i

First with the news,

Che ﬁnlg Star

KBest with the views

VOL. [l NO. 166 REGD. NO. DA 781

=~ Inside Today
Sport

World Cup features

World Cup notebook
Pages 5,6, 7 -

Article

Political Disaster
Ahead!

by Muslehuddin Ahmad
Page 4

Internationﬁl

Shortage of funds
forces India to halt
major nuclear power
programme

South Yemeni leaders
plan guerilla war
Page 9

‘Business

Dhaka facing trade
deficit with most
SAARC countries

G-7 will ask Paris Club
to write off South's
debts
Pages 10, 11

- ==

Feature

Development

- Prospects of energy
production from biogas
in Bangladesh; Giving
hope to Dhaka city's
slums; and Alarm over
rice price rise
I Page 8

Metropolitan.
Dhaka Day by Day

| Dangerously Charming
Page 3

NEWS BRIEFS

ALWC meets
today

- An emergency meeting of
the central working commit-
tee of the Awami League will
be held today at 5 pm at 29
Minto Road with party chief
Sheikh Hasina in the chair
reports UNB.

2 JCD activists
expelled

Twoe Dhaka University ac
tivists of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) have been
expelled while two others sus-
pended for a month. Campus
sources said Monir Hossafn
Raki and Rezaul Karim Rinku
were expelled while Dani and
Mamun suspended on Saturday
for their antji-organisational
activities reporia UNB
—

SAARC ministers' confce opens in City

ASHAR 27, 1401 BS

The first ever SAARC Fi-
nance and Planning Ministers’
Conference began in the city
vesterday with a call to work
collectively for the alleviation
of poverty in Squth Asia.

“In our region. mass pover-
ty still remains the main so-
uree of concern. Unfortunately,
8o far we have had limited su-
ccess individually and collec-
tively in tackling this prubl:mn

Dhaka*s strategy
By Staff Gorraspundent
" Finance Minister M Saifur

Rahman Sunday has said a

broad-based sustainable high
growth rate is a cornerstone of
Bangladesh’s strategy for po-
verty alleviation.

¥ See Page 12 Col 4

______

SAARC Cairperaﬂn and Prime Minister BEI

By Staff Correspondent

The depressing statistics that
South Asia harbours the
world’s largest concentration
of poverty continues to haunt
us,” said Prime Minister and
Chairperson of SAARC Begum
Khaleda Zia.

Portraying the poverty situ-

ation prevailing in South Asia’

in her inaugural address at the

two-day conference being held

at the lnt&rnat!mhl - Cnnfer-

Singh stresses

'nmeeo«)pm-atum

By Staff Correspondent

The challenge of SAARC is
to manage the interdepen-
dence among the member na-
tions through cooperative and
mutually beneficial strategies
to improve the socio-economic

See Page 12:Col 7

ence Centre yesterday mor-
ning, Begum Zia gave a clarion
call to the SAARC countries to
offer “striking examples of
innovative, imaginative and
successful poverty reduction
programmes.”

“We need ‘to develop a
cnmmun South Asian perspec-
tive on the role of NGOs in the
field of poverty alleviation,
both nationally and regionally.

| Jaﬂrey favours a
2-pronged approach

By Staff Currespondent

Pakistan has suggested a
two-pronged approach to com-
bat poverty at the national and
regional level in South Asia;
seeking lntr&regional coope-
ration in population contrel

o

See Page 12 Col 7
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Evolve effective programmes
to fight poverty: PM

/

We need to exchange informa-
tion and Initiate studies on the
adverse impact of social vio-
lence, unrest and insurgencies
on poverty eradication pro-
grammes,” the SAARC Chair-
person said. :

“We also need to systemati- .| |
- cally study the effects of natu-
ral disasters in creating new -

and sudden poverty,”
See Page 12 Col 1

investment
Sri Lankan representative

vesterday cautioned the SAARC
finance and planning ministers

she

that the structural reforms

programme may flounder un-
less accompanied by adequate
investment in poverty allevia-

- See Page 12Col 8 -
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m Khaleda Zia delwermg her 1ndugurdl address at the first meeting of the

SAARC Finance and Planning ministers at the International Conference Centre (ICC) in the city yesterday. — PID photo
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Bulgaria's lordan Letchkov {L] kicks the ball away from Germany's Martin Wagner du:rmg
the first half of their World Gup quarl:er-ﬁnal in Giant Stadium yesterday. Bulgaria won the

match 2-1.

EAST RUTHERFORD. N J,
July 10: Two goals in three
minutes by Hristo Stoichkov
and Yordan Letchkov ended
Germany’s reign as World Cup

| | holders Sunday and put 20-]

outsiders Bulgaria into the
semifinals for the first time on
a 2-1 scoreline, reports AP.

German captain Lothar
Matthaeus. making a record-
tving 21st World Cup appear-
ance, had lired the Germans
ahead from the penalty spot in
the 49th minute.

But Stoichkov curled in a
25-meter [ree kick in the 76th
minute and Letchkov, who was
at fault for the penalty, scored
with a spectacular diving
header.

Bulgarta, who had not won a

World Cup game in five previ
ous visits'to the finals, now wﬂl

meet three-time titlist Italy in
the semifinal, also at Giants

‘Stadium, on Wednesday.

It was a sad ending for a
German team that had won
the trophy in 1954, 74 and
'90 and had been runner-up
three times. But
Bulgarians celebrated one the

biggest upsets in the Cup’s his-
tory with the winning goal
coming from a German-based
player, Hamburg's Letchkov.

the

— AFP photo

Outsiders Bulgaria send the
- champions packing

In a high-quality game at
Giants Stadium, Germany's
Juergen Klinsmmann had
chances to to his World
Cup tally of five goals in four
games.

-Matthaeus, playing impres-
sively at the back ol his de-
fence. tied the World Cup ap-
pearance record of 21 games
with countryman Uwe Seeler,
Wiladislaw Zmuda of Poland and
Argentine -superstar Diego
Maradona.

Bulgarian goalkeeper Boris--
lav Mihailov fumbled a long
range shot from Marfin Wa-
gner in the fifth minute but his
forwards almost made the
breakthrough at the other end
in the 12th. _

Nasko Sirakov get round
the back of the Geérman de-
fence and produced an angled
shot that goalkeeper Bodo

IGG meet may
be shifted

By Sohel Manzur

The fifth meeting of the
Inter-Governmental Group
(1GG) of the SAARC member-
states. which was scheduled to
be held in” Pakistan this mon
th, may be shifted as the gro-
und work for it is yel to be
completed, according to sour-
ces concerned.

The ground work mainly
concerns preparation of final
request lisis' and exchange of
those among the member-
states to secure concessions
under the South Asian Prefer-
ential Trade Arrangement

(SAPTA).

No other SAARC member
except Bangladesh has fi-
nalised the request lists'
mentioning the iems ol ex-
port inierest to particular
member-states with the re-
guesi for tariff concessions to
certain extent. Bangladesh has

already sent its ‘request lists’

to - the six other SAARC mem-

bers and is awaiting receipt of

those from them. A final agree-

ment on the issue is likely to

be reached al the forthcoming
See Page 12 Col 6

Interview with The Daily Star

SAARC can contribute in
social sectors :J aﬂi'ey

by M Anwarul Haq

"SAARC can make a signili-
cant contribution in the area of
poverty alleviation, which is a
major challenge facing all the
member countries of the re
glon.”

. This was stated by V A
Jaffrey, Adviser to the Prime
Minister of Pakistan on
Financial and Economic
Affairs, in an exclusive inter-
view with The Daily Star yes

Tomorrow, Indian Finance
Minister Manmohan Singh

speaks to The Daily Star.

terday.

Jaffrey who holds the rank
of ‘@ cabinet minister and is
heading his country's delega-
tion at the on-going meeting of
SAARC financewand planing
ministers. said there are a
number of fields in which the
association’'s member states
can expand Lheir cooperation.
These areas, he felt, were par-

' positions

utular]}r in the social seciors
like ~agriculture, ‘health,
poverly elimination schemes
and infermation technology.

. The wvisiting minister felt
that in the long ternr SAARC
holds tremendous potential,
but in the short term, unre-
solved disputes between mem-
ber-states act as hmpediments.

Jaffrey said the process of
integration and coeperation
was always a slow proless.
However, if one evaluated the
progress- of SAARC since its
inception, the record has not
on the whule been disappoint-
g,

The Pakistan minister, who
is a retired civil servant and
had served his country in key
including that of
Finance Secretary, viewed that
more progress ls possible in

social areas than in the sphere
of trade between the SAARC
See Page 12 Col 3

Scorers
Yordan

C orrvers
DMtsides
Yellow rards
Red cards

Game 3 Buigaria 2 ;: Germany |

Bulgaria in ssmifinals
Bulgana—Hnsio Stowhkov 76th
Letchkov 79h

(ermany— Lothar Matthaeus 49

MATCH STATISTICS
Bulgaria Germany
Croals 2 1
Shots on goal b4 2
FOns 2 24

q
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G-7, Russia for greater
efforts to end tensions

NAPLES (ltaly}. July 107 G-7
leaders and Russian President
Boris Yeltsin urged today
greater efforts to end tensions
in the world's hotspots., no-
tably North Korea, Bosnia,
Israel and Haiti, on the final
day of the Group of Seven
summit here. reports AFP.

in a chairman’'s statement
issued at the end of the politi-
cal summit. transformed today
into a 'G8 gathering by the
first-time attendance of Russia.
the heads of the leading indus-
trialised countries called on
North Korea to freeze its nu
clear programime.

The G-7 statement, issued
in place of a formal commu
nigue., urged Pyongyang to
continue talks with the United
States on inspections of its
suspect nuclear facilites de
spite the death of North
Korean President Kim [1-Sung
Friday. and to go ahead with a
scheduled unprecedenied
surtsmit later this month with
South Korea

Following the death of Kim

ISung:. we mus! continue Lo
seek a solution to Lthe problem
created by North Korea's deci- !
sion to withdraw from the

International Alomic Energy

Agency (IAEA)," said the:
statement, presented by lalian
Prime Minister and summit

host Silvio Berlusconi.

The leaders also urged
Pyongyang to ensure total
openness concerning s nu
clear programme. and said
they supported dialogue to re-
solve the impasse.

"We stress the |mportance
of North Korea maintaining
the freeze on its nuclear pro
gramme. including not repro
cessing spent fuel or reloading
its nuclear reactors.” the
siatement said

North Korea is suspected of
diverting nuclear [uel to & se
crel weapons programimne

The eight also agreed to
‘cooperale 10 prevent nuclear
smugghng' following reports

that organised crime

CHT truce
extended
till Sept 30

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 10: The
Shantibahini leaders today ag-
reed to extend the ceasefire in
Chittagong Hill Tracts until
September 30. The ceasefire
now in force there is due to
expire on July 15.

The agreement came at the
second round of talks held to-
day at Dudukchhari border vil-
lage under Khagrachhari ‘hill
district between the parlia-
mentary sub-committee and a
team of Parbatya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity (PCJSS],
the parent organisation of
tribal rebels, The talks that be-
gan at 10-30 am lasted five

hours.

The government side was
led by Rashed Khan Menon MP
while the four-member PCJSS
team was headed by its presi-
dent Jeotindra Bodipriaya Lar-
ma alias Shanto Larma.

The two sides also agreed
to hold more meetings to find
out a peaceful settlement of
the CHT issue.

KATHMANDU,
Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala resigned Sunday after

July 10:

losing a crucial vote iIn
Parliament marking a serious
setback to the Himalayan na
tion's three:-year-old experi-

ment with democracy, the
state-owned radio reported,
reports AP,

Koirala submitted his resig-
See Page 12 Col 3

Polls sans Opposition absurd: Nasim

The opposition parties in
Parliament yesterday said that
if the ruling party tried to hold
general elections without the
major opposition parties, it
would act as a boomerang.

Opposition <Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim told a press
briefing yesterday that al ef-
forts by the ruling party to
bring the opposition back to
Parliament would be futile un-
less they tabled a bill for a
carelaker government.

He declined to answer a
question whether the ruling
party tried to woo the smailer
parties to join Parliamnent.

Mohammad Nasim said the
Baogra by-election proved that
the people were less enthusi-
astic ‘about any election boy-
cotted by opposition parties.

"It was a volerless election
according to press reports and
the Election Commission.”
Nasim claimed.

The Opposition Chief Whip
said thev had information that
the budget session of parlia-
mient would be prorogued any-
iy but the nuling ... was yet to
iniroduce a caretaker bill in
litne with the opposition de-

Mark Tully
resigns
from BBC

LONDON, July 10: Mark
Tully. the BBC's South Asia
correspondent who openly
criticised the BBC under
Director General John. Birtm
announced his resignation on
Saturday after ﬂm for the
corpotation for 30 years, re-
ports AFP.

In as k‘rt::nrnth'umlndh
Tully sa it vas no |

ble for him to work
the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration because he could not
defend his views in public.

"I am very proud to have
worked with the BBC for 30
years. | had hoped to continue
the wogk for the Corporation,
but that is no longer possible.

"Since | expressed my
views on the changes being
made within the BBC in July
Jast year, | have sought to ne-
gotiate a position which would
allow me to defend my stance
in public, especially when i is
questioned.

“The BBC has required that
| do not apeak on matters on

See Page 12 Col 8
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By Staff Corredpepdents,

w

H: said that tae #n, osithoy
parties would renungfvale
their agitation to force . g
government accept the de-

~ the opposition parties sal in

apandl. _
Nasim said the leaders

s 2

meeting with Deputy
See Page 12 Col 6
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