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LOS ANGELES, California,
July 11: Today's World Cup di-
ary.

" PARREIRA FIGHTS

BACK

" No sooner had Brazl beaten
Holland t6 reach the World
Cup semifinals thar coach
Carlos Alberto Parreira was
again fending off suggestions
that .his side had gone

"There has bekn a great
deal of misunderstanding.” a
miffed-looking Parreira said.
“We have never played and we
de mnet pretend to play
European style. We play with a
flat back four. We don't use the
Jong bail, We'ldon't use man to
man making. The only thing
we iry te do is organise the
team when it doesn't have the
ball. Anything else is just a lot
.'of stories."

BOOT WARS

Nike and Reebok are gain-
ing on Adidas in the foothall
boot wars. While Adidas still
clothes the German, Romanian
and Bulgarian teams, the Wall
Street journal reports that
Adidas’ share has dropped
from 85 per cent of all players
4in the 1970 World Cup to 54
per cent in 1994.
- Brazilians Romarie and
Bebeto and Sweden's Tomas
Brolin are fitted out by Nike,
and Swedish striker Martin
Dahlin is with Reebok.

BOSSY, MAYBE

Spanish coach Javier
Clemente ran a foul of his na-

celebrating Brazil's
quarter-final victory over Ho-
land on Saturday

The mountain town of
28,000 was Bradl's first-round
base. and residents took the
Brarilians to their hearts.

you
see in Los Gatos. which is
walking dewn the
sireet with dogs and stroliers ”

Gunners, Rovers
race for Sutton

LONDON. July 11: Black-
burn Rovers and Arsenal are
expected to make bids for
Norwich striker Chris Swtton
who has been put on the
transfer market for a record 5
millien pounds (dirs 7.5 mil
lien)

Norwich chairrman Robert

British transfer
would have to put
moncy by Wednesday

That will earn the club Lhe
right to speak in the 2] year
old player. but a transfer will
only go abead if Sutton agrees
o the termns and the whole -

is padd by Friday
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Romamaa 'plnymaker Ghem'g'he Hagi [R} 18 tnpped up hy Sweden’s Klas Ingesson during their quarter-final match at the
Stanford Stadmm on Juljr 10.

— AFP photo

Swedes ride on a roulette

PALO ALTO, Cali-
fornia, July 11:
Thomas Ravelli

made two penalty

shoot-out saves

£

‘equalling 1 ¥5th appearance for
Sweden on Sunday to earn his

side a place in the semifinals
of the World Cup for the first
time since 1958, reports
Reuter. :
Sweden, who finished their
quarter-final against Romania

‘with 10-men after Stefan Sc-

hwarz was sent off in extra
time, secured a meeting agai-
nst Brazil on Wednesday with a
5-4 win ,on penalties after the
sides finished 2-2 after extra
time. ‘

In what ultimately to
ramatic
matches of the tournament,
fortunes seesawed.

Ravelli eventually tipped the
balance Sweden's way.

His saves from Dan Petreseu
and Miodrag Belodedic) in the
shoot-out gave Sweden victory
after. Hakan Mild got the
penalties underway by blasting
the ball high over the Roma-
nian bar. *

After saving B:Iudedicil'

penalty td clinch the win,
Ravelll was embraced by his
ecstatic teammates who had
seen victory snatched frem
their grasp a minute from the
end of normal time when

Musings in
stupor

STANFORD, Calif, July 11:
"Fate." "luck.” and "psychology”

were the werds most often

heard in the Romanian locker
room after. their penalty
shootout loss to Sweden in the
World Cup quarterfinals Sun-

day. reports AP.

"The fact that we were in
this phase of the tournament
for the firgt time gave us great
psychological pressure.” said
Romanian coach Anghel lor-
danescu after his team lost 4-5
on penalty kicks following a 2-
2 exira-time draw.

"This was a heart-attack
match.” visibly depressed lor-
danescu said. "Mavybe this was
our fate. We could have been
the winner too, but soccer has
no mercy.”

"What can | say?" said Belo-
dedici who for a while stood

| alone at one end of the field

after his miss, while all other
Romanian players collapsed in
shock. "We should have won
after extra Yime. We were not
hacky.”

My teammates are not
blaming me for the mies. but 1
know how they feel" Belode-
dict said., "] feel even worse,
but this is soccer.’

Some of the Romanian play-
ers had tears in their eyes as
they wallked off the pitch

"It's not a matter ol tears
it's a matter of sorrow ' said
Romania s star midfielder and
captaim . Gheorghe Hag)

“The sorrow is becaiuse we

| lost on penalties. If we had lost

in the
have

it would
said

0 mimutes
been much better

| Hagl. one of the best plavers at

the tournament

Tt's hard to take a goal like
we did in the last munutes of
extra time Hagl said Beca
use of this. we lost concen
tration on the periahy Kicks

But Hagl sadd he was jea
ving the tournament i peace
because Homania demorns
trated a1 the World ¢ ap that i
can play good socoer

Florin Raducioiu equalised.
Tomas Brolin had put the
Swedes ahéad in the 79th
minute.

Romania were {hﬁ better

side during extra time and

looked to have done erough to

win when Raducioiu scored his

. second goal, and his fourth of
the tournament, in the 10l1st’

minute.
But with just five minutes of

extra. time remaining Sweden

pulled themselves back from

_the brink when Kennet Ander-

sson headed home a specu-
lative cross at the bar post.

Martin Duhlin hit a post with a
fifth minute header and again
in the 66th minute¢ when
Florin Prunea made .an out-
standing save to tip a Brolin
drive over the bar.

But there were few clear-
cut chances for either side un-
til . Sweden took the lead
through Tomas Brolin.

His goal came from a free-
kick, which coach Tommy
Svensson revealed afterwards
he had rehearsed in secret

thing in the organisation of the
Romanian delénce in their
earlier matches that 1 thought
could giw:.ﬁs an advantage and
you saw what that was when
we scored from the free-kick.”

Mild's short pass to Brolin
from the [ree-kick set the
Parma aitacker [ree. wide of

tht Romanian wall, and he

scored from an' acute angle.
Romania equalised when

 ‘Hagi-took a free-kick wide on"

the Swedish left with a minute

to go. The ball found Raducioju

who scored from close range.

- Hagi was also instrumental
.in Raducioiu's second which
came when the AC Milan.

striker blasted home from the
edg- ~f the box after 10]
TRirIUL . 3. 3

A minute after that /goal
Sweden's cause looked lost
when Englis’
Don sent off Stefan Schwarz
for his second yellow card of
the maich. )

But Sweden I;::bd back
with, Andersson's equaliser
— his fourth goal of the tour-
nament — to take the u-tch to
penalties. = .

The lhml-unt huﬂﬂhe for

‘the. Romanians left them

ejected from the finals by

'mummm-

cessive tournament. Four
.5-4 scoreline -;tu-u-nm
with Ireland.

They were dncnnnallbie

then and | as devastated
w on 8 . T 1

Referee: Philip . ‘Don
(England).

Red card: - -

Sweden — Stefan Schwarz
1102)

Yellow cards:

Romania — Gheorghe
Popescu (22)., Tibor Selyme
(35), Basarab Nica Pandura |
(109). o

Sweden — Klas |

171), Stefan Schwarz (43)
| TEAMS

Romania: |-Florin Prunea,
2-Dan Petrescu, 3-Daniel Pro-
dan, 4-Miodrag Belodedici, 6-
Gheorghe Popescu, 5-lonut
Lupescu, 7-Dorinel Munteanu
(15-Basarab Nica ™anduru 84),
10-Gheorghe Hagi, 13-Tibor
Selymes, 9-Florin Raducieiu,

I el S Moinas Ravelli,
2-Roland Nilsson, 3-Patrick
Andersson, 4-Joachim Bjork-
lund (14-Pontus Kaamark B4).
5-Roger Ljung. 6-Stefan Sch-

warz. 8-Klas Ingesson, 18-Ha
kan Mild, 11-Tomas Brolin,
19-Kennet Andersson., 10-

Martin Dahlin (7-Henrik Lar-
sson 107)

referee Philip’

|
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SARAJEVO, July 11: The
hills around Sarajevo echoed
with rhythmic gunfire on Sun-
day as Bosnlan Serh soldiers
celebrated news of Bulgaria's
victory over Germany in the
World Cup soccér competition,
reports Reuter.

The Serbs. who have sur-
rounded the Bosnian capital
‘since April 1992, share lin-
guistic, reltgious and ethnic
ties with Bulgaria and are gen-
erally hostile towards Ger-
many, against whom they
fought in World War Two.

Serb soldiers on the hills
above Sarajevo fired into the
air at each of ‘the Bulgarian
goals. -

More from
‘Maradona's
world

BUENOS AIRES, July 11:
Diego Maradona failed a drugs
test at the World Cup because
his diet contained prohibited
substances, Argentine Football
Association president Julio
Gmndana said here Sunday,

reports AFP.
Grondona said the ephed-

rine-rel#ted drugs Maradona

Eras rown out of the World
up for were neither stinmu-

lants nor for a cold.’
"He had been following a

vegetarian diet which contained

herbs and substances prohibited |

by FIFA," he said. "It was the
sort of diet people follow to get
into peak fitness."

He hoped that as the drugs
were nol intended as a stimu-
lant, football's governing body
would act leniently when they
meet to consider Maradona's
case after the World Cup.

- AFP adds from Seville:
Sevilla is demanding 1.5 mil-
lion dollars compensation from
disgraced Argentinian Wofld
Cup star Djego Maradona, the
club revealed on Monday. -

WC doesn't
amuse Cruyff

BARCELONA, July 11: Bar-
celona trainer and former Dut-
ch legend Johan Cruyff Bran-
ded the World Cup'"boring” on
Monday. reports AFP. -

Cruyfl, qu:}lcnd in the
nish newspa Periodico
de Catalunya a.rp.led the tom-
petition needed a complete
overhaul;
semi-finalist Italy of "negative”
tactics and Bulgaria uf
"chaotic” football,

Cruyfi, a former Dutch cap-
tain who looked set.to w
Holland at the 1leg

JOHAN CRUYFF
finals until he fell out with the
Dutch Football Federation. said
Bulgaria's victary over Germany
convinced him of the need for

ch !

EI?; Bulgarians are the first
to recognise their limits. They
have gol two good organisers
in Balakov and Lechkov, two
good forwards in Stoichkov
and Kostadinov.

"As for the rest of the team,
there's nothing special.”

accusing winning |

o

SAN F’R&HC]E‘C{)

California, July
11: Yet again, Ro-
mania excited the

‘Ravelli's speed deni

World Cup on a
penalty shoot-out,
but not before they had a
chance to show. just how far
Romanian football has come in
four years, reports

Swedish keeper ‘Thomas

nia in the quarter-final penaity
shoot-out putting an end to a
run that included victories
over South American peower-
house Argentina, the Urlited
States and Colombia.

Romania's fast-breaking ga-
me was less effective against
the defensively minded Swe-
des, who kept clbse tabs on
midfield pla}r -maker Gheorghe
Hagi as well as forwards Ilie
Dumiirescu and Florin Radu-
ciofu.

The loss echoed their sec-
ond-round defeat four years
ago in Italy, when Jack Charl-

ton's Ireland beat them in a '

shoot-out.

- But
Angliel lordanescu, who saw
his team take a 2-1 extra-time
lead only to give it back, was
philosophical.

“We could not just play this
game forever,” he said, almost
laughing at the question. "A
decision had to be made. I

could not say that this was a

disadvantage. Maybe this is our
ate.
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Roma- .

Romanian Managtr _

"At this time, we could haw:

"Soccer has no mercy, so |-
don't think it"s worth dis-
cussing.” '

At least the Romanian play-
ers had the satisfaction of
reaching the quarter-finals of
the World Cup for the first
time.

In the process, they showed
how Romanian football has
blossomed in the more liberal

‘atmosphere that followed the
1989 revolution

December
that ended in the execution of
Nicolae Ceaucescu.

"Our country has always
possessed talented players,”
Iordanescu said. "In the past
political system, players could
not cultivate their own image
and personality. Now they are
showing what they can give.”

Hagi. in particular, has
earned kudos for his ability to

feed Raducioiu and Dum1=

irescu.

He has also gone some way
toward 'silencing
have accused him of failing to
live up to his pntmti:l

"He can have his bad days,”
lordanescu said. "l was not
happy with his performance
in the second half against
Switzerland and | spoke to
him about  it.

"But what he means to the
team is something like what
Maradona or Cruyff meant to
their national teams.”

Hagi was one of t.hc ﬂrat

IS STREGT The Sed ccer tam ncknwledge the app auu of

critics - who -

Romanian ;ﬂaym to seek his
fortune overseas after the
1990 World Cup.

His first foray ‘in western
Europe was an unsuccessful -
stint at Real Madrid. -

A move to Italian eclub
Brescia has proved more fruit-
ful, and now eight of lorda-
nescu's first-choice players
compete abroad, in Spain,
Italy, Germany, Belgium and
Holland.

Though many of the players
play their trade outside Roma-
nia, their success here has
galvanised a nation plagued by
inflation, unemployment and

"~ ethnic tension.

The second round vietory
over Argentina prompted the
biggest street demonstrations
since the revolution.

Now the challenge facing
Romanian football is to make
the success work for them;
rather than letting it cannibal-
ize their best talent.

While Jordanescu admits
that playing in eompetitive
leagues abroad breeds compet-
itive players, he is critical of
Romamdan clubs who sell play-
ers cheap to clubs in neigh-
bouring countries. _

He has also warned Roma-
nian football officials -against
neglecting youth programmes.

If they heed him, lorda-
nescu's optimistic look toward
the 1996 European Cham-

pionships and bcymd may

prnv: to be untl:hd

their supporters after recﬁrdmg a memorable 5-4 win in the tie-breaker against Romania
at theé Stanford Stadium on July- 10 Sweden will meet Brml in the first semifinal on

Celebratlo Swedish wa

TOCKHOLM.
J uly 11: Thousa-
nds of young soc-
cer fans charged

%
ont to the streets
shouting. daneci-
ng, drinking and stripping off
thelr clothes in the first light
of Monday, celebrating Swe-
den’'s best soccer performance
since 1958, reports Reutér.

As a sudden death penalty

shoot-out against Romania in
San Francisco on Sunday took
Sweden into the world cup
semifinals around 3,000 sup-
porters poured out of
Stockholm's bars into the cap-
{tal's central Sergel Square.

After a sweltering weekend
in most major cities; with
temperatures around 30 de-
grees celsius, a bath in the city
centre fountain.was a welcome.

"They are drunk with joy."
a policeman said

Iin downtown Stockholm,
fans danced and waved
Swedish flags lo be tune of
} drums. car horns and trum-

pets. ctl:hratjng the country's
greatest soccer feat since fin-
ishing runner-up in the 1958
World Cup finals. -’

Some of the happy fans re-
joicéd, chanting
world champions,” although
their semifinal opponents are
three-times world champions
and leading favourites Brazil,

Enthusiastic fans climbed
onto the roof of a local com-
muter bus and almost rocked
it over. Police had to intervene
to help a pregnant woman who

. felt labor pains get through the

milling crowd and traffic jam.
Similar scenes were re-

ported from Goteborg and
Malmo, Sweden's second and
third largest cities.

In Goteborg, fans celebrated
veteran keeper Thomas Rawvelli
a little extra. Ravelll, who
saved two penalties in the
shootout, plays fnr IFK
Goteborg.

The emergency su:rﬂrt op-
erator in Malmo saild that no
phone calls were made during

.the match. But after Ravelli

“Sweden-.

— AFP photo

saves his second penl]‘lyy
suring Sweden a place in the
top four, a woman called to say

_her husband was suffering
- from chest pajna anl.‘l needed

assistance.

1 wanted to call earlier, but
he forbade me,” the wgman
told the emergency operator

mdh%td the national news
H,Fl“:r +

“Newspapers devoted en-
tire covers and supplements to
the save.”

“Now you are the greatest
of them all Ravelli.,” the tabloid
Aftonbaldet wrote across an
enormous colour photograph
of the sprawling keeper wra-
pped over both front and back
pages.

Even coach Tommy Swén-
sson, whom most level-headed
Swedes consider the most
measured man in the world. °
was Amazed.

Few wanted to remind Sve-
nsson that Sweden has never
beaten Brazil, but he looked
like a man ready to set that
historical record ﬂmjﬁhl

tﬁ. F!T]’”Jl'- RAVELLI The Swedish goalkeeper stre tches to his left for the match winning
save against Homania's Miodrag Belodedin shot in the sudden death penalty shot-out at the
Qeundford Stadium on July 10 Sweden booked a passage mto the sem ifinals defeating
Romania 54 in the tie-breaker after the match was locked 2-2 during the 120 piinute
marathon encounter AP photo
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A farceur s flight to fame

PALO ALTO, Cali-
fornia, July 11:
The ageing come-
dian of Swedish
. soccer had the la-

st laugh, repérts

Reuter.

Goalkeeper Thomas Ravelli,
known for his practical jokes
off the field. has been under
fire from Sweden's media all
season for his faulty form for
chab and country

But the critics were si-
lenced on Sunday when the
A4 -year-old IFK Gothenburg
keeper s saves in a penalty
shoot -out c¢linched Sweden
victory over Romania and a
place in the World Cup semifi
nals for the first time for 36
VEArsS

Stayving cool in the heat and
drama ol the shoot -oul, Ravelli
managed to get his left hand to
save Romanian detender Mio
drag Helodedici's sudden
death penally and seal the
shioot out for the Swedes 5-4.

Ravelll equalled the Swe
dish record ol 115 Inlerna
tional appearances in the dra
matic quarter final vlash
wlideh wenl (o penallies aller
fliniahed at 2.2 N

was his experience under
pressure that saved the day in
the shoot-out.

"} was not nervous at all {for
the last penalty), | knew | had
nothing te lose and everything
to win," he said. "l was just
thinking that | would be a hero
if 1 could save it.

"I think he was very nervous
and under a lot of pressure.
But 1 must admit | fen’t like
the penalty shoot-outs. | would
rather we had sudden death
(normal play). It is not the
right way to decide a game.”

Ravellis 115 appearances
take him closer to the world
record of 125 caps held by
former England goalkeeper
Peter Shilton. With Germany
captain Lothar Matthaeus,
Ravelli has a chance (o chal
lenge Shilton's mark if the
keeps to his geal of competing
for another two seasons.

Work might get in the way
of the semi- professional pla
yer's hopes ol writing his name

further in the history books,
however. The former high
juunyper, who had a twin bro

ther Andreas who also won 41
caps for Sweden. works as an
electronic goods salesman

But, never mind the long
term future, Ravelll was l.l.'l-f
capable of thinking a few day
ahead to Wednesday's semifinal
with Brazil in Les les as
he headed off to the
reoms to change .mtr the
match.

"1 didm’t think lhnut the
record today at all. I the
match had been a friendly
maybe 1 would have thought
about it,” he said. "Now | am
just so tired. 1 will start think-
ing about Arasil in a few hours.”

Ravelli s escapades on
Sunday had an uncanny parallel
with Uerman keéeper Beodo
IMgner's perfermance in the
semifinals of the 1990 tour-
Nt

After being under intense
pressure to be dra before
the tournament, HMgner boun
ced back to make a key save in
a penalty shoot-out ta give
Germany victory over England
i Twin

(n a day when Lhe Germans
went out of the 1994 tourna-
ment at the hands of Bulgaria,
it was Ravellis rurn Lo thumb
his nose al the critics and take
hig teani one step closer 1o the
final



