertilised eggs implanted. Della Corte, from the cen-
-tral Italian town of Canine, is described in Italy as the oldest

mother in the world. — AFP photo

| 12 Tamils killed
in fightings

He had been known as Abu
Jihad, Father of the Holy War,
as the architect of the
Palestinian uprising against
Israeli military occupation.

Women stream into al-
waflr's one-story house daily to
congratulate her on her re-
turn, ask for assistance or just
to meet the wife of their idel.
Abu Jihad.

"l feel sad that Abu Jihad is
riot here with me on the land
of Palestine and cannot feel all
the love that people have for
him,” she sald. "But | know his
spirit is hovering over us, and
Im sure he sees and he ap-
proves.”

COLOMBO. July 19: At least

!IETluulrrbﬂnmuuedm

fightthgs between the govern-
ment lorces and the armed
members of the Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
in the northeast during the
last two days, according to mil-
itary sources, reports Xinhua
The Tamil rebels suffered
their worst sethack in the
northern Island of Mannar
when an aireraft of the Sri

| Lankan air force on routine pa-

trol on Sunday destroyed a ve-
hicle canying a group of Tamil
Ngers and at least 10 Tigers
were killed, the sources said.
Security forces also shot

dead one rebels.



