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Metal statue |
of 'Shiv'

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR. July 9 : The cen
tury old metal statue having

images of the Hindu God "Shiv’
recently din;m:-rd from the
Tush Bhandar batarini Kali
Mandir, according 'to the
temple sources

The metal statue weighing
about one hundred kilograms
was erected by the then land-
lord (samindar] of the area iIn-
side the temple. It was learnt
that the statue, worth Taka
one crore., was made of gold
and other valuable metals. Due
to latk of proper care and se-
curity the piece of the fine
statue was ecasily stolen, al

feged a local villager.

Few more valuable pieces ol
similar metal statues of Hindu
Gods were also stolen from the
tempile over the years, says an-
other village member.

Tk 57.71 lakh

sanctioned
for school

development work

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET July 9: A total of
Taka 54 lakh 71 thousand has
been sanctioned for construe-
tion of .new class rooms in
seven secondary high schools
ol greater Sylhet region during
the current fiscal year. The
Facilities department has
taken necessary steps to start
the construction works.

An official source informed
this correspondent that the
schools selected under the
project includes, Bardesh High
School in Kanaighat thana of
Sylhet, Adarsha High School of
Sylhet sadar thana, Rautgaon
High School of Kulaura thana
under Moulvibazar Singkapon,
Aftab Uddin High School of
Moulvibazar sadar. Syedpur
High School of Jagannathpur
thana in Sunamganj. Paharpur
Basanta Kumar High School of
Ajmirigan| thana in Habigan|
and Umairgaon High School in
Sylhet sadar thana.

One class room building will
be constructed in each of
these institutions, the source
added.

An estimated amount of
Taka 7 lakh 81 thousand 67
has been sanctioned for each
of the schools. Construction
works would be started within
a month or two, the source
added.

Housewife
beaten to death

DINAJPUR. July g9: A
housewife of Shekpura village
in Kotwali thana was allegedly
beaten to death by her husband
on Friday, says UNB. -

But the husband Saiful Islam
of the victim Ashera Khatun
informed the police that his
wife committed suicide by
hanging herself in the room.

Police arrested Saiful Islam
en the same day on the basis of
@ complaint lodged by a Union
Parishad member that Ashera
was beaten to death by her
husband.

Another report adds: Some
30 posts of Headmasters of
government Primary schools of
the district have been lying va-
cant for a long time hampering
education,

According to official
sources. eight post are lying
vacant in sadar thana. three
posts each in Parbatipur and

. Birol thanas'and two post each

in the rtmainmg eighl thanas.

HANGPUR The newly mnatructed hospital-cum- chnu:

Hena Memorial Hos pital at

Natlonal

1 e s

Rangapukur in Mithapukur thana so far offered treatment to some 22,000 patients free of
cost. The 33-bed hospital cost Taka 30 lakh to construct which was provided by a local

industrialist and social worker.
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Govtynon-govt primary schools|

in Kishoreganj face problems

KISHOREGANJ July 9
Most of the government and
non-government primary
schools in 13 thanas of
Kishoreganj district have been
facing manifold problems in-
cluding shortage of teachers
and accommodation, lack of
necessary appliances like
blackboards. chalk, .dusters
etc, paucity of pure drinking
water, sho of flunds, furni-
ture and frregular payment of
salary.

According to district pri-
mary education department,
there are 808 government and
369 non-government primary
schools in the district.

The total number of the
students in government

" schools in 2.36,937 while the

non-government schools have
53,855 students. As many as
162 .posts of primary teachers
have been lying vacant for a
long time.

Mosl of the non-govern-
mernt primary schools estab-
lished under local initiatives
have not yet received govern-
ment recognitions although
these institutions have a good
number of students and other
requisite facilities. Some of
these schools were set up be-
fore the Liberation War and
have been running in de-
plorable condition. Due to fund
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constraints payment of salary

of the teachers remain irregn-
lar over the years. As a result,

many teachers have already left

their respective institutions in
utler disappointment.

On the other hand. the goy-
ernment scRools have also
been plagued with Innumer-
able ‘problems hampering the
very purpose of the Universal
Primary Education Programme
to a great extent.

Most of the schools have
been lacking requisite number
of benches. As a resull, stu-
dents are to sit on bricks or
mats. In some schools there is
not a_ single chair and the
teachers are to sit on benches.

The supply of necessary ap-
pliances including black
boards, chalk, duster is too
inadequate.

Ninety percent of - the
schools do not have play-
grounds. Besides, most institu-
tions have no lavatory and uri-
nal except a few schools much
to the affliction of the stu-
dents. Most of these institu-
tions do not hawve sufficient ac-
commodation. Classes of those
schools are being taken under
the open sky but that too be-
comes impessible during the
rainy season.

On the other hand, a good
number of E.Ehmls are running

in dilapidated buildings. The
roofs of the schools buildings
soak water ever after a slight
rainfall which forces the
teachers to suspend classes
frequently.

Due to shortage of funds the
managementis are not in a po-
sition to repair the schools.
Shortage of teachers is another
hindrance to proper education
of the students. Besides dearth
of trained teachers has aggra-
vated the problem. Some of
the teachers who are clinging
to their jobs complained that
they were nol receiving their
salaries for months together.

Social leaders expressed
the fear that many of the exist-
ing schools will face closure
shortly if remedial measures
are not taken. Moreover, some
of the teachers are not dis-
charging their duties regularly
as alleged by the guardians.

The primary schools which
had been damaged by floods,
storms. cyclones and other
natural calamities during the
last few years have not yet
been repaired in rural areas.

The guardians have ap-
pealed to the authority con:
cerned to take effecfive steps
so that the long standing prob-
lems of the primary schools
are redressed.

L

50 thousand fishermen in
Chandpur face unemployment

CHANDPUR. July 9: About
fifty thousand fishermen ol the
district are facing unemploy-
ment because of abnormal fall
of quantity of fish in the river
of Meghna, Padma and other
rivers.

The fish production in the
disirict has suffered a serious
set back due to massive silta-
tion of rivers. canals and indis-
criminate catching of fish fry
this year. Fish production is
also hampered due to the out-
break of fish diseases alarm-
ingly.

Unabated catching of hilsa
and pangas f[ries by Jarge

number of fishermen also
“hampered the natural growth
of fish in the area.

It is alleged that a group of
people living along the river-
| side of Meghna catch fish [ry
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rampantly defying the govern-
ment ban during breeding
time.

Fish diseases that broke out
alarmingly perished about fifty
percent of the total fish of the
district.

Increased use of .insecti-
cides in the crop fields per-
ished a huge quantity of fish.

Fish is not cultivated prop-
erly in the waterbodies of the
district. The fishermen could
not increase fish production
due to their fund shortage.
They neither get bank loans
nor any other financial help
from any source.

Meanwhile a large number
of fishermen had left their
ancestral profession and had
Ltaken other occupation.

About ten thousand people

o {"‘h.andpur district are sulffer-

ing from TB. Chandpur TB
cinic has been facing numer-
ous problems causing immernse
sufferings to the patients. The

clinic has no medical appli-
ances and apparatus to diago-

nise the TB patients.
Shortage of necessary
medicines is also reported. TB

patients of the clinic are pot
getting proper ireatment due

to alleged carelessness of the-

doctors and paramedics. staff

of the Cii.l’tl
It is alleged doctors and the

paramedics rermain always busy
with their private business.
Most of the TB patients come
from the working classes and
are living below the poverty

line. So they cannot afford to
the private doctors for the

treatment ol the disease. A
large number of TB patients
visit the clinic everday.

One shot at,

3 abducted
by miscreants

KUSHTIA, July §: Activists
of an outlawed party shot dead
a man and abducted three
others from Kusra village in
Mirpur thana of the district
recently. reports UNB.

The dead was identified as
Nasir Al 35 and the abducted
persons are Hannan, 36 , Wa-
hab, 35 and the identity of
other one could not be ascer-
tained.

Earlier, three
killed and

people were
15 others received

- bullet injuries in the same vil-

lage in a flerce clash between
the two rival groups of the wvil-
lagers early last month.

Meanwhile, a man was
killed in a road accident on
Kushtia-Daulatpur road re-
cently

According (o witnesses, a
big bundie of betel leaf fell on
the victims, Karim Biswas, 45,
from a running night coach
while he was travelling in a
rickshaw van.

Two sentenced
to life-term

RANGPUR. Jwuly 9: Two
people were sentenced to life
term and fined Tk 5.000 each,
in default, to suffer another six
months Rl for killing a minor
girl. court sources said here
recently, reports UUNB.

In the same judgement, the
District and Sessions Judge,
Mohammad Ibrahim also
awarded punishment to five
others to suffer six months and
another man (o one and a half
months Rl while 25 others
were acquitted.

Kahor Mamond and Kashem
All were given life term .im-
prisongpent.

The prosecution story, in
brief. is that all the accused
swooped on the houses of Ab-
dus Samad. Shajuddin and Ab-
dur Rahim, village Horiapara in
Saidpur thana of Nilphamari
district on July 18 following a
dispute over a piot of land in
1989.

The aecused beat the in-
mates mercilessly and stabbed
Abdur Rahman's minor daugh-
ter Selina Khatun causing her
instantaneous death and injur-
ing others seriously.

Young girl
trafficked
to India

SIRAJGAN.], July 9: A minor
girl from a village in sadar
thana was taken to India by
women triffickers on June 21,
police said, reports UNB.

Anowara 12, daughter of
Abdul Majid, a day labourer of
Kandapara village was allured
by the trafficker, Kokan alias
Matin that he was willing to
marry her.

At one stage, Kokan took
her at Lalgola border point of
Rajshahi district by train from
Raipur and sold her for an
emount of Tk 15,000 to the
Indtian women traffickers.

[t may be mentioned that
Kokan came to the village a
month ago from Dinajpur and
circulated that he worked in
Bangladesh Biman. Later. he
allured Anowara in the name of
marriage.

When the matter came to
light, Yusuf Sheikh, maternal
uncle of Anowara, filed a case
against Kokan, his father
Chandu, mother Sharefa
Khatun and sister Shabana
Khatun in sadar thana on June
22,

In -the petition Yusuf men-
tioned two boatmen as wit-
nesses who said Kokan took
Anowara to India on their boat.

| They are Firoze and Yusuf Ali,
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locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.

| Rahmatullah,
M Mukhlesur Rahman, Depulty

equals O, it

Md Hahnmtﬁuliah. new
BAUOA president.

BAUOA office
bearers

AGRI-VARSITY, (Mymen-
singh), July 9 : Mohammad
(Engineer) and

Director. Planning and Deve-
lopment have been elected
president and general secre-
tary respectively of the
Bangladesh Agricultural Univ-
ersity Officers’ Association
\BAUOA) at an election held

recently at the BAU Teachers-
Student Cenlre, says a BAU

press release.

Other elected office-bearers
were : vice-presidents: Md To-
lazzal Hossain and Md Lutfor
Rahman, Joint secretaries -
Md Masihur Rahman Khan and

Nurul Haque, treasurer - Md
Rafiqul Haque, members - Md
Nazibur Rahman, Abdul Han-

nan, Md Aziz Ahmed and K M
Shamsul Islam
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He still fights to preserve his works

JHENIDAH, July 9 : The emi-
nent artist,. Mustafa Aziz a
freedom fighter and son of
CGulam Mustafa is now beg-
ging from door to door for
help to get back his pater
nal house hack.

Born in 1923 in Mano-harpur
of Sailkupa thana, the artist
secured diploma in applied
arts from Calcutta College
of Arts and Crafts. He first
joined as an arts teacher
in Nawabpur High School
A few years later his ser-
viceas were terminated on
charge of so called subver
sive activities. In 1965 he
joined as a lecturer in
Jhenidah Cadet College. He
went into retirement in
1980

Mustafa Aziz started his ca-
reer as an artist as early as
at the age of ten. His works
include pencil sketches. So
far he has more than 9,000
brilliant pieces of work in
his collection. His sketches
include portraits of renow-
ned personalities like
Hossain Shahid Suhrawar-
di. Jainul Abedin. Kamrul
Hassan, Turkish poet
Elhan Berk, Malaysian poet
Yahiva Yunus. Iranian poet

From Delwar Kabir

Puji Haadi, Romanian poet
Tugnitinov and Dr Damiel

singer

Chuk. Pakistami

Mustala Azz

Ostad Salamat Ali Samrat
Gulam Al Pallt Kabi
Jasimuddin and tmany

more

His pencil sketches included
well known persons from
72 countries most of which

were published in many
newspapers around the
world. His works, no

doubt, were well covered
by the international media
About a dozen or so exhibi-
tions were arranged in his

honour in many countries
mcihading Europe.

Sallakupa 'thana parishad
lately arranged an exhibi-
tion of his works which,
unfortunately. was repf-
sented by wvery poor ex-
hibits.

Talking to this correspon-
dent. Mustafa Aziz sald. he
had high hope of publish-
ing his works but fund
constraints bar him from
dotng this

Many of his favourite sketches
were ruined due to lack of
proper preservation facili-
ties. Aziz regretted that
the government had neo
initiative to preserve his
works. He had planned to
sell some of this fine
pleces of art but o one
came forward to help. he
said. He added that the
proposed Gulam Mustafa
academy to be constructed
still remains a dream.

At the age of 72, Aziz stili
fights te preserve his
works. There were days
when he could afford only
one meal a day. This condi-
tion has not improved
much. He still seeks help
to find a new way of Jife

Fanu Miah. a beggar and two sireet Kids do nol escape Aziz s eves,

Poor fry supply in Satkhira

Shrimp output target may fall.

SATKHIRA, July 9 : Short-
age and high price of shrimp
fry have seriously affected
shrimp cultivation in the dis-
trict.

According to reports, hun-
dreds of shrimp cultivators
throughout the district have
been facing short supply of
shrimp fry. This crisis has al-
ready drawn gloomy picture
over the production target

_severely affecting export target

this season. Sources say that
less than half the target of
shrimp output is expected
from the region as most of the
shrimp culture fields remain
half empty.

It is understeod that due to

| lack of hatchery in the region

shrlm'p fry supply has been to-

Frnm{)m'Cmmmdent
tally dcpendcd on natural pro-
duction. However, natural way
of produétion takes twice the
time as a hatchery takes. In
the meantime, fry produced
naturally have already been
consumed by the. cultivators
which met less than one third
the total demand in the dis-
trict. .

" Meanwhile. due to short
supply cost of shrimp fry has
sharply increased. One thou-
sand fry cost between Taka
1600 and 1800 in the local
markets now as against Tk

1000 and 1200 earlier. This
price hike has also contributed

to decline in shrimp output
expected from the region.
Those who have already in-
vested in shrimp cultivation
prnjerta are now in trouble.

These businessmen had taken
loan from different commer-
cial banks at high rates of in-
terest for the projects. The
money they had taken have al-

"~ ready been invested in various

works like field preparations,
building embankments etc.

Many of the cultivators had
taken loan in advanee from
their 'contacts’' who garantees

"to buy the lot of the shrimp.

Already in trouble; these culti-

vators are depending on supply
of fry from other districts.

In the meantime, many
traders worry that marginal
cultivators who had taken loan
from commercial banks may
not be able to repay the doans .
in time.

JHENIDAH, July 9 : The
peasants through out southern
districts of the country have
shown their keen interest to
cultivate their land in
contract’ system instead of
‘barga’ system. The new system
of cultivation was widely ac-

cepted by the farmers of
Jhenidah, Magura Narail, Jes-
sore., Khulna. Bagerhat.

Satkhira, Meherpur, Chuad-
anga, Kushtia and Faridpur
districts.

The new system of cultiva-
tion would not change the
method of cultivation but
would change or replace the
age-old 'harga’ system.

The new system was widely
supported by the peasants of
the area because the 'contract’
system would cut down ex-
penditure on cultivation and
help remove the bandage sys-
tem.

The landowners, in barga
system. would lease his or her
part of the land to obviously a
poor farmer. The farmer, with
the help of hired labourers,
would plough the land using
his own cows or animals The
landowner would supply all
necessary inputs like seeds,
fertilisers. pesticides ect. So
the total cultivation cost would
be carried by the landowner

L\After harvesting the farmer

Free from bondage at last
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would have to deposit 50 per
cent of the total harvest to its
land-owner as agreed by both
the es. This share basis of
burga has great risk for the
diltivator as the farmer
Emnlees the landowner to give
50per cent of the total output.

Hovever, if in any case, pest
attaxk. natural calamities like
storn. heavy rainfall or ex-
tremea heat (drought) destroys
the c¢rpp partially or in whole
in farner has to give away any
other asset he owns like, land,

‘house. twes or in rare cases

cash. Tlns system obviously
makes the poor farmer even
the poore. leaving no other
way but to ;ompel them to beg
on the streels.

This system has left the
peasants in the lurch and
made the laiidowners richer.
S0, barga sysitem can be iden-
tified as one of the reasons for
rural poverty.

[t has been observed over
the years that the cost of culti-
vation in these areas has been
increasing to a great extent
cultivation in these areas has
been Increasing to a great ex-
tennt putting more burden on
the poor farmers. To remove
such expenses puiting more
burden on the poor farmers.
To remove such expenses and
poverty. '‘contract syslem was

proposed by the local farmers
which gained wide support
fromn the peasants. |

In 'contract system a farmer
would take lease of a certain
area of land from' the
landowner to cultivate crop.

But this time, the farmers
would give taka two thousand
lo five thousand (varies) in ad-
vance to the landowners and in
some cases promise 10 to 15
maunds of the harvest. This
'contract’' system means the
poor farmers would no longer {
be bonded to their Jandowners.

At the same time, the farmers
would invest their own input,
including arranging for irriga-
tion facilities. So the farmer nul
longer depends on supply of
inputs from the landowners.
The system in general would
better work on a large area of
land® so involving many
landowrniers at the same time.

The proposal for the new
sysiern has become so popular
that some of the landowners
themselves have shown their
keen inferest to invest for the
inputs without any bandage.

Cultivators would no longer
have to worry when ever
drought, storm or pests attack
the crop. The farmers would
no longer have to give away
their last asset they possessed.

— —



