Dhaka was once a city with
attractive verdant beauly. par-
ticularly in the Ramna area.
That beauty has suffered grad-
ual erosion with the steady
h of the urban population
e meet their infrastructural
requirements like housing,
road networks. commercial
and industrial undertakings.
This burgeoning ss of
urbanisation has claimed.
mlta victims, the cruel
tion of trees in many
areas which once contributed

te their scenic atiraction. In *

some tases. denudation orgy
became so random and gross
that it seemed that we had
forgotten the simple truth that
trees are our friends and that
when we cut down a tree, we
should plant at least two new
ones in its place. No develop-
ment activities to compensale
such loss and to adorn the city
with trees  were undertaken
before. -

Exact statistics appear to be
lacking. but it seems clear that
there has been a substantial

tion in the tree resources
of the city. It was also observed
in the past that #lthough on
. the fi:j"t hand. trees are
planted by one agency. on the
other hand., such trees ar¢ cul
down Ry another agency for
their development work, This
seems to be primarily due to
lack of coordination among the
agencies concerned. |

Apart from their aesthetic
aspect in urban perspective,
trees act as a sink for absorb-
ing.carbon dioxide (COg) from
atmosphere and_contribute to
the au tation of oxygen in
atmosphere thereby contribut-
ifg to the improvement of

al quality. Besides, tree
is one of the main resources in
‘our rural areas. The renewable
tree resources play an impor-
tant role in allevia Y.
improving ecological balance
and creating job oppertunities
in the rural ageas. -

Lately the physical envi-
ronment of the metropolis has
been receiving increasing at-

tention. The current years'

free plantation season has al-
ready begun. This timme we,
however, note a difference in
that the Prime Minister her-
self has been taking interest in
launching a nationwide tree

plantation programme with a

view to turning afforestation
into a social - movement to
maintain the cal balance
of the countrv for very ‘'sur-
ival of the nation. To give a
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Dr Khalegue's invention was
a follow-up of British scientist
Prof B r's work which
after four years of painstaking
research beginning in 1985
revealed that many cropland
cannot absorb micro-nutrients
like copper. bronze, etc avail-
able in the Bangladeshi soil.

Prof Bremer. who was on a
UN assignment in Bangladesh,
was awdrded Knighthood by
Queen Elizabeth in 1992 for
his imporiant research.

Dr Khalegue, also present
during yesterday's field trip,
told The Daily Star that
Japanese scientist Masauki
Fufuoka- discovered 30 years
ago that natural and bielogical
fertiliser. comnserved in ‘the
soil, are enough for cultivation
if the essential dose of rnicro-
nutrients is induced in the
soil.

After Fufuoka's revelation
scientists started research on
the subject. The London Uni-
versily offered support to Dr
Khalegque to carry out his
research in Bangladesh after
Prol Bremer's work.

Dr Khaleque said chemical
fertilisers have no photo-hor-
mone, which regulates the
whole metabolism ef the plant
during its life-cycle. .

He said the long-term de-
grading effect of chemical
fertiliser was now an estab-
lished fact. The soil loses its
natural composition and bio-
logical quality because - of
chemical fertiliser, he said
quoting scientific resedrch.

"I am still researching on

sarna’.. the modest Bangladeshi

By A S M Nurunnabi

fillip to the tree planfation
programme, government has
introduced the Prime
Minister's Trophy for Tree
Plantation. "We were informed
that discussion would be held
in the capital and also at thana
and district levels to ereate
awareness among the people
Besides. tree lair would be
held at Dhaka and al other
places and the people would
be provided with improved
saplings at cheaper rates. A
hi h*?ill:hed publicity in this
be is already in progress
through the print and elec-
tronic media.

The agencies associaled
with Lhe plantation pro
gramme sometimes seem Lo
enter into a sort of competi-

. tjon on how many Llrecs are

planted with little care given
to the need for proper mair
tenance of the newly planted
trees. In many cases, the en-
thusiasm with which tree
plantation drive is launched

ters out when it comes 10
he task of proper mainte-
nance. With the result that in
most cases no clear record is
available as to the number of
plants that manage to survive.
Some observers express doubt
‘whether even ten per cent of
the planted trees manage to
survive each year. In this con-
text. the ?mbicm of nurture is
more challenging. In the opin-
jon of knowledgeable sources.
the persons charged with
nurturing need be tree-
friendly and their work should
not be a one-fime ritual but it
should be taken up on continu-
ing basis.

Lately a big step has been
taken by the Forest Depart-
ment by adoption of a four-year
City Kﬁﬁrtstatiﬂn Scheme
which is already under execu-
tion with a total outlay of Tk
547.00 lakh covering the city
of Dhaka along with five other
main cities with their neigh-
bourhoods. The project aims at
afforesting the metropolitan
city in a planned way to in-
crease tree cover, assisting the
development of the city's sce-

_nic beauty and creating a con-

genial environment- through
over-all development of ame-
nities. Through implemen-
tation of this project. roads
and link roads ol the city.

s and recreation centres,
institutions and offices, fac-

tories., residential areas, mar- *

ginal and fallow lands, flood
protection embankments. €ic.

scientist. who still holds the
Michaelemas chair of the uni-
versity, told The Daily Star.
London University spent
16,000 pounds sterling annu-

-ally on Dr Khaleque's research.

His first finding was a birth
control medicine — fertility ar-
resting vaccine — which was
purchased by the US Auto-
ticals for marketing.

Dr Khaleque said that cur-
rently he has a small factory in
Chittagong with a daily produc-

tion capacity of 3,000 to 4,000

packets of his wonder fer-
tiliser sarna.

Also, sarna has been ex-
ported to Ethiopia on an ex-
perimental basis, Khaleque
added.

Yousufl Ali, owner of Agro-
Trading Syndicate, the mar-
keting agency of sarna. told
The Daily Star that he had dis-
tributed about 10,000 packets
of sarna during the present
aus season across the country.

"I got a tremendous re-
'sponse from the farmers.,” he

1 added

Captain (retd) Afzal, a sarna
dealer for Chandpur district,
told this correspondent: "Se-
venty per cent of land under

Rains kill 200 in
India since June

NEW DELHI, July 15: At
least 200 people have been
killed and hundreds made

homeless in heavy monsocon

rains dashing parts of India

since June. the Press Trust of.

India (PTI) said today. reports
Reuler.

Strikes against Koirala |
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until:- Konirala was removed and
a multi-party interim pgovern-
ment was formed to conduct
free and fair elections. '

Koirala has also been [acing
heavy opposition within the
NC, which has been split into
two groups, one supporting
Koirala and the other support-
ing the NC party chief, Ganesh
Man Singh.

NC General Secretary
Mahendra Narayan Niddhi,
who is a supporter of Singh,
has denounced the King's de-
cision to dissolve Parliament
and appoint Koirala as care-
taker premier.

"It is regrettable that the
King has accepted the wrong
advice of a prime minister who
has already been pushed to a
rinority.” Niddhi said.

“The time has come to
launch a political movement
jointly with the leftist factions
to dismiss the Koirala govern-
ment and form an all*party in-
terim pgovernment in order to
conduct [ree. fair and impartial
elections.” he said.

“The chairman of the sus-
pended upper house of
Parliament. Beni Bahadur
Karki, who is also a member of

the NC. said he doubted il the

mid-term polls could be held
in November.

Speaking on state-run ra-
dio, Karki said: "I feel there
had been a deep conspiracy
behind the dissolution of
Parliament and announcement
of mid-term polls.”

The NCP-UML, the coun-
try's largest opposition party,
Thursday sent a [ive-day ulti-
matum to King Birendra
threatening to launch, massive
protests across the country if
Koirala was not dismissed
within [ive days.-

US to snap ties
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opportunity to have that hap-
pen is one we wanlted 1o grasp
as soon as possible.” the Sec-
retary saicl.

Christopher said that on his
visit to the Middle East. he
will talk with Yasser Arafat
about the support he needs
for Palestinian autonomy

Tree Plantation Drive in City ” ’

will be planted with bushy and
ornaimemal trees in a planned
manner. Roadside and other
open spaces will be planted
with timber trees and the

reserved areas will be planted

with fruit trees Under lele
phone and electric lines shade
and ornamental trees will be
planted

The scheme has been given
such importance that five in
dependent steering conumnit
tees one for each division aiwd
one at national level have been
sel up to ensure smooth im
plementation i the project. In
the national commitiee as well
as in the committee for Dhaka
division., the Mayor of the
Dhaka City Corpoeration has
been associated. RAJUK has
also been assoctated with the
Dhaka Divisional Cormmnitiee

There is already a standin
order of government that a
agencies under various min
istries should keep a lree
plantation component in their
respective development pro-
gramines.

Dhaka City Corporation is
another agency responsible for
gantatinn of trees in the city.

uring the current financial
year, the Cerporation has made
a provision of Tk 51 lakh in its
budget for the afforestation

ogramme for the city. The

rporation takes pride that
for its sucktess in the lree

antation programme during
992, it won the first prize
under the classification of
municipalities and corpora-
tions in the Prime Minister's
Trophy. In 1992, the City
C ration reportedly planted
50,000 saplings in its ten
zones of the city.

Rajdhani Unnayan Katri-
pakha (RAJUK) is also associa-
ted with planting of trees in
the areas under their ad-
ministration. They have plans
for plantation in Banani, Utta-
ra, ara, Shyampur [near
Postogola), Progati Sharani,
and Janapath and some other
areas. Moreover, they make a
provision of two per cent in

every scheme for the purpose
of tree plantation. '

There are some encourag-
ing signs of people in general
coming round to loving trees
and wanting them more and
mote, in view of this, the plan-
tation campaign needs to be
continued round the r and
to supplement it, felling of
trees should be made punish-
able by law.

Soil-friendly fertiliser

the 1.2 lakh bigha Meghna-
Dhanagoda Project area are to
be cultivated using sarna as the
only fertiliser in the coming

- IRRI season.” 1
The 200-crore taka em-

bankmernt project was com-
pleted in. 1987. |

He said the people ac-
cepted the product after see-
ing its result, not because
of premotional publicity.

"Sama can revolutionise our
agricultural sector,” Captdin
Afzal said, adding that cur-
rently the farmers spend the
lion's share of their earnings
on chemical fertiliser.

“It is indeed a big relief for
the farmers of Bangladesh.” he

added. -
Wahab dead-
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and Assoeciated Press (AP} of
America. o,

Heé started as a stringer o
the Hindu (Madras) and
worked' for the Star of India

~ [Calcutta) as staff correspon-

dent and then joined the Pub-
licity Department of the Gov-
ernment of Bengal. He later
joined .the Statesman (Calcu-
ital.

After liberation of Bangla-

desh, the velegran journalist

was appointed as Managing
Director and Administrator. of
the Morning News and Direc-
tor General and Chairman of
the Press Insiitute of Bangla-
desh (PIB).

Wahab, who served as a
part-tifne teacher in the De-
partment of Mass Communi-
cation and Journalism of Dhaka
University for more than a
lecadde ;

He had also been awarded
the Ekushe Padak in 1979 and
Kazi Mahabubullah and Zebu-
nnesa Trust Award for his out-
standing contribution to, jour-
nalism.

A founder member of the

Jativa Press Club, Wahab was .

president of the East Pakistan
Union of Journalists.

Wahab was also the author
of 'One Man's Agoity'. a record
of his experience of the days
of 1971 Liberation War when
his only brother, Abdul Ahad,
Solicitor, was killed by the
Pakistan occupation army.

He left hehind his wife, five

“daughters, two sons and a

number of grandchildren.

BSS adds: President Abdur
Rahman Biswas vesterday ex-
pressed his deep shock and
sorrow at the death of Abdul

Wahab.

In a condolence message

. Presiderst Biswas recalled the

contribution of late Wuhab to
the profession of journalism.

in his death the countlry has
lost an eminent journalist,

in a message Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia yester-
day condoled the death ol

| Abdul Wahab.

~ Raina gn[i_ .ﬁ.'.lagnum,
Hagenbeek Animal Park in Hamburg yesterday as

f
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Eight Left parties brought out a procession in the city yesterday denouncing fun

communahism and called for resisting the Fatwabaz.

damentalism,
— Star photo

Pro-democracy strikes

cripple Nigeria

LAGOS, Julvy 15: Lagns and
other Nigerian cilies were
close to a standstill today aller
nearly two  weeks of pro-
democracy strikes led by oil
unions demanding an end to
military rule, reporis Reuter

Many banks, offices and
shops in Lagos. Nigeria's
commercial capital, remained
shut as workers staved at

"Declare Sylhet a
divn by July 31"

By Staff Correspondent,

Speakers at a seminar yes-
terday demanded announce-
ment of a separate Sylhet
Division by July 31, otherwise,
the people of the region would
go for a greater movement.

Chaired by Dr Mahmydul
Huq Majumder, the meeting at
Shah Abdul Hamid Kalander
Girls' School in Dhaka.was ad-
dressed by Ershad Uddin
Ahmed, Advocate Mohiuddin
Ahmed, M A Khan, Khairul
Islam Madhu, Nazmul Islam,
Syed Majir Uddiir Ahmed, M A
Gafur, Dr Jamil Ahmed and
Abed Raza.

The speakers said that the
Sylhetis have been agitating to

establish a division comprising
Sylhet, Sunamganj, Moulavi- .

bazar and Habiganj but their
demand was not yet fulfilled by
the authorities.

! e
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home either toback the strike
por because of a lack ol public
trapsport. Many schools were
closed due partly to a strike by
teachers in the city of six mil
lon people.

The sirike by oil workers
demanding the release ol

Moshood Abjola, widely be-

lieved 10 have won lasl year's
presidential election, has
severely disrupted domestic
fuel supplies and led to long
queues ai the few filling sta-
tions still selling petrol.
Abiola, a wealthy business-
man from southwestern Nige-
ria, was denied bail on
Thursday by an Abuja court
trying him for treason afier he
proclaimed himselfl president

in defiance of Nigeria's military }

rulers.

The strikes to force General
Sani Abacha's administratien td
free Abiola is taking its toll on

" infrastructure, including
water and electricity supplies.

"The situation is becoming
unbearable,” said Emily Fa-
wehinmi. a federal civil ser-
vant. .

The strikes to force Abacha
to free Abiola and other politi-
cal detainees held since May is
set to intensify next week.

A 10-day «leadline given by
the 3.5 million-strong um-

-brella Nigeria Labour Congress

to the government to free the
man expires on Monday.

Couple murdered
in Pirojpur
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, July 15 Uniden
tified assailants killed a coupile
and injured their young son at
Fuljhuri village ol Mathbdria
thana under Piyojpur district
last night.

Police attributed the ki-
llings to rivalry between two
sides over possession of land

.According to witnesses,
Abul Hossain. 55, his wife
Ambia Khatun, 40, and son
Faruk. 20, were attacked by
the assaflants while they were
on their way to a neighbour's
house., Abul Hossdin and his
wife died on the spot as crack-
ers were hurled ‘at them both
were stabbed repeatedly with
knives. Their son Faruk man-
aged to flee with stab injuries.

Faruk lodged a case with
the Mathbaria police accusing
nine persons of murdering his

. parents. ,

Comet
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flected in a flash on Europa,’

Crisp said.

Although dark clouds cov-
ered Siding Springs Friday. he
expected the clouds to move
out of the semi-desert area
that is suffering from one of
its longest droughts.

Other scientists and as
tronomers will be hoping ‘o
see the collisions f[rom abser-
vatories aroumi the world,

i . :I

--------
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temperature.

two Indian e

l.enphﬂrll,tsﬁ [rolic in the water inside their compound at the
they enjoy the over 30 degree centigrade

— AFP photo 1 since 1978. _ :
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talks with India next week

M .- R
MNEW [aETHI

baly 15 Pakistan todav suggested joint

secretary level talks with india next week to review the
implementation. of a code of conduct for diplomats. Pakistan
and India each expeiled 1wn of the other's offictals on Tuesday
in tit [or tat moves worsening a spy row between old

enegnies. reports Reuler

LINITET:

BMATIONDS.

AFF.

Rwandan unity govt to
be sworn in Monday

Ialy
governineni of umity will be sworn i al Kigal; on Monday. an
official nf the wiciorons rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front said
here today. Clande Dusaidi said that an investitule ceremomy
for the new governmen! will start at noon lecal time’, reports

15 A Rwandan nalm‘l

Battle of 'big dogs'
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you leave your end of the fie bl
open and that is very danger
o115 -

The Brazilians don't simply
want to win, they want o win
beautifuilly. Thev want to thrill
the fans and sach other
They want everything about
eheir games. from the [irst
round to the final. to be mem
orable.

That's wha! made the de-
meanor of the semifinal — if

not the result, of course —so

disappointing-to them.

"It is very difficult to face a
team that seems to want a
draw and then a shoetout.’”
sa3id Bebeto, Romario’s partner
up front for Brazil. ,

“lialy feel as good as Brazil,
and will pltay for victory.
Italian coach Arrige Sacchi

said. "We think we can control.

{heir impressive offence. But
there is a major difference De-
tween stirategy and its ac-
complishment on the field,
Certainly it will be another ex-
hausting game for us.” -
Baggio's injury could speil
what shapes up as a match of

two of the world's finest play- - °

ers and top scorers in ‘the
tournament: he and Brazil's
Romario each have five goals.
ore behind Hristo Stoichkov ol
Bulgaria and Oleg Salenko of
Russia. !

Baggio, who scored five ol
Italy's eight goals in the con-
petition, is a questionable star;
ter, doetors said.

"At the moment his chances

to play are 50 per cent. He will

be rested for 48 hours We

Hungarian to
referee WC
final match

LOS ANGELES., July 15:
Sandor Puh! of Hungary will
referee the World Cup final
between Brazil and Italy. FIFA
said todav. reports AFP.

" Linesmen will be Paraguay's
Venageic Zarate Vazquez and
l#gan’'s Mohammed Fanaei.

Puhl, 39, on Thursday. has

handled three matches so far

in his first World Cup.” He
booked two Spaniards in the
Spain-Italy quarter-final mateh

! but missed Mauro Tassotti

breaking Luls Erique's nose
with his elbow. '

He: atso refereed the Brazil-
Sweden first round game when
he showed Brazilian defender
Aldair a vellow card, and
Norway-Mexieo when he
hooked a Mexican.

‘Puhl is the first European to
referee the World Cup fina

hope for a pesitive sohurtion.”
r Andrea Ferretti said
Mursday.

Sacchi said. "We risk to lose
Roherto in the moment we had
just recovered him. in the
moment be had reached his
peak condition.

Gianfranco Zola, who has
served a two-game suspension,
likely would start if Baggilo
can t.

The ftalians will be without
top - defenger ndro Cos-
tacurta, whe was su
after getting his second yellow
card against Bulgaria, and
Mauro Tassottl is also ine-
ligible.

Brazil will be missing de-
fennder Leonardo, who drew a
fonr-game suspension for el-
bowing Tab Ramos in the game
against the United- States.

Unlike Brazil. who have
lived up to their favourite's
role throughewt the tourna-
ment, [taly struggled early and
barely’ survived the earlier
rounds. Dino Baggio carried
the team in the first round.
and Reberto. who is no rela-
tion, came to lile in the three
latesL games. ' :

‘A week ago, or two weeks
ago: it'did not look goed for
ltaly.” captain Paolo Maldini
said. "“But we have had perse-
verance and we have had dedi-
calion. and now we are thro-
ugh to the final.

Palestinians have
right to fly flag
on Al Agsa: Arafat

GAZA CITY, July 15: Israeli
officials criticised PLO leader
Yasser Arafat and a deading
deputy on Friday for asserting
that Palestinians have the right
to fly their flag in Jerusalem,
reports AP. ' )

The fate of Jerusalem is one
of the stickiest unresolved is-
sues in Israel-PLO peace talks.:
Israel claims east Jerusalem as
part of its capital, bu
Palestinians want it as capi
of a would-be state in the West
Bartk and Gaza.

Arafat's aide Yasser Abed
Rabbo was quoted by Israeli
media as vowing Thursday that
Palestinians would regain all of
Israel and thé occupied terri-
tories and fly a flag ever ‘Al-
Agsa mosque. Islam's third
holiest site. _

Asked about Abed Rabbo's
comments, Arafat said: "It is
my, right to raise the Palesti-
niazn flagg over Jerusalem, over
the walls of Jerusalem and
over the minarets of Jerusalem
and the churches of Jerusalem.
This is my right."

ROK cops tear down
Kim's mourning
posters, arrest 20

SEOUL, July 15: South
Korean riot police raided a
university in the southern city
of Kwangju today. tore down
Kim I[1-Sung mourning posters
and arrested 26 radicals after
a pitched battle with tear gas
and fire bombs. news reports
saicd, says AFP.

Preliminary reports said the
police tore dowmn an altar set
up oh-the campus by the radi-
cal students for mourners to
pay their respects to the late
North Korean President.

SPGRC urges govt

Press Pakistan
to take back its
nationals

A leader ol the stranded
Pakistanis here yesterday
urged the Bangladesh govern-
ment lo create pressure on the

. Pakislan government to im-
| mediately take back its nation-

als living in squalid camps
across Bangladesh., reports
UNB.

In a statement, chief patron
of the Sirandeéd Pakistanis
General Repatriation Co-
monrittee [SPGRC) . Alhaj M
Nasim Khan demanded early
repatriation of the 3,000 fami-
lies as per the joint declaration
issued August 12, 1992 at the
.end of the first official visit of
Pakistan by Bangladesh Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.

If the joint declaration of
August 12 is not implemented

| immediately. he watned the

stranded Pakistanis may also

| stage a long march by crossing

the international border and

COUL arrest ert IMosse

Egypt ready to

- help settle

Kashmir 1ssue

ISLAMABAD, July 15: Egyp-
tian Justice Minister Farouk
Seiful-Nasr said today his
country would be ready to help
Pakistan and India settle’their
dispute over the Himalayan
region of Kashmir, reports
Reuter.

Egypt is ready to give any
kind of assistance for resolving
the Kashmir problem if asked
by Pakistan and India,” the lo-
cal PPl news agency quoted
him as telling reporters in

Islamabad before returning
home after a four-day visit.

[slamic cleric
jailed for

torturing wite

ISLAMABAD: An Islamic

cleric who tortured his wife
with electric rods for allegedly

maligning him to their neigh-

bours has been sentenced to
30 years in jail, reports AP.
After imposing the maxi-
mum sentenée against Moha-
mmed Hafiz Sharif, the Special
Courts Judge Mahmud Ahmed

said he was sorry the sentence

couldn't be stiffer given the
viciousness ol the crime, acc-
ording to news reports Friday.

"It can safely be said Lhat
[the crimel was worse Lhai
murder,” Ahmed said in a re-
port carried by the siate-run
news agency, Associated Press
of Pakistan. The sentence was
handed down on Thursday. It
wasn't known whether Sharil
would appeal.

The accused, although the
Imam [cleric) of the mosque,
hhas behaved in a manner
which was devoid of civility,
Judge Ahmed reportedly said
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