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Samad Azad

hospitalised
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament and
Awami League Presidium
member Abdus Samad Azad
was admitted to the
Suhrawardi -Hospita! with heart
allment yesterday at 4 pm. He
is under treatment of Prof Jalal
at the intensive care unit of

the hospital. party sources
sajd, reports LINB

Gunbattle leaves

4 dead in Algiers
ALGIERS, July 12: A gun-

battle near the italian Emibassy

left four people dead Tuesday

the latest in a wave of attacks

by Muslim fundamentalists in

surgents turning up the heal

on foreigners 1o leave the
country, reporis AP
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Manmohan Singh meets Prime Minister

Delhi urged to take sincere steps

for solving water issue

Prime ‘Minister -Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday sald re-
solving the Farakka problent is
of utmost importance for the
people of Bangladesh as it has
the worst effect on the coun-
iry's dgriculture. economy and
environment, reports UNB.

"We are looking forward to
sincerity of the Indian gov-
ernment in giving us due share
of the Ganges water," Begum.
Zia told Indian Finance Minis-
ter Dr Manmohan Singh when
he called on her at the PM
office yesterday afternoon.

"l hope India will realise
the situation and bring about a
speedy snlutlnn of the long-
standing issue.” she added.

Indian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Raoc assured Begum

Zia of taking personal fnitia-
tive to solve the Farakka prob-
lem as early as possible when
she visited New Delhi in May
1992,

' The Indian Finance Minis-
ter assured a solution of the
Farakka problem very soon and
informed Begum Zia that his
Prime Minister had shown

-keen interest in resolving the

issue.

- was asked by my Prime
Minister to convey to you his
sincere assurance of resolving
the sutstanding issues between
the two gountries,” Singh told

Begum Zia while handing her
over a message fromm Nara-
simha Rao.

Referring to other bilateral
issues, Begum Zia said it is
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very.lmpﬂﬁ-dnt to reduce the
existing {rade gap between
Bangladesh and India.
Responding Manmohan
Singh said Indla is very seriolus
and sincere to remove the
trade imbalance in a friendly
manner.
+~Singh, regarded ds an out-
standing ecenomic reformist

-of India, said "We are ready to

take any step to remove the
trade imbalance and intensify
joint economic efforts for im-

« proving the lot of the people nf

the two countries.”

The Indian Findnce Minis-
ter, who led his ecountry's
delegation in the two-day con-

* ference of SAARC Finance and
. Planning Misters which ¢on-

cluded here Monday, lauded

et AR

Indian Finance Mmutﬂr Dr Ha.nmohan Elngh called on an& Hlinat.er Begum Khaleda
I-untharn!ﬁmmthrﬂwmtarﬂly : -

- PIBphotb

Begum Zia's personal hitlattw-

in holding the meeting.
He informed m Zia that
it had been a t‘rultful ex-

change of idcas over the fight
against thc common enemy —
poverty — in the refgion. -
Manmohan COMIMEn-

ded the "Dal Bhat” approach of
the Prime Minister of Bang-
ladesh in alleviating poverty in
the country and said India wo-
uld try to follow similar con-
cept to_eradicate poverty.

" Singh recalled the role of

Shaheed President Ziaur Rah--

man in introducing the con-
cept of SAARC aimed at uni-

tedly alleviating the sufferings

of the people of the region

and mentioned the important
See Page 12 Col 6
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Saifur's call to
cut duty on
export items

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday urged India
to rationalise and reduce duty
structure for Bangladeshi ex-
portable commodities in order
to harmonise the huge trade
imbalance between the two
countries, reports BSS.

Saifur made this call when
the visiting Indian Finance
Minister Manmohan Singh

called on him at his secretariat
office

The Finance Minister re-
ferred to the liberalised trade
policies and opening up the
local market for foreign con-
sumer goods in Bangladesh
and said: "All we expect that
our business community and
producers get some treatment
in India and other countries.”

Regarding the formation of

' ghe S ith Asian Prefergntial

Set Page 12 Col 7
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'WC semis today

Sports Reporter

Italy and favourites Brazil
will both aim to take another
step towards a record fourth

“World Cup title in tonight's

semifinals in
_States.

While Italy, champions in
1982, take on giant Killers
Bulgaria in the first semifinal
at the Giants Stadium in’ New
York Brazil, the lone . South

the United

American side to reach this
year's quarter-finals and who
last won the:trophy in 1970,

will meet Sweden in a repeat

of their first round Group B tie
at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena.
Los Angeles.

BTV will show . both
matches live, the first kicking
off at 02:00 am tonight and the
other at 05:30 Thursday
morning.

Meanwhile, agency reports
said the mood in the camps of
all four semifinalists was up-
beat. with players and officials
of every team believing they
can win to reach next Sundai,r S
final at the Rose Bowl,

Agencies add: Italy aim to
learn from Germany's mistakes
as they prepare for . their
match against aurprise team
E!u]garia

"Germany and
similar in that

Italy are
they are

See Page 12 Col 1, )

FICCI resents NBR move
agamst Ciba-Geigy

Star Report
The Nattnnal Board of pending with the Taxes
Revenue (NBR) recently Appellate Tribunal '

ordered freezing of the bank
accounts of a top ‘multinational
company and withdrew an
amount of Tk 3.2 crore against
a corporate income tax claim
of Tk 6.39 crore. disputed by
the company, according to in-
formation received yesterday.
On June 4, the Deputy

Commissioner of Taxes (DCT) ,

Circle-2. Dhaka. notified the
bankers of Ciba-Geigy

i (Bangladesh} Lid to freeze all

bank accounts of the company
and transfer any credit balance
and deposits to the govern-

ment's account upto an
amount of Tk 6.39,32,110
against a tax claim for three

years between
10888 04, while, -an appeal

against

the claim remained _

Ciba-Geigy subsequently
field a suit seeking an mjunc-
tion against the DCT notifica-

tion with the 3rd Sub-Judge's .

Court, Dhaka, which was later
shifted to the 5th Sub-Judges
Cotirt.

After hearing the case on
June 22. the court refused to
issue an injunetion citing
jurisdictional reasons. The

company then filed an appeal
with the High Court and the
hearing was set for July 4.

But on July 2, the tax au-
thorities asked one of Ciba-
Geigy's bankers to deposit Tk
3.2 crore, from the company
account, with the national ex-
chequer and immediately
withdiew the rarljers . notifica-

See Page 12 Col 8

Indian Fmame Mlmster tells FBCCI

constramts is necessary

Indian Finance Minister
Manmohan Singh yesterday
said a new pattern of economic
relations between India and
Bangladesh needed to be de-
veloped soon in the interest of
both the countries.

"Our commeon future lies in
increased cooperation among
ourselves.” he said and added
that India would not be bene-
fited through subordination of
Bangladesh interest. _

Manmehan Singh was ad-
dressing a meeting organised
by the Federation of Bang-
ladesh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) at Hotel
Sonargaon.

The Indian Finance Minis-
ter satd ‘a dialogue should siart
immediately between Lhe two
countries for identifying the
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By Staff Correspondent

fields of cooperation as well as

removing the constraints.

He said Bangladesh's trade
deficit with India can be re.
duced by initiating bilateral
Lalies.

There are certain fields of
cooperation from which both
the countries can be benefited.
he said, referring to the Indian
proposal for transit [acilily
through Bangladesh for the
north-eastern provinces of
India.

The Indian minister said
both .the railway and the pri-
vale sector transport agencies
in Bangladesh would be bene
fited if transit facility was given
lo India's north-eastern
provinees. The Chitlagong sea
port wowld also gain momen
ot frem increased trade ac

tivities, he added.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman and
Minister M Zahirnuddin Khan
attended the meeting. while a
number of businessmen and
ecorromists todk part in the
discussifon with FBCCI
President Mahbubur Rahman
in chair,

Respending to allegations of
high tarif rate on Bangladeshi
products. Marnmohan Singh
said if ceaperation between
the twe coufilries continued,
Imdian tariff structure would
iitimaté#ly go in favour of the
Bangladeshi entrepreneurs.
The Indian market would wvir-
tually be open for Bangladesh
products through implementa-
tton of the Seuth Asian Pre

See Pdge 12 Col 3
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Eingh praises
introduction
of VAT

Indian Finance Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh yesterday
praised the introduction of
vhlue added tax [(VAT) in
Bangladesh and indicated that
his country would also go for
the tax mode in near future,
reports UNB.

Singh told a discussion on
"Progress of Economic Re-
forms in India” here that al-
ready they had an Indian-style
of value added tax, and were
now considering introduction
of VAT within next two to
three years.

The Bangladesh [nstitute of
International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS), organised the
discussion at its conference
rogm which was attended by
ministers, politicians, econe-
mists, diplomats. officials,
researchiers and reptesen-
tatives of business community
and NGOs

Finance Minister M Saifur

See Page 12 Col 7
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stench of garbage

By Masud Hasan Khan

Stench, stench and stench
— the lives of thousands ol
people hiving in Sayedabad,
Gopibagh. Kamalapur Mugda
para Aand Motijheel govern
ment staflf quarters in the
capital have becomnme unbear
able hecanse »f stench spread
Lon a garbage dump yard a1l
Kamalapur

Many people in these areas
are falling sick, mainly due to
atr polhsion and the sickening
smell from the putrid garbage
being dumped and left open by
the Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) cleaning trucks

Fever, headache. nausea and
different air-borne diseases
have become rampant in the
neighbourhood, local peoplt
alleged  spread by the flies and
different pests from the vard
located beside the Biswa Road
At Kamalapun

D¢ C officials said they could

do little for the alleviation of
the sufferings ol the people
until the vard was lilled up
with gurhage

Law 4l people salkd the vard
will be used as a playground

The M C s not following
the normal- [iHing ritles of
dumping one laver ol sofl

sand on one layer of garbage
many people alleged
Mountains of garbage rot in

the regular heat and rains in

the open air dump yard al

Kamialapur wherfe [DOC dred
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‘Seized equipment of Sea

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. July 12:

Most of the navigational equip-

ment seized by police from Sea
Respurces Ltd., a
fishing company, are repor-
tedly being damaged in
Customs godowns due to lack
of proper care.

Police removed the equip-

ment worth about Tk two
crore to Customs godown on
May 18 and the goods already
damaged there included turbo
charger, zinc anoid, weight
roller, kupiling traside pump,
anticorrosive zinc plate bear-
ing, various types of meters
and needles etc, sources said.

leading °

Besides, piljerage of many
other seizetd goods from the
godown has been alleged, ac-
cording to sources.

Meanwhile, all the 14
trawlers of Sea Resources Ltd.
a joint venture of Bangladesh
and Thailand, remained mop-
erative due to lack of naviga-
tional equipment, company of-
ficials said.

Conseqguently, supply of
about 800 metric tons of sea
fish to the internal markets
stopped causing a price hike,
they said. Besides, it had af-
fected the country's shrimp

See Page 12 Col 6

WORLD CUP SEMI-FINALS

ON BTV THURSDAY

Bulgaria vs haly at 02:00 (BST)
- Sweden vs Brazil at 05:30 (BST)

. JEC meet begins

Agreed minutes
with Pakistan
tomorrow

A three-day meeting of the
Bangladesh-Pakistan Joint
Economic Commission [JEC) ;
began in Dhaka yvesterday mor-
ning. reports UNB.

A Joint Working Group was
constituted at the opening
session to formulate draft ag-
reed minutes on expansion of
bilateral cooperation in various
sectors. The agreed-minute is
expected tc be signed at the
concluding session tomorrow.
The Working Group will also
identify new areas of coope-
ration.

Advisor to Pakistan Prime
Minister on Finance and Eeo-
nomic Affairs V A Jalfrey. who

See Page 12 Col 2

India, Pakistan
expel each other's

diplomats’

NEW DELHI. July 12: India
and Pakistan issued expulsion
orders Tuesday against diplo-
mats from each other's em-
bassies, accusing them of re-
ceiving classified documents,
reports AP,

i was the first case in more
than a year of tit-for-tat éxpul-
sions and marked a continuing
decline in relations between
two countries that are virtually
in a state of low-level war.

Indian federal agents ar-
rested an official of Pakistan's
high commission Monday in a
fashiondble shopping district
after he had taken 117 pages
of documents f(rom an
unidentified local eontact. who
fled. police said.

The Pakistan High
Commission complained that

Manharrmad  Afje! Bajwa was
shoved into a car and beaten.

Sce Page 12 Col 4
JP announces
agitation’
programme

By Staff Correspondent
The Jatiya Party yesterday
announced a month-long agita-
tion programme to press home’
its demands for a caretaker
government and release of the
party chief Ershad.
Announcing that the pro-
gramme will start from July
21..the party's acting chief,
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury,
said the people would not
leave the streets unless their
demands were accepted.®
Chaired by the city uanit
chief. Colonel (Retd) M A Ma-
lek. the meeting at the south

u

gate of the Baitul Mukarram
See Page 12 Col 8
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