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W1]1 it be history repeated?|

NEW YORK. July
12: It could be a
repeat of that
classic World Cup
final of 1970.

Brazil and Italy,

both three-time winners of the
World Cup. have every chance
of producing a rematch of that
final in Mexico City 24 years
ago when a Pele-led Brazilian
team trounced the Italians 4-1
with some of the most breath-
itlking soccer ever played,

AP,

+ To reach this year's final on
Sunday, Brazil must get Past
Sweden and italy have to down
Bulgaria in Wednesday's semi-
finals. Oddsmakers have them
favoured to do so, though FIFA
banished Italy's Mauro Tassofti
from the Cup Monday for an
elbow to the nose of an pppo-
nent in the quarterfinal win
If Brazil and Italy survive, it
will set up a Romario vs
Roberto Baggio final with sevy
éral other intriguing rivalries,
much like that 1970 contest.

In Aztec *Stadium, Pele,
Jairzinho, Gerson and Carlos
Alberto fired the goals that
crushed Italy and had the
world admiring the Brazilian
flair.

‘Rather like at these finals,
the Italians went into the game
with a traditionally miserly
d:fcm:c and fast counter-at-

ta::kjng style that made good

use of strikers Luigi Riva and
Roberto . backed by
creative midfielders Gianni
Rivera and Sandro Mazzola.

Man for man, Italy probably
had a stronger team than they
do now. Then again, so did
Brazil.

Pele headed the Brazilians

ahead in the 18th minute only

for Boninsegna to level on a
.breakaway eight minutes be-
fore halftime.

After the break, the Brazi-
lians simply tore the Italians

apart, Gerson firing home from
the edge of the box, Jairzinho

making it 3-1 five minutes

later and Carlos Alberto sco-
ring a memorable fourth.

The final goal is one of the
greatest of all-time in soccer,
involving 12 passes from the
edge of Brazil's penalty area
and a stunning finish from the

- fullback.

With players of the ability of
Marcio Santos, Mazinho, Rai,
Dunga, Zinho, Bebeto and
Romario, Brazil could go close
to emulating that level of skill.

But their defence will have
a fired-up Roberto Baggio to
deal with.

Unable to score in Italy's
first three games, the Juventus
superstar knocked in Italy's
late equalizer against Nigeria
just when his team looked set
to go out. He then hit the win-

ner from the penalty spot.

In the 2-1 quarterfinal vic-
tory over Spain he struck again
with the winner two minutes
from the end.

In the semifinals, Bulgaria
also will be wary of Baggio
while the Italians must handle
another in-form striker, Hristo
Stoichkov. -

With good support frpm
Emil Kostadinov and Yordan
Letchkov, Stoichkov was a
handful for Argentina and de-
fending titlist Germany, the
two 1990 finalists, and Bul-
garia beat both on the way to
the semifinal.

"Offence is Bulgaria's
strength and we will have to

watch out for Stoichkov and

Kostadinov, who are among the
world's best forwards and can
lead devastating counter-at-
tacks,” said Italian coach
Arrigo Sacchi. |

"It's going to be another
battle. The best way for stop-

- ping them would be a pistol.”

Brazil had problems dealing
with Sweden iIn the first
round, Romario scoring the
equalizer in a 1-1 tie.

The Swedes have top-qual-
ity attackers in Martin Dahlin,
Tomas Brolin and Kennet

- Andersson but will miss influ-

ential midfielder Stefan Sch-
garz. who will miss the gamé

through suspension.

From mediocrity to stardom

PRINCETON, NJ,

"‘ I "2y *? They ca-
S | T ‘=~ hor-
. ses and will leave

as thorough-
breds.

In the World Cup’s 64-year-
old history, North Korea, Alge-
ria, Cameroon, and the United
States have recorded some of
the tournament's biggest sur-
prises, reports AP.

Now it's time to add an-
other nation to the elite list of

wﬁ[m’gu? liant*ll;me_rs — Bul-

'a match that sent shock
waves through the interna-
tional soccer community, Bul-
garia struck for two-late goals
in a three-minute span Sunday
t6 stun defending champions
Germany, 2-1.

So Bulgaria, who came into
Mht tournament without having

won a World Cup game, meet
Italy in a semifinal match Wed-
nesday at Glants Stadium.

Sunday's shocker Is compa-
rable with North Korea's 1-0
victory over Italy in 1966; Al-
geria's 2-1 defeat of West

Germany in 1982: Cameroon’'s °

1-0 stunner against defending
champion Argentina in 1990;
and the United State's 1-0

upset of England in 1950.
But here is where any com

parison stops. None of those
teams made it to the semili-
nals and unlike jhem, Bulgaria
shine bqth collectively as a
finely tuned mechanism and
individually, through superbly
gifted athletes in all the play-
ing compartments.

"l think the world will re-
alise that we have some very

i'.ntjgu game. ..

r coincides with
the b of my
Mthaela. who turmed six to-

tor. And coach Dimitar Penev
is meore like a careful father,
}olcmg with his pupil: rather

criticized by FIFA officials for
their lack of exposure to the
soccer-hungry media. have
changed their attijude and
nmod after their most recent

"l think that as we are going
to the semifinal the world will
have to look at our team in a
different way,” Penev said.

Playing better and achieving
more that they had originally
hoped, the Bulgarians said they
discarded the psychological
burden that affected their play
in their opener's 3-0 loss to

Nigeria.

"We realized we have noth-
ing to lose, we're playing re-
lﬂﬂdrnnd will have the same

ﬁ %ﬂ!ﬁ game_ ‘g
Barr:elunl kar Stoichkov

uidmlpuﬂmumm

Th: Bulgarians relaxed
Monday at their hotel near

Princeton University, where

thvey usually go for practice.
Twelve members of the
Bulgarian roster profes-
sionally for clubs in the
and others

Playing in the West after the
collapse of communism in
1989 means a lot of money for
the cash-starved Bulgarians or
Romanians, who have to strug-
gle domestically with high
prices, inflation and unem-

EAST RUTHER-
FORD, N J, July
| 12: A few months
ago, Yordan Let-
chkov tald a Ger-
man Ssocrer ma-
gazine that Bulgaria could
reach the World Cup semi-
finals. réeperts AP.

“If we are smart. we could
go far. we are no worse than
other nations,” he wrote in a
column for Kicker. "We can get
into the semifinals, if we don't
run into Germany before.”

Letchkov has proved him-
self wrong. in one aspect.
Buigaria did meet Germany
and also reached the semifinal.

And Letchkov is the main
reason it glid He scored the
winning goal blasting home a
header in the 79th minute.

He could have ended up be
ing the goat. having caused the
penalty from which Germany
iook the lead But his tegm-
mate Hristio Stoichkow fqz:
lised in the 76th and Letchkowv
clinched the winner

Stoichkov has five goals in
the tournament. but Letchkov's
scoring has also been vital: He
siotted the decisive penalty in
the shootout against Mexico in
the Round of 16 and the win
ner against Germany in the
quarters.

So. is he now a superstar?

"I've known that all the
time now vyou Fuys iin the me
dia) know 1 1oo. he replied

with a devilish sinile

I s ronkk that Lelrnkov s
goal should beal (sermanv. the
t.:U'J.rHr‘.' he ecarns nis
iiving by playing for Hambuirges
SV in the Bundesliga

| gave the coach (Dimmitar
Peneyl soane 11ps and | think
they helped,” said Letchkow
wWho has Deer in Hamiburg tod
W0 SEABOTs

Penevy saud he and
had talked
Germany &8 strengths and
wWeakne so~s

"Beatin g

where

Lt bl on
- Er‘i_ .11” _.-I
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Letchkov the soothsa

stimulated me,” said Letchkow,

That could be bad news for

italy, Bulgaria's semifinal op-
ponent Wednesday at Giants
Stadium.

“Germany and Italy are
world-class teams, but so are
we now,” Letchkov sald as he
relaxed around the hotel pool
Monday.

It s wnusual that he scores
with a header, having not

scored with his head for more
than a year.

Although a midfielder, he is
no stranger to scoring. He had
17 gmla in 29 gaml:ﬂ for CSKA

LETCHKOV

Sofia In 1992 beiore he moved
to Hamburg, where he is a

steady il not prolific scorer
After signing an exiension
of his conitract undl June 1988
‘hat will make him a much
richer mar Letichkov went
s stump and had a terrible

secornd hall of the season In
he Bundesliga

Hut he has blossomerd here
He has been the creatlive
dfield playmaker feeding
o hkov aned Bl Kostadinow
icdirig Hulgaria s deadly
or attar ks
Pl fegan nis plaving

piwmtnt

career in Sliven,
to CSKA Sofla,

th:
army c¢lub coached by
#h:rtlwmetmn-tnfhi-pu

t‘."l:ﬂl.l‘!l

sent teammates, including
Stoichkov and Kostadinov.

A good dribbler with pace
and vision, Letchkov tumed 27
on Saturday, but looks older
because of his balding head.

Letchkov thinks his loss of
hair is linked to the nuclear
reactor disaster in Chernobyl,
Ukraine, in April 1986.

"Sliven is only 300 kilome-
ters (180 miles) from Cher-
nobyl and two-three months
alter the accident many young
men in Sliven lost their hair.™
he said. *

The son of a truck driver,
Letchkov often skipped school
to engage in his favourite oc-
cupation — playing soccer. The
flair learned at the time still
show in his game.

Letchkov learned early that
talent alone will not get him
far.

"He is a true professional,’
saild Hamburg coach Benno
Moehlmann.

In a team notorious for its
easy-going attitude and slack
discipline, Letchkov is a hard
worker

He attributes Bulgaria s suc
cess Lo experience gained by
13 of its players who play
abroad.

‘We've always had good
players but now we have the
necessary experience We also
go back a long time and we ve
played together for many
years.

Letchkov lives t1n Hamburg
with his wile Svetlana his
childhood sweetheart from
Sliven who cooks his favourite
bean soup

Above the matrimonial hed
hangs a photograph ol Ma
donna

| am a fan of her musi
She i1s a full blooded sinige:
and | am a full blooded soccer
(s ver

-Sw edsh forward Tomas Brolin (C) answers reporters’
questions at the team's baae in Marina del Rey, Los Angeles

— AFP photo

onJuly 11.
Accolaide
for Romanians
BUCHAREST, July 12:

Romania may be out of the

World Cup, but the country is

set 10 give the team a hero's
welcome, reports AP.

Soccer players are to be
given the title "Citizen of
Honour” of the capital,
award reserved for outstanding
performance, says Bucharest
Mayor Crint Halaicu.

* The téam, which losl to
n in-a sudden-deat

penalty shootout in the quar-
terfinals on Sunday. was
awarded the special honour at

a city council meeting Monday. | Sweden.

an

Latest WC odds

LONDON, July 12: Latest
World Cup betting guide ahead
of the semifinals on Wednes-
day. reports Reuter.

10-11 Brazil.

13-8 Italy.

8-1 Bulgaria Sweden.
Match bet for semifinals
4-5 Italy, 4-1 Bulgaria, 7-4°
the draw.

4-7 Brazil, 5-1 Sweden, 21-
20 the deraw hnth on EH] m.ln
utes play. g

Two to tuntcat th: ﬂnnl

{

EAST RUTHER-
IFORD, New Jer-
sey. July 12: The
1994 World Cup
was supposed to
be a showcase for
Colombia’'s shock-haired Carlos
Valderrama or, until he walked
out, the Dutch deadlocks of
Ruud Gullit, reports Reuter.

Instead. all eyes are now
fixed on a bald midfielder and
a goalkeeper with a hair trans-
plant who will be challenging
the owner of soccer's most fa-
mous ponytall for a place in
the World Cup final.

While Italy and Roberto
Baggio trained behind closed
doors on Monday morning,
Bulgaria's unlikely collection of
world-beaters were slumbering

{1 behind closed curtains.

They went partying in Mah-
hattan on Sunday night after
pulling off the biggest quarter-
fina} upset in recent World Cup
history, leaving everyone else
wondering how they had failed
to spot the fabulous Balkan
boys earlier.

The refreshing story of how
an unheralded East European
team, who scraped into the fi-
nals and flew in under a cloud
of financial disputes, managed
to knock out Argentina, Me-
xico and Germany in the space
of 11 days has its roots all over
Europe.

The rest of the world al-
ready knew of Hristo Stolc-
khov, the Barcelona striker
responsible for Bulgaria's eq-
ualiser on Sunday, but ignored
the fact that many of his tea-
mmates had also been snapped
up by leading foreign chabs.

As the Germans discovered
to their cost, the phenomenon
has benefited both parties.
Stochkov and Emil Kostadinov

may be more familiar names
l}ut Yordan Lechkov and Boris-
lav Mihailov have been a reve-

lation from Sofia to Sao Paul
and beyond. "

Lechkov, the prematurely
bald Hamburg midfielder who
celebrated his 27th birthday
last Saturday, had won a mere
14 caps belfore the tourna-
ment, scoring just one goal.

His perfect diving header
which won the match on
Sunday took his finals tally to
two, in comparison to Stoich-
kov's five, yet his contribution
in and around both penalty
areas has drawn comparisons
with Frank Rijkaard or Lothar
Matthaeus.

Lechkov's only misjudg-
ment, apart from conceding
what he felt was debatable
penalty after a challenge on
Juergen Klinsmann, was plac-

ing himself in the hands of a

shaky tournament translator.

Asked if he now felt like a
superstar, his supposed reply
emerged as: "I have known for
several vears [ am a star.”

Theé words did not fit a
quietly-spoken man., whose
move to Hamburg was has-
tened by 17 goals in 29 games
which helped CSKA Sofia win
the Bulgariah title in 1992,

Before the match he mod-
estly thanked a small gEroup of
reporters for noticing his con-
tribution in earlier matches.
Now, after four sucecessive wi-
ns, he arnid his teammates are
suddenly aware they have a
great .chance to etch their
names in history.

"I always believed we could
win against Germany and | said
so after the Mexico match,”
said Lechkov. "We have very
good individual players and
now we have nothing to lese.”

Bald beaters from Balkans

Mihailov, the goalkeeper
and laid-back captain who
rates Italy as an inferior side to
the Germans, is eager to at-
tract a big club following the
end of his contract with
French Second Division side
Mulhouse.

Confessing he had not rec-
ommended his hairdresser a
Romanian by the mame of
Stephaneqgith a salon in Col-
mar. to Leckhov — it is a
personal thing — the 31-year-
old has enjoyed a sueccession of
finest hours at just the right
time.

His previous World Cyp ex-
perience in 1986 was not an
auspicious one, coming only a
yvear after he was banned for
life by the Bulgarian Fedesgtion
for his part in a now infamous
Cup final brawl.

Yet eight years on the
memory of Bulgaria's 17-match
World Cup finals run without a
win has receded quicker than
¢ither his or Lechkov's hair-
lines.

[t may just be coincidence
that Sunday's other match-

-winning hero, Sweden's Tho-

mas Ravelli. is also thinning on
top.

Or that with the exception
of the shaven-headed Roger
Milla of Cameroon, the last
balding men to make an im-
pact in the fina] stages of a
World Cup finals were probably
England's Bobby Charlton in
1970 and Poland's Grzegorz
Lato 20 vears ago.

At this World Cup the exotic
styles of Valderrama and Gullit,

not to mention the goatee
beard of Alexi Lalas. have failed

to last the course.

"The divine pﬂnytai! " as
Baggio is known in I[taly, could
be next in line for the chop.

o NEW YORK, July
‘:t—- 12: In World Cup
b | terms, Sweden
ﬁ and B a are-
n't exactly Hall of

Famers.

The Swedes made it to the

8-13 Brazil v Italy, 100330 | final in 1958 when they hosted

Brazil v Bulgaria, 4-1 Italy v
Sweden, 12-1 Bulgaria v

WORLD CUP NOTEBOOK

UNDATED (AP): Brazil heading for a’ semifindl game

Sweden. are now an odds-on 5-6 Tavourites to win t.he :

Cup, according to Ladbrokes.

The London bookmakers rat:: Jtaly 2-1 second favourites
with Sweden and Bulgaria both at 7-1.
The Brazilians, who beat the Swedes in the 1958 final, are

rated 4-7 to down them again in

the semifinal at Pasadena

while Sweden are 11-2 shot to win the game.
Italy are 10-11 to beat Bulgaria, who are rated at 100-30 to

reach the final.
#r

What's the score? s

- 4

r

German defender Martin Wagner was knocked out briefly
after a head collision with Bulgaria's Nasko Sirakov in the
54th minute of the World Cup guarterfinal Sunday and was

taken out on a stretcher.

At the time Germany were leading 1-0. .
Wagner regained consciousness and was being treated by
medics when someone from the German team'’s stafl old him

the score was 2-1.

“Who scored our second goal?.” a still groggy Wagner
asked, and was shaken, again when he heard that in fact the
Bulgarians were ending G-ennanfs reign as World Cup cham-

pion. -

Wagner, 26, m-mmﬂm

- .-,

k3 -
mm.mummmm

uplw

mmmmmmmmm

ability. |
In the second round. Roberto Baggie equalised against
Nigeria with one minute left-and scored the 2-1 winner in
overtime. In the round of eight. Baggio's 88th-minute tally

knocked out Spain 2-1.

dismissed the matter, saying “we were not overly

lucky in the World Cup so far.”

But Sacchi has long had a reputation of being a lucky

coach. Even Italian soccer federation

Antonio

Matarrese cited it as “a point of merit” when he hired Saechi
for the national team job in 1991,

One lucky break came as Sacchi coached powerhouse club
AC Milan to the 1989 European Champions Cup title. In the
second round. Milan were down 0-1 against Red Star at
Belgrade and facing eliminatiog with a few minutes lefi.
Suddenly, fog rolled in to force postponement of the game.
Milan played to a 1-1 draw the next day, advanced on a
penalty shootout and went on te capture the trophy.

With Saechi at the helm in the qualifying campaign for this
World Cup. Italy were down 0-2 at home against Switzerland

on Oct 14, 1992,

,Eranio equalized in the 90th winute. The point

But the [talians came back and Stefano’

captured at

"the last minute helped ltaly reach the finals in the United

States.
|
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The heat in Germany could be worse than heat in Florida

German Coach Berti Vogls,

under fire back home after

Germany s ouster by Bulgaria in the World Cup quarterfinals,
has extended his stay in the United States.

Vogts will not be on the plane taking most of the team
back home Monday from New York. instead. he is taking a va-

cation in Florida
#

r

*

There must be a more popular way to save money.
By losing the quarterfinal to Bulgaria, Germany’s soccer

federation saved nearly 2 million

marks (dirs 1.27 milllon) in

bonus money it would have had to pay s players

The Germans were

promised

125.000 marks (dirs

80.000) apiece for defending the World Cup title
By reaching only the quarterfinals. they got 35000 marks

dlre 22 000) each.
However

received aboul

the German Soccer Federation would have also
| B million marks (dirs 1. 15 milhon) from
FIFA lor reaching the last lour

the contest but were outplayed
5-2 by the emerging Brazilians.

Bulgaria Have never before
made it past the quarters.

Yet the first World Cup final
to be staged in the United
States could well be between
Sweden and Bulgaria in
Pasadena, Calif., on Sunday,

favuurtd Brazil in one semifinal
Wednesday and Bulgaria must
eliminate another three-time

titlist Italy in the other,

But Sweden and Bulgaria in
the semifinal instead. of
Germany, Argentina., the
Netherlands, Spain or
Culumbta‘?

Hard to imagine.

Surely the hot, sticky
American weather can't have
been in their favour. Neither
team has avoided suspensions
and injuries. So there must be
some other reasons why they
have reached the last four.

Their success could well be

a by-product of a trend in ex- ¢

porting their star players. -

They play in far-tougher
leagues abroad and have
picked up good methods and
qualities that now they are
passing on to the national
team.

Bulgarian siriker Hristo
Stoichkov is a standout player
for Barcelona, who just won
the Spanish title for the fourth
time in a row.

Midfielder Emil Kostadinov
plays in the high-quality
Portuguese league for former
Champions Cup winners FC
Porto along with Krasimir
Balakov and Yvaylo Yordanov

abroad is the key

(both Sporting Lisbon).

Yordan Letchkov, whose
diving header in the quarterfi-
nal knocked out defending ti-
tlist Germany. ironically plays
in Germany for Hamburg,

Berisiav Mihailov, one of the
standout goalkeepers in the
tournament, plays for
Mulhouse in the French
league, Trifon Ivanov lines up
for Real Betis in Spain and
Zlatko Yankov plays for another
Spanish club, Valladold.

The Swedish Weorld Cup

players are from equally far
afield. .

Striker Martin Dahlin, who
has scored four goals in the
tournament, is on the Borussia
Moenchengladbach team in
Germany along with defender
Patrik Andersspn, Klas Inge-
sson plays in the Netherlands
for PSV Eindhoven and Henrik
Larsson is with another Dutch

t:am Feyenoord,

Conq uerors of obscurity

LOS ANGELES,
July 12: Brazil's
Branco and Swe-
den’'s Kennet An-
. dersson are two

P unlikely national
heroes who have been thrust
into the limelight in this World
Cup, reports AFP.

Branco, at left back, will
probably see a lot of 6ft 4in
striker Andersson in
Wednesday's semi-final be-
tween the two sides at the Los
Angeles Rose Bowl

Veteran Branco,

=

in this

KENNET ANDEBRSSON

third tournament, was frst
kKept out of the side by lum-
bago. then an Inspired

Leonardo, arguably the man-
of-the-match against the USA
in the second round before be-
ing sent off for elbowing
American Tab Ramos in the
left temple.

Branco took his chance (o
make the team then scored a
spectacular free-kick in the
80th minute to bring Brazil a
3-2 victory over Holland in the
guarter -finals.

The 30-year-old, who was

making his 77th appearance
for Brazil, said he had scored
with God's help.

His performance also si-
lenced critics who said he was
too old, hence too slow to
keep playing at top interna-
tional level.

Before Leonardo's dismissal,
Branco had to be content with
cheering on the sidelines. "I'm
still part of the squad, and I'm
giving the players my full sup-
port.” He had said

But Branco suddenly came
from reserve team obscurity to
become the toast of Brazil in a
nation where football is almost
on a par with religion.

Then, following his dra-
matic goal. said: "After 40 days,
| had not played, but now I
have regained the confidence
of my teammates.”

Andersson also grabbed his
chance when it came to him

He was a second-choice
siriker before the finals but
would not have made the 22 in
Sweden's squad before mid-

February

Four goals. Including one
against Brazil, and the last-
ditch equaliser against
Romania have, like for Branco,
propelled him into the spot-
light in his native couniry.

Coach Tommy Svensson ex-
plained his sudden meteoric
rise. Svensson decided to pick
Andersson flor their tour of the
USA in Pebruary

"It was a risk but one worth
taking.” he said

And the 1isk paid dividends

"Kennet used to be a bit

azy but 1 told him he needed

lu wﬁrh harder and il he did |
had total confidence in him.
Sveriastn said

vl coel Andersson has
remained relaxed while coping
with the Intense pressure of

the toughes! competition in
e world.
"1 find 1t very easy to relax

and concen':ale on the gamne

said the 1.93m, 91kg striker,
who follows coach Pierre
Mankowski to French side
Caen next season after leaving
First Division neighbours Lille.
"I'm not a star.,” he said.
"That does not bother me. But
I'm not unhappy journalists are
interested in me a little bit.”
Andersson. whe has 14
goals in 28 games since his
debut against the United Arab
Emirates in February 1990,
The former player eof

Swedish side Gothenburg and
Mechelen of Belgium, said: 'l

. s tut P
f@ I | \.,‘,/ ®
5‘_‘_._“_._'____ 1_
BRANCO

don't think | m playing better
it's just Lkhat I've been :Iw:n a
long run to establish myself.”
And on the match against
Brazil. Andersson sald Sweden
could take heart they had al-
ready scored against them in
the 1-1 draw of their Group B
mateh in Detroit on June 28
Andersaan urther picked

oul Addair as ‘a big juinper

who tould cause him prub
i*ems

Rightback Roland Nilsson
commmented on Andersson
"He s nol Just a big lad. he's
beer sCeonig Roals
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