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Foreign Relations: BNP'
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Bancladesh is a small-sized big

nation with

that just as success in Lhe
conduct of external relations
attracts admiring attention

billed as a great victory, a his’
toric achievement. Have we. as
a result of the speech, gol even

these years have we been able

to improve upon what he

achieved? The developments

Star's question about our role
in global affairs, the Foreign
Minister could only refer to

opposition party more than the
assignment of these killers to
key diplomatic posts

ernment's inept handling of
the Rohingya refugee problem
More than three years have

: passed and yet the Foreign
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that combine to pull down all known ideals of ed-

embarrassment and humilia

answert

is certainly necessary for a so-

for peace keeping operations

joys certain privileges and

asking the UNHCR to expe

. : dite the process ™ [t was he
neatiot: as also the nation itself. One of the latest | .., of the FAO election One cannot seek a solution  lution of the problem. but it is The point about NPT intrigued ;‘g‘;‘:}:;‘“- ::I'h a{;ﬂ?}‘:’::[’ii w*h"; wmpt NI
'ln_nﬂ\dunn:-‘- i that expon:ntially increasing bOd}' episode when our candidate of a problem both bilaterally basically a domestic problem of me. As far as | 1rt£'ﬂlcll. tl:)ia el G the problem single handedly
of educational changes has been the National |for the post of Director- and multilaterally at the same Bangladesh It is good to see treaty was signe y :

University. It has certainly taken away one of the
worst headaches of our existing general universi-
ties — assessing students they do not teach, 1.27
lakh for the 92-94 session, to wit. This comes not

only as a relief for those universities but also re-

General geot only two out of
|68 votes? How much ol the
tax payers money did the gov-
ernment spend for canvassing?
No., Mr Foreign Minister. such
failures are neither "silent” nor

time. Bilateral negotiations are
essentially based on mutuality
of interests and a sense of
trust between the (wo
countries. multilateral negotia
tions. on the other hand. are

that the issue is being ad-
dressed seriously

On our relations with
Pakistan the Foreign Minister

Bangladesh in 1980. Is the
Foreign Minister claiming
credit for what was done some
fourteen years ago? As regards

ceive or see-off the Leader of
the Opposition on her foreign
visits, Such gestures, [ am led
to believe, would bring swift
retrtbution upon the hapless
envoys. As a former ambas-

with the cooperation of the
fellow military officers in
charge there But after signing
the agreement with Myanmar
he soon found out that he has
been taken up the.garden path.
A bad situation was made

A ble” Th ¢ f ; & sador and foreign secretary it
moves chances of unfair practices by the asses- invisible”. They scream out for  successful only when the 0 . gives me no pleasure to write Wworse by antagonising the
attention. Notwithstanding the opinion of a significant number about this issue but to mind UNHCR. In the end the
sors. Examiners teaching in the universities know partisan use of the news me- of countries involved is . my

their pupils at first hand and this was always
feared to have weighed heavily against candidates

appearing from faceless mofussil colleges.
It may, however, quite well be a case of trans-

ferred unfairness if the imprimatur of the
National University comes to mean substandard
quality not exclusively for the fault of the bearer

of its degree but more likely because of a welter

of factors related with the conduct of this all-ex-
amination university. This should imply that in

order to justify its founding and continued exis-

tence, the National University must do far more

than merely conduct examinations.

For the National University to earn respect and
claim the students of its constituent colleges as
its own. it must follow a minimum regimen but

with all the care in the world.

One, it must hire and/or groom talented and
dedicated teachers preferably of international
standard in order that they keep on visiting and
lecturing the nearly 600 colleges round the year.
of 200 or more select teachers should
be multi-discipline personalities ¢arrying quality

This

to the colleges and infusing them with the high-
est ideals of liberal and scientific education.

Two, the National University must supervise
and monitor education imparted in its colleges as

is not done in the other universities.
Three, it must apply very stringent requireme-

nts and high educational-cum-managerial -yards-
fy before they are
taken into the fold. As a corollary of this the uni-

versity should exercise power to disqualify colle-

ticks for the colleges to satis

ges failing to keep to the university
“The

the NU would sincerely exert to become a true

s standards.

university — already the biggest and potentially

suggestions are-made with the hope that

dia, particularly the television
and the radio. people do no-
tice such glaring examples of
failed efforts which tarnish the
image of the country.
"Friendship towards all and
enmity towards none.” This,
according to the Foreign
Minister, is the cornerstone of
our foreign policy. This is what
Bangabandhu declared in 1972
to be the basis of our foreign
policy. But how has this broad
policy guideline been imple-
menied by the BNFP govern-
ment during the last three and
a half years? The Foreign
Minister said he adopted two
strategies, one for our neigh-
bours and the other for Muslim
countries. What about our
other good friends, the donor
countries or the
Commonwealth or the Non-
Aligned Movement? Anyway.
let us look at the government's
performance in shaping our
relations with the neighbour-
ing countries. As regards India.
he said that his strategy was to
take a "bilateral approach to-
wards our problems with
India.” Fair enough. But then

N Butirski street in
heart of Moscow. a cro-
wed of angry people

O

stand near a grey office block,
demanding that Lenin give
them their money back.

But the curses of the
Muscovites, most of the pen-
sioners, are not aimed at the
Father of Soviet Communism.
» Rather, they are meant for the

favourable to a particular cause
In fact it is the complex Inter-
play of many forces which de-
termine the outcome of a mul-
tilateral diplomatic effort. |
presume the Foreign Minister
knows all this but the UN
speech was made entirely for
domestic eonsumption.
Indeed, such a fruitiess step
was taken purely for partisan
propaganda purposes. The
question of equitable sharing of
the waters of the international
rivers between Bangladesh and
India is such a serious issue
that it is unpardonable to play
with this problem for short
term partisan gains, If the gov:
ernment has reached an im-
passe due to India's lack of po-
litical will, as the Foreign
Minister alleges, what is the
government doing about it?
Should they just sit and. wring
their hands, moaning help-
lessly about the non-respon-
siveness of India? The people
have a right to know the facts
of the situation. They want ef-
fective diplomatic steps to re-
solve the issue. Vague accusa-
tions will not satisfy them.

| by Shab AMS Kibria —

Jssaid that "Our Pri'me Minister

visited Pakistan to solve the
problem of assets and liabili-
ties and the gquestion of
stranded Pakistanis.” What a
pleasant surprise! Did she suc-
ceed? Was there any progress
in the matter of sharing of as-
sets and liabilities? As far as |
am aware the last meeting on
the subject was held in Dhaka
in 1980 at the level of Foreign
Secretaries and there has been
no progress since then. [ hope
the Foreign Minister realises
that such statements do not
add to the credibility of the
government. If there was no
progress he ought to say so
and give the reasons for the
lack of progress. The manner
in which the question of repa-
triation of the stranded
Pakistanis was handled has fur-
ther eroded the credibility of
the government. One plane-
load of families was indeed
sent to Pakistan but the public-
ity given to the event seemed
to suggest that tens of thou-
sands were sent back. The

deployment of troops for peace
keeping operations of the UN,
it is certainly a very honourabie
task but it has little to do with
foreign policy success.
Countries which do not have
any partisan interest in a con-
flict and are willing and able to
provide troops are usually re-
quested to join in these opera-
tions. | am very pleased that
our troops have given a good
account of themselves and that
they are involved in several
peace keeping operations. But
this is hardly a foreign policy
victory that ohe can write
home about.

When questioned about the
role of the Opposition in for-
eign policy matters, the minis-
ter launched into a harangue
on 'hartals’ as if this is his an-
swer to the question. The
Opposition can play a role in
this important field only if
there is scope for free and full
debates on foreign policy is-
sues in the Parliament. But was
that the situation in the
Bangladesh Parliament? The

these practices speak volumes
about the attitude of the BNP
government towards  the
Opposition. | am not surprised
that the Foreign Minister
avolded a proper answer and
instead digressed into irreie-
vant issues.

After a couple of abortive
attempts a SAARC sumumit ses.
sion was indeed held last year
but concrete progress has
been meagre. All these meet-
ings and feel-good speeches
about poverty alleviation are
fine but is anything happening
on the ground? SAPTA is a
good beginning but only a be-
ginning because in its present
form it is almosi toothless. |
agree with Mr Mustafizur
Rahman that such regional
groupings need a long gesta-
tion period but the peopie
must be wondering, how long?
The fundamental factor
inhibiting progress is a lack of
understanding and trust. Major
bilateral issues between India
and Pakistan, and the gquestion
of water-sharing between India
and Bangladesh remain unre-
solved. Moreover, the power

Foreign Minister had to eat the
humble pie and bring the

UNHCR back into the centre of
the repatriation operation. It is

saddening to think that the .
Rohingya problem is still fes-

tering essentially because of

the poor handling of the issue

by_the BNP government.

A review of the foreign ppl-
icy performance of the present
government leaves us with the
unhappy feeling that the
Foreign Minister's remark was
probably prompted by the ab-
sence of any significant
achievement. The BNP gov-
ernment has failed to revive
the economy, restore law and
order and a sense of Security.
curb the terrorists on the
campuses, prevent the erosion
of order and discipline in the
administration or widespread
corruption. In this long litany
df failures the record of the
government in the field of for-
eign affairs is certainly mpost
depressing. Il the Foreign
Minister thinks that the peo-
ple will be satisfied with
"invisible” successes, he is
sadly mistaken. '

Russia : Capitalism 1s Cruel

vantage of the widespread con-
fusion and distrust in official-
dom.

Indeed, Moscow has been
rocked by a series of big confi-
dence tricks in recent weeks.

Four years after perestroika brought down
the Soviet Union, Russians are finding out
the hard way that capitalism can be cruel.
Alexei Grammaitch¥kov of Inter Press

thing because such activity is
strictly speaking not illegal.”
her major factor is that
ma Russians have yet te
cauin{;ln the new realities sur-
rou g them. Says Ryabikin:

Comments lawyer German
ivantsov. who hefds the
Society for Defence of in-
vestors: "These people have
been trapped.”

Indeed. government
spokesmen have warned.that
the rising number of cases of
investment scams are denting
the image of market Tef6rms
in Russia and could lead to-a
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The rise of the coaching

all this.

A Wonder Fertilizer

Seldom do we have an occasion to celebrate an
by our local scientists
and researchers. Even when there is one on a

nd scale. we do not know how to accept it.
t any suchy
invention at home. But when it has received for-
eign recognition., few can match the belated zeal
and appreciative outpourings over the achieve-

, there is an
even more important task that has o be per-

invention or a discovery

cism and disbelief are what

ment. But the public response a

ted sal - ting on the condolence tardly murders of August 15th,

_ - of my entire family. We wanted again mostly pensioners, an- regulated by Russian, law, Jeav The Moscow police has reg- | PoF Y

formed by the gcwcmment. All the grw_crluu{,plts (0 protect our Yney from in- nual interest rates of up to ing authorities unable to con-  jgtered about 600 such cases meeting of Jahanara Imam. 1975, this cuur}try is _hetng
— without exception — have routinely appealed o | fation." trol them. The Central Bank The caption reads like this. ruled by forces insensitive to

the researchers and scientists for app
faculties for home- invention and advancc-
ment of knowledge. Surprisingly

posed enough fai
ve failed to do.

centres and teachers
minting money outside of the classroom, guide-
books and similar devices, objective questions
and question-banks etc made education flee this
country as if it were plague-ridden. Let the
National University be a beginning of a change in

ng their

_ none has re-
in the scientists' abilities to
Eﬂtﬂt things others in the advanced countrics

investing them in Lenin, which
had promised monthly returns
of 25 per cent in roubles and
' six percent in hard currency,

But now Lenin's doors are
shut. its staff gone. And four
years after peresiroika brought
down the Soviet Union. the
people lefll standing outside
investment firm's oflices are
finding out that capitalism and
freedom can be cruel.

"We have been robbed,” says
Galina Romanova, a former sci-
entist who had invested her
US$750 worth of savings in
Lenin.

Adds Ekaterina,” who is 65
and claimg to have plunked
down US$1.00: "It seems that
we had been deceived like
naive sheep. These are savings

Bul a growing number of
peuple here say it seems they
necid to be protected more
froin Lthe increasing number of
swindlers swarming across the
Russian capital and taking ad-

Lthey placed advertisements in
Moscow newspapers and on
television, promising 500 per
cent returns on investment in
roubles. o

Police now say the duo
swindled about 3,000 investors
out of more than two billion
roubles (more than US$1 mil-
lion). They were caught and
arrested while g to con-
vert the roubles into dollars
and smuggle their haul abroad.

Meanwhile, it took the

Nezavisimy Neftyanoi Kontzern

(Independent Oil Concern)
around three months to cheat
24,000 people of more than
50 billion roubles {over US$26
million).

They promised investors,

1,010 per cent or 75 per cent
a month. All 11 of the firm's
offices shut down in the
middle of April when about,
1,000 . furious investors
demonstrated ' outside the

and some US$8 million, came
to public attention when Iin-
vestors went to the police after
discovering the company's four
Moscow offices suddenly
closed. Police have detained
the company's co-owner while
his partner femains at large in
Latvia. The bulk of the money
has yet to be traced.

“These confidence tricks
are only a beginming says
Sergei Ryabikin, a spokesman
for the Russian Central Bank.

"We expect a sharp growth in
such cases. At the moment this
sort of business is a goldmine
for swindlers.”

Such financial operations
are neither prohibited nor

has a list of 20 of the biggest
"investment” companies that
are using legal loopholes to set
up their operations, failing to
apply for a licence from the

Central Bank and registering

dividends which are promised
by these companies,” says
Ryabikin. Yet dozens of adver-
tisements tempt Russians to
invest their savings with vari-
ous funds promising annual re-
turns ranging form 800 to
1,000 per cent.

"People trust them." says
Moscow police spokesman
Vladimir Vershkov, explaining
that the racketeers usually re-
sort to the pyramid principle:
first fulfilling their promises
and attracting more money.

"When the scam reaches its
peak, that is when it becomes
time to pay large dividends.
They convert the money,
transfer it abroad and disap-

pear.

on investment frauds this year,
far more than
Vershkov says the hands of au-
thorities are tied by Russian
law. He adds, "Until a swindler
does closes his office down; it

§ OPINION

last year.

somebody will assume respon-
sibility for their decisions, that
the state will fuss over them,”
he adds. ."These sad lessons
are the only way for people to
learn about a free market
economy.”

people to be aware of different
commercial structures. He is
trying to organise seminars
and awareness drives:"We live
in a brutal society and if we do
not unite, we will be trampled
on.

Views are personal. news
sacred Walter Lipmann would
probably have turned in his
grave reading the distorted
news caption given by the staff
correspondent of The Daily
Star in its issue of July 7, re-

"We sat with Jamaat to save
democraey.’ N
] was myself present at this

A Distorted Heading
Ali

Sikandar

condolence meeting held at

Suhrawardy Udyan. I strained
my memory but [ could not

Daily of the same day only to |
apprise the valued readership
of the esteemed journal ‘The

It is very clear in my mind
that the caption confused, the
eaders. Following the das-

the growth of democracy and
democratic institutions. The
present government, in the
guise of democracy, has estab-
lished the most autocratic and
irresponsible form of govern-

Moscow Cily Council head- is almost impossible to do any-
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ment. It has hardly any ac-
countability and transparency
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scientists have to go abroad to invent something
of high value in foreign laboratories. Dr Abdul
Khaleque is one such genius who has come up
with a wonder fertilizer after years of research in

the laboratory of the London University. Merci-
fully though his is an invention that has been

brought about entirely keeping in mind the Bang-
ladesh situation. Sarna under which brand name
the fertilizer has already been marketed in a
limited amount and used in an irrigationl project
on a trial basis, comes at a time when the utility
of the chemical fertilizers has been widely ques-
tioned throughout the globe.

According to reports received so far, the fertil-
izer, unlike its chemical counte . leaves vir-
tually no adverse effects on soil. As a photo-hor-
mone inducer, the fertilizér invented by Dr
Khaleque enhances the soil fertility in a natural
way. The idea is that the soil has enough natural
-and biological fertilizer conserved in it. Only a
small amount of micro-nutrient can stimulate the
otherwise ineffective fertilizer conserved in the
soil. So s in scientific terms it is a break-
through no doubt. How the natural inducer will
benefit the country thrﬂth retaining the soil
quality and boosting agricultural production is to
be eagerly awaited.

Yet another plus point is that the fertilizer is
highly competitive in price. Where several
maunds of chemical fertilizer are necessary for
augmenting the soil fertility, there is need for
only a few grams of Sarna fertilizer there. The
comparable costs between chemical fertilizer and
sarna for cultivation of a bi of land have been
estimated as Tk 700 and Tk 90 respectively.
Unless the new variety of fertilizer proves
otherwise unsatisfactory over the years, it is goi
to change the country's a%riculture beyon
recognition — and certainly for the better. We

hope the country takes the full advantage of this
phenomenal invention.

the people

Sir, Our opposition pasties -
have boycotted the Jatiya
Sangsad on the issue of care-
taker government. But it
seems the opposition party
members are hardly aware of
the more vital opinions of the
ordinary voters whom they
represent in the Jatiya
Sangsad. People in Bangladesh
are confronting more serious
problems like lawlessness,
fundamentalism, farm load-
shedding etc, etc. The opposi-
tion parties apparently are in-
terested in coming to power
by any means, paying in the
process, least attention to the
actual grievances of the people.
Common people have little in-
terest in issues like caretaker
government or the trial of
those who betrayed the nation
23 yrs ago or even Prime
Minister's expenses.

The opposition should
come forward with solutions to
the problems — the common
people are facing today. If the
present situation continues the
democratic institutions may
fail to produce any good re-
sults.

The party in power has also
adepted squint eye policy to
the problems of common man.

Our Finance Minister is sup-
posed to be fully aware of the
problems of cormmonman but
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he. perhaps very cautiously.
avoids to come face to face
with theseé problems.

Last of all. may | request
both the party in power and
the opposition not to battle for
power but to unite on one
peint — alleviate the sufferings
of commonman.

Ahmed Kabir Choudhury
136/ Housing Estate, Sylhet.

"Woman-bashing
must Stop"

Sir, Thank you for your edi-
torial "Woman-bashing must
Stop’. published on July 9,
1994. It is welcome from
someone in the male domain.

It is very sad and terrifying
that in the single year 1993,
six thousand women have lost
their lives tragically and for
most of the cases males are re-
sponsible. It seems that the
number of deaths are increas-
ing day by day as women are
trying to establish their rights,
and egoistic, cruel males
would have none of it.

Women are not born infe-
rior but they are the victims of
circumstances, like a sapling.
Its growth is stunted for want
of proper nourishment in a
enclosed space; women shack-
led in the home share the
same fate. Even those who are
lucky and have the opportunity

Lo w.;hture in the wider world,
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their movements are also re-
stricted for fear of those so-
called 'superior' males who are
not averse to rape or killing.
Being physically stronger than
women they are taking the full
advantage of it and most of the
crimes which are committed
in the world are their handi-
works.

We are hoping against hope,
males would regain their
senses and act rationally.

Nur Jahan :
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

"Fresh Income Tax
Burden...."

Sir, May I draw your atten-
tion to the artiele published on
23rd June, 1994, in The Daily
Star captioned "Fresh Income
Tax Burden On Individual
Assesses” written by Mr Md
Nurul Haque. | am surprised to
see that how The Daily Star
could publish an article with so
much of wrong information
and mistakes. | believe Mr Md
Nurul Haque did not read the
proposed budget 1994-85 or
the budget speech of the
Finance Minister, subsequently
published in the dailies, care-
fully, otherwise he would not
have furnished the readers
with such wrong information.

Enhancement of the house
rent allowances mentioned in

T e — e i ——

‘the point 2 of his article does

not relate Lo the individual
assesses, rather it relates to

- the tax burden of the employ-

ers in caleulating perks to ar-
rive at corporate tax liabilities
of the concerned employer or
CoImparny. : :

[ am not aware of any rec-
ommendation .in the proposed
budget for withdrawal of the
existing tax credit benefit for
approved investment within

" the present limit. The only

change that has been proposed
is. not to allow purchase of
Savings Certificates as ap-
proved investment for tax
credit purpose from the next
financial year. The writer must
have misunflerstood this as
withdrawal of tax credit bene-
fit for approved investment.

Because of this misunder-
standing, perhaps the writer
has painted rather a reversed
scenario of income tax effect
on the individual assesses due
to the proposed budget 1994-
95. Had this article been based
on correct assumptions his
computation would have shown
tax relief on account of all of
his individual assesses.

I would request Mr Haque
to please remove the confusion
that might have clouded the
minds of the readers of his ar-
ticle.

Nasir Uddin Ahmed, FCA
Kathal Bagan. Dhaka

words. The notings | took at
the meeting tally with the
news reports carried by
another newspaper — and |
quote “Many people ask me
why [ sit along with the mem-
bers of Jamaat which opposed
our Liberalion War But if 1
want to show respect to par-
Hamentary norms and values |
have to sit in the parliament
with all-elected members.” She
continued, " you must be aware
of those who have created this
situation and you have to try
them along with the war crim-
inals." She further said, "Ziaur
Rahman, who had captured
power -illegally following the
death of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman rehabilitated
the defeated forces of Libera-
tion War in the state' power.
Zia also scrapped articles 12
and 38 of the constitution to
let anti-liberation and com-
munal forces into politics. He
also allowed Golam Azam to
come to Bangladesh. And
Prime Minister Begum Zia
reached an agreement with
Golam Azam before the general
elections of 91 for which
Jamaat got 18 seats in the par-
liament. Golam Azam, being a
was criminal got citizenship
and Jahanara Imam. who lost
her son and husband for the
cause of the country's libera
tion passed away disgraced
with a treason charge! What
kind of country we are living
in?" she lamented

| have taken the liberty of
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jected the BNP government in

as is continually claimed.

The UNDP report on ad-
ministrative reforms published
under the advice of the pre-
sent government, was quickly
shelved since the recommen-
dations were at variance with
the undemocratic political cul-
ture, nurtured by this present
government.

The reform measures advo-
cated by the USAID and their
set of recommendations were
also put into the cold storage
for identical reasons.

After the electorates re-

Dhaka and Chittagong Mayoral -
elections the government fol-
lowed word for word the Ziaur
Rahman formula of May 30,
1977 referendum, concocted |
by his pliant officials and
pulled off the pyrrhic victory of
Magura.

The movement for neutral
caretaker government under
combined opposition is a di-
rect consequence of the un-
democratic acts of the gov-
ernment both at Mirpur and
Magura. In a recent opinion
survey over 73 per cent re-
spondents wanted to see fu-
ture elections under a neutral
caretaker government. When
the whole country is for the
neutral caretaker government,
the administration is showing
signs of desperation and rest-
lessness. The caption of the
csteemed journal does not
seeini Lo reflect the true situa
Lion




