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Italy, Bulgaria
in record

UNDATED (AP The re
sults of the 11 previous meet
ings between [taly and Bulgaria
with date, winner, score, type
of competition and venue. [taly
have won five, Bulgaria two and
there have been four draws.

June 14, 1966: Naly 6-1.
exhibitton. Bologna. Italy

April 6, 1968: Bulgaria 3-2
Euro Championship qualifying.
Sofia. Bulgaria.

April 20, 1968: Italy 2-0
Euro Championship qualifying,
Naples. italy.

May 24, 1969: 0-0. exhibi
tion. Turin. Italy.

June 21, 1972: 1-1. exhibi
tion, Sofia, Bulgaria.

Dec 28, 1974 : 0-0, exhibition.
Genoa. Italy.

Sept 20, 1978: Italy 1-0.
exhibition Turin. Italy.

Sept 23, 1981: ltaly 3-2.
exhibition Bologna. ltaly.

May 31, 1986 : 1-1. World
Cup. 1st Round, Mexico City.

Sept 20, 1989 : ltaly 4-0.
exhibition, Cesena, [taly.

Sept 35, 1991: Buigaria 2-1.
exhibition. Sofla, Bulgaria.

The semifinalists:
Vital statistics

LOS ANGELES, July 13:
Following are some of the
playing statistics for the four
Waorld Cup semi-final teams:

Goals scored:

11 Sweden;
9 Bulgaria; 6 [taly.

Goals allowed:

3 Brazil: 4 Bulgaria; 4 ltaly;
7 Sweden. '

Shots at goal:

34 Bulgaria; 33 Brazil:
32 Sweden: 24 Italy.

Missed shots: '

25 Bulgaria: 29 Brazil;
30 Italy; 34 Sweden.

Blocked shots:

13 Bulgaria; 14 Brazil;
17 Sweden: 20 Italy.

Hit posts:

3 Sweden;

2 Bulgaria; O Italy.
Saves:

B Brazil; 35
38 Bulgaria; 39 Sweden.
Cross passes: .

66 Sweden; 55 Brazil,;
21 Italy; 13 Bulgaria.

Free kicks:
12 Bulgaria; 11
10 Sweden: 8 Italy.

Comner kicks:

31 ltaly:
16 Sweden.

(frides: .

12 Bulgaria; 13 Italy:
20 Brazil; 20 Sweden.

Yellow cards:

5 Brazil; 7 Italy: 10 Sweden;
19 Bulgaria

Red cards:

1 Brazil: 1  Sweden;

2 Bulgaria; 2 Italy. |

- US start

favourites

ROTTERDAM, Netherlands,
July 13: After the sights of
India, there won't be a lot to
see other than the tennis court
for the United States when
they face the Dutch in the
Davis Cup second here this

. reports AFP.

Theé charms of Europe's
huge container port will pale
in comparison to what the sub-
continent had to offer during a
first-round tie against India in
March, when team members
chartered a plane to visit the

sights.

"We saw the Taj Mahal.~
said Jim Courier.

But the Americans. with
one eye on this weekend's
World Cup final in their native
land, will be trying to
concentrate on tennis and a
place in the semifinals when
the action starts on Friday.

Aussies upset

DUBLIN,; July 13: Australia,
the 1990 finalists and holders
of the Champions Trophy,
were upset 2-1 by unfancied
Russia today in the opening
match of the women's World
Cup, reports Reuter. 1o

The Australians dominated

the Group
but, as in the-1990 World Cup,
could not convert their cor-
ners.
They finished the match
with a 1r-4 corner advantage
but while the Russians con-
verted two of their four,
Australia managed just one.

The Russians took the lead
from their first corner after
eight minutes,. the Australian
goalkeeper beimng committed
by a feint shot' which allowed
Ludmilla Shutova to score.

10 Bragil;

2 Brazil;

Italy;

Brazil;

23 Brazil;

Michelle Andrews equalised

five minutes later after an ex-
ch in which Russian goal-

keeper Alexandar Setykhova

saved twice,

"That was_

 Edwards refused to get

A match erritorially -

Setykhova proved Australia's
biggest obstacle. She repeat-
edly came to the rescue as the
Russians struggled to tombat
the speed of the Australian at-
tacks.

The Russians relied on oc-
casional fast breaks in reply,
but made little impact. then,
with just seven minutes re-
maining captain Natalia Dobro-
khotova hit a dirkct shot from
a corner past substitute Aus-

tralian goalkeeper Justine
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near Los Angeles on July 12.

> NEW YORK, July

(doeommg| !3: Every time

i ores a World Cup
goal for Sweden,
he adds thousa-

Thousands of dollars, po-
unds, pesetas or marks, that is
— even lire millions of lire.
striker, who plays in Germany
for Borussia Moenchenglad-
bach and already has turned
Everton, is one of the emer-
ging stars of the 15th World
Cup and now has a huge trans-

Dahlin's four goals in four
World Cup games have been a
major factor behind Sweden's
contender.

The same could be said for
Hristo Stoichkov's goals and
Baggio's dramatic late strikes.
for Italy., and the explosive
combinations of Brazilian stri-
have seven goals between
them.

Stoichkov, Baggio, Romario
stars throughout the world be-
fore this competition. Now
Dahlin, already well-known in

But the Swede is not the
only player to make an impact
in his tournament debut.
Letchkov was little-known out-
side his homeland or Germany,
where he plays for Hamburg
upset defending champions
Germany in the guarterfinals
has put his name of the lips of
world.

Even before that game, the
balding midfielder had im-
down the right and his tack-
ling. His penalty kick that beat
Mexico In a seeond-round

out of race

LONDON, July 13: Man-
chester United on Monday

Martin Dahfn sc-
nds to his value.

The 26-year-old Swedish
down a move to England's
fer value, reports AP.
emergence as a Werld Cup title
assists for Bulgaria, Roberto
kers Romario and Bebeto, who
and Bebeto were big-name
Europe, is about to join them.

Bulgarian midfielder Yordan
SV. His diving header that
soccer fans throughout the
pressed with his foraging runs

M United drop
ruled out trying to snatch

rated striker Chris Sutton. re-
ports AFP. -

Club chairman Martin,
1A=
volved in a race for the 21}-
year-old player's signature
after Norwich said he was
available at a British transfer
record price — but only if of-
fers were made before Friday.

Edwards said:" "l spoke to
Chase last week and he is
aware of our interest and our
valuation of the player.

"I am not prepared to say
how much that is, but it is
short of five million pounds.”

Edwards added: "An6ther
thing which makes it difficul:
is the fact that Norwich want
other clubs to agree to pay that
much, before speaking to the
player and that is not helpful.
Often it is the attitude of the
player, whether he is keen and
enthusiastic, which deter-
mines what price you are pre-
pared to go to.

United's reluctance to make
a bid comes as Totenham's in-
terest in Sutton also appears (o
have cooled. leaving Arsenal
and Blackburn as the favourites
to sign the player.

The White Hari Lane club
are believed to have banlked af
Suiton's rumoured 12,000
pound per week wage demand.

Spurs are now expected to
target a top European star.
whose international pedigree
has already been proved and
whose salary expectations
would fit in with their pay
scale.

Sowry.

Dahlin, new star o

Norwich's five-million-pound .
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Letchkov's couniryman,

goalkeeper Borislav Mihailov, -

saved two penalties in that
tout and rescued his team

h spectacular saves [rom
Thomas Haessler and Juergen
Klinsmann.

Mihailov, who also played in
the 1986 World Cup, has been
around a while. But Bulgaria's
first-ever run to the a-:r;:;ﬂﬁa

ut the 32-year-o .
l;:?. E'hn plays fanEHulhnuu in
France, in the spotlight.

Italy have two Baggios to
thank for their semifinal berth.
Roberto's goals appeared more
dramatic because of the times
when they were scored. But
Dino's two gaols in his World,
Cup debut, combined with his|
long-range shooting and tire-
less work in midfield, have
stolen some of the glory. |

Spain reached the quarter-l
finals with the help of three
goals from impressive Jose
Luis Caminero. The bearded
Atletico Madrid midfielder,
who also missed one game be-
‘cause .of suspension, regularly
caused panic in opposition de-
fences with his well-timed
runs and accurate shots.

The German line-up had a
familiar look with nine players

from the 1990 tournament and °

again relied en the-goalscoring
prowess of Juergen Klinsmanmr
(five goals) and Rudi Voeller
(twol. :

The same applied to Brazil,
whose stars are well-known.
Romario and Bebeto both en-
hanced their reputations with
colorful, imaginative play.

But thé result with both
soccer superpowers was that
few newcomers had a chance
to shine in teams packed with
well-established stars.

Aldair added style and sta-
bility to Brazil's backline and
Mdtthias Sammer prompted
effectively from midfield for
the Germans. Significantly, the
Germans lost their title with
Sammer unable to play because
of an injury.

Switzerland, making their
first World Cup appearance
since’ 1966, reached the last
16 and unearthed a bave,
stylish midfielder, Alain Sutter.

Now set to line up for
German champions Bayern
Munich next season, Sutter
became a familiar sight, charg-
ing through midfield. his long,
fair hair flowing behind him as
he sidestepped -tackling
defenders to set up scoring
chances for Stephane .Cha-
puisat and Adrian Knup.

Dahlin's countryman, Ke-
nnet Andersson, used his
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Swedish forward Martin Dahlin lazing at the pool side of his team's hotel in Marina del Ray,

— AFP photo
horizon
height and speed to help push
Sweden through to the semifi-
nals. He scored four godls, one
against Brazil, two against
Saudi Arabla and an extra time
equaliser nst Romania be
fore the Swedes won on
penalties,

Gheorghe Hagi had a out-
standing tournament for Ro-
mania, scoring three spec-
tacular goals and setting up
more for Florin Raducioiu and
Ilie Dumitrescu. His team
reached the quarterfinals be-
fore losing to the Swedes.

Dutch striker Dennis
Bergkamp was a slow starter in
the tournament in his World
Cup debut, but wound up with
three goals and- gave the
Braziliarl defence a worrying
time in the quarterfinals.

Among other teams that
didn't make it to the quarter-
finals. the United States pro-.
duced some eye-catching
World Cup performers.

Defender Alexi Lalas teamed
up well with the more experi-
enced Marcelo Balboa to lock
up the defence as the United
States made sure it did not be-
come the first host nation to
fail to reach the second round.

Nigeria should have made it

to the last eight, but was out- |

gunned almost single-handedly
by Roberto Baggio in a 2-1 loss
to Italy. :

‘Daniel Amokachi, Emma-
nuel Amunik and Rashidi Ye-
kini showed that Africa has a

, new emergent power, relying

on fasi-raiding, muscular stri-
kers and inventive, quick-pa-
ssing midfielders.

Gabriel Batistuta scored
three goals in his World Cup
debut for Argentina against the
Greeks. Despite Argentina's
mid-tournament nosedive fol-
lowing’ the suspension of su-
perstar Diego Maradona over
drugs, Batistuta stayed goal-'
hungry and was unlucky not to
score more.

Saeed Owalran's memorable
goal for Saudi Arabia in a 1-0
upset of illustrated he
has the dribbling and finishing
skill to indicate there is more
to come from him. '

And Oleg Salenko gave an
otherwise unimpressive Ru-
ssian team reason to go home

‘with at least something to

cheer about.

He scored a World Cup
record five goals in a 6-1
trouncing of Cameroon and
wound up with six for the
tournament. .

Going into Wednesday's se-
mifinals and with his team
long eliminated, that total still
led the scorers list.
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Criticism only

revs up Dunga

LL(YSs ANGELES, July 13
Hrazil skipper Dunga says the
criticism  which has been
heaped on him at this World
Cup will make him play better,
reports AFF

Fhe tough. 30U _\p'!“ﬁl"'ﬂ]d. de
lensive minded midfielder said
Tiesday F':-‘LJ-I_JI'I." Can criiucise
me as mmuch as they want, it
will not affect my performance

It could improve my game.®

Dunga the fall guy for
Brazil s proor World L"Llp per -
fornnance lowur vears ago. said
delermnination 1o prove the
doubters wrong was Strong
motivation

YA
used 1o hurt me

time criticism
' said Dunga,

e

| who was pi ked out as a prime
| example ol

hated
Brazil in

the
Europeanisation of
Italia 90

Now | m above all that, 1
concentrate on my own game.
which may not be aesthetic,
but it's elieclive

The team is really united.
it we have problems amongst
ourselves, we sort them out
hehind closed doors The
morale of the team is so high,
we are not afraid of what peo-
ple say

Lack of skill is Dunga's main
faull according to the Brazilian
press. But Gerson, whose mid-
field talants helped Brazil win
the 1970 World Cup. also says
he is too slow. which is a bit
rich coming from the stroller
of Pele's side.

But coach Carlos Alberto
Parreira”is firmly behind his
[TAAI.

"Dunga plays his role well in
the sysiem | wish the players
to follow He's strong. compet-
ittve, and has more skill than
people give him credit for."

Certainly if one compares
him with European players, his
ball skills are better than aver-
age. But Brazil's 160 million
population demand a team of
Peles and get bored with de-
fensive-minded-players, said
assistant coach Mario Jorge

Zagalo

, Dunga. whose gritty =.yle is
far from "Dopey” — the trans-
lation of his nicknaxe in Por-
tuguese — said =+ ends would
justify the means.

"If the team loses, we will

be harshly criticised. If we
win, nn one will care how we
did it.” he said.

Germans weary
of Spaniards

LONDON, July 13: Davis Cup
champions Germany hope to
avoid the fate of their footba-
lling compatriots when they
face Spain in the Davis Cup
quarter-finals on Friday, re-
ports Reuter.

“We don't want to suffer the
same fate as our footballers,”
team captain Niki Pilic said.

The shock of Germany's
defeat by Bulgaria in the World
Cup quarter-finals on Sunday
has given the tennis squad a
clear warning.

“We cannot allow ou _zlves
to think that we will cefinitely
win. We will have to fight
bitterly. for every point." Pilic
said.

The Spaniatds are resigned
to losing the grasscourt tie
against the German giants, led
by world number three

| Michael Stich.

L .ampion
an this ye-

French Open
Sergi Bruguers |
ar's Wimble
saving grass play was boring,
but battled through to the
fourth round before losing to
American Michael Chang.

But filic warned against
underestimating the Spanish
strength.

"When someone live Bru-
guera itwice wins raris, then
wins at Gstaad and here, one
day after arriving. hardly
misses a ball in training, then

you can't be too cautious,” he
salid. :

LOS ANGELES,
July 13: None of
the 61 countries
who have battled
against each oth-
er in 15 World
Cup finals ovegr the last 64
years boast a greater rivalry
than Sweden and Brazil,
reports Reuter

it is one of the great coin
cidences of World Cup history
that the "Samba" Latin football
of Brazil, should have been
pitted against the disciplined.
controlled football of the
northern Europeans a record
six times.

And just to prove that there
is no rhyme or reason to this
particular sequence. Brazil and
Germany, who have played
more matches than any others
in World Cup history and
appeared in 10 finals between
them. have never met in World
Cup action.

Today's meeting will be the
seventh between Brazil and
Sweden iIn the finals and
comes just two weeks alter
they met in a Group B first

=

= —

round game and drew | |

No others have met so many
times. the nearest being five
meetings between Brazil and
Czechoslovakia Brazil and
Spain. West Germany and Yu
goslavia and Argentina and
[taly

The match will also be the
seventh time the Swedes have
gone looking for a wvictory
against the South Americans

From the first in France In
1938 to the most recent in
Detroit on June 28, all have
ended in four Brazilian victo
riea and two draws

Their most famous meeting
remains the 1958 World Cup
final when Brazil. including the
17-year-old Pele who scored
twice, beat Sweden 5-2 in
Stockholm and then carried a
huge Swedish flag around with
them on their lap of honour

In the crowd that day was
Swedish coach Tommy Sven
sson. then a 13-year-old sch
oolboy

"My father took me to the”
game and it remains one of the
greatest days of my life,” he

HEAD-TO-HEAD

Rivalry of an epic stature

said on Tuesday “Even though
we lost, It didnt matter it was
a marvellous occaslon.”

e players in Svensson's
squad none of whom were
born when that mateh was
played 368 years ago. are all
agreed that hiswory will count
for nothing when the semifinal
starts

"‘What happened two weeks
ago in Detroit won't matter
and neither will anything else
fromn the past,” said skipper
Jonas Themn

But | do think the fact that
Brazil have won so many games
works in our favour. The
longer you go without a victory.
the nearer your first victory
comes — al least | hope so."

As far as the statistics go.
Brazil beat Sweden 4-2 in
1938, 7-1 in 1950 and 5-2 In
the 1958 final before the
teams drew 1-1 in Argentina
in 1978

Four years ago in Italia, "90
Brazil won 2-1 before the tea-

ms drew again in this tour-
nament.

The results of the previous meetings between Brazil and Sweden with date, winner, score,
competition, and venue: Brazil have won six. Sweden two and there have been four draws.
June 19, 1988 : Brazil 4-2, World Cup 3rd Flace. Bordeaux, France
July 9, 1950 : Brazil 7-1. World Cup 2nd Round, Rio de Japeiro

June 29, 1968 : Brazil 5-2, World Cup

Final, Stockholm., Sweden.

June 30, 1965 ' Brazil 2- 1. exhibition, Stockholm. Sweden

June 30, 1968 : Brazil 3-2, exhibition. Goteborg. Sweden

June 26, 1978 : Sweden 1-0, exhibition, Stockholm, Sweden.
June 3, 1978 : 1-1, World Cup 1st Round, Mar del Plata: Argentina.
June 22, 19838 : 3-3, exhibition, Goteborg, Sweden.

July 31, 1988 : 1-1, exhibition, Stockhoim. Sweden.

June 18, 1989 : Sweden 2- 1, exhibition, Copenhagen, Denmark.
June 10, 1990 : Brazil 2-1, World Cup 1st Round, Turin, [taly

June 28, 1994 : | -1, World Cup 1st Round, Pontiac. Mich.

.1 tournament by

M
. PRINCETON,
New Jersey, July
13: Bulgaria's
storybook World
Cup advemmtures
are proving to be
an emotional experience for
goalkeeping father and son
Bisser and Borislav Mihailov,
reports Reuter. :
Borislav Mthailov said on
Tuesday his father was in tears
on the phone when he rang
the family home in Sofia, ap-
parently overcome by Bulga-
ria's advance to the semifinals.
Mihailov senior also kept
goal for the national side,
winning five caps, and made
250 appearances for his son's
former club Levski Sofia.
Mihailov said the squad had
received more than 200, mes-
sages from well-wishers as
well as telephone calls from
the Bulgarian president and
prime minister.

The acclaim of officials and
politicians is ironic consider-
ing that Mihailov and scoring
hero Hristo Stoichkov were
among the players banned for

life by the Bulgarian Soccer

Federation in 1985 following a
brawl in the domestic Cup fi-
nal.

Mihailov was forgiven in
time to play in the 1986 World
Cup finals in Mexico, but late
last year was still an unlikely
national hero.

Pioline back
in French Davis
Cup team

CANNES, France, July 13:
French number one Cedrie
Pioline is set to make his Davis
Cup debut in the quarter-final
tie against Sweden this week-
end, reports Reuter.

Pioline, ranked 16th in the
world, was thrown out of the
Davis Cup squad last year for
‘making extessive demands of

the team management.

The French Tennis Fede-
ration recalled him in March
for the first-round tie against
Hungary
to play because of injury.

but Pioline was unable

&
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He was dropped by his
French Second Division club
Mulhouse for allegedly being
out of condition just three
games before Bulgaria were
due to face France in their fi-
nal qualifying match.

The Bulgarians. with

Mihailov between the posts, ul-

BORISLAV MIHAILOV

timately squgezed into the fi-
nals via a last minute goal and
the only World Cup goalkeeper

with a hair transplant is now

waiting for offers from bigger
clubs.

"I knew my potential. but
the problem was [ was not
with a top club,” he said.
“Some proposals have gone to

WORLD CUP NOTEBOOK
| | SIMMERING SIGNORI - o

UNDATED: For the second straight game, Italy's Giuseppe
Signbri did not start, and he doesn't like it, reports AP.

"1 can't tell you how I feel now," he said. "l must think it
over. ... If 1 play in the second half I'll do my best. | always did
it for this team. ... However, I'm not happy.”

Signori was dropped from the starting lineup far
Wednesday's semifinal against Bulgaria to make room for mid-

fielder Roberto Donadoni.

Signori, the leading scorer the last two seasons in the
Italian League, entered as a second-half substitute in’
Saturday's quarterfinal against Spain and set up the winning
goal by Roberto Baggio with two minutes left.

"It was a painful but unavoidable choice at this moment,”
coach Arrigo Sacchi said. "I picked the players who could do

better at midfield."

THERE'S A CHARM

Only three nations in the history of the World Cup have
won threé championships. Two of the three clubs are partici-
pating in Wednesday's semifinals — Italy and Brazl.

Wednesday's semifinal participants have combined to win
six of 14 World Cups, taking home the title 43 per cent of the
time. If either of the teams wins the 1994 World Cup, that
nation will set a record for World Cup 1titlcs wor.

WORTHY GOALS
Bulgarian star Hristo Stoichkov needs two more goals to
hit the seven-goal barrier at the World Cup, a mark that has

not been reached since 1974.

Stoichkov is the only player left in the tournament with
five goals. Still in contention with four apiece are Sweden's
Kennet Andersson and Martin Dahlin and Brazil's Romario.

Russia's Oleg Salenko is the leading scorer with six goals, a
record five coming against*Cameroon.

Grzegorz Lat of Poland scored seven goals during the 1974
tournament. Just Fontaine of France holds the record with 13

goals in the 1958 World Cup.

THEY LIKE PRESSURE

Brazil plays in Pasadena, Calif., on Wednesday night, a na-
tion's hope hovering above its head like a guilotine. Back
home, the real (national currency) is diving and drug traffick-
ers have taken over the slums. The weary people need a
sprinkle of happiness. Goals give them that. Recent scientific
research shows factory workers are much more productive
the day after a Brazil victory. Should Brazil win the Werld Cup,
as many expect, the country will close for at least one day of
celebration. Shiould it lose, experts say. you will notice a sta-

tistical increase in suicides.

Brazilian players do not consider this a burden. They are,
by far, the cockiest team in this Cup. Their arrogance is sort
of charming, as long as the team doesn't lose.

After Saturday's 3-2 victory over Holland, Romario told re-
porters. "You witnessed art today.”

hailovs' moment of lifé

my manager but the only thing
I want to concentrate on is be-

ing named the best goalkeeper
at the World Cup. They tend to
go for goalkeepers from bigger
countries, but [ live jn hope.”

Mihailov said the team had
enjoyed only a “small” cele-
bration in Manhattan after
their triumph against Ger-
many, and claimed the support
they had received in the
United States would spur the
players on to “a dream final
against Brazil.” - .

In Ddllas and Chicago there
were a lot of people who said
they enjoyed our style and the
players have been encouraged

"by that. It's definitely helped.”

he said. _

“The first win Aagainst
Greece was a big plus because
it was the first win Bulgaria
had ever had in the World Cup
finals. It showed the players

. they had the quality to win and

that they could play the way
they wanted.

“Instead of playing the tra-
ditional way with three players
up, everyone is coming back to
help the defence and that
probably explains our success.”

Another possible explana-
tion is the team mascot, a toy
lion dressed in flamboyant
fashion. i

A Bulgarian official has
taken the lion on to the pitch
before every game and the
players now consider it a lucky
charm.




