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“Jules Ri;nef Cup
thief caught

RIO DE JANEIRO. July 13:
After an | 1-year search, police
have arrested the ring-leader
of a gapng that stole Brazil's
World Cup trophy. a senior of-
ficial said on Wednesday — the

day Brazil play Sweden in the |

1994 semifinal, reports Reu-
ter.

Brazil earned ‘the right to
keep the coveted Jules Rimet
trophy after they won the
World Cup for the third time
in 1970. But it was stolen in
1983 and never found.

Rio de Janeirp stale attor-

ney general Antonio Carlos ,
Biscaia said in a telephone in-

terview . that Sergio Pereira

Ayres, 50, was arresied on

Tuedday in the beach resort of
Cabo Frio where he was look-

ing after a villa. The arrest fol-,

lowed a tip-off.
The gang stole the golden,
winged Jules Rimet trophy

* from the headquarters of the
Brazilian® Football Federation
in 1983 and are thought to
have melted it down.

Ayres, a former bank em-
ployee, was sentenced in ab-
sentia to nine years for his
part in the crime but was
never arrested.

; An Argentine citi:m went
to jail for receiving the trophy.
another member of the gang
was murdered in 1989 while
on the run’'and a fourth man
wanted in connection with the
crime has never been found,

according to the Jornal Do’

Brasil newspaper. .

The trophy was also once
stolen from a shop window in
London shortly before the
1966 World Cup tournament in

England but was found by a dog
shortly afterwards.
Brazil play Sweden on

Wednesday for a place in the
final of USA '94 and.a chance
to win the World Cup for a
record fourth time. The trophy
now presented to the winners
depicts a golden globe being
held aloft by four hands.

WC STATS

LOS ANGELES, California,

July 13 (AFP): World Cup
statistics after the gquarter-fi-
nals. | : .
ATTENDANCES

First Round: Group A:
497.541 (average 82 924).
Group B: 472,080 (78,680).
‘Group C: 364,020 (60.670).
Group D: 332.230 (55.372).
Group E: 392,573 ( 65.429).
Group F: 361.653 (60.276).

Total [(after 36 of 52
matches): 2.420,097 (average
67.225).

Second Round: 535,012
(average 66 876).
Total (after 44 of 52

matches): 2,955 108 (average
67.162).

Quarter-finals! 273 886
(average 68.472).

Total (after 48 of 52 mat-
ches): 3,228,994 (average
67.271).

Previous World Cup record
for whale tournament: 60,772
for the 22 games at the 1950
tourngment in Brazil.

Final total in 1990:
2,517,348 |average 48.411).

Highest attendance: 93,869
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GOALS

First Round: Group A: 17
(Average 2 83) Group B: 22
(3.66). Group C: 16 (2.66).
Group D: 18 (3.000. Group E: 8
(1.33). Group F: 12 (2.00).
Totak 93 (82 in 1990). Average
per match: 2.58.

Second Round: 25 (average
3. 13

Quarter-finals: 15 (average
3.75).
Biggest win: Russia 6

Cameroon | (Group B}
Top-scoring team: Sweden
11 goals
Best defence. Brazl 3 goals.
Leading scorer: Oleg Sa-
ienko (Russia) 6
Best individual performan-

ce: Salenko 5 v Cameroon
Warld Cup record).

Penalties: 14 (all con-
verted) i

Red and yellow cards after
second round:

Sﬂ\dii‘l.[l—uﬂ 14. Bookings:

Leeds sign
Skyhravy

LONDON. July 13 English
Premier Division club Leeds
United hit last season by in
juries, said on Wednesday they
had signed Czech international
striker Tomas Skuhravy re-
ports Reuter

Skuhravy 28 is to join
l.eeds from [tahan club Genoa
in a three-milhon-pound-ster
ling (4 68 millien dollars) deal

“We have agreed personal
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school on July 12.
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The bigger they coine, the

LOS ANGELES,

July 13: Nowhere
is the merciless
crush of World
Cup pressure mo-
re evident than
on the coaches — particularly
the no-win situations confron-
ting Carlos Alberto Parreira
and Arrigo Sacchi, reports
AFP.

In the football-driven na-
tional psyches ol Brazil and
Italy there is no glory in finish-
ing ‘anywhere but first.

Football is intertwined with

daily life and heaven help

those coaches who cannot de-
liver the prize to an expectant
nation. _

The fall-out from World Cup
fafiure is excessively high.
Already Argentina's Alflo Basile
and Franciso Maturana of
Colombia are the major ma-::h—
ing casualties. -

The nature of sport is that
there will only be one winner
from Sunday's World Cup final.

Parreira and Sacchi will ei-
ther be lionised, or ostracized.

Their semifinal counter-
parts, Sweden's Tommy Sven-
sson and Bulgarian Dimitar
Penev, have experienced

World Cup tensions as players -

hut are spared the national
expectations boring down on
Parreira and Sacchi.

Sweden, a finalist 36 years
ago, and Bulgaria, who hadn't
won a match at the World Cup
in 16 attempts before arriving
in the USA, have already ex-
ceeded their objectives.

Parreira, whose team has
been labelled donkeys by a
media obsessed with the
Brazilian legend, has been un-
der the griller.

"“It's so huge, unbelievable "

says Parreira of the pressure .

on him. "So large | cannot de-
scribe it.

“For Brazilians, second
place is the same as last. It's
totally radical. there is no
middle term.

“You can't take this sort of
thing seriously.” says Parreira.
"Thank God, I'm financially se-
cure and | have a good family.
If not. | wouldn't have been
able to face everything ~

P a never pla in the
Wurl:ldrgp yet Mﬂmm
three national teams 3t the
World Cup — Kuwait in Spain

in 1982, United Arab Emirates

in Italy. 1990 and now Brazil.

Another part of Parreiras
unepviable job as eoach is the
managing of enormous egos
particularly accommodating
the moody. but match-winning
striker Romario

On the flight 1o America.
Romario refused to sit beside
striking partner Bebeto. his
flerce rival in the Spanish First
Division. He even tried to have
Bebeto dropped. wanting in-
stead his best friend Edum-
undo playing alongside him.

That Parreira has main-
Wiined the status quo., with
Bebeio and Romano seemingly
m harmony on the field, is ve!
i her mastersiroke

it is fortunate that what s
eft of Sacchi s hanr has already
gone white such is the trauma
he has undergone during the
World Cup

Sacchi is seen as the greal
innovatar of talian soccer n
troducing

the semifinals with superstar
Roberto Baggio equalising
against Nigeria in the final
minute and secoring an exira
time winner to advance from
the second round and knock-
ing out Spain with an 88th
minute goal in the quarter-fi-

It is little wonder that an
opinion poll by Italy's CAl state
television found that 73 per
cent of those guestioned be-
lieve that Sacchi is a lucky
coach.

Despite the psychological
loss of injured veteran Franco
Baresi, the sensational send-
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ing ofl ol goalkeeper Gianluca
Pagliuca against Norway and
the eight-match ban of de-
fender Mauro Tassotti on video
evidence, Italy are still alive,
and so is Sacchi.

[taly take World Cup defeat
as a mortal wound. When the
Azzurri were humiliated by
North Korea in 1966 the squad
was pelted with rotien fruit
and vegetgbles on their return
at Rome Airport.

It won't get to that stage
this time, but now that [taly
are within sight of their fourth
World Cup crownm, defeat won't
be easy to stomach

Melhodical Swede Tommy
Svensson I1s not given (o emo

harder they fall

tional excesses,
cartwheel on the sidelines to
greet a goal in the tense quar-
ter-final win over Romania,
which went down to a penalty
shoot-eut.

Svensson. Sweden's player-
of-the-year in 1969. has
brought a steeliness to the
team, a never-say-die approach
that has the Scandinavians on
the brink of their second
Wor. "up final :

"I nave to pinch myself to
know if I am dreaming.,” says
Svenssor.

"l said bet e the game to

our players that what we are’
playing for today is to play

Brazil in the World Cup semi-
finals and that is great thing
for a player from Sweden. °
. "We are very pleased. but
we are not satisfied. We will
also-try to de our best to beat
Brazil.
"You don't want to take any

risks but the further you go in
a tournament the better you
get. We are certainly not going
to start about Brazil
now.” he said.

Dimitar Penev didn't win a
game th three World Cups as a
defender with Bulgaria. yet in
his first World Cup as national
coach he has taken the Easl
Europeans to the semifinals

Bulgaria's World Cup [ame
was scaled with their dramatic
2-1 defeat of world champions
Germany to reach a semifinal
with Italy.

"It's a great victory and a
great day,” Penev said. "Beating
the world champion is a great
thing. Now the world will look
at us differently.”

Under Penev. the Bulga-
rians have an unorthodox trai-
ning regimen, to say the least.

Staying up late and nol
overdoing it on the training
field seem to U %ey elements
of the recipe.

Smoking and drinking is
fine and the Bulgarians have
got better with every match
unfettered by their wives and
girlfriends.

Should Bulgana accomplish
the ultimate and win the World
Cup, there may be a giant

" overhaul of football's training
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Maradona tmns

away from soccer
BUENOS AIRES, July 13:

Diego Maradona. still angry
and depressed about being

thrown out of the World Cup

lor doping. has stopped wa-
tching the soccer altogether,
repurts Rt'ut!:r

"As faf as 1'm concerned,
soccer has come to an end,”
the disgraced Argentine star
said on Tuesday. "l can't stand
watching it and I dnnt even
want to play anymore.’

His comments to a local

radio station were published by

the daily newspaper La Nacio
on Wednesday, the day the

World Cup semifinals were be-

ing plaved in the United

States.

"I'm not watching the World
Cup anymore. It depresses
me," the former national cap-
tain said, maintaining his belief

| that Argentina were robbed of

victory in the World Cup by an
off-field conspiracy..

- "It wouldn't have been easy
but Argentina could have gdne
all the way.” he said. "I'm sure
we would have won our
matches without having to go
lo penalties, like many are do-
ing.”

FIFA. soccer's governing
body, kicked Maradona out of
the finals after a doping test
showed traces of performance-
enhancing drugs in his urine.

"l accept the blame.and I'm
npt going to point the finger at
anyone. But this has nothing to
do with my first ban,” the 33-
year-old Maradona said. refer-
ring to a 1991 ban for cocaine
abuse while playing in Italy.

Argentina, who put in two
impressive performances
against Greece and Nigeria
with Maradona at the helm,
fell apart after the midfiélder
was banned. losing 2-0 to
Bulgaria and crashing out of
the tournament in the second
round against Romania.

FIFA has said it will meet to°

decide on Maradona's fate in
August. In the meantime the
star is suspended indefinitely.

Maradona, suspended just
as he was preparing to set a

record of 22 World Cup ap-

pearances. said he would not
flinch when he appears in the

FIFA dock.
“I ve never snitched on any-

body. nor do | intend doing
so,” he said. "We're now up
agaimst FIFA - and I've never
beén afraid of a fight mer of
what people say.”

The national ideol. who
orchestrated Argentina's 1986
World Cup triumph. said that
regardless of FIFA's verdict, he

had achieved enough in his ca-
reer to retire withbut regrets.

He has already said he was
quitlinp{ fire game.

1've done_enou he said.
"My wife) Claudlghlhnught i

looked good on the piteh.
Personally |1 felt great and
proud in the two matches
played in the finals.”

Panchev going
to J-League

TOKYO, July 13 Japanese
soccer club Jubilo Iwata, one of
two newcomers this season to
the country's professional J-
League, is negotiating to sign
former Yugoslav intm'nau_unal
siriker Darko Panchev, a
sporis daily said today, reports

Reuter.
The Sankei ?pﬂl’l! said

Panchev, 28, who'is currently
playing for Internationale of
Milan in Italy's First Division.
was expected to make his de-
but at the start of the leagues
second stage of competition on
August 10 after finalising a
contract. 11 estimated a salary
of 100 millon Yen (1.02 mil-
lion dollars)

A club spokeswoman de-
clined to confirm ‘the report
but said there was a vacant slot
at the club for a fifth foreign

l

FIFA infuriates Italians

ROME, July 13:

“ ltalian newspa-

. pers attacked to-

| : day FIFA's deci-

| sion to suspend

“defender Mauro

Tassotti for eight games, say-

ing the decision smacked of

anti-Italian bias, rcpcrts Reu-
ter.

"A mad decision by the FIFA
mafia,” the respected daily
Corriers della Séra said in its
headline.

Tassotti was given the ban,
which commentators say will
effectively end the 34-year-old
player's international career.
after he struck an nt in
the face with his elbow in

| Italy’s quarter-final clash with

Spain.

The match referee did not
see the incident, which broke
Spaniard Luis Enrique’s nose,
but in a Jandmark case, FIFA
used video evidence for the

| first time before giving Tasso-

tti one of the heaviest bans in
‘Wurid Cup history.

- Earlier in the tournament,
FIFA's secretary general Sepp
Blatter refused to look at video
evidence to examine the harsh
sending-off of Italian striker
Gianifraco Zola.

“This unconstrained use ol
laws could ruin the World Cup.
which up until now has been a
great show,” La Republica daily
said.

La Voce newspaper echoed
these sentiments.

“This ugly mess ever Ta-
ssotti has shaken the national
team, in a World Cup ruined by
the mad omnipotence of (FIFA
secretary general Sepp) Bla-

" the paper said.

Corriere. calling the affair
an "Anti-ltalian intrigue,” satd
I IFA heads were not just act-
ing against Tassotti, but also
against [talian soccer federa-
tion chief Antonio Matarese.

Matarese was put forward
by European soccer's govern-
ing body UEFA as an alterna-
tive candidate to Joao Have-
lange for FIFA president ear-
lier this year.

UEFA switched to backing

' Havelange at the last minute.

SPORTING ENRIGUE

. Meanwhile an AFP report
from Los Angeles said: Luis
Enrigue' branded the eight-
match ban on the Italian as ex-
cessive.

“l did not think he would
get such a severe suspension,”
Enrique said on Tuesday. .

"But those who commit
such fouls know what they
risk,” added the Real Madrid
striker.

However, Enrique said he
was ready lo accepl Tassotti’s

L{JIS EHRIQ E
apologies.
The suspension effectively
means the 34-year-old AC Mi

lan right-back’s internatio
career is over,

He will be out for the rest of
the World Cup and miss at
least six of Italy’'s European
Championship qualifying mat-
ches.

"We decided we had to
make an example of him.” said
Marcel Mathier of Switzerland.
who chaired the disciplinary
committee meeting.

it was the first time in
World Cup history that FIFA
used video playbacks for an off-
the-ball incident to decide
Tassotti’'s punishment for hit-
ting - the Spanish player in
Saturday's quarter-final.

The dim:iphnary committee
described the nmult as “se-

rfous violent conduct.”

[taly’'s World Cup dtlegamn
announced on Tuesday they
were going to appeal the ban.

"We feel very strongly that
eight matches is an excessive
penalty and we will appeal that

decision,” delegation chief
Reffaele Ranucci said on
Tuesday.

The italians are furious that
video eévidence was used to
condemn Tassotti but not ta-
ken into account when Gian-
franco Zola was given a two-
match ban after being misia-
kenly sent ofl against Nigeria.

“Since none of the four offi-
cials "at the match saw any-
thing, we took it for granted
that nothing would be done.”

"FIFA have told us they. de-
cided to look at the video evi-
dence on the basis of the re-
port of a fifth official who was
theré to supervise the perfor-
mance of the others.”

"For Zola. we were told that
the video could only be used
when there was doubt such as

- mistaken identity. We were

told the referee's decision
could not be changed.” Ranu-
cci said.

The punishment js double
that imposed on Brazilian de-
fender Leonardo for elbowing
American tab Ramos in the
head in a second-round match.

Ramos was left with a frac-
tured bone in his skull and will
be out of soccer for at least
three months. Leonardo was
sent off for the blow and ban-
ned for the next four games.

The Tassotli case has upset
the Italian squad on the eve of
their semifinal with Bulgaria.

“The players feel very bad
about it and rightly so,” said
coach Arrigo Sacchi.

“Tassotti knows he did
wrong but did not expect such
a heavy punishment. We are
very sorry for him.”

Tassotti, who has no history
of disciplinary problems. be-
came [taly's oldest debutant
when he won the first of his
seven [talian caps in October
1992.

Vo gts agrees soldler on

SHORT HILLS,
New Jersey. July
13: Berti Vogts
will carry on as
German coach
_despite his_tea-
m's shock elimination by
Bulgaria in Sunday's World Cup
quaﬂer final, report agencies.

"As long as I'm having fun,
and even now I'm having fun.
and as long as [ like my work, |
will continue,” Vogts said on
Monday just before the Ger-
man party left their New Jer-
sey hotel

The former International
defender, who stepped up
from under-21 coach to re-
place Franz Beckenbauer after
Germmany won the 1990 World
Cup. was given unequivocal
backing by the president of the
German Federation, Eigdius
Braun.

‘T've discussed it with my
vice presidents and the entire

board is 100 per cent behind’

Berti and we will give him all
conceivable support in his
preparations for the European
Championships in England in
1996." Braun said.

"Even if Berti came and of-
fered his resignation | would
try to convince him to ala?. I
want to expel any doubt he
might have had about the fed-

eration s position.”
Vogts, whose leadership

was bitterly criticised in the
German press, added: "l know
many peaple are demanding

that | resign but it is for the
federation' to decide not the
press.”

s rejected suggestions
that he had committed a tacti-

cal blunder by taking Jusgen
Kohler out of the back four to
mark Hristo Stoichkov _

“Nobody could have done a
betier job of neutralising
Sloichkov." Vogts said. "That is
not an excuse for the other de
lensive errors

"l warned the team to be
careful on cross fleld balls and
on set pieces. My advice was
not heeded.”

The only error Vogts would
gdmit to was in not dropping
Bodo Illigner. the goalkeeper
who announced his retirement
on Sunday after the first

round match with South Korea.

"With hindsight | should
have brought in Andreas Koep-
ke then., but as we won the
match. Sepp Majer and | de-

cided not to make the change "
lligner's decision came In

ior some flerce criticism from
Vogts and his teammates. who
questioned his commitment to
the national cause

But 24 hours after the de-
feat, Vogts' tone was one of

Ung‘t! said Illgner had

to keep his resignation

secret but had then spokén
out

Koepke. who has joined

Eintracht Frankfurt, said he

would be happy to play lor

y if Vogts put his trust

in him. The Gernmnany's next in-

ternational is against Russia in

- Moscow on September 7.

- Vogts and DFB president
Egidius Braun said changes
would have to be made in the
team and the players' approach
to the national squad Vogls
said there was _a tendency lo
seek personal advantage at the
expense of the team.

WORLD CUP DIARY

LOS AHGELES California, July 13 (AFP): Tuesday's World

Cup diary.

German reserve

gratified to hear coach Berti Vogls

Wﬂmﬂe was less than

admit he should have

picked Koepke over the fil-fated Bodo Iligner in the first

_ruundofﬂn"iﬂl‘ld Cup

Vogts' rmrhmuﬁﬂﬁﬂmanymﬂirmmmdby

Bu}gnﬂainlhequum'ﬂ:uh.

“Vogts is crazy.” Koepke said. "l-k-cm.lldhavcﬂidit weeks

ago. but now he said it.”

TOUTS TAKE A FALL
Ticket scalpers at Stanford Stadium were stuck unloading

lickets to Sunday's quarter-final between Sweden and

Romania for less than face value.

But touts with" tickets for Wednesday's séiifinal between
Sweden and Brazil at the Rose Bowl are getting 150 dollars

ﬁlrﬂﬂdﬂhrnm m1 --

Bulgaria's upset of three-times champions Germany had

World Cup or
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"We pretty mu::h figured they wouldn't be here.” admitted
Alison Leigh Hoffich, head of World Cup language services for

Giants Stadium in New York.
Hoffich found three
Columbia University and

Mnn students at New York's

“They don't even getl a T-nhlrt,.hul they'll have this

experience for the rest of their lives."

she said.

Bulgarians cost US organisers a fortune,
Bulgarians World Cup giant killing act has upset the budget
plans of the American organisers of the tournament. Werld

Cup USA ‘94 had been hoping te cash in on the success of
Mexico and Germany by selling all sorts of merchandise at

inflated prices to their supporters.
But Bulgaria put paid to that idea with their fwo stunning

victeries.

"I wonder how much money they have cost us’ mused
World Cup USA "94 chalrman Mln Rothenberg’

"From a spectator's peint of

knocked off one giant after another,

view it's great that they've
But 1 can't lrnllltl!'

Bulgarians buying as many T-shirts and other merchandise,”
GROWING MONEY

Not ones to waste any money-making oppertunity, World
Cup organisers in New York are planing to sell the Glants
Stadium turf on Thursday, the day after the Raly v Bulgaria

added Rothenberg

sernifinal.

World Cup chairman Alan Rothenberg says the sale offers

fans ‘sotmethir
checish for a Hietime.”

lpﬁ‘lﬂ] from the World Cup that the fans will

The Bermuda turfgrass will go for 10-20 dollars per square
foot. Bulk buyers get the cheaper rate

terms with Tormas ™ said Leeds bold attacking oot sadness rather than anger

managing director Bill Fe ball o AC Milan whith was re “Bodo s only 27 What he : READY, AIM, FIRE : urned
therby. 'He has now gone back | Warded wilth 1wo champion has done won't hit him until Sweden's Henrik Larsson; whose successful penalty t
to Genoa to sort oul some ships. two Euwropean ( ham later and in a few days time | out to be Sweden’'s shoot-out winner when Romanian Miodrag

pions Cups and two Inter
contimental C ups

Byt WMe nas been lar lrom
smooth for the dapper Sacchi
at 1JSA 94

Italy have scrambled

Belodedici missed his, said he tried not to over-analyse his
shot
| don't think so much,” he said

privale matiers

He will come back within
48 hours and have his medical
and i everything goes smoo

thly. he will then formally sign
for the club

think he will be very sorry.
Vogts, who Is staying in the

Lnited States for a holiday.

also said tough times lay ahead

for German soccer and that he
wanted (o carry on as Lleaim

"1 ciﬂ-uird which corner |
should put it in, then | looked at the gn.ﬂhr-rprr He was
going the other way. and then | put it in the goal
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